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A LETTER TO 


JOM FAER AND JOHN HAEEIS, ESQES., 


SHERIFFS OF THE CITY OF BRISTOL, 

ON THE AEFAIES OE AlilBEICA. 

1777. 


GeKTI/EMEN, 

I HATE tlie honour of sending you the two last acts 
which have been passed with regard to the troubles in Ame- 
rica. These acts are similar to all the rest which have been 
made on the same subject. They operate by the same prin- 
ciple ; and they are derived from the very same policy. I 
thinh they complete the number of this sort of statutes to 
nine. It affords no matter for very pleasing reflection to ob- 
serve that our subjects diminish as our laws increase. 

If I have the misfortune of differing with some of my fel- 
low-citriens on this great and arduous subject, it is no small 
consolation to me that I do not differ from you. With you 
I am perfectly united. We are heartily agreed in our de- 
testation of a ciril war. We have ever expressed the most 
unqualified disapprobation of all the steps which have led to 
it, and of all those which tend to prolong it. And I have no 
doubt that we feel exactly the same emotions of grief and 
shame in all its miserable consequences ; whether they ap- 
pear, on the one side or the other, in the shape of victories 
or defeats, of captures made from the English on the conti- 
nent, or from the English in these islands ; of legislative re- 
gulations which subvert the liberties of our brethren, or 
which undemine our own. 
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Of tb® flr»t of tbe*8 stahitei (tbat for the letter of mjcrqae) 
I shall «y Irttle. Exceptionable as it may be, wntl ai I tHmt 
it IS m tome parttonlan, it seems the natanL perhaps 
neoetiaiy,re«ult of the measaros wo bare taken, ana the litn- 
ation. ire are m Tho other (for a partial tuapennon of the 
Mabea* Oorjuai) appears to me of a imicb deeper malignly 
Dnimg its progreaa through the House of Commons, it has 
been amended, so as to express, more distinct^ than st first 
it did, tho oTowed semtinjent* of those who immed it and 
the mam CTcmnd of my exception to it is, because ft does ex- 
press, and does carry mto execatwn, purpose* which appear 
to me so eontradictory to aH tho pnnraplea, not only oi the 
co mtit ational nohey of Great Bntam, bnt oren of that 
species of hostile justice, which no aspenty of war wholly oi- 
tu^iihes in the minds of o OTiLixcd people. 

It seems to haro vn new two capital objects , the first, to 
enable admimstrtrticm to confine, as long as it shall think pro- 
per, those whom that act is plcas^ to quaJi^ by the name of 
pirrrtet Thoee so qualified 1 undentand to be tho commanders 
and manners of such pnretcers and ships of war belonging 
to the colonJes, as in tne eoune of this unhappy eentest may 
fill into the hsjcids of the otrwn- Thor arc tberefore to bo 
detained in pnson, under tho eranmal detonption of pirofy, 
to s fiituro trial and ignominious punishment, whenerer eir- 
cumstances shall make it cottrement to oiccuto Tengeanco on 
them, under tho eoloinr of that odious and infamous offence 

To this first paiposo of the Jsw I hare no small dulio, 
because tho act docs not (os ell laws and sU eqoitablo trans- 
actions ought to do) fsiriy describe its object. The persons 
who make a naml war upon ua, in consequence of tne pws 
sent troubles, may bo rebels , but to call and treat them as 
pirates, IS confounding, not only tho natural dutioctton of 
things, but the order of cramw i which, whether by putting 
them from a higher part of the scale to the lower, or from the 
lower to Iho higher, is uertr done without dai^rously disor- 
dering the whole frame of jun^prudenre 'Hioogh plnu 7 
may w, m the eye of the law, a lr*$ offence than trraroni 
yW- a# ftuv'fc irt'i is fiUrct, fss/fhe^ tntk tb» *aaw* Jnsih, ihf* 
same forfeiture, and the tame conniption of blood, I nrrer 
would tairt from any fellow-creBturo whatcrer any sort of 
adrantago which ho ’may tlcnro to hii tafety from the pity 
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of mankind, or to his reputation from their general feel- 
degrading his offence, when' I cannot soften his 
punishment. The general sense of mankind tells me, that 
those offences, whichmay possibly arise from mistaken virtue, 
are not in the class of infamous actions. Lord Coke, the 
oracle of the English law, conforms to that general sense 
where he says, that “ those thiuM which are of the highest 
criminality may he of the least disgrace.” The act prepares 
a sort of masked proceeding, not honourable to the justice 
of the kingdom, and b}' no means necessarj’^ for its safety. 
I cannot enter into it. If Lord Bahneriuo, in the last re- 
bellion, had driven off the cattle of twent}’- clans, I should 
have thought it would have been a scandalous and low juggle, 
utterly unworthy of the manliness of an Enghsh judicatrae, 
to have tried him for felony as a stealer of cows. 

Besides, I must honestly tell you, that I could not vote for, 
or countenance in any way, a statute, which stigmatizes with 
the crime of piracy these men, whom an act of parharaent 
had 'previously put out of the protection of the law. When 
the legislature of this kingdom had ordered all their ships 
and goods, for the mere new-created offence of exercising 
trade, to be divided as a spoil among the seamen of the navy, 
— to consider the necessary reprisal of an unhappy, proscribed, 
interdicted people, as' the crime of piracy, would have ap- 
peared, in any other legislature than ours, a strain of the 
most insulting and most unnatural cruelty and injustice. I 
assure you I never remember to have heard of anything like 
it in any time or coimtry. 

The second professed purpose of the act is, to detain in 
England for trial those who shall commit high treason in 
America. 

That you may be enabled to enter into the true spirit of 
the present law, it is necessary, gentlemen, to apprize you, 
that there is an act, made so long ago as in the reign of 
Henry the Eighth, before the existence or thought of any 
English colonies in America, for the trial in this Mngdom of 
treasons committed out of the realm. In the year 1769, pai’- 
liament thought proper to acquaint the crown with their con- 
struction of that act ina formal address, wherein they entreated 
his Majesty to cause persons, charged with high treason in 
America, to be brought into this kmgdom for trial. By this 
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act of StmTY the Sghth, to eontinreJ c*^ to ap^ied, almoat 
all that ii Bupftmritnl and beneflaal m atnal taken 

tmj from the aubject m the colomea. This vt hcnrcrer oy- 
mg too little , for to try a man under that act is, in effect, 
to condemn hnn nnheard. A. pciaon m bnm^t hither m 
tho dungeon of a ihip’s hold ^ thence be is Tomited into a 
dungeon on land , loaded -with irons, unfonnibed vith money, 
unsupported by inendt three thousand milf from all means 
of cadJing upon or confronting emdence, wbero no one local 
arcumstonoe that tends to ootect peno^, can posnbW be 
judged of;— tuchoperioTimaybe eiecutoa according to form, 
but he can norcr bo tned acwrding to justice. 

I tberofoTO could nerer reconcile myaelf to the hiH I toad 

a which IS eipreealy pronded to rrtnoro aH mconTunlcccei 
the establishment of a mode of tnsl,whMhhafl crersp- 
pecred to mo most unjust and moat unconititntwnal " !Fsr 
wm remoring tbo dimculties irluch impede tho execution of 
so toisdiiijTuus 1 project, I would heap new difficultic* upon 
It, if it wore m my powot AU the ancient, boncat,j«ndjcal 
pnnmplea and mstetntions of England are to many dogs to 
dieck and retard the hcadlanff eourso of TioleacD and oppret- 
non. They wero mreoted Wr this one good purpose, that 
what was not joit should not ho conrenient Oonnnrod of 
this, I would fearo things as I found them- The old, cool- 
headed, cenond law, a as good as any donation dictated hj 
present heat. 

I could SCO no fair, juibSable cipodionco pk*adod to ferour 
this DOW sotpensKm of the liberty of tbo eulgcct. If tho 
Enpltsh m tbo colonics can support tbo independency, to 
which they hare been nofortimaUJy driTun, I suppose no- 
body has such a frnatical teal for tbo cnminal justice of 
Henry tho Eighth, that he will contend for oxccntions which 
must be retaliated tenfold on hu own fnendi , or who has 
concelred so strange an idea of Enclish digmty, as to thmk 
tho defeats in America compensated hj tbo triumphs at IV- 
hurn Hi on tho contrary, the eolotucs are reduced to the 
obediCDCo of tho crown, the ro must be, under that authority, 
tribunals in the country itsclt fuUr competent to administer 
Joffteo on olf oQcndon Uat tf tacea anj nof, ood that wc 
roust supporo a thing so bumiliating (o our poTCrnmcot, as 
that all this rast continent should imaulrooosly concur ra 
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tliinldng, that no ill fortune can convert resistance to the 
royal authority into a criminal act, we may call the eflect of 
•our victory peace, or obedience, or what we will ; hut the 
war is not ended ; the hostUe mind continues in full A-igour, 
and it continues under a worse form. If your peace he no- 
thing more than a sullen pause from arms ; if their quiet he 
notlung hut the meditation of revenge, Avhere smitten pride 
smarting from its wounds festers into new rancour ; neither 
the act of Henry the Eighth, nor its handmaid of this reign, 
wOl answer any wise end of policy or justice. Eor if the 
hloody fields, which they saw and felt, are not sufficient to 
suhdue the reason of America, (to use the expressive phrase 
of a great lord in office,) it is not the judicial slaughter, 
which is made in another hemisphere against their imiversal 
sense of justice, that will ever reconcile them to the British 
government. 

I take it for granted, gentlemen, that we sympathize in a 
proper horror of all punishment further than as it serves for 
an example. To whom then does the example of an execu- 
tidn in England for this American rebellion apply ? Ee- 
memher, you are told every day, that the present is a contest 
between the two countries ; and that Ave in England are at 
war for onr oion dignity against our rebellious children. Is 
this true ? If it be, it is surely among such rebellious 
children that examples for disobedience should be made, to be 
in any degree instructive : for whoever thought of teaching 
parents their duty by an example from the punishment of 
an imdutifnl son ? As well might the execution of a fugi- 
tive negro in the plantations be considered as a lesson to teach 
masters humanity to their slaves. Such executions may indeed 
satiate our revenge ; they may harden our hearts, and puff us 
up Avith pride and arrogance. Alas ! this is not instruction ! 

If anything can be diaAvn from such examples by a parity 
of the case, it is to show how deep their crime and how 
heavy their pimishment Avill be, who shall at any time dare 
to resist a distant power actually disposing of their property, 
Avithout their voice or consent to the disposition ; and over- 
turning their franchises Avithout charge or hearing. God for- 
bid that England should ever read this lesson Avritten in the 
blood of any of her offspring ! 

War is at present carried on between the king ’s natural 
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and foroim troope on one nde, and the Engluh m Amcnca 
on the otner, npon the nmal footmff of other wtxn , and oc- 
oordinMj an exchange of pnaoncr* Ea« been re^pjlnrlj Tnmh< 
firom the begmning If notwithitnndmg thii hitherto equal 
procedure, i^n some proipect of ending the utu mth inc- 
ceta, (winch howeror maj do delnme,) administration nre- 
paree to act agamst tboM as iruUort who remain m tbmr 
hands at the end of the tronblet, in my opinion we ahnll ex- 
hibit to the world aa indecent a piece of injuitico as otot 
dril fhry has produced. If the pneonert, who hare been 
exchang^ hato not bt that exchange bora tirtna^y p€T’ 
ioned, the cartel (whether avowed or nndentoo^ i* a cruel 
frand , for yon hare recetred tho life of a man, ana you ought 
to return a lifo for it, or there is no parity of lairncsa m the 
transaction. 

H on the other hand, we admit, that they who am ac- 
tually exchaoged axo pardoned, but contend that you may 
justly r r s e r re for vengoemee tboae who remom xmciclumgcd j 
then this unplearant and unhandaomo ecmscquenco wufol* 
low , that yon judge of tho dolinqucmey of mem taeruly •by 
the tuno of their guilt, and not by tho hemousnen of it; and 
you maho fortune and acadenta, and not the moral qualities 
of human action, tho rulo of your justice. 

These strange xneougrurtlM must ever perplex those who 
confound the unhapplnccs of ctvil distcnnont with the enmo 
of treason ■\VTieaeTeT a rebdlion nadir and truly exists, 
which IS as casQy known in fact as it u dilBcult to dedno in 
words, goTcrnroent has not entered into such mnilory con- 
Tcntions , but has crer dcdiucd all intcrmediato treaty, which 
should put rebels m posseswon of (bo law of notions with 
r eg ar d to war Commanders would rccoiTo no benents at 
their hands, because they could mako no return for them- 
"WTio has ever heard of capitulation, and parole of honour, 
and exchange of pnsonera, In the laic rtbemous m this king- 
dom P Tbo answer to all demands of that sort wa% ** We 
can engage foe nothing ; tou are at the king’s plcosure” 
■\Vg oo^t to remember, that If our present enemies be, in 
reality and truth, rebels, the king's generals have no right to 
releaso them upon any conditions nbatsoercr ; and tb^ are 
thcmfelres answerable to the law, and as much m want of a 
parfon for doing so, as (ho rebels whom they rditisc 
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Lnw^-crs, J know, mnnot mnko tlip difliiu’fion lor Avhicli I 
coniond: bi'canKo tlioy liiivo tlioir ;-lricl ruli' <o In*. ]]iit 
logi.-^lalorr: ought to do what lawvors iMunol ; I’or llun* have 
no other nilcH to hind lliem. hut tlu* great jjriiieijdea of reason 
nnd equity, and the general Muneof in.anliind. The.''e llicy 
are hound to obey and follow; .and rather to enlarge and en- 
lighten law by the liberality of legislative reason, than to 
fetter and hind their higher capneity hy the narrow (’(instruc- 
tions of subordinate, artifieial ju.’^iiee. If we bad adverted l-o 
ibis, we never could consider the etunulsious of a gn'nt cm- 

S 're. tint disturbed by a little disseminated faetion. but 
vided by whole eonnnuuities .and provinces, and entire legal 
representatives of a ])rople, as fit. matter of di.scussion under 
:i commission of Oyer and Tenniner. ] L is as oppo.site to 
reason nnd prudence, as if is to huiunnily nnd justice. 

This act, proceeding on these prineijdes, that is, preparing 
to end the present troubles by n trial of oiu' sort ot hostility 
under the name of piracy, and of another by the name of 
treason, and executing the act of Henry the. I'bghlh according 
ton' new .and nnconsiitution.al interpretation, 1 hnv(’ Ihonghi 
evil and dangerous, even though the instrumenls of cni’cting 
Bueh purposes had been merely of a neutral quality. 

But it re.ally aj)pcnrs to me, that the means which thi.s not 
employs arc, at least, ns exceptionable ns the end. Permit 
me to open myself a little upon Ibis subject , because it is of 
importance to me, Avlieu I am obliged to submit to the power 
•without acquiescing in the reason of an act of legislature, 
that I should justify my dis.sent by such arguments ns may 
be supposed to have weight with a .sober man. 

The main operative rogidation of the act is to suspend the 
common law, and the statute JTahens Corpu-'!, (the sole se- 
curities either for libertj’ or justice,) with regard to all those 
■who have been out of the realm, or on the high seas, within 
a given time. The rest of the people, as I understand, arc 
to continue as they stood before. 

I confess, gentlemen, that this appears tome ns bad in>tlio 
principle, and far worse in its consequence, than an imivcrsal 
suspension of the Habeas Corpus act ; and the limiting qunb- 
fication, instead of taking out the sting, does in my Immblo 
opinion sharpen and envenom it to a greater degree. Liberty, 
if I understand it at all, is a general principle, and tbo clear 
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Tight (if >11 tte Babjecti'inthinthereQlm,orofnaaft. Pariinl 
fr&edom Mom* to me » mo«t mTidiona mode of ilarery But, 
Bnfortun*toly, it i» tbe kind of ■Utttj- tho inoet easily ad- 
nutted m timef of dril discord , for parties oro bat too apt 
to forget their own futuro eafirty m their desiro of ■aenfiemg 
tlietr enemies. People withcmt much difficulty admit the 
entranco of that injosheo of which they nro not to bo the 
jmmediit© Tictuna. In tunes of high proo tw dtng it is nerer 
tlm iiiction of the predominant power that is m danger for 
DO tymrmT chastisei iti own instniments. It u the obnoi- 
iooB and the suspoctod who want the protection of law, and 
there h noth mg to bndle tho partial tjolcac© of itaio factions, 
but this , “ that wheuorer an act is made for u cessation of 
law snd joaticc, tho whole people should bo luuTcrsally sub- 
jected to tho soma suspoimon of their famchises.” Ihe 
alana of such a procoeding would then be uniTenaL It 
would opemto as a sort of chU of iJk£ nation It would b^ 
como OToiT man’s immodrate and instant concero to bo made 
rery sconhle of tie abmUte neetmiy of thi* total eclipso of 
liberty They would more carcfiiUyadrert to ore^ renewal, 
and ooro pcnrcrfuHy rmst it Tbeso groat d^ctTBioea 
measures oro not commonly so dangerous fo freedom. They 
are marked with too strong lines to sbdo into use Xo plea, 
nor pretence, of inconfeniemeo or mZ exowpZf (which must 
m their nature bo daily and ordinary iondrots) can bo ad- 
mitted as a reatou for such mmhty operations. But the 
true danger is, when liberty is nibbled away, for expedients, 
and by parts. Tbe ITabent Gfnne act suppoaet, contrary to 
tbogTTOUJof mewt other laws, that the lawful magrttreto rosy 
SCO particular men with a maligsant eyo, and it prondea Ii>r 
that identical case But when men, in particuW desenp- 
tions, marked out by tho magistTolo himself^ are delirerre 
orer by parliamcut to thu posriblo malignity, it is not tho 
JTelras Cbrpiu thst is occasionally luroendcu, but its spint 
that U mtstabeOj and its principle that is sabn^ed. Jedeed 
nothing IS sec u rity to any lodii^aal but the common interest 
of alL • 

This art, therefore, has this distlngouhed eril in it, that it 
is the first ywrfujf susprnskin of tho JToteas G»pii$ that has 
been msde Tbe precedent, wludi is always of rery great 
importance, u now established. For tho first time a ^ 
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tinction is made among tlie people ■vvitldn this realm. Before 
this act, every man putting his foot on English ground, every 
stranger owing only a local and temporary allegiance, even 
negro slaves who liad been sold in the colonies and under an 
act of parliament, became as free as every other man who 
breathed the same air with them. Now a line is draAvn, 
which may .be advanced farther and farther at pleasure, on 
the same argument of mere expedience, on which it was first 
described. There is no equalit)’- among us ; we are not fel- 
low-citizens, if the mariner, who lands on the quay, does not 
rest on as firm legal groimd as the merchant who sits iu his 
counting-house. Other laws may injure the community, 
this dissolves it. As things now sttod, every man in the 
West Indies, every one inhabitant of three unoffending pro- 
vinces on the continent, every person coming from the East 
Indies, every gentleman who has travelled for his health or 
education, every mariner who has navigated the seas, is, for 
no other offence, under a temporary proscription. Let any 
of these facts (now become presumptions of guilt) be proved 
against him, and the bare suspicion of the crown puts him 
out of the law. It is even by no means clear to me, whether 
the negative proof does not lie upon the person apprehended 
on suspicion, to the subversion of aU justice. 

I have not debated against this bill in its progress through 
the House ; because it would have been vain to oppose, and 
impossible to correct it. It is some time since I have been 
clearly convinced, that in the present state of things all op- 
position to any measures proposed by ministers, where the 
name of America appears, is vain and frivolous. You may 
be sure that I do not spealt of my opposition, which in all 
circumstances must be so ; but that of men of the greatest 
wisdom and authority in the nation. Everything proposed 
against America is supposed of course to be in fiivour of 
Great Britain. Good and id success are equally admitted 
as reasons for persevering in the present methods. Several 
very prudent, and very well-intentioned, persons were of 
opinion, that during the prevalence of such dispositions, all 
struggle rather inflamed than lessened the distemper of the 
public councils. Einding such resistance to be considered as 
factious by most within-doors, and by very many without, I 
cannot conscientiously support what is against my opinion. 
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nor prudently contend with what I know u irrestrtible 
Preserving my pnnciplei nnihaken, I reserve my activity for 
mtioml endcoTouTi , and I hope that my pa*t conduct hai 
given sufficient endance that if I am a imgio day from my 
place, it M not owin^ to indolence or loro of ditfipabon. The 
alightert hope of doing pood i» sufficient to recall me to what 
I i^mtted with regret. In dedanng for somo time my niual 
stmt atfendancD, I do not in the least condemn the spirit of 
those ^tleroen, who, with a oonfidence in their ahihbe#, 
(in which I claim a sort of anaro from my love and sdmiru- 
tion of them,) w ere of opmion that thoir eiertiona m thia 
desperate caso might be of eome semco. They thought, that 
by oontractmg the sphere of its npphcation, tlu^ might 
lessen the malmnhy or an enl pnnapl^ Perhaps they were 
m the right. But when my ^fauon was so very clearly to 
tho contrary, for tho reasons I have inst stated, I am sure 
«ijr attendance would hare been rHheulous. 

I must add in fiirther explanation of my conduct, that, far 
from sofrening the featuira of such a pnnople, and thereby 
romonng any part of tho popular odium or natural tenors 
attending it, 1 should be sorry that anythine franicd in eon* 
tradietion to tbe spirit of our coustitufion aid not instant^ 
jBTodueo, m feet, tuo grosseat of the evils with which it ws* 
prcpiant in its natura It u by lying dormant a long tunc, 
or being at first very rarely oxcremea, that arbitrary power 
steals upon a people. On tbe next unconstitutional act, all 
tho feshionablo world will bo ready to say— Your propheews 
are ridiculous, your fears are vuio, you ico how little of the 
mischieCi which you formerly foreboded are eonio to past. 
Thus, by degrees, that srluil sofroning of all arbitrary 
power, tho alleged infrc<iuency or narrow extent of its oper* 
ahon, will bo received ma a sort of aphorism — and Jlr J7if»e 
will not bo tiogular in tellxDg ov that tbe felicity of mankind 
is DO morn dutorbcd by it, than by earthquakes or thunder, 
or tbe other more unasual aeodenti of nature 

The set of which I speak is stnoug tho fruits of the .Vme' 
jicaa wsr i a war in roy humble opinion produetiro of many 
mlwhicfe, of a kmd which dislinjniuh it from all others ot 
aa!f cror pobtr » eJe r aagevl, <wir ewp/rr datca^irvi. hst 
our laws and our IrgiiUtivc sptnt appear to have been totilly 
pcTTcrted by it, e have made »ar on our eolomes, not ty 
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the tad i^tacle ■which onraflairtand conduct exhibit to the 
Bcom of Europek TV^e behold (and it Becm* tome people re- 
^ce m bebouiing) onr natire land, which u»ed to tit the 
eirned arbiter of all her neighboort, reduced to a aemlo de- 
poidenco on then- tuerey , ftcqmeacing m aMurancea of friend- 
ihip which the doet not trnrt , complaining of hostflitiea 
which the darca not rcaent ; deficient to her allxea j loflj to 
her auigccta, and inbmitaiTO to her cncmieat whilat the 
liberal goTemment of thia free nation « anpported by the 
hirolnig tword of German boon and xass^t three 
mfllioM of the fubjocta of Great Bntam are aceking for pTv> 
tection to Eoglrth pnrQeget m the arms of Francol 

Theao c ir c u mrtgncca appear to mo more like ahocUng pro- 
digiei, than natural chaiiM inhuman afiairs, Menoffiimer 
mlnda may aco them without staggering or aatonlihmcnt, — 
Some may think them mottera ofSmgratulation and eompU- 
mentarr addrctaef , but I trust your camdour will be so in- 
dolgcnt to my wntkneaa, os not to hare tbo wor*e oplnkm of 
mo for mr deAoiof to participato m this joy, and my reject- 
ing aQ ibare whataoerer In cnch a tntunplL I am too old, 
too cthF is my inretmte portnUtret, to bo reedy at all the 
fiihioDablo crolotions of opinion. I scarcely know how to 
adapt my mind to tbo frcUnga with whith tbo court garettc* 
mean to rmprers the people. It ii not initantlr that I can 
be brought to rejoice, when I hear of tho rlaa^tcr and cap- 
tivity of long lists of tboeo namca which have been fiowhar 
to my cars from my mfimey, and to rtjoico that they hare 
fallen under the sword of stranger*, whose barbarouJ appeUa- 
tioD* I scarcely know bow to pronotmiT The gloiy acquired 
at the ‘White Plains hr Colonel Ihullohajnof haras for me, 
and I tiiriy acknowledge, that I have not yet learned to de- 
light in finding Port Kniphauaen in tho bwt of the DriUsh 
dominions. 

It might bo some consolatwm for tho low of our old re- 
gards, if our reason were enlightened In proportion as our 
honest prejudices are removed- W anting fechnCT for the 
honour of our countrr, wo might then in cold blood be 
brought to think a Tittle of our intorc-ita as indHdafll 
citucos, and our jmvite eonacteuco as moral agents. 

Indeed our afi^r* are in a bad condition. I do a*sure 
those gentlemen who hare prayed for war, and have obtabred 
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the blessing they have sought, that they are at this instant ia 
very great straits. The abused wealth of this country con- 
tinues a little longer to feel its distemper. As yet they, and 
their Gorman allies of twenty hireling states, have contended 
only with the unprepared strength of our own infant colonies. 
But America is not subdued. Not one unattached village 
which was originally adverse throughout that vast continent, 
has yet submitted from love or terror. You have the groxmd 
you encamp on ; and you have no more. The cantonments 
of your 'troops and your dominions are exactly of the same 
extent. You spread devastation, but you do not enlarge the 
sphere of authority. 

The events of this war are of so much greater magnitude 
than those who either wished or feared it ever looked for, 
that this alone ought to fill every considerate mind with 
anxiety and diffidence. "Wise men often tremble at the very 
things which fill the thoughtless with security. Bor many 
reasons I do not choose to expose to public view all the par- 
ticulars of the state in which you stood with regard to foreign 
powers, during the whole course of the last year. Whether 
you are jet wholly out of danger from them, is more than I 
^ know, or than your rulers can divine. But even if I were 
certain of my safety, I could not easily forgive those who 
had brought me into the most dreadfiil perils, because by 
accidents, unforeseen by them or me, I have escaped. 

Believe me, gentlemen, the way still before you is intricate, 
dark, and fall of perplexed and treacherous mazes. Those 
who think they have the clue may lead us out of this la- 
byrinth. W^e may trust them as amply as we think proper; 
but as they have most certainly a call for all the reason 
which their stock can famish, why should we think it proper 
to disturb its operation by inflaming their passions ? I may 
be unable to lend an helping hand to those who direct the 
state; but I should be ashamed to make myself one of a 
noisy mxiltitude to halloo and hearten them into doubtful 
and dangerous courses. A conscientious man would be 
cautious how he dealt in blood. He would feel some appre- 
hension at being called to a tremendous account for engaging 
in so deep a play, without any sort of knowledge of the 
game. It is no excuse for presiunptuous ignorance, that it 
IS directed by insolent passion. The poorest being that 
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CTftTrli on earth, contending to «aT© itself firorQ injustice and 
uppi ' em on, is an object re^iectable m tb© eyes of God and 
ynft-n. But I cnnnot coneeiTe cmr enstonce under beoTen, 
(whioli, in the depths of ita wiaSom, tolerotea all sortB of 
thingt,) that is more troly odious and du^niting, than an 
unwitmt, helpless cre a tnre, mthont qtA msdoni or mflitaiy 
■hoi, mthont a consaonencaa of cnj other gnahfl cation for 
power bnt his aerriUty to it, bloated with pnde and toro- 

r ce, for battles which he is not to fi^t, contending 

a Solent dominion which he am nerer exercise, and satis- 


fled to be himtclf mean and miserable, in order to render 
others contemptible and wretched. 

If yon and I find our talents not of the gr^ot and ruling 
land, our conduct, at leesh is conformable to our facnltie*. 
No man’s life pays the forfeit of onr rashness. No desolate 
widorr weeps tears of blood orer our ignorance Bcmpulons 
and sober m our weE-gronnded distmrt of onrsclvw, wo would 
"keep m tho port of peace and secun^ , and perhapi in re- 
commending to others something of the tamo difildeocc, we 
■herald show ouiselTci more chantable in theif wdlore, than 


xnjnnons to their abilitiea. 

There are many mrcumstances m the teal shown for aril 
war, which seem to discorer but little of real magnammitf 
The addressers offer thetr own persona, and they aro satis- 
fied with hmng Germans. They promise their nnrato for- 
tunes, and they mortgage their country They nsro all tho 
ment of volunteers, without nsk of persem or charge of con- 
tribution ; and when the nnfcdmg arm of a foreign toldieiy 
pours out their kmdred blood like water, they exult and tn- 
nroph as if thOTtherusclreihad pe r for m ed aomo notable exploit. 
I am really ashamed of tbo fashionable language which has neen 
hdd for some tune past 5 which, to say tbo h«t of it, is foU 
of levity You know th^ I alludo to the general cry agsinst 
tho cowardice of the Ameneans, ta if wo dcaplsed them for 
not mating the king’s soldiery purchase the adrantage they 
have obtained at a dearer rate It U not, gentlemen, it 
not to respect the diipensotlons of Prondenre, nor to jmv 
vide any aeecnt retreat m tho mutability of human affair*. 
It leaves no medium between insolent victoTT and inCimon^ 
defeat It tends to alienate onr minds farther and Cirthcr 
from onr natural regards, and to make an eternal rent and 
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schism in the British nation. Those who do not wish for 
such a separation, would not dissolve that cement of recipro- 
cal esteem and regard, which can alone bind together the 
parts of this great fabric. It ought to be our wish, as it is 
our duty, not only to forbear this style of outrage ourselves, 
but to mate every one as sensible as we can of the impro- 
priety and unwortliiness of the tempers which give rise to 
it, and which designing men are labouring with such malig- 
nant industry to diffuse amongst us. It is our business to 
counteract them, if possible ; if possible, to awake our na- 
tural regards ; and to revive the old jpartiality to the English 
name. Without something of this kind I do not see how it 
is ever practicable really to reconcile with those, whose affec- 
tion, after all, must be the surest hold of our government ; 
and which is a thousand times more worth to us, than the 
mercenary zeal of all the circles of Germany. 

I can well conceive a country completely overrun, and 
miserably wasted, without approaching in the least to settle- 
ment. In my apprehension, as long as EngHsh government 
is attempted to be supported over Englishmen by the sword 
alone, things will thus continue. I anticipate in my mind 
the moment of the final triumph of foreign military force. 
When that hour arrives, (for it may arrive,) then it is, that 
all this mass of weakness and violence will appear in its full 
fight. If we should be expelled from America, the delusion 
of the partisans of military government might still continue. 
They might still feed their imaginations with the possible 
good consequences which might have attended success. No- 
body could prove the contrary by facts. But in case the sword 
should do all that the sword can do, the success of their 
arms and the defeat of their policy will be one and the same 
thmg. You will never see any revenue from America. Some 
increase of the means of corruption, without ease of the 
public burthens, is the very best that can happen. Is it for 
this that we are at war ; and in such a war ? 

As to the difficulties of laying once more the foundations 
of that government, which, for the sake of conquering what 
was our oivn, has been voluntarily and wantonly pulled down 
by a court faction here, I tremble to look at them. Has 
any of these gentlemen, who are so eager to govern all man- 
Idnd, showed himself possessed of the first qualification to- 
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•mrdi goremment, some knowledge of ti» ol^ect, and of the 
difficolvic* whiA occur m the tait they hare undartaken f 

I assure you, that, on the meit protperona laiue of your 
arms, you TnU not be where Toa atood, when yon called m 
war to supply the defects of your political cstahlishment. 
XoT would any disorder or oisohedience to goreHnucnt 
which could ame from the most olgect conceasion on oor 
part, erer equal those which will be felt, after the most tn* 
nmphgnt violence. Ton have got all the intermediate evils 
of war into the bargain. 

I think I know America. If I do not, my ignorance » 
mcurahle, for I hare spared no to nndmtand it and 
I do most aolemnly nasuxo those of my constitnenta who pnt 
any sort of confidence m roy industry and intcgnty, that 
every thing that has been done there has arisen from a total 
misconception of the object, that our means of ongmaTly 
boldmg America, that our means of reeoncihng with it after 
quarrel, of recovermg it after sepaiatiOD, of keejung it after 
■nctorv, did depend, and mart d^icnd in th«r sevem ftages 
and penodt, upon a total renandation of that uscondihcw 
fubtniMion, T^h has taken tndi possession of the mmds of 
violent mm. The whole of those manmE, upon which we 
have made and continued thu war, must M abandoned. 
JCothing mdeed (for I would not decewe you^ can place us 
m our former situatiau. That hope must do laid aside 
But there ts a difference between had and the worst of tU. 
Terms relative to the cause of the war ought to be offered 
by the authority of parliainent An arrangement at home 
proimsiDg some security for them ought to be made By 
doing thiis, without the (east fanpainug of our strength, we 
odd to the credit of our moderation, which, m itself^ is alw^ 
strength more or less. 

I know many have been taught to think, that moderation, 
in a case like this, is a sort of treason j and that all argo- 
ments for it arc suffiaeutly answered by railing at rebels and 
rebellion, and by ehargme all the p irtent or future miscncs, 
which we may suffer, on the resutanco of our brethren. But 
1 would wish them, in this gruTo matter, and If peace not 
wholly removed from their hearts, to consider senousW, first, 
that to cnminatc and rtennunate never yet waathc Toad to re- 
coaciliahon,inanjeIiffercucoamoDgitmen. Inthc neitplaec, 
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tins groat principle of oonnenon. From the begmiung of 
tlm aSkir, they nare done aE tiiey conld to olifmote your 
TTiTni^B from Tomr oim Vmdrod, and if they could eicite 
hatred enongV m one of the partie* to^nirdi the other, they 
Beemed to w of opinion that they had gone half the "way 
tomird* reconcdlmg the quarrel 
I knoT it M tai^ that your Inndnrw li only alienated on 
account of them renetance, end there fo re if the coloaiea 


■nrrender at diacrebon, all aort of regard, and eren mndi 
mdolgence, u meant toward# them in future. But con thoao 
who are poitiaana for contmnmg awar to enforce ench a inr- 
render he rca p oagibla (after nD that haa paaaed) for eoch a 
firture nae of a power, that la bound hy no compacta, and 
atrained hr no terror r TViU they tell na what they call m* 
dulgeneea r Do they not at thia initant call the prceent 
war, and all ita borron, ft lenient and mennftil proceodlngt ’ ' 
No canqneror, that I erer heard of, haa pnj/iwrf to make 
a emcL harah, and inaolent ute of hia eonoueat. No 1 The 
man of the inort declaird pnde warcely dare* to truat hu 
own heart with thu dreadful aeoot of ambtloo. Bntitwfll 
appesr m ita tune , and no man, who profeeaee to reduce an* 
otW to the uuol^ mercy of a foreign arm, orer had any 
•ort of good win towardi Kmu lie profmKm of kindnet#, 
with that rwotd in hit hand, and that demand of aummder, 
u one of the moat prorokmg acta of bi$ hcalilvty I ihall be 
told, that all tha U lenient na against roholhona adTcmncv 
Bnt ore the leodcrt of Ihcir faction more lenient to thoae 
who anbmit? Ijord Howe and General Hcrwo hare powtri, 
under an act of parliftmont, to reitorc to the kinga peace 


countnea of Staten and Long ItUnd, haro inhroitted Tolan* 
tardy and cheerfully, and tiat many arc very full of real to 
the cauw of admuuftration. ITcro they mitantly reatere'^ 
to trade P Are they yet tpetored to it ? la not the bcalg* 
nlty of two commuftiorKTt, naturally moit humane and genc*^ 
oui mm, aotno way fi ttered by inirtructlcmt, equally agaiw' 
their dupotitions and ipirlt of parbsmentary fciltii »hco 
Jlr Tiyon, rauntmg of Iho Ddehtr of the oty m which he 
go verno r, U obliged to apply to mlnutry for learo to protect 
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the king’s loyal subjects, and to grant to them (not the dis- 
puted rights and privileges of freedom) hut the common 
rights of men, by the name of graces ? 'Why do not the com- 
missioners restore them on the spot P "Were they not named 
as commissioners for that express purpose ? But Tve see well 
enough to what the whole leads. The trade of America is 
to he dealt out in private indulgences and graces ; that is, in 
jobs to recompense the incendiaries of war. They 11011 be in- 
formed of the proper time in which to send out their mer- 
chandise. Brom a national, the .American trade is to be 
turned into a personal monopoly : and one set of merchants 
are to be rewarded for the pretended zeal, of which another 
set are the dupes ; and thus, between craft and credulity, the 
voice of reason is stifled ; and all the misconduct, all the ca- 
lamities of the war are covered and continued. 

* If I had not lived long enough to be little surprised at 
anything, I should have been in some degree astonished at 
the continued rage of several gentlemen, who, not satisfied 
with carrying fire and sword into America, are animated 
nearly with the same fury against those neighbours of theirs, 
whose only crime it is, that they have charitably and humane- 
ly wished them to entertain more reasonable sentiments, and 
not always to sacrifice their interest to their passion. All this 
rage against unresisting dissent convinces me, that, at bottom, 
they are far from satisfied they are in the right. Bor what 
is it they would have? A war? They certainly have at 
this moment the blessing of something that is very like one ; 
and if the war they enjoy at present be not suSlciently hot 
and extensive, they may sliortly have it as warm and as 
spreading as their hearts can desire. Is it the force of the 
kingdom they call for ? They have it already ; and if they 
choose to light their battles in their own person, nobody pre- 
vents their setting sail to America in the next transports. 
Do they think, that the service is stinted for want of liberal 
supplies ? Indeed they complain without reason. The table 
of the House of Commons will glut them, let their appetite 
for expense be never so keen. And I assure them further, 
that those who think with them in the House of Commons 
are full as easy in the control, as they are liberal in the vote, 
of these expenses. H this be not supply or confidence suf- 
ficient, let them open their own private purse-strings, and 

c 2 
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giTB, Crom -what is left to them, u largely aiui Tnth a« Ixtt^ 
care &» tber think proper 

Tderetoa mtlxeirpaBBiaiia, let them letm not to penoctrte 
the modfirotioii of tbeir feUow-atumu. If oU ^ irorld 

n &d them m a foil cry opanst rebelhon, and •were ai 
y inflamed ngaimt the ttroIo theory and myoyment of 
fteedom, aa thoee ■who are the most factiona for aemtuie, 
it conld not on my opinian anawer any one end whatsoeror 
in thin conteot The leaden of this war could not hire 
(to gratify them frwnda) one German more than they do , 
or mapme him with lea foelmg for the pemns, or leaa 
Ttlne mr the pnnlepea, of them rotoltod brcthrom If xe 
all adopted them aentnnenta to a them alliet, the aange 
Indiana, conld not be more ferooona thwn thw are i th^ 
oonld not murder one more helpleaa ■woman or mfld, or with 
more orqumto refincmoitB of crutdty tornwmt to death one 
more of them 'English fl«h and blood, than th^ do already 
The pnbho money la fftren to pnrchaae thia allianoo and 
tbgr naTe tbeir bargauL 

They are contmu^y boasting of unanimi^ , or calling for 
li Bat before thii nnamrni^ cam be matter either of wish 
or congmtnlatian, ■wo ought to bo p re tty euro that wo are 
engaged in a rntioiml puramt PhroTtay does not become a 
■lifter distemper on acc oun t of the nomber of thoso who 
may bo infectod with it. Ilehmon and wcokneas prodnee 
not one mischief the less, becanao they are umrertal. I do 
dare, that I cannot diaeem the least adrantago which conld 
accrue to ua, if -wo w er e ahlo to peranado our colonics that 
they had not a ample friend in Great Britain- On the con* 
tTnir, if tho aficetiona and opmlona of mankind be not ex* 
ploded aa pnnaplea of connexion, I conceiro it would bo 
nappy for ua if tnoy were taogbt to beliere, that there was 
cren a formed American poitT in England, to whom they 
could always look for aupport f Uappy woiild it bo for ni, 
ili m all tempers, they n^ht lurn their eyes to tho parent 
ftate 5 so that tbmr Tory torbnlcnco and sedition should find 
rent in no other place than this. I belrero there is not a 
man (except those who prefer tho interest of some paltr? 
faction ■fo tie my hemg of thciV country! who wottw oot 
wish that the Amencans thoald from tUno to tmw cairry 
many points, and eren tome of them not quito reasonable, 
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hy the aid of any denomination of men bore, rather than they 
shouldbe driven to seek forprotectionagainstthefury of foreign 
mercenaries, and the vraste of savages, in the arms of Trance. 

"When any community is subordinately connected Bdth 
another, the great danger of the connexion is the extreme 
pride and self-complacency of the superior, vrhich in all mat- 
ters of controversy Tvill probably decide in its OAvn favour. 
It is a powerful corrective to such a very rational cause of 
fear, if the inferior body can bo made to believe, that the 
party inclination, or political views, of several in the principal 
state, wiU induce them in some degree to counteract this 
blind and tyrannical partiality. There is no danger that any 
one acquiring consideration or power in the presiding state 
should carry this learning to the inferior too far. The fault 
,of human nature is not of that sort. Power, in whatever 
hands, is rarely guilty of too strict limitations on itself. But 
one great advantage to the support of autliority attends such 
an amicable and protecting connexion, that those who have 
conferred favours obtain influence ; and from the foresight of 
future events can persuade men, wlio have received obliga- 
tions, sometimes to return them. Thus by the mediation of 
those healing principles, (call them good or evil,) trouble- 
some discussions are brought to some sort of adjustnient ; and 
every hot controversy is not a civil war. 

But, if the colonies (to bring the general matter home to 
us) could see, that, in Great Britain, the mass of the people 
is melted into its government, and that every dispute with 
the ministry must of necessity be always a quarrel with the 
nation ; they can stand no longer in the equal and friendly 
relation of fellow-citizens to the subjects of this kingdom. 
Humble as this relation may appear to some, when it is once 
broken, a strong tie is dissolved. Other sort of connexions 
will be sought. Tor, there are very few in the world, who 
will not prefer a usefifr ally to an insolent master. 

Such discord has been the effect of the unanimity into 
which so many have of late been seduced or bulbed, or into 
the appearance of which they have sunk through mere despair. 
They have been told that their dissent from violent measures 
is an encouragement to rebellion. Men of great presump- 
tion and little knowledge will hold a language which is con- 
tradicted by the whole course of history. General rebeUions 
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tmd rOTolti of s ifbolo people nerep wpto ennnra^, now or 
nt any ttmo They nni alwnya prcnlfd Dot if thrt tro- 
heard*of doctnno of the encourngement of rcbelhon wero 
tree, if it wero true that an a*#urance of tho friondihip of 
nnrobert in thu eonntrr toward* the coloniw could become 
an encourapement to them to break off all connenon with 
it, what IS tho inferenco P Doc# anybody •enonsly maintain, 
that, charged with me share of the public councils, I am 
ohligcd not to resist ppoioct* which I think mischiorouf, leet 
men who suffer should w encouraged to resist P The rery 
tendency of such prefects to produce robcllHm is one of tw 
chief reasons against them Boall that reason not bo giren ? 
Is it then a rule, that no man m thu nation shall open his 
mouth in faTour of the colonies, shall defend their rights, or 
complain of their saffonngsP Or when war finaDr brroks 
out, no man shall eiprcss hii desires of peace P lias thu 
been the law of our past, or is it to be the terms of our 
future connexion P Ercn lookrog no fcrthcr than oorselTcs, 
can It bo tree loyalty to tny gorernment, or tree patnotism 
towards any coentry, to degrade their solemn councils into 
•milo drawing*roonu, to flatter tbeir pnda and passions, 
rather than to enlighten their reason, and to prevent them 
from being eantionre against nolonco lest othm ihonld ho 
encouraged to rcststanco P By such aequicsccnce great kings 
and mighty nations hare been ondooo j and if any are at thu 
day m a pcrilon* sitnation from rcsutiog truth, and lutemng 
to flatteiT, it would rather become them to reform the errors 
nnder mfudi thcT suffer, than to reproach those who fore* 
warned them oftbcir danger 

Bat tho rebels looked for assrstaneo from thu country 
Ther did so, m the beginning of this eonlrorersy, roost cer- 
tamly \ and they sou;^t it by earnest supplications to giJ* 
Tcrnmcnt, which dignity rejected, and by a suspension of 
coramcTce which the wealth of thu nation enabled you to 
despise dHirn they found that neither prayer* nor menaces 
had any sort of weight, but that a firm resolution wai taken 
to redaco them to unconditioind ohediraco by a military 
force, they came to the last eatremity Despairing of us, 
rier iS iAwswJn*« 

they sought succour in France In proportion ai all «• 
coujagement hero Icjicned, their datanco from thu cooutry 
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increased. The eucoiu’agement is over; the alienation is 
complete. 

In order to produce this favourite unanimity in delusion, 
and to prevent all possibilit}'- of a retium to our ancient 
happy concord, arguments for our continuance in this comse 
are drawn from the wretched situation itself into which we 
have been betrayed. It is said, that being at war with the 
colonies, whatever our seutimeuts might have been before, 
all ties between us are now dissolved ; and aU the policy we 
have left is to strengthen the hands of government to I’educc 
them. On the principle of this argument, the more mischiefs 
we suffer from any administration, the more our ti’ust in it 
is to be confirmed. Let them but once get us into a war, 
and then their power is safe, and an act of oblivion passed 
for all their misconduct. 

But is it really true, that government is always to be 
strengthened with the instruments of war, but never furn- 
ished with the means of peace? In former times, ministers, 
I allow, have been sometimes driven by the popular voice to 
assert by arms the national honour against foreign powers. 
But the wisdom of the nation has been far more clear, when 
those ministers have been compelled to consult its interests 
by treaty. "We all know that the sense of the nation obliged 
the court of King Charles the Second to abandon the Didch 
war; awar nexttothepresentthemost impolitic which we ever 
carried on. The good people of England considered Holland 
as a sort of dependency on this kingdom ; they dreaded to 
drive it to the protection, or subject it to the power of 
Erance, by their own inconsiderate hostility. They paid bnt 
little respect to the court jargon of that day ; nor were they 
inflamed by the pretended rivalship ,of the Hutch in trade ; 
by their massacre at Amboyua, acted on the stage to provoke 
the public vengeance ; nor by declamations against the in- 
OTatitude of the United Provinces for the benefits England 
had conferred upon them in their infant state. They were 
not rnoved from their evident interest by all these arts ; nor 
was it enough to tell them, they were at war ; that they 
must go through with it ; and that the cause of the dispute 
was lost in the consequences. ’ The people of England were 
then, as they are now, called upon to make government 
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rtrong Tbej thought it a great deal better to mnio it 'rao 
wT<t^ bone»t. 

■When I iai» amongtt my con*tituenti at the lait BomiDep 
aamet, I mnember that men of all detcnptions did then 
cipTe« a Tcrj atrong deeire for peace, and no alight hopea 
of attaining it from tho commiBaion sent out hj my Lord 
Hoxe, And it 18 not a bttle rcinarkable, that, in proportion 
as cTcry person aho^red a icnl for the court roeaiurca, be 
iraa then caroeat in circabtmg an opmion of the extent of 
the tuppoted poirers of that commisnon. "When I told them 
that Lord Howe had no powers to treat, or to promiao sah*- 
factum on any point whateoerer of tho contt O Tgrar, I 
hardly credited, ao strong and general was the iesire of 
terminating this wor by tho methc^ of accommodatioiL Aa 
tir as I could dtseoter, this waa tho temper then preralcnt 
through the kingdom. The kmg’a forw, it must he obaerred, 

had at that time been obliged to nwenate Boston. Tbo 
fupenonty of the former campaign rested wholly with tho 
colomata If sack powers of treaty were to bo wiahod, whHit 
success wua rcry doubtful, how «nio they to be less so, smeo 
hia Slajesty’a anna hare been crowned with many coimdcr- 
able adrantages ? Hare these sn cc c tac s indnced na to tiler 
our mind , aa thinking tbo season of nctory not tho time for 
treating with honour or adrantago P Whatcrer changes bare 
happened m tbo national character, it can scarcely ho oor 
wiir^ that tcrmi of accommodation nerer should bo propoacd 
to our enemy, except when thOT most bealtrihuted solely to 
OUT fcari. It lias happened, Jrt me ay^ unfortunately, that 
we read of his ilajesty’a commission lor making peace, and 
hb troops CTBCuatiDC his last town m the thirteen colonies, 
at the rame hour ana in the aamo gaarttc It was still more 
unfortunate, that no comimssion went to Anicnea to Kttb 
tbo troubles there, until smcral months after an act bad been 
passed to put the colonics out of tbo protection of this 
goTcrnrocnt, and to dindc their trading property, witbout a 
po 4 sibiliW of reMitution, as sped among tbo H'amen of the 
narr The moet abject submissionon the part of the colonies 
could not redeem them There was no man on tltat whole 
continent, or w it’nm tVireo Vbousanti mCiea oT it, qoalilicA VJ 
law to follow allrgianre with protection, or submission with 
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p.ardon. A proceeding of tliis kind 1 ms no example in lii8tor3% 
Independency, and independency ■with an enmity, (which 
putting ourselves out of the question, would ho called natural 
and much provoked.) was the incvilahle consequence. How 
this came to pass, the nation may ho one day in an humour 
to inquire. 

i\ll the attempts made this session to give fuller powers of 
po.Tce to thccomm.andorsin America, were stifled by the fatal 
confideucc of metory, and the wild hopes of unconditional 
submission. There was a moment iavoumblc to the king’s 
arms, when if any powers of concession had existed on the 
other side of the Atlantic, even after all our errors, peace in 
all probability might have been restored. Hut calamity is 
imhappily the usu.al season of relied ion; and the pride of 
men will not often sutler reason to have an)' scope until it 
can be no longer of service. 

I have always Avished, that as the dis])ute had its apparent 
origin from things done in parliament, and as the acts passed 
there had provoked the Avar, that the foundations of peace 
should be laid in parliament also. 1 have been astonished to 
find,' that those, Avhosc zeal for the dignity of our body Avas 
so hot as to light up the fames of civil Avar, should even 
publicly declare, that these delicate points, oimht to bo 
AAdiolly left to the croAvn. Poorly as 1 may be thought af- 
fected to the authority of parliament, I shall never .admit 
that our constitutional rights c.an ever become a matter of 
ministerial negotiation. 

I am clmrged with being an American. If Avarm aflection 
tow^ds those over Avhom I claim any share of authority be 
a crime, I am guilty of this charge. But I do assure you, * 
(and they Avho linoAV me publicly and privately will bear 
Avitness to me,) that if CA'er one man lived more zealous than 
another for the supremacy of parliament, and the rights of 
this imperial crown, it was myself. ' klauy others indeed 
might be more IcnoAving in the extent of the foundation of 
these rights. I do not pretend to be an antiquary, a lawyer, 
or qualified for the chair of professor in metaphysics. I never 
ventured to put yom* solid interests upon speculatAe grounds. 
My haying constantly declined to do so has been attributed 
to my incapacity for such disquisitions ; and I am inclined to 
beHeve it is partly the cause. I never shall be ashamed to 
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confess, that wbwo I am ignomat I am diffident I am in- 
deed not TKry soliatcm* to dear myself of thoi impatod m- 
cnpncitj } becanae men, eren less convenont than I am m 
tliHi land of snbtlehci, and placed m stations to ^bich I 
onght not to aspire, hare, bj the mere force of nril discretion, 
often condacted theafiam of great nahons with distinguisbed 
feliaty and glorj 

"Wben I first entno into a nnbUo trust, I found your parha- 
tnent m posKssion of an unumited legidative power orer the 
colonies. I could not open the statute book without seeing 
the actual eienaso of it, more or lesa, m all eases whataoerer 
[Hui possession passed with me for a title. It docs so in sU 
human afiairs Is o man eiammes into tbo defects of his titlo 
to ha paternal estate, or to his established ^oremment- In* 
deed common senae taught me, that a legtslatire authonty, 
not actually limited by the express terms of its foundation, 
or by its own subsequent acts, cannot hare its powers par- 
coUm out by argumentatire dutmctions, so si to enable us to 
say, that bern they can, and thero they cannot, bind. Kobody 
was so ohltgiflg 01 to prodaeo to me anr record of foch dii* 
tinrtlooa, by compact or otberww, cither at tbs snceetaiTO 
farmation of tho sereral colonies, or donng the emtenes of 
any of them- If any gentlemen woro able to see bow one power 
eomd bo ginm up (merely on abstract reasoninp) without giv- 
ing np the rest, I can only aay, that they aaw ferther than I 
comd , nor did I crer presume to condemn any one for being 
dear-sighted, when I was blind. I pnuso trie ponctratkio 
and learning, and bopo that tboir prsctieo has been corre- 
spondent to their theory 

I had indeed rcry camert wubes to keen tbo whole body 
of this authonty p<^cct and entiro as I found it : and to 
keep it so, not lor our adrantage solely i bnt pnneipaDjr fe^ 
fho sake of those, on whoso account all just authonty exist* 5 
I mean the people to bo gOTcmed. Tori thought 1 saw, that 
many cases might wrll luppcu, m which the exercise of frery 
power eomprehended m tho broadest idea of leglslstcre, 
might become, m its time and circumstances, not a liltio w* 
pedient for the peace ond union of tho colonics omoDg*t 
tb«n*clTCs M well as for their perfect UannonT with Orw 
Britain. Thinking so, (perhaps cTToncouslr,) but being 
honestly of that opinion, 1 was at tbo tame time rcry sure, 
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that the authority, of which I was so jealous, could not under 
the actual circumstances of our plantations be at all preserved 
in any of its members, hut by the greatest reserve in its ap- 
plication ; particularly in those delicate points, in which the 
feelings of mankind are the most irritable. They who thought 
otherwise, have found a few more difficulties in their work 
than (I hope) they were thoroughly aware of, when they un- 
dertook the present business. I must beg leave to obsenn, 
that it is not only the invidious branch of taxation that will 
be resisted, but that no other given part of legislative rights 
can be exercised, without regard to the general opinion of 
those who are to he governed. That general opinion is the 
vehicle and organ of legislative omnipotence. Without this, 
it may he a theory to entertain the mind, but it is nothing in 
the direction of affairs. The completeness of the legislative 
authority of parliament ovef' this kingdom is not questioned ; 
and yet many things indubitably included in the abstract idea 
of that power, and which carry no absolute injustice in them- 
selves, yet being contrary to the opinions and feelings of the 

E eople, can as little be exercised, as if parliament in that case 
ad been possessed of no right at all. I see no abstract 
reason, which can he given, why the same power, which made 
and repealed the high-commission coirrt and the star-chamber, 
might not revive them again ; and these conrts, warned by 
their former fate, might possibly exercise their powers with 
some degree of justice. But the madness would be as un- 
questionable, as the competence of that parliament which 
should attempt such things. If anything can be supposed 
out of the power of human legislature, it is religion : I ad- 
mit, however, that the established rebgion of this country 
has been three or four times altered by act of parbament ; 
and therefore that a statute binds even in that case. But we 
, may very safely affirm, that, notwithstanding this apparent 
omnipotence, it would be now found as impossible for king 
and parbament to alter the estabbshed rebgion of tins coun- 
try, as it was to King James alone, when he attempted to 
make such an alteration without a parbament. In ef- 
fect, to follow, not to force the public incbnation ; to give 
a^ direction, a form, a technical dress, and a specific sanc- 
tion, to the general sense of the community, is the true end 
of legislature. , 
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It 1 * 90 -sath rfjptrdfo tho Miwcitc of aH tho poTrm^InA 
OUT cottttitution kntm m but of trt part*, and indfcd to lit 
fub^tant^al natcncQ of any of tho part* thcmadTO*. The 
Idng’i ncgatiTT to till* u ono of iho moat indttputrd of the 
royal prerojatiTO*, and itcrtond* to all ca»c» Trbat»ocTcr 1 
am far fromcCTtmii,ttat if UiTirrhirfi Iknow had Ddlen 

under tlic rtroho of that *ec|ttTr, that tho puhho would have 
had a verr hcarr lo**. Bat it u not the projtnHy of the ex* 
crcuo wh\ch i« m question. Thoexerewo )t*clf » xnicly for* 
borne It* repo*cmar botlM^piracTration of it* existence, and 
it* emtemeo may be tlie moan* of samig the constitution it*eH 
on an occasion worthy of bnogingit forth* A* tho disputant*, 
wboaeaecurate and logical rra*onmr* bare brou^t ns into ocr 
preaent cotulitum, think it absurd, l^t poa cr* or member* of 
any ccmstitutinn should exist, rarely or nertr to be oserctsed, 
Inopo I shaUboeicnscdiD mentioning another nutance, that 
u material. ^Vo know, that tho conTocntion of the clergy 
had fonneriy been called and nt mtb nearly as much regn- 
lanty to busincts as parliament il»elt It is now called f« 
form onlv It nts for tho purpoao of making aotnr pohlo 
ccclciustical comnbments to tho king , and, when that grace 
u said, retire* ana w heard of no more It u bowerer 
ef tJie eofisfi/s/ton, and may be called out into act and enct^i 
wbencTcr there IS occasion; and whenercT those, who comiue 
up that spirit, will choose to abulo the consequences It i* 
wise to permit lU legal ciistmre , it u much wwr to cim* 
tinuo It a legal rxistenec only 8o truly ha* prudence (cm* 
itituted a* the god of this lower worldf the entire dominion 
over ercry cxcrase of power committni into it* hands; *nJ 
yet 1 hare bred to see prudence and roufiircmty to otcueI' 
stance* wboUr Kt at nought m our late contrormie^ and 
trrati'd a* if thrr werv the mo*t contemptible and irratHWsl 
of all thing* I hare heard it a hundred time* aery gmi^ely 
alleged, that m order to keep power in wind, it wa*ncec**art* 
by pTcfermci’, to exert it in tbow* lerr point* in which it 
was Tno*t likely to be resisted, and tho least likely to be pn> 
dttctue of any odrantape 

Thr*e were the considrrttKms, gentlemen, which led tw 
rarir to think, that, in the comprehen'ire ^minsin whub 
the Binne Prondetice had put into ourhamb, m'lea'l e^ 
tronhling our imdmtanding* with spcmlatloo* cencerulng 
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tlie unity of empire, and tlie identity or distinction of legis- 
lative powers, and inflaming our passions Avith the heat and 
;^ride of controvers}’-, it was our duty, in all soberness, to con- 
form our government to the character and circiunstances of 
the several people who composed this mighty and strangely 
diversified mass. I never was wild cnou^ to conceiA^e, that 
one method would serve for the whole ; that the natives of 
Hindostan and those of Virginia could be ordered in the 
same manner; or that the Cutchery court and the grand 
jury of Salem could be regulated on a similar plan. I was 
persuaded that government was a practical thing, made for 
the happiness of mankind, and not to furnish out a spectacle 
of uniformity, to gratify the schemes of visionary politicians. 
Our business was to rule, not to Avrangle ; and it Avould have 
been a poor compensation that we had triumphed in a dis- 
pute, whilst we lost an empire. 

If there be one fact in the Avorld perfectly clear it is this : 
“ That the disposition of the people of America is wholly averse 
to. any other than a free government and this is indication 
enough to any honest statesman, how he ought to adapt 
whatever power he finds in his hands to their case. If any 
ask me what a free government is, I answer, that, for any 
practical purpose, it is what the people think so ; and that 
they, and not I, are the natural, lawful, and competent judges 
of 'this matter. If they practically allow me a greater degree 
of authority over them than is consistent with any cor- 
rect ideas of perfect freedom, I ought to thank them for so 
great a trust, and not to endeavour to prove from thence, 
that they have reasoned amiss, and that having gone so far, 
by analogy, they must hereafter have no enjoyment but by 
my pleasure. ’ ' 

If we had seen this done by any others, we should have 
concluded them far gone in madness. It is melancholy as 
well as ridiculous, to observe the kind of reasoning with 
which the public has been amused, in order to divert our 
minds from the common sense of our American policy. There 
are people, who have split and anatomised the doctrine of 
free government, as if it were an abstract question concern- 
ing metaphysical liberty and necessity ; and not a matter of 
moral prudence and natural feeling. They have dispute^ 
whether liberty be a positive or a negative idea ; whether it 
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does not conmt in bang goremed by lain, inthont con- 
mdcnng urbat are tbe lam, or srbo are the roaiera , irbether 
baa any nghti by natirre , and irbethcr all the property 
he etyon be not tbe almi of ha gorernment, and ha life 
itielf their &T«rr and indolgence Others, corrupting reB- 
cion, as these hare perrerted philoaophT, contend, that 
Chnstiam are redeemed into captinty , and the blood of tbe 
SdTionr of mankind baa been abed to make them the alare# 
of a few prond and insolent aumert. Tbete shocking ei- 
tremea proTolong to eifremea of another kind, gpeculationf 
are let foo»e ai dettroctiTo to aD anthonty, aa the former are 
to all freedom , and every corernment u called tyranny and 
murpation which u not formed on their fanoet. In this 
manner the stirrera-ap of this contention, not latiaficd with 
diatractmg our dependencjca and filling them with blood and 
slaughter, are corropting our undcrst^dings they are cn- 
dcaroimng to tear up, along with practicaJ Kberty, all the 
foundatums of human aoaetr, all cijtuty and justice, nr- 
ligson and order 

Ctril freedom, gentlemen, u not, as many hart cndeanmitd 
to persuade you, a thing that Les hid in tbe depth of ab* 
ttmso aoenee It is a blessing and a benefit, not an ab 
•tract spccalation , and ell the just reasoning that can 
be upon it rs of so coarse a icituie, os perfectly to suit 
the ordinary capacities of those who are to enjoy, and of 
those who arc to defend iL Far from any resemblance 
to those propoctions m geometry and metaphysics which 
admit no medium, but most be tru© or false m all tbnr 
latitude ; social and aril freedom, like all other things m 
common life, are ranouflr nmed and modified, enkiytd m 
rcTT different degrees, and shaped into aa infinite uhTWty 
of fonns, ftceording to the temper and carcmnstasces of ereiy 
comroumtT The rsimae of liberty (which is its abstract 
perfi’Ction, bat its real Cialt) obtains nowhere, nor ought to 
ohtam anywhere Because eihrmea, as wo all kn^j ui 
ererr point which rebtos either to our duties or satisfacticos 
in life, are dcstmctive both to nrtne and enjoyment- Liberty 
too must be limited m order to be possosseiL Tbe degree 
of restraint it is iiapo*iible m any rase to settle preci*elr 
But it ought to he tbe constant aim of crery wt<j pubiie 
council, to find out by eautioui eipcnments, and rational, 
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cool endeavour?, witli liow lidlo, not how much, of this re- 
straint, the community can subsist. I'or liberty i.s n good 
to be improved, and not an evil to bo lessened. It is not 
only a private blessing of tlie iirst order, but tlic vital spring 
and energy of the state itself, which has j\ist so much lilb 
and vigour as there is liberty in it. Hut whether liberty 
be advantageous or not, (for J know it is a fashion to decry 
the very principle,) none will di.sniite thnt])cace is a blessing; 
and peace must in the course of human aliiiirs be frequently 
bought by some indulgence and toleration at least to liberty. 
Por as the sabbath (though of Divine institution) was made 
for man, not man for the sabbath, government, which can 
claim no higher origin or authority, in its e.vcrcise at least, 
ought to conform to the exigences of the time, and the tem- 
per and character of the peojdc, with whom it is concerned; 
.and not .always to attempt violently to bend the people to 
their theories of subjection. The bulk of manlcind on their 
part arc not excessively curious coucerniug any theories, 
whilst they arc really happy ; and one sure B3an])tom of an 
ill-conducted state is the propensity of the people to resort 
to them. 

But when subjects, by a long course of such ill conduct, 
are once thoroughly inilamcd, and the state itself violently 
distempered, the people must have some satisfaction to their 
feelings more solid than a sophistical speculation on law and 
government. Such was our situation ; .and such a satisfaction 
was necessary to prevent recourse to arms ; it was necessary 
towards laying them down ; it Avill be necessary to prevent 
the talcing them up again and again. Of what nature this 
satisfaction ought to be, I wish it had been the dis])osition 
of parliament seriously to consider. It was certainly a de- 
liberation that called for the exertion of all their wisdom. 

I am, and ever have been, deeply sensible of the difficulty 
of reconciling the strong presiding power, that is so useful 
towards the conservation of a vast, disconnected, infinitely 
diversified ^ empire, with that liberty and safety of the pro- 
ymees, which they must enjoj'", (in opinion and practice at 
least,) or they will not be provinces at all. I know,^ and 
have long felt, the difficulty of reconciling the unwieldy 
haughtiness of a great ruling nation, habituated to com- 
mand, pampered by enormous wealth, and confident from a 
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long conr^e of proepenty and nctory, to tte higt ipint of 
firoe dependenct^ enumuted nith the fint glow and ecbnty 
of jnrerdle heat, and aasuming to thomadTes, as their birth- 
nAt, •omo part of that yery pnda which o pp i o a cj them 
Tber who perceire no difficulty m itconoliDg theae tcmpeff, 
(wlAh howerer to mate peace moat tome way or other bo 
reconciled,) are much abore my capacity, or much below the 
magnitude of tbe buameta. Of one thmg I am perfectly 
dear, that it ia not by deading tho auit, but br eompro- 
Tnunri^ tho diflerence, that peace con bo reatored or kept. 
They who wonld put an enu to ndi quarreK by dec l a r i ng 
roundly m Cmmr of tho whole domanda of either party, have 
miataken, in my humble opinion, the office of a medintar 
Tho war m now of full two ycaia’ atandmg , tbe contro- 
Tcray, of moi^ raore In diffenmt periods of tbe dtinnte, 
different methods of reconciliation wore to be pnnueo. I 
mean to trouble you with a abort atale of things at tho most 
important of these penoda, m order to rire yon a more db* 
tiact idea of onr policy with regard to tnis moat delicate of 
all ohjocti The eolomea were from the beguming lubjert 
to the logtiUturo of Great Britain, on pnneiplea which 
nerer dammed j and we pcnmltcd to therm many local pn- 
rilow, without asking how they agreed with that Icgitlatire 
authority ilode* of admimatration were formed m an m* 
scniiblo and very unsyitenuitic manneT But they gradually 
adapted thomieire* to the rarying condition of thing*.—* 
■What was flrat a single kingdom, stretched mto an eropne » 
and an impenal tupmntendrocy, of some kind or other, be- 
catoo n c c cjiai ' y Poriiarocdt, wm a mcro representative of 
tbo people, and a guardian of popular pririle^ for it* own 
immedmte constituent*, grew mto a nnghty soTcrcipn. 1®* 
■tcad of beme a contrei on tho crown on it* own beh*H it 
comraurueated a aort of itrength to tho royil authontr , 
which was wanted for tho c<m«CTTatHra of a new object, but 
which could not be safely trusted to tbo crown alone On 
the other hand, tho colonlca, ndTancing by oqiml steps and 
governed by tho same necessity, bid formed within tbetn 
selves, cither by royal instruction or royal charter aswav 
blics so cxcixsnBgly resembling a parliament, in all their 
forms, fimctions, aud powers, that it was impossible they 
■boold not imbibe somo opinion of a similar anthonty 
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At the first designation of these asscinhlios, tlic}’ were 
probably not intended for anything more, (nor pcrlinps did 
they think themselves much higher.) than the municipal cor- 
por.atious -w-ithin this island, to which some at present love 
to compare them. Bui nothing in jwogression can rest on 
its original plan. "B^e m.ay as well think of roclcing a groum 
man in the cradle of an infant. Therefore as the colonies 
prospered and increased to a numerous and mighty pcojde, 
spreading over a very gre.at tract of the globe ; it was natural 
that they should attribute to assemblies, so rc-'^pcctablo in 
their formal constitution, some part of the dignity of the 
gi'cat nations which they represented. No longer tied to by- 
laws, these assemblies made .acts of all sorts and in all eases 
whatsoever. They levied money, not for parochial purposes, 
but upon regular gi'ants to the crown, following all the rules 
and principles of a parliament, to which they approached 
every day more and more Jiearly. Those who think them- 
selves wiser than Providence, and stronger than the course 
of nature, may complain of all this variation, on the one side 
or the other, as their scvcr.al humour.s and prejudices may 
lead them. ]3ut things could not be otherwise ; and English 
colonies must be had on these terms, or not had at all. In 
the mean time, neither party felt any inconvenience from this 
double legislature, to which they had been formed by imper- 
ceptible habits, and old custom, the great support of all the 
governments in the world. Though these two legislatures 
were sometimes found perhaps performing the very same 
functions, they did not very grossly or systematically clash. 
In all likelihood this arose from mere neglect ; possibly from 
the natural operation of things, which, left to themselves, 
generally fall into their proper order. But whatever was 
the cause, it is certain that a regidar revenue, by the au- 
thority of parliament, for the support of civil and military 
' estab&hments, seems not to have been thought of until the 
colonies were too proud to submit, too strong to bo forced, 
too enlightened not to see all the consequences which must 
arise from such a system. 

If ever this scheme of taxation was to be pushed against 
the inclinations of the people, it was evident that discussions 
must arise, which would let loose aU the elements that com- 
posed this double constitution ; would show how much each 

VOL. II. n 
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of ther mwnbeB had departed from iti onginal principle* , 
and ’srcnild dac ov er eontrodicfaoBi* m each legalatnre, a* rcli 
to it» enra flrat prmaple* as to jU relation to the other, 
Te^ difflcolt, if not abeolnlelr impoasible, to bo rcconolci 
Therefore at the first fcW opJaung of thxi conteet, the 
msest conne •cemed to be to jmt sn end as soon as poS8>« 
bio to the immediate causes of tb© dtspate , and to goict a 
djacuwioti, not eoailf settled upon dear nnndplc*, and 
armng from claims, irhicfa pnd© -wtrald permit neither party 
to abandon, by resorting as nearly as possible to the old, 
sncceisful course A mere repeal of the obnonous tai, loth 
a declaration of the legislatire anthonty of thu kiogdom, •sras 
then frilly eofflcient to procure peace to io/i Manisa 

creature of habit, and, the llrat breach being of rcry short 
ccmtUTiianee, tho colomes fell back ciaetJy into thmr ancient 
state. Tbe congreas has used an capression with rrgsrd to 
tins pagflcstion, whidi appear* to me truly significant. After 
the repeal of the stamp act, "tho eoloutos says thn ss> 
•ombly, “ into their ancient ttato of snnripcrfiae cen/f^fseo 
tM tioiker eovKlry " This uoturpectlng ecmfioenco u tho 
true centre of ( »ranty amongst maornd, aboct wluch all 
parts aro at rest It is this ssawpeeftsy nnfidence that ns 
mores oil difiladbes, and recoocilm au the eontradietions 
■which occur in the coraplcnty of all ancient, pniiled, pohti* 
cil cttablahmenti Happy are tho mlars which hare the 
secret of prosem ep^ it 1 

Tho wMe ctnprw has reason to remember, with ctonial 
gnititode, the wisdom and temper of that man and hi* ciccl- 
Lmt associate*, who, to rccorcr this eonfldcnco, fonaed a plan 
of paaficotion in 1700. That plan, bong built upon tho 
itttnro of man, and tho amunstanees end habits of tho two 
cocntnei, snd not on any nslooary fpceolslioai, perfectly 
answeted it* end, as long as it ws* thought proper to adhero 
to it 'Without pnng a rode shoeV to tho di^ty (well or 
fll undentood) of this parlkment, they garo perfi^ content 
to our depen^oes. Had it not been for tbe mcdistoml 
spirit and ^ent* of that greet man, between such eUihlng 
pretensions and pasawras, wo should then hare nahed head- 
long (I know what I say) into tho cslamitie* of that eitfl 
wir, In whiA, by departing from his systeio,wearo st lenrth 
inrolrcd} and ■wo should hare been precipitated mto that 
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war, at a time wben circumstances "botli at home and abroad 
were far, ver^ far, more unfavourable unto us than they were 
at the breaking out of the present troubles. 

I bad the happiness of giving m)" first votes in parliament 
for their pacification. I was one of those almost unanimous 
members, who, in the necessary concessions of parjiament, 
would as much ns possible have preserved its autliority, and 
respected its honour. I could not at once tear from my 
heart prejudices which were dear to me, and which bore a 
rcsemhlauce to virtue. I had then, and I have still, my 
partialities. "What parliament gave up, I wished to he given 
as of gi’ace, and favour, and nflection, and not as a restitution 
of stolen goods. High dignity relented as it was soothed ; 
and a benignity from old aclmowledgcd greatness liad its full 
efiect on our depeudencics. Our unlimited declaration of 
legislative authority jiroduccd not a single murmur. K this 
undefined power has become odious since that time, and full 
of horror to the colonics, it is because the vnsusjyiciom con- 
jidence is lost, and the parental affection, in the bosom of 
whose boundless authorit)'' they reposed their privileges, is 
become estranged and hostile. 

It wiU he asked, if such was then my opinion of the mode 
of pacification, how I came to ho the very person who moved, 
not only for a repeal of all the late coercive statutes, hut for 
mutilating, by a positive law, the entireuess of tlie legislative 
power of parliament, and cutting off from it the whole right 
of taxation ? I answer, because a different state of things re- 
quires a different conduct. TiTien the dispute had gone to 
these last extremities, (which no man laboured more to pre- 
vent than I did,) the concessions which had satisfied in the 
beginning, coidd satisfy no longer ; because the violation of 
tacit faith required explicit security. The same cause which 
has infroduced all formal compacts and covenants among men 
made it necessary. I mean habits of soreness, jealousy, and 
distrust. I parted with it, as with a limb ; but as a limb to 
save the body ; and I would have parted with more, if more 
had been necessmy ; anything rather 'than a fruitless, hope- 
less, unnatural civil war. This mode of yielding would, it is 
said, give way to independency, without a war. I am per- 
suaded from the nature of things, and from every information, 
that it would have had a directly contrary effect. But if it 
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bad thrt I confcw that I »boold prefer indcpcadencr 
ratbout rrar, to mdependenCT inth rt , and I hare to mnen 
tnitt m tbo inchnatioii* and prcjndic^ of mankind, and ao 
little m nnrthmg cite, that I ahould apoet ten timci moro 
benefit to tfiii kin^om from tbo afieclion of Anienca, tKonA 
under a eeporeto cftabluhmcnt, than &om her perfect tu^ 
mianon to tbo croim and parluuncnt, accomponied intb her 
terror, diagutt, and abborttmcc. Bodic* tied togetber by to 
mmatiiTal a bond of union as mntnal hatred, aio only cod' 
ncctod to their rum, 

Ono hundred and ten reepcctablo membm of parliaaient 
Toted for that conccwimi. Many not pretent, when the 
motion ira made, were of the acnhmetiti of tboto wbo roted 
I know it would then hare made penco. I am not mtbout 
hopca that it would do to at ptetent if it were adopted 
K 0 benefit, no rtjTcnne, could bo loat by it , fomothuu; might 
poanbly be ndrud by ita conteoucncc*. For bo l^y a*- 
■upcd, that, of all tbo phantom* tW oxer deluded tbo fond 
hope* of a croduloui world, a parliamentary rrrtmio in tbo 
oolome* a tbo moat pcrC.'ctlv ebimcncal Yemr brrakmg 
them to any mbioctioa, far from rcbmng your burthene, 
(tbo pretext for tua war,) will nem pay that mflitarr forco 
which will bo kept up to the deatruehon of tbetr liWrtlca 
and your*. I rut. nothing m tba propbeer 

Qeutlenien, you haro ray opinion on the pTc«rnt itato of 
public afijuT*.* Jfean a* twr may bo m tWorclvca, vour 
partiality ha* made them of *0010 importance AVrtbout 
troubling my»clf to uMfuiro wbrtbtr I «m under a formal 
obbgation to it, I hare a plcaauro in aecountinp for my con* 
duct to my constituent* I feel warmly cu Iba subject, and 
I ex pre** mywlf os 1 foci If I parromc to blame anr 
public proccoimg, I cannot bo auppooed to bo pcrsotril. 
Would to God I conld bo infpcctrd rt it Mj famt might 
bo greoter, but tbo publw calamity woadd Lo few citcnsirc 
If my conduct ha* not been able to make anv imprcwlon on 
tbo warm part of that anamt and powerful party, with 
wbo*c eupport I wm* not honoured «t my elccthm; 00 my 
ndc, my twpcct, regard ftiid duty to them u not at all bwmed. 

I ora tbc gentlemen who compoao it my mort humble eer- 
nco in Cl e ty thing I bopo that wbimercr any of them were 
pleased to t'rrmrnnnA me, that they found mo 'perfectly cipol 
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in my ol)edience. But flattery and fidendship are veiy dif- 
ferent things ; and to mislead is- not to serve them. I can- 
not purchase the favour of any man by concealing from him 
what I think his ruin. By the favour of my fellow-citizens, 
I am the representative of an honest, well-ordered, virtuous 
city ; of a people, who preserve more of the original English 
simplicity, and purity of manners, than perhaps any other. 
You possess among you several men and magistrates of large 
and cultivated understandings ; flt for any employment in 
any sphere. I do, to the best of my power, act so as to 
make myself worthy of so honourable a choice. If I were 
ready, on any call of my own vaidty or interest, or to answer 
any election pmyose, to forsake principles, (whatever they 
are,) which I liad formed at a mature age, on full reflection, 
and which had been confirmed by long experience, I should 
forfeit the only thing which makes you pardon so many 
errors and imperfections in me. Hot that I think it fit for 
any one to rely too much on his own understanding ; or to 
he filled with a presumption; not becoming a Christian man, 
in his own personal stability and rectitude. 

I hope I am far from that vain confidence, which almost 
always faila in trial. I know my weakness in all respects, as 
much at least as any enemy I have ; and I attempt to take 
security against it. The only method which has ever been 
foxmd efiectual to preserve any man against the corruption 
of nature and example, is an habit of life and communication 
of counsels with the most virtuous and pubHc-spirited men 
of the age you live in. Such a society cannot be kept with- 
out advantage, or deserted without shame. Eor this rule of 
conduct I may be called in reproach ^ party man; but I am 
little affected with such aspersions. In the way which they 
call party, I worship the constitution of your fathers ; and I 
shall never blush for my political company. All reverence to 
honour, all idea of what it is, will be lost out of the world, be- 
fore it can be imputed as a fkult to any man, that he has been 
closely connected with those incomparable persons, living 
and dead, with whom for eleven years I have constantly 
thought and acted. If I have wandered out of the paths of 
rectitude into those of interested faction, it was in company 
with the Saviles, the Dowdeswells, the "Wentworths, the 
Bentincks ; with the Lenoxes, the Manchesters, the Keppels, 
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0 Saundowce , latli tlio tcmpcnite, pomancnt, hercditair 
-tao of tho irboio IIotibo of CaTenduh; lUiiKjt atnoog 
ilcb, tomo hiTo eitonded jour Cuno and empire m armji ^ 
d all haro fbuRht the hattlo of joup libcrtica m fijcldi not 
« glorwut. — Thew, and manj moro like th«c, crafting 
blio prinoplct on pmato hononr, Isatb redoomed tho pr? 
it age, and Tronld Earo adorned tho moat iplcndid penod m 
nr hiitoTj "Wticre could nnj nuin, cona«cmi of hti om 
ihili^ to act alone, and 'srfllmc to ^ m ho ou^t to do, 
TO arranged himaclf better P If anj emo thlnVa thii Idnd 
■ocicty to bo taken up aa tbo beat method of gratiMug 
r, peracmal pnde, or ambitiooa intercat, ho la miftaioii, 
J ho kDOwa nothing of tbo ^orid. 

Preferring thla connenon, I do not mean to detract in 

1 alighteet degree from otberi, Tbcre are aomo of thoae, 
om 1 admiro at •omcthing of a greater diitance, with 
om I baro had tbo bai^IncM aUo periVeUj to agree, m 
loat all tbo partveobra, m ■rhich I haro differed inth »mo 
•ceaarro adimniftratioMi and they aro aneh, aa jt nercr 
i bo reputable to any goremmont to reckon among ita 
»miea. I hope thero are none of yon eomiptod mth tho 
■trino taught by mcked men for tbo irorat pnrpoaca, and 
cited by tbo malignant ercduiity of envy and ignorance, 
jch la, that tbo men who act upon tbo public itaco aro all 
ce I all equally corrupt , all Influencca by no otnrr netrt 
n tho aordid luro of aalair and pcnrion Tbo tbinc I 
nr by eiponcueo to bo IkUe Xorcr expecting to und 
fectSon in men, end not looking for Dirino attnbutea in 
iited bcinga, in my commereo with my eemferuporanea, I 
•a found mucb haman rirtuc I bare aeen not a littlo 
lUo •pint ) a real tubonlmatloo of Intercat to duty \ and a 
‘Cut and regulated acnfibility to honest Cimo and reputa- 
1 - The age uaquwttonablyprodueef (whether in a greater 
\c** number than former timea, I know not) danng protli* 
ea, and inaldwiia hypoentca. ^VbHtthmP Am I not to 
fl mTaclf of whatoTcr good ia to be found in the world, be- 
je of tho miituro of eril that win alwaya be in it f Tbo 
dinees of tho quantity in currencr only hrlghtrun tho 
uc Thry who raiw aurpldouf on toe good on account of 
bchanour of ill men, ere of the party of the Utter The 
imon cant ii no juitiliration for faking tbfi party I haro 
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been deceived, say tbey, by Titim and Maevim ; I have been 
■ tbe dupe of this pretender or of tbat monntebank ; and I 
can trmt appearances no longer. But my credulity and 
want of discernment cannot, as I conceive, amount to a fair 
presumption against any man’s integrity. A conscientious 
person would ratber doubt bis own judgment, than condemn 
bis species. He would say, I have observed without atten- 
tion, or judged upon erroneous maxims ; I trusted to profes- 
sion, when I ought to have attended to conduct. Such a man 
will grow wise, not malignant, by his acquaintance with the 
world. But he that accuses all mankind of corruption, ought 
to remember that he is sure to convict only one. In truth 
I should much rather admit those, whom at any time I have 
disrelished the most, to be patterns of perfection, than seek 
a consolation to my own unworthiness, in a general com- 
munion of depravity with all about me. 

- That this ill-natured doctrine should be preached by the 
missionaries of a court, I do not wonder. It answers their 
purpose. But that it should be heard among those who 
pretend to be strong assertors of liberty, is not only sur- 
prifeing, but hardly natural. This moral levelling is a servile 
principle. It leads to practical passive obedience far better 
than aU the doctrines which the pliant accommodation of 
theology to ' power has ever produced. It cuts up by the 
roots, not only all idea of forcible resistance, but even of 
.civil opposition. It disposes men to an abject submission, 
not by opinion, which may be shaken by argument or altered 
by passion, but by the strong ties of public and private in- 
terest. Bor if ^ men who act in a public situation are 
equally selfish, corrupt, and venal, what reason can be 
given for desiring any sort of change, wliich, besides the 
evUs^ which must attend all changes, can be productive of no 
possible advantage ? The active men in the state are true 
samples of the mass. If they are universally depraved, the 
commonwealth itself is not soimd. We may amuse ourselves 
with talking as much as we please of the virtue of middle or 
humble life ; that is, we may place our confidence in the 
virtue of those who have never ueen tried. But if the per- 
sons who are continually emerging out of that sphere, be no 
better than those whom birth has placed above it, what 
hopes are there in the remainder of the body, which is to 
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fanufili tte perpetnil mccenuni of the itate? All 'who 
hare erer ■wntton on goramiMnt ai© unjumncnu, that among 
a ^plo generally comipt;, Kber^ eannot long eoiff And 
jnoeea hoir it poanble P irlien thcwe who am to the 
lawf, to guard, to enforce, or to obOT them, are, by a tadt 
eonfedftraoy of mannerB, indiipoied to the Bpint of aB 
genoronf and noble institutKma. 

I am aware that the age is not what •we all 'wisK Bnt I 
am sure, that tha only means of checking its preapitate do- 
gttiOTcy, 18 heartily to concur with whaterer is the b^ in 
our time and to hare some tnore correct standard of judging 
what that best n, than the tnument and imccrtam Civonr w 


a court If once we aro able to find, and can provaO on our* 
selres to strrngthBn, an union of such men, whatcrer aca- 
denteHy becomaa indisposed to ill-eiarcised power, orcn by 
the ordinary operation of human pnaslont, must jcan witn 
that Bometr, and amnot long bo joined without m somo de- 
gree assunuttmg to it Virtue irfll catch as well as nco br 
contact , and the public stock of bcmeat, manly pnnaple will 
daily accumulate VTo aro not too nicely to scrntinue mo* 
tires as long os action u irreprosrhabla. It is enough (and 
for a worthy Tnmi pcrhape too much) to deal out its mumy 
to amnctea guilt and declared npoeUsT 

This, gentlemen, has been from tho oegmnmg tbo rule of 
my conourtj and I mean to coDtinno it, as long as such a 
body 08 I hare described can by any poaribQJty be kept to* 
getbiT, for I should tbmk it the most drenuful of idl of- 
fences, not only towards the present generation, but to all 
the future, if 1 were to do anythmg •which could make tbo 
mmutes t breach m this groat oonserratory of free pnnciplet. 
'nioso who perhaps haro the same intentions, but are separ- 
ated by some little political animoetice, will I hop© discern 
at last, how little condueire it is to any rational purpose, to 
lower its reputabom For my part, gentlemen, &om maeb 
experience, irom no little Ihmktng, and from compannp a 
great variety of things, I am thoroughly pcrioaikd, that the 
hiLit hopes of prosemng tho spint of tho English eonstitiitica, 
or of reimiting tho dissipaled members of the Engbsh race 
upon a common plan of tranquinity and liberty, does cotirely 
depend on tbcir firm and lasting umonj and abore all, on 
their keeping themselres from that despair, which is so rery 
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apt to fall on those, •whom a -violence of character and a mix- 
•ture of ambitious views do not support through a long, pain- 
ful, and rmsuccessful struggle. 

There never, gentlemen, was a period iu which the sted- 
fastness of some men has heen put to so sore a trial. It is 
not very difficult for well-formed minds to abandon their in- 
terest; hut the separation of fame and virtue is a harsh 
divorce. Liberty is in danger of being made unpopular to 
Enghshmen. Contending for an imaginary power, we begin 
■to acquire the spirit of domination, and to lose the relish of 
honest equality. The principles of our forefathers become 
suspected to us, because we see them animating the present 
opposition of our children. The faults which grow out of the 
luxuriance of freedom appear much more shocking to us than 
the base vices which are generated from the rankness of ser- 
vitude. Accordingly the least resistance to power appears 
more inexcusable in our eyes than the greatest abuses of au- 
thoiity. All dread of a standing nnlitary force is looked 
upon as a superstitious panic. All shame of calling in fo- 
reigners and savages in a ci-vil contest is worn off. "We grow 
indifferent to the consequences inevitable to ourselves from 
the plan of ruling half the empire by a mercenary sword. 
We are taught to believe, that a desire of domineering over 
our coun t r ym en is love to our coim'try ; that those who hate 
civil war abate reheUion, and that the amiable and concilia- 
tory virtues of lenity, moderation, and tenderness to the pri- 
vileges of those who depend on 'this kingdom, are a sort of 
■treason -to the state. 

It is impossible that we should remain long in a situa'tion, 
which breeds such notions and dispositions, -without some 
great alteration in the national character. Those ingenuous 
and feeling minds who are so fortified against all other things, 
and so 'unarmed to whatever approaches in the shape of dis- 
grace, finding these principles, which they considered as sure 
means of honour, -to he gyo-wn into disrepute, will retire dis- 
heartened and disgusted. Those of a more robust make, the 
hold, able, ambitious men, who pay some of their court to 
power through the people, and substitute the voice of tran- 
sient opuuon in the place of -true glory, will give in to -the 
general mode; and those superior understandings which 
ought to correct -vulgar prejudice, will confirm and aggra-vate 
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it* error*. 3Dinj tting* haro booa Iom operating totrapJi 
ft gradual change in onr principle*. But thu American 
•war b*» dono moro m a vety few year*, tinn all the otircr 
eaneca could have cflbcted in ft century It w therefore not 
on it* omi topeiate accotmt, but becanio of iti attendant 
circumitancc*, that I conwder it* continuance, or iti ending 
in any way but that of an honoiinible and liberal accommo* 
dation, *a tho grortett otOj which can bdaH ua. For that 
Tccaon I hftTo troubled you with this long letter For that 
naaon I emtroat you tgam and again, nertber to bo per- 
auidcd, tbamed, or friAtad out of the pranaple* that Etro 
hitherto led *0 many <rf you to abhor the war, it* can*©, and 
it* eoDicquencca. Lot tn not be arTHroj* the firct who ro* 
nounco the maxima of our {brdather*. 

I have tho honour to he, 

GmXEMET, 

Tcror moKt obedient and ^thful hvoable aerrant, 

itKJs. 

Secwn^ld, J^ril S, 1777 

P B. Too may communicate thi* letter m any manner 
you think proper to my conabtnenU. 



TWO LETTERS 


TO 

GENTLEMEN IN TEE CITY OE BRISTOL; 

ON THE BILLS DEPENHING IN PABLIAMENT BELATIVE TO THE 
TKADE OF IRELANH. 

1778. 


TO SAMUEL SPALI, ESQ., 

master of the society op merchants adventurers op BRISTOL. 

SlE, 

I am toHoured ■with your letter o£ the 13th, in answer 
to mine, which accompanied the resolutions of the House 
.relative to the trade of Ireland. 

You ■will he so good as to present my best respects to the 
Society, and to assure them, that it was altogether unneces- 
sary to remind me of the interest of the constituents. I 
have never regarded anything else since I had a seat in 
parliament. Having frecjuently and maturely considered 
that interest, and stated it to myself in almost every point 
of view, I am persuaded, that, under the present circum- 
stances, I cannot more efectually pursue it, than by giidng 
all the support in my power to the propositions which I 
lately transmitted to the haU. 

The fault I find in the scheme is, — ^that it falls extremely 
short of that liberality in the commercial system, which, I 
trust, win one day be adopted. If I had not considered the 
present resolutions merely as preparatory to better things, 
and as a means of showing, experimentally, that justice to 
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otbrri i« not alwnji foQy to oondrcf, I ihcmld tarn con- 
tented mytolf ^tfa Kfcciving tbem m a cold and iflont ac- 
qnicwccnce Separatclj* conndercd, tbcj arc mattert of tto 
very ^TCfit importanco. But tbey aim, noTroTrr irapcrf^ly, 
at a n^t principle I tubmit to tbo rertnunt to appcaao 
pTC3ud»co I accept tho cnlargcmcat, io Ctf a* it gooa, 01 tho 
rcfult of Tcawn and of lound policy 

TVo cannot bo imouiblo of too calanubct whicb ham 
been brought upon tbti natwo by an obitmate adherence to 
narrow and reitnctiTO plant of goremment I confew I 
cannot prcrail on myaelf to take tbem up, prccudy at a 
tune, iTDcn the moit dcomo cipcnence to tau^t the 
rcit of tbo trorfd to by them dooTL The propo«tioni in 
qncition did not onpnato from me, or from my particulat 
menda. But vben thingt aro to nib m Ihcmiclm, I hold 
it my du^, not to inquire from vhat bandi they como, 
I opposed tbo American mcaiuxc* upon tbo Tory lame 
pnnmplo cm •Kbicb I aupport tbexpo that rcUte to Ireland. 
I Tai conTiQceJ, that the onb whwb hate anacn from tbo 
adoption of the former, vould bo mfimtejy aggravated by the 
rejection of the latter 

Perbap* gentlemen aro not yet fully awaro of tbo mtnahon 
of tbecr country, and vrhat ita cn g cncci abiolntcly Tcquirc- 
I find that ve are itfll dnipoeod to talk at our caic, and as if 
aU thing! ancro to be regulated by our good plcaturc I 
■bould cottaidcr it ai a fstel symptom, if, m our present dis- 
tressed and sdixTBO orcumitances, no ibcmld persist in the 
errors which are natmul only to prosperity One cannot 
indeed sufficientlT Ument the conbnuanco of that spmt of 
dfluskm, by wbic\ for a long tune past, we have thought fit 
to measure our necessities by onr inclmahons. iloderation, 
prudence, aud equity, arc far more suitable to our eondrtion, 
than lofrioes*, and confidence, and ngour ’VTo are threat- 
ened by enemies of no imail magnitude, whom, if ire think 
sre mar despise, as wc hare dopisod others j but they are 
enemies who can only ceaso to be'tToty fdrnudable, by om 
cntertauning a duo respect for their power Our danger ww 
not be lessened by our shutting our eyes to it; nor wm 
our force abroad bo mcteaicd by rendering ourselTcs freufe 
and dmded at homo. 

There is a dreadful schism m tho British nation. Since 
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we arc not al)lo to re-nnite the cinpiro, it is our business to 
give all possible ^^gour and soundness to those parts of it 
which are still content to be governed by our councils. Sir, 
it is proper to inform yon, that our measures mmf he hraliiiy. 
Such a degree of strength must be communicated to all the 
members of the state, ns may enable them to defend them- 
selves, and to co-operate in the defence of the whole. Their 
temper too must bo managed, and their good aflcctions cul- 
tivated. They may then be disposed to bear the load with 
cheerfulness, ns a contribution towards what may be called 
with ti-uth and proprict}', and not by an empty form of words, 
a common cause. Too little dependence cannot be had, at 
this time of day, on names and prejudices. Tlic eyes of man- 
kind .are opened ; and communities must bo held together by 
an e\ident and solid interest. God forbid, that our conduct 
should demonstrate to the world, that Great llritain can, in 
no instance whatsoever, be brought to a sense of national 
and equitable policy, but'by coercion and force of arras I 
I wish yon to recollect, with what jiowers of concession, 
relative to commerce, as well as to legislation, his jMajesty’s 
commissioners to the united colonics have sailed from liuglaud 
within this week, "Wniethcr these powers arc snflicient for 
their purposes, it is not now my business to examine. But 
we aU Itnow, that our resolutions in favour of Ireland are 
trifling and insignificant, when compared n*ith the concessions 
to the Aificric.ans. At such a juncture, I would implore 
every man, who retains the least spark of regard to the jmt 
remaining honour and security of this country, not to com- 
pel others to an imitation of their conduct ; or by passion 
and ^dolence, to force them to seek, in the territories of the 
separation, that freedom, and those advantages, which they 
are not to look for whilst they remain under tho wdngs of 
their ancient government. 

After all, what are the matters we dispute with so much 
warmth ? Do we in these resolutions irstoiv an)fhing upon 
Ireland ? h^ot a shilling. "We only consent to leave to theni, 

. in •^o or three instances, the use of the natural faculties 
which God has given to them, and to all mankind. Is Ire- 
land united to the crown of Great Britain for no other pr^'" 
pose, than that we should counteract the bounty of Pro- 
vidence in her favour ? And in proportion as that boimty 
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tai boon liberal^ that wo nro to regard jt ni on ctil, wbich u 
to be met with m o ver j’ tort of corrcctirt) P To ny that Iro- 
land intcrferci with tn, and thcnjforo mnit be ebccted, h, m 
my opmion, a Trry mi»t»tcn and a tery dangcroo* pnoaple 
I urait beg kare to Tcpeat» what I took the liberty of ng- 
Mting to \xra in my hot letter, that Irclind ii a country m 
tno aamo climate, ond of tho aamo natural gualibca nnA pro* 
dactKmi, with thii , and bat contequenOy no other meant of 
growing wealthy m hertclf, or, in other wordt, of being ntc- 
fnl to nt, but by doing tho tot tamo thmgt whiiAwoao,for 
the tamo pnipote*. I hope th»t m Great Britain we thiui 
obrayt portne, without ciwplKin, ertry meant of protpenty , 
and of conrae, that Ireland tciU interfero with nt m tomcthing 
orothcr, for either m order tobtiit btT,weottwire«ffin)i om> 
•elrct, or wo mnat fill into that tbocking eonclimcin,fhatwo 
arc to keep oar yet remaining dependency under a general 
and indtacnminato rettramt. for tlm mero pnrpoto of oppre*- 
tionu Indeed, 8ir, England and Ireland may flonnth logo- 
tb» Tho wotrtd u laiw cnongh for ut both. Iiet it be onr 
care not to make ooradra too little for it. 

I know it It laid, that tho people of Ireland do not pay tbo 
same taict, and thereforo ongV not in oonity to cn;oy the 
Bame bcMGtt with thia. I o^ hepet, that tbo unhappy 
phantom of a eompuUory ejwal taratt^ had baunhjd ua long 
enongh. I do wore yoo, that until it u entirelv banithca 
from onr nnagmaboua, (where okcoo it hat, or caif'haTe, any 
custenee,) wc thaH nereT cease to do ourtcltet the mort ral> 
ttantml mJunex To tt^t argoment of equal taxation, I can 
<mlr *ar,-^hat Ireland paya u ma ny tire* at tho*e, who 
BTO the best judge# of herpcmt!rt,arDof opinion thocanbear 
To bear moro, the mutt haxe more ebilrty, and, m tbo order of 
nature, tho advantage mint precede tho charge. Thi* d»p<v 
•itKai of thmg* being the law of God, neither you nor I om 
alter it. So that if yon will hare moro help fiom Ireland, 
you must prmcmiJy *upplv her with more means. I bcberc 
it will bo found, tiit u men aro tufffered frcolv to coKitatc 
tbesp natuTal adrantages, a rirtnal cqualitv of cantributiou 
will come in its own tune, and will flow br an descent 
tinragi ifir own p r uper aerd zatasai Aji siifzspt 

to disturb that course, ond to force natnto, will only bring 
on umveraal discontent, diatre*#, and confiincm. 
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You tell me, Sir, tluit you prefer nu union with Ireland to 
the little regulations which arc proposed in parliament. 
This union is a groat question of stale, to whicli, wlicn it comes 
properly before me in my parliamentary capacity, I shall give 
an honest and unprejudiced cousidemtion. llowovcr, it is a 
settled rule with me. to make the most of my actual sitna^ 
iiou ; and not to refuse to do a proper thing, heca\iso there 
is something else more proper, which I am not able to do. 
This imion is a business of aifllculty ; and, on the principles 
of your letter, a business impracticable. Until it can bo 
matured into a feasible and desirable scheme. I wish to h.ave 
as close an union of interest and adcction -with Ireland ns I 
can have ; and that, I am sure, is a far better thing than any 
nominal union of government. 

Trance, and indeed most extensivo empires, which by vari- 
ous designs and fortunes have growm into one great mass, 
contain many pronnccs that are very diflereut from each 
other in prinleges and modes of government ; and they raise 
their supplies in diflercnt ways, in ditlcrent proportions, and 
under different authorities ; yet none of them are for this 
reason curtailed of their natural rights ; but they carry on 
trade and manufactures ndth perfect equality. In some way 
or other the true b.alanco is found, and all of them aro pro- 
perly poised and harmonized. How much have you lost by 
the participation of Scotland in all your commerce ? The 
external trade of England has more than doubled since that 
period ; and I believe your internal (which is the most ad- 
vantageous) has been augmented at least fourfold. Such 
virtue there is in liberality of sentiment, that you have 
grown richer even by the partnership of poverty. 

If you think that this participation was a loss, commerci- 
ally considered, but that it has been compensated by the 
share which Scotland has taken in defraying ^e public charge 
— I believe you have not ve^ carefully looked at the public 
accounts. Ireland, Sir, pays a great deal more than Scotland ; 
and is perhaps as much and as effectually united to England 
as Scotland is. But if Scotland, instead of paying little, had 
paid nothing at all, we should be gainers, not losers, by ac- 
quiring the hearty co-operation of an active, inteUigent peo- 
ple, towards the increase of the common stock ; instead of 
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OUT being emploTTid in wntolimg and cou n teraetnig tbem, and 
tbeiT being omplored in wntching and counteract!^ ut, with 
tho poenin and Aurlah jeoloaay of rirnla and enenne* on 
lioth Bide* 

I am furo, 8ir, that the commercial oiperience of tlie lofir- 
ebanti of Brntol will »oon diaabuae tbom of tbe prqudioe, 
that they can trado no longer, if countnea more lightly taxed 
are permiited to deal m tame oommoditia at the tame 
maiict*. You know that, irf iket, you trade rery largely 
where you are met by the goods of all natlona, ion eren 
pay high dutiea on the import of y our goods, and afterwards 
undere^ natumi leee taxed, at their own market* , md where 
good* of tho iam« kmd are not charged at olL If it were 
otherwite, you could trade teiy bttle Tou know, that the 
once of all eort* of manufacture it not a greet deed enhanced 
(oioept to the domestuj container) by any taxes paid m thi* 
country This I might rmy eaj&r prore. 

The tome eonaiderttuju will you from the 

henaion you e x pre ss with relation to tupira, and the diner- 
enco of dotiea paid here and in Ireland. Those dntie* 
aifeot the mtmor contunn only, and for obnoui reatont, 
rektrre to the mterett of rerenne itself, they muft be 
praportioued to his abChtr of p^ment , hut in ^ cate* in 
whl^ tngup Can be an oojeet <(f eomwifrce, and therefore ^ 
tlm Tiew) of nmlthjp, you are Beaudhle, that you are at Jeait 
on a par with Irelani At to your apprehentum* concern- 
ing the more adrantageou* ntuation of Ireland for tome 
brwchee of commerce, (for it it so but for some,) I tnut 
you will not find them more senont Milford Haren, which 
It at your door, may terre to show you, that the mere ad 
vanta^ of port* is not the thmg which ihifla the aeat of 
commerce fimn one part of the world to the other If I 
thought you mdined to take no thi* matter on local coutider- 
ationt, I should state to you, I do not know any pert of 
the kingdom so well ntuated for an adrantageou* commerce 
with Ireland a* Bristol , and that none would be so likely to 
profit of its pTo^>eniT at onr mW But your profit and 
then* must oomeur beggary and bonkrnptoy are not tho 
arcnnutonce* which innto to an infercooree witd iltti 
with any country j and I behove it will be found inrantHy 
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tTue, that the supcrlliutica of a rich nation furnish a hotter 
object of trade than tlie necessities of a poor one. It is the 
interest of the commercial \Yoi'ld that wealth should be fmmd 
everjm-herc. 

The true ground of fear, in mj’ opinioiij is this : that Ire- 
land, from the vicious system of its internal polity, will be a 
long time before it can derive any benefit from the libert)’" 
now granted, or from anything else. But, ns I do not vote 
advantages in hopes that they mn)* not be enjoyed, I wiU not 
lay any stress upon this consideration. I rather wish, that the 
parliament of Ireland may, in its own -wisdom, remove these 
nnpedimonts, and put their countTy in a condition to avail 
itself of its natural advantages. If thc}'^ do not, the fault is 
■with them, and not ndth us. 

I have '^^Tittcn this long letter, in order to give all possible 
satisfaction to my constituents, -with regard to the part I 
have taken in this afiair. It gave me inexpressible concern 
to find, that my conduct had been a cause of uneasiness to 
any of them. Kext to my honour and conscience, I have 
nothing so near and dear to me as their approbation. How- 
ever, I had much rather nui the risk of thsplcasing than of 
injuring them ; — if I am di'iven to make such an option. 
Tou obligingly lament, that you are not to have me for your 
advocate ; but if I had been cnpablc of acting ns an advocate 
in opposition to a plan so perfectly consonant to my known 

E rinciples, and to the opinions I had publicly declared on a 
undred occasions, I should only disgrace myself, -without 
supporting, -with the smallest degree of credit or effect, the 
cause you -wished me to undertake. I should have lost the 
only thing which can make such abilities as mine of any use 
to the world now or hereafter ; I mean that authorit}'- which 
is derived from an opinion, that a member speaks the lan- 
guage of truth and sinccrit)' ; and that he is not ready to 
take up or lay do-wn a great political system for the conve- 
nience of the hour ; that he is in parliament to support his 
opinion of the public good, and does not form his opinion 
m order to get into parliament, 'or to continue in it. It is 
in a great measure for your sake, that I u-ish to preserve 
this character. Without it, I am sure, I should be ill able 
to discharge, by any service, the smallest pai-t of that debt 
of gratitude and affection -which I owe you for the great and 

VOL. n. ' , E 
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toQOurablo trort yon hnre reposed m nie. I am, inth the 
hlgb^ regard and cst^jem, 

> SlE, 

Tour moft obedient and humble Berrant, 

E. B 

SHtem^Uid, April 23, im. 


COFT OP A LETTEE 


UESaRS ••***•* •**••• AUB CO, BRISTOL. 

QESTunrCT, 

It give* me the nioit aeniible concern to find, that 117 
rote on the retolab-ona rdahro to the trade of Ireland has 
not been fortunate enough to meet intb your wprobetion. 
I bate explained at large tie pound* of ^ eijnduct on that 
oocaaion in my lettera to the Merebanta’ Ball , but my Terjr 
Bincore rcguru and erteem for you xrill not pe nm t mo to Irt 
the matter paa* lathout an explanation, vhicb ib particular 
to youreelre*, and TThicb, I hope, -will prore eatiamctory to 
you. 

Tou tell me, that the eondact of your late member u not 
much irondered at , but you »eem to be at a lou to acccnmt 
for TniTiR , and you lament that I hare taken bo decided a 
part offoiHft my conatituente. 

Tlim 1 * rather a heary imputation. Boea it then really 
appear to you, that the propoohon* to which you refer, aro, 
on the of them, ao mamfeatlr wrcmg, and bo eertoinly 
ugunoua to the trade and manomcturei of Great Bntiun, 
and particularly to youia, that no man could think of pro 
poatng or Bupportmg them, except from reeentment to yon, 
or from Bome other obbqu© motive ? If you auppoee your 
late member, or if you Biqiposo me, to act upon otfe reaton* 
TO chooM to aTOT, to what do you attribute the coi^ 
dnrt of thertAw niemberi,whointhe begmning almoft una- 
innwraaly adopted those reeolntiouaP To what do you attri- 
bute the Btrong part taken 1^ the mmiaterB, and along wi th the 
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ministers, "by several of their most declared opponents ? This 
does not indicate a ministerial joh ; a party design ; or a 
provincial or local purpose. It is therefore not so absolutely 
clear, that the measure is vsrong, or likely to be injurious to 
the l^e interests of any place, or any person. 

The reason, gentlemen, for taking this step, at this time, 
is hut too obvious and too urgent. I cannot imagine, that 
you forget the great war, which has been carried on ivith so 
little success (and, as I thought, with so little policy) in 
America ; or that you are not aware of the other great wars 
which are impending. Ireland has been called upon to repel 
the attacks of enemies of no small power, brought upon her 
by councils in which she has had no share. The veiy pur- 
pose and declared object of that original war, which has 
brought other wars and other enemies on Ireland, was not 
very flattering to her dignity, her interest, or to the very 
principle of her liberty. Tet she submitted patiently to the 
evils she suffered from an attempt to subdue to your obedi- 
ence countries whose very commerce was not open to her. 
America was to he conquered, in order that Ireland should 
not trade thither ; whilst the miserable trade which she is 
permitted to carry on to other places has been tom to pieces 
m the struggle. In this situation, axe we neither to suffer 
her to have any real interest in our quarrel, or to be flattered 
with the hope of any future means of bearing the burthens 
which she is to incur in defending herself against enemies 
which we have brought upon her ? 

_I cannot set my face against such arguments. Is it quite 
fair to suppose, that I have no other motive for yielding to 
them, hut a desire of acting ayaimt my constituents ? It is 
for you, and for your interest, as a dear, cherished, and re; 
spected part of a valuable whole, that I have taken my share 
in this miestion. You do not, you cannot suffer by it. If 
honesty he true policy with regard to the transient interest 
of individuals, it is much more certainly so with regard to 
the permanent interests of commtmities. I know, that it is 
hut too natural for us to see our own certain ruin in the 
possible prosperity of other people. It is hard to persuade 
us, that everything which is yotoy another is not taken from 
ourselves. IBut it is flt that we should get the better of these 
suggestions, which come from what is not the best and 
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ionndett part of onr nature, and tliat ire ihonld fonn to oor- 
ielrct a Tray of thintmg, more mtional, more just, and more 
reLgiou* Trade u not a Inmted ttmn , u if the object* of 
mutual demand and oonrompbon could not atretdi be^d 
^ bounds of our jealousie*. God bn* mvon tbe earth to 
the Addreti of men, and he ha* undoubted^, m giTtog it to 
thorn, gtmn them Trhat la abundantly suffioifint fe aU their 
exigence* j not a acanty, but a moat liberal, pronawn for 
them all. The Author of our nature haa imtten it strongly 
m that nature, and ha* promulgated tbe numfi ^ ^ 
written word, that man shall eat hia bread by bii lahcur , 
and I am perauaded, that no man, and no combination of 
men, for their own idw of them particalar pToflt, with- 
out great itojncty, undertake to my, that bo tiaJl net do to , 
that they hate no tort of right, entW to prOTOJit the labour, 
or to withhold the bread. Ireland haring receired no row- 
pensationy directly or indirectly, for any reatramt* on their 
tradei, ought not, in jostioe or common honecty^ to be made 
■ubjert to anoh rectnunta. I do not mean to impeAeli tbe 
ngnt of tbe parliament of Great Britain to maire lav* for 
the trade of Ireland. I only speak of vhat law* it m right 
for parliament to make 

It u nothing to an oppreeaed pe^le, to tay that m part 
they are pr otected at our charge. The military force wfuch 
shall be Kept up m order to crump the natural ihonltie* of a 
people, and wpT 0 Teut their amral to their utnuwtprcvpcn^, 
IS the inrtrument of their semtude, not the mean* oi their 


proteebotu To protect men, i* to forward, and not to ro- 
stnun, their improremcnt. Else, what a rt more, than to 
avow to them, and to the world, that you guard them from 
other*, only to moke them a prey to yoUTMlf ? This fonda- 
raental nature of protection doe* not belong to £rce, but to 
all goTBmmantsj and la a* ralid m Turkey a* m Great 
Bntam. No goremioent ought to own that it oiirti for the 
purpose of dtwkmg tbe prosperity of ita people, or that there 
a such a pnnciplo inTolred m rla policy 

Under the impression of th»o aentiment* ^*nd not as 
wanting erery attention to my conshtuent^ wludi afiectxon 
yuA gfufatiicU. could inapirel I Toted. for tne*a billa which 
gire Ttm so mudi trouble. I Toted for them, not as doing 
complete juibca to IreUnd, but aa being something lees un- 
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just ttan the general prohibition which has hitherto prevail- 
ed. I hear some discourse, as if, in one or two paltry duties 
on materials, Ireland had a preference ; and that those, who 
set themselves against this act of scanty justice, assert that 
they are only contending for an equality. What equality ? 
Do they forget, that the whole woollen manufacture of Ire- 
land, the most extensive and profitable of any, and the natural 
staple of that kingdom, has been in a manner so destroyed 
by restrictive laws of ours, and (at our persuasion, and on 
our promises) by restrictive laws of their oion, that in a few 
years, it is probable, they will not be able to wear a coat of 
their own fabric ? Is this equality ? Do gentlemen forget, 
that the understood faith, upon which they were persuaded 
to such an unnataral act, has not been kept ; and that a 
liuen-manufacture has been set up, and hi^ly encouraged, 
against them ? Is this equality ? Do they forget the state 
of the trade of Ireland in beer, bo great an article of con- 
sumption, and which now stands in so mischievous a position 
with regard to their revenue, their manufacture, and their 
agriculimre ? Do they find any equality in all this ? Tet 
if the least step is taken towards doing them common justice 
in the bghtest articles for the most limited markets, a cry is 
raised, as if we were going to be ruined by partiality to Ire- 
land. 

Gentlemen, I know that the deficiency in these arguments 
is made up (not by you, but by others) by the usual resource 
on such occasions, the confidence in mibtary force and supe- 
rior power. But that ground of confidence, which at no time 
was perfectly just, or the avowal of it tolerably decent, is at 
this time very unseasonable. Date experience has shown, 
that it cannot be altogether relied upon ; and many, it* not 
aU, of our present difficulties have arisen from putting our 
trust in what may very possibly fail ; and if it should fail, 
leaves those who are hurt by such a rebance, Avithout pity. 
Whereas honesty and justice, reason and equity, go a very 
great way in securing prosperity to those Avho use them ; 
and, in case of fail\ire, secure the best retreat, and the most 
honourable consolations. 

_ It is very unfortunate that we should consider those as 
rivals, whom we ought to regard as fellow-labourers in a 
common cause. Ireland has never made a single step in its 
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progrew toirardi proepenty, by which jruu hsre not had q 
■har^ and perbapa the greoteit •hare, m the benefit. That 
pTogreM haa been dufifly oTnng to her ownnatnTol adTanUra. 
and her oim effarta, T»mch, cfler & long tune, and by •Tow 
degrees, hare premLed m aome mejurare orer the miackieTou* 
syitemB which, hare been adopted. Far enough abe la atill 
from haring amred eren at an ordinaiy state of perfection ; 
and if our lealcratiet were to bo conTerted into politics, u 
syitematieally aa aome rraold hare them, the trade of Ireland 
wcfuld Tanith out of the system of oommerce But bebere 
me, if Ireland u beneficial to you, it is so not from the parts 
in which it IS restrained, bnt from those m which it is left 
free, thoogh not left unriralled. The greater its freedom, 
the greater must be your adrontage. If yon ahonld lose In 
one way, you wiD. gam m trronly 
■Whilst I rooiain under this unalterable and powerful 
oormction, yoa will not wonder at the decided part I take. 
It IB my custom ao to do, when I aee my way clearly beforo 
me , and when I know that T am not misled hy any pession, 
or any peraonal mterett , as m this ease, I am veiy tnn, I 
am not. I find that disagreeable things are erronlated among 
my eonshtuenU , and I wiah my aantunenta, which form my 
jostiflcation, may be equally genenil with the oronlation 
against me. I liare the honour to be, with the greatest 
regard and oateem. 

Tour most ohediemt and humhla Berrant, 

E.B 

Wmbnxxnter, }Jsf 2, 1778- 
I Bend the bUla. 
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ON 

PEESEXrn^G TO TRB HOUSE OF COilMOHS, 


(OK THE urn EEBnoAnr, i;sc,) 

A PLAK roil THE BETTER SECURlXy OF TTIE 1^^)EPE^^DE^'CE OP PAR- 
LIA3IE^■T, AND THE ECONOMICAIi REFORMATION OF THE CnTL AND 
OTHER ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Mb. Speaker, 

I rise, in acquittal of my engagement to the House, 
in obedience to the strong and just requisition of my consti- 
tuents, and, I am persuaded, in conformity to tbe unanimous 
■\visbes of tbe Mbole nation, to submit to tbe rrisdom of par- 
liament, “ A Plan of reform in tbe constitution of several 
parts of tbe public economy.” 

I bare endeavoured, that this plan should include, in its 
execution, a considerable reduction of improper expense ; 
that it should effect a conversion of unprofitable titles into a 
productive estate ; that it should lead to, and indeed almost 
compel, a provident administration of such sums of public 
money as must remain under discretionary trusts ; that it 
should render the incurring debts on the civil establishment 
(which must ultimately affect national strength and national 
cr^t) so very difficult, as to become next to impracticable. 

But what, I confess, was uppermost with me, what I bent 
the whole force of my mind to, was the reduction of that 
corrupt influence, which is itself the perennial spring of all 
prodigality, and of all disorder ; which loads us, more than 
minions of debt; which tahes away vigour from our ari^ 
Misdom from our councils, and every shadow of aufhonty 
and credit from the most venerable parts of our constitu- 
tion. 
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Sir, I ftcrtipe jira, Tciy •olemnl}', ind intt a Tcry dor 
oon*cicmeo, timt nothing m tL® irorU hu led me to inch on 
undcrtaknifc but mv teal for tbo bonour of thi» Home, and 
the aettled, mbituflb ijatematic affectmn I boor to the cauae 
and to the pnnaplei <rt gorerninent 
I enter perfectly mto the nature and conacquencet of my 
attempt , and I odTsaca to it with a tremor that ehatea me 
to the nmioet fibre of my fiwne. I feel that I engage m a 
bnameat, m itaelf moat ungraaona, totally Nndo of the c om ae 
of pmd^t conduct , and, I really think, the meat com- 
pletely ftdTcrae that con be imaging to the natural turn and 
temper of my own mind. I know, that aD paraunemy la of a 
qoalrtyBpprQachiogto QnkmdneM, and that (on aomeperaon 
or other) ore^ reform most operate oa & aort of pmnihinnit. 
Indeed the whole claaa of the eerere and rwtnctiTO nrtuea 
are at a market aimoit too high for bumanitr What la 
woree, there ere reiy few of thoae Ttrtues which are not 
capable of being imitated, and eren oiildaDe, m many of thajr 
matt atrikmg efEeda, by the worft of nee*. Jdaligiuty and 
enry will orre much more deeply, and flpifb moeb more 
ahan^, in the work of retrencnioeiit, than fregthtr and 
prondenc©. I do not, therefore, wmirder, that gentlemen 
hare kept away from neb a taiak, as wall from gi^ nature 
at from prudanoa. PriTste feeling might* inde^ bo over- 
borne by legtalatiTQ reason, and a man of a long-ughted 
and strong nerred humanity might brtng himself not so 
naudi to contider from whom he takei a superfinous en^> 


mant, as for whom m the end he may pr es er r o the abaolote 
neceaaaxKs of hie. 

But it M much more easy to recondla this measure to 
humanity, than to bnng it to any agreement with prudence 
I do not mean that l^lla, aelMh, pibfol, bastard thing, 
which soroetnnea goes by the name oi a funily in whidi it a 
not legitimate, and to wbidi it la a dagnice , — mean emi 
that public end enlarged prudence, which, apprehensire of 
being diaablcd from rendering acceptable acmoes to tbo 
woil^ withholds itself from tboeo that are mndious. Gen- 
tlemen who ar^ with me, v e r gin g towards the decline of Ide, 
and are apt to form their ideas of knigi from tings of former 
times, might dread the anger of n reigning prince , — they 
who are more prondemt of too future, or by being young arc 
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more interested in it, miglit treml)lc nt llic rcscnimcnt of 
tlie successor ; they might see a long, dull, dreary, unvaried 
visto of despair and exclusion, for half a century, heforo 
them. This is no pleasant prospect nt the outset of a po- 
litical journey. 

Besides tins. Sir, the private enemies to he made in all at- 
tempts of this kind arc innumerable ; and their enmity "will 
he the more hitter, and the more dangerous too, hecausc a 
sense of dignity Avill oblige them to conceal the cause of 
their resentment. Very few men of great families and ex- 
tensive connexions, hut will feel the smart of a cutting 
reform, in some close relation, some bosom friend, some 
pleasant acquaintance, some dear, protected dependent. 
Emolument is taken from some; patronage from others; 
objects of pursuit from all. Men, forced into an involun- 
tary independence, Avill abhor the authors of a blessing 
which in their eyes has so very near a rescmbkauce to a 
curse. "When officers are removed and the offices remain, 
you may set the gratitude of some against the anger of 
others ; you may oppose the friends you oblige against the 
enemies you provoke. But sendees of the present sort 
create no attachments. The individual good felt in a public 
benefit is comparatively so small, comes round throiigh such 
an involved labyrinth of -intricate and tedious revolutions ; 
whilst a present, personal detriment is so heavy where it 
fiffis, and so instant in its operation, that the cold* commend- 
ation of a public advantage never was, and never will be, a 
match for the quiclc, sensibility of a private loss : and you 
may depend upon it. Sir, that Avhen many people have an 
interest in railing, sooner or later, they will bring a con- 
siderable degree of unpopularitj'- upon any measure. So 
that, for the present at least, the reformation will operate 
agamst the reformers; and revenge (as against them at the 
least) wm produce all the effects of corruption. 

ihis. Sir, is almost always the case, where the plan has 
c^plete success.^ iiow stands the matter in the mere 
attempt r ^ Nothing, you know, is more common than for 
men to wish, and call loudly too, for a reformation, who, 
when it arrives, do by no means Idee the severity of its aspect, 
iietormation is one of those pieces which must be put at 
some distance in order to please. Its greatest favourers 
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IfiTO it bettor m tbo abitmct than in the enbatance "V/lim 
any old projudico of their own, or any interest that they 
ynloe, u tonchod, they bocomo eompolcma, they become 
caphou*, and ererT man ha* hi* eoporato eiceptioiL Some 
plack oat tbo bluet ham, aome tho grey , one point must he 
giTotx up to one, another point mart be yielded to another , 
notlim^ II anfferod to prornil upon ita own pnnaple , the 
whole 1* to frittered down, and du^omted, that icarcdy a 
trace of the ongmal aebeme remain* I Thoa, between the 
Ternttonce of power, and tbo xmayatcmatical process of pope* 
Janty, tho undertaker and the undorlakna^ aro both exposed, 
and the poor reformer i* hie«ed off the ftage both by frio:^ 
and fooa 

OhaoTve, Bit, that the apolc^ for my undertolang (an 
apology which, though long, u no longer ibao neoeaBary) i* 
not groxmded on my wont oithefulleataenaeoftbedifficnltand 
jUTidiouB nature of the ta*k I nndertalce. I nsk odium if I 
■uoceod, and contempt if I fail- My excuse mnit leit m my 
own and your conTictiou of the obaolote, urgent ttficatliy 
there ta that aomething of the land ihould be oona. If there 
18 any uendeo to bo modo, either of eetonation or of fortune, 
the amelleit 1* the best uommander*>m-chief are not to bo 
put upon tho forlom hope But, indeed it i* ncceoeary that 
tho attempt ihould be mada It la ncoeesaiy from oor own 
political circumstance*, H xineeeesary from the operation* 
of the enemy , it ii neoeetory from the oamand* of the people, 
whoee dcau^ when they do not inibtato with the itahle end 
otemal rule* of juitice and reason, (rokm which are aboro tu 
and aljore them,) ought to bo as a law to a House of Com* 
mon*. 

A* to our cuwnmitance#, I do not mean to agpraraie the 
difficultres of thorn by tho itrength of any colouring whatao- 
erer On the oontrtjy, I obaerre, and obeme with pleaiare, 
that our affair* ratb« wear a more proimiing aspect than 
they did on the opemnff of this aeanou- "We haTO nad aomo 
leamng sueceswa. But those who mte them at the higbot 
(bightff a great deal mdeed than I dare to do) are of opmkm, 
upon tbo ground of such adrantagoe, we cannot at this 
tune hope to make any treaty of peace, which would not bo 
rmnou* and completely dingrocefuL In *uch an aunoa* 
ftate of thing*, ii dawning* of tucceai aerTO to ammato 
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our diligcnco, llicy ore good; if they lend to incronpo our 
prosumptiou, they arc \s'orsc than detoals. The H(;\to ol our 
afiairs shall then he ns promising ns any one inny choose to 
conceive it: it is. however, hul promising. AVo must, recol- 
lect, that, with but half of our natural sirenglli. wo Jiro at war 
against confederated powers, who have singly threat oned ns 
with ruin; wc must recollect, that, whilst wo are left naked 
on one side, onr other flank is uncovered by any alliance ; 
that, whilst wc arc weighing and halnncing our sueccsse.s 
agaiust our losses, wc arc nccumulaliiig debt to the amount 
of at least fourteen millions in the year. That lo.^^s is certain. 

I have no wish to deny, th.at onr s\jcee.‘>ses are ns brilliant 
ns any one chooses to make them ; our resonrc('.s too may, 
for me, ho ns nnfathomahle as they are roprc.sented. Indeed, 
they arc just whatever the people possess, and will submit to 
pay. Taxing is an easy business. Any t)rojcc(or can con- 
trive new impositions ; any bungler can add to tbe old. But 
is it altogctlicr xvise to have no otlu'r bounds to your impo- 
sitions, than tbe patience of those who arc to hear them ? 

All I claim upon the subject of your resources is this, that 
they are not likely to he increased by wasting them. — T Ihuik 
I Buall he permitted to assume, that a system of frugality 
will not lessen your riches, whatever they may he ; — 1 be- 
lieve it will not he hotly disputed, that those resources which 
lie heavy on the subject, ought not to he objects of prefer- 
ence; that they ought not to he the vcrj/Jirsf- choice, to an 
honest representative of the i)Cople. 

This is all, Sir, that I shall say xipon our circumstances 
and ovir resources ; I mean to say a little more on the 
operations of the enemy, because Ibis mailer seems to me 
very natural in our present deliberation. When I look to 
TOC other side of the water, 1 cannot help recollecting wlmt 
xyirhus said on reconnoitring the Eoman camp, “ These hnr- 
banans have nothing barbarous in their discipline.” "When 

"^4? +1 ^ 1 carefully looked, into the proceedings 

ot the brench king, I am sorry to say it, I see nothing of the 
^aracter and genius of arbitrary finance ; none of tho bold 
Irauds ot bankrupt pmyer ; none of the ivild struggles, and 
p opges, ot despotism in distress ; — ^no lopping off from tho 
capital ot debt; no suspension- of interest;- — no robbery 
under the name of loan ;— no raising tbe value, no debasing 
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tho mbetonco, of the ooia I bc© ueitHer Loma tbe IFoor- 
toenth nor Loroi the Fifteenth. On the controiy, I behdd 
mth Batoniahmont, rlaniff before me, by tctt handj of 
BThitrorj poirer, and in the Tory midrt of war anJ oonfimoTi, 
a re^fulir methodical oyitem of pnblio ®edit : I behold a 
fiibno laid on the natural and solid foundabona of tmrt wtWI 
confidence amone men , and namg, by fair gradationa, order 
OTHT order, aceordmg to the ju*t rales of symmetry and art. 
‘What a revopse of thm^l Fnnaple, method, regularity, 
economy, frugality, justice to indrndTiala, and care of the 
pwple, ore the reeonreee mth Trhjch France makes tcht upon 
Great Britain. God arert the omen 1 But if we should ace 
any genius in ‘vrar and politics anse m France to second 
what n done m the bureau { — I turn my eyea faim the can- 
sequences. 

The noble lord in the blue riband, last yenr, treated all 
this with contempt Ha nerer could conoetire rt possiblo 
that ^e French miarstet of finance could- to throngh that 
year with a loon of bat serenteeo hundred t&miand pounds; 
find that he should be able to fond thri loan without any 
tax. The seoosd year, howerer, opens the rery same seeneu 
A. small loan, a lo^ of no more tha^ two mOhans fire hun- 
dred thonsoad pounds, is to cany our enemies through tbe 
samce of this year also. No Ux i» raised to fond that debt, 
no tax IS mise^ for the current serncea. 1 am cswdihly m- 
formed that there is no anbapotmn whatsoeiyer Oom- 
pensations * are ccrrectW made. Old debts contmue to be 
snnk as m the tnne oi prafound peace. Ereai peymanta, 
•which their treasury had been aothansed to suspend during 
the tnTiB of war, are not suspended. 

A general reform, execute through every itperiwitMt t(f 
ike reT>enMe, creates an annual lucomo of more than half a 
million, whilst it fadlitatea and aimphflea all the fonctinai 
of administnition. The kms’a konwh^d — at the remotest 
amnues to which aH rofbrmatioa has been hitherto stopped, 
—that household, which has been the itrong^ld of prodi- 
cahty, the rirgm fortrets •which was never before attacked— 
has been not ^y not defended, but it baa, even m tbe forms, 

1 TbU tena cwnp«Jiends nitom tetrtbntkrQS Buda to perwoa ••ics* 
oflteet SIS tskan away or who, la an; oOwr -way, tufler by lia n*w ar- 
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been surrendered by tbe king to tbe economy of bis mini ster. 
No capitulation ; no reserve. Economy bas entered in tri- 
mnpb into tbe public splendour of tbe monarch, into bis 
private amusements, into tbe appointments of bis nearest 
and bigbest relations. Economy and pnblic spirit have made 
a beneficent and an bonest spoil ; tbey bave plundered from 
extravagance and luxury, for tbe use of substantial service, a 
revenue of near four bundred tbousand pounds. Tbe reform 
of tbe finances, joined to tbis reform of tbe conrt, gives to tbe 
> pubbc nine bundred tbousand pounds a year and ujiwards. 

Tbe minister Tvbo does these things is a great man — ^but 
tbe king who desires that tbey should be done is a far greater. 
We must do justice to our enemies — these are tbe acts of a 

P atriot king. I am not in dread of tbe vast armies of Erance : 

am not in dread of tbe gallant spirit of its brave and 
numerous nobility : I am not alarmed even at tbe great navy 
■which bas been so miraculously created. AH these things 
Louis tbe Eourteentb bad before. "With all these things, 
the Erencb monarchy bas more than once fallen prostra'te a'b 
tbe feet of tbe pubbc 'faith of Great Britain. It "was tbe 
want of pubbc credit which disabled Erance from recovering 
after her defeats, or recovering even from her ■victories and 
triumphs. It was a prodigal court, it was an bl-ordered 
revenue, that sapped ■the foundations of ab her greatness. 
Credit cannot exist ■under tbe arm of necessi'ty. Necessity 
strikes at credit, I abow, with a heavier and quicker blo^w 
under an arbitrary monarchy, than under a limited and 
balanced government ; but stib necessity and credit are 
natural enemies, and cannot be long reconcbed in any si^tua- 
on. IVom necessity and corruption, a free state may lose 
le spmt of that complex constitu^tion which is tbe founda- 
on or confidence. On tbe other band, I am far from being 
sure, at a monarchy, when once it is properly regulate(^ 
may mr a long tune furnish a foundation for credit upon 
e so^ y of its maxims, though it affords ho ground of 
in'w ^ ^ ® nistitutions. I am afraid I see in England, and 
'ranee, somethmg bke a beginning of both these things. 
I ^sb I may befoundin a mistake. 

IS vciy ^ort and very imperfect state of what is now 
g g on m Erance (the last circumstances of which I re- 
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ttarcd m «l>oirt ei^t &a^ *11®- tbo repwtry of the edict I 
do not, Sit, ]ay befare yon for *ny fnndion* jrarpow. It is 
in order to cicit© m ne tho spirit of a noble emulation — Let 
the netJona maie war npon eoch other (amce rre moat moke 
iror) not -with o low and migar malignity, trot by a competi- 
tion of Tirtnea Tin* is tb© only way by which ^th perbei 
can gum by war The Frenoh hare mutated tu, let na, 
throng them, imitate onraelTea , onrsrivee m onr better and 
happier days. If pnbhe fragnlrty, under whaterer men, or 
m wbatuver mode ofgoTeminoiit, is national ■ ire i igth, it fa a 
rtrength which our enemies aro m pofeeesion of b«bro ns. 

flir, I am well aware that tho state and the reanlt of the 
Pronch economy which I have laid before yon, are even now 
Lghtly treated by aome, who ought never to speak but from 
nuormation. Pains ham not b«n spared to represent them 
M imponticms on tho nobbo. Let me teU jon, Sir, that tbo 
creation of a navy, oca a two yeaia’ war w/tbout taxing, aro 
0 Toiy singular species of impostore But be it so For 
whet end docs Neckar carry os this dcdiuiOD ? Is it to 
lower the estnnatTon of the crown be eerrea, and to render 
his own admimstrotum oontamptible f No I no 1 He is con* 
peons that the sense of manlond is so clear and deeded is 


feremr of economy, and of tbo wmgbt and value of its re- 
sources, that be turns himself to ©rery spetaea of fraud and 
artfioo to ohtam the mero ropntatkm of it ilen do not 
alTect a conduct that tends to tbeor discredit Lot ni, then, 
pet tbo better of Monsieur Neckar in hii own way — let ns 
do m reality whfit he does only m protonco — let us turn 
hifl French tinsel into English gold. Is then the mero 
opmion and appearance of Irogabty and good mansgoment 
of Buch use to j mne©, and ui the substanoe to be so nus- 


ohiovous to England? Is the very constitution of nature 
so altered by a sea of twenty vmesy that economy ibonld 
pT© power on the continent, and that profusion should give 
it here ? For God's soke let not this be the only fashion of 
Prance which wo rofoaa to oopy 

To the last kind of necessity, tbo desires of tb© people, I 
have but a tott few words to say Tbo ministers seem to 
contest this point , and affect to doubt whether the people 
‘ Edict, i cfh t ered 29th Jumuy, 1780 
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do really desii’e a plan of economy in the civil government. 
Sir, this is too ridiculous. It is impossible that they should 
not desire it. It is impossible that a prodi^alit}', ivhich 
draivs its resources from their indigence, should he pleasiog 
to them. Little factions of pensioners, and their depend- 
ents, may taUc another language. But the voice of nature 
is against them ; and it -will he heard. The people of England 
vrih not, they cannot take it kindly, that representatives 
should refuse to their constituents, u'hat an absolute sove- 
reign voluntarily ofters to his subjects. The expression of 
the petitions is, that “ before avy new burthens are laid %tpon 
this country, effectual measures be taken by this House to in- 
quire into an^ correct the gross abuses in the expenditure of 
public money” 

This has been treated by the noble lord in the blue riband, 
as a vrild, factious language. It happens, houever, that the 
people in their address to us, use almost word for word the 
same terms as the long of Erance uses in addressing himself 
to his people and it differs only, as it falls short of the 
IVench king’s idea of what is due to his subjects. “ To con- 
vince,” says he, “ our faithful subjects of the desire we enter- 
tain not to recur to new impositions, until we have first ex- 
hausted all the resources wliich order and economy can 
possibly supply,” &c., &c. 

These desires of the people of England, which come far 
short of the voluntary concessions of the king of Erance, are 
moderate indeed. They only contend that we should inter- 
weave some economy with the taxes with which we have 
chosen to begin the war. They request not that you should 
re y up(m economy exclusively, but that you should give it 
rank md precedence, in the order of the ways and means of 
this smgle session. 

But if ^ were possible; that the desires of our constituents, 
esires winch are at once so natural, and so very much tem- 
pere and subdued, should have no weight with a House of 
ommons, which has its eye elsewhere ; I would turn my 
yes 0 the yeiy quarter to which theirs are directed.' I 
matter ivith the House, on the mere policy 
1 “lESstion ; and I would undertake to prove, that an 
ry erehction of abuse is the direct interest of govem- 
Gu , 01 government taken abstractedly from its duties, 
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*nd coBJidcped rocrelj aa & Byrtem intcndiiig ita om eon 
•crTatron 

If there ii any one miDent cntenon, Ttich, above tH the 
Te#t, dirtin^niitiM a irwe jjovernment from an admmiatntion 
■weak and improvident, rt u tluaj— "-well to know the beat 
•hmo and maimer of yielding what it la impoaaible to keep.” 
There hate been. Sir, and there are, many who chooM to 
chicane ■with their ntuabon, rather than be inttmcted bv it 
Those centlemen argue egamat eveiy desire of refonnafion, 
upon the pnnaplea of a cnmmnl prosecution. It is enough 
for them to justify their adherence to a peniiaoiu aysteta, 
that it » not of their ecmtnvance , that rt u an inheritance 
of tbsnrdity derived to them their ancestori, that 
they can make out a long and unbroken pedigree of nnt> 
mamgeri that have gone before them. ThW are proud of 
the antiquity of their home , end they defend their error*, 
a* if they were defending thOT mluTitance afraid of derCK 
gating from then* nobility , and carofuDv aroiding a sort of 
blot in tbar •cutcheon, which they ttmk would d^rtde 
them for ercr 

It wv* thus that tho imfcnrtnaate Charle* the First de- 
flfflded f on the practice of the Stuart who went b^ore 
him, and of all the Tudors ; hi« partiaan* might hare gcme 
to the Flontagenet*. — ^Thcy might hare found had eiamjpln 
enough, both abreod and at home, that could have thown an 
aneent and fllastnoua descent. But there u a tune when 
men will not auffer had thmgi became ttar anecatori hare 
anfiered worae There li a tone, ■when the boarr bead of m- 
Tcterato abuse will neither draw i cv ci foce, nor ottam protcc 
bon. If the noble lord m the hloe riband plcadj 
5 wi 7/»” to the diargea brought ammst the present i j ' it em of 
pahlm economy, it » not possible to pvc a Cur verdict by 
■winch he will n^ stand ac qui tted. Bat pleading i* not our 
present bmmeM Hia pl» or hu trarerie mty be aDowed 
ai an answer to a charge, when a chaigo » made Bat ifhe 
puts hcnsclf m the way to obstruct refonnatKm, thm the 
unite of ht* ofEco nurtantly become hie own. Inatrad of a 
public officer m en abntire departroent, whose pronnee ts an 
object to be regulated, ho become* a crumral who » to bo 
pimialM^ I do most scnomly put it to ednmustraboti, to 
coaiidfT the wisdom of a tnndy reform. Early rdbimahonf 
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are ainicaWe arrangemeuts •witli a friend in power ; late re- 
formations are terms imposed upon a conqnered enemy: 
early reformations arc made in cool Wood ; late reformations 
are made nnder a state of inflammation. In tliat state of 
tilings the people behold, in goverament nothing that is re- 
spectable. They see the abuse, and they Aidll see nothing 
else — ^They fall into the temper of a furious populace pro- 
voked at the disorder of a house of iU, fame ; they never 
attempt to correct or regulate ; they go to work by the 
shortest way — They abate the nuisance, they pull doivn the 
house. 

This is my opinion with regard to the true interest of 
government. But as it is the interest of government that 
reformation should be early, it is the interest of the people 
that it should be temperate. It is their interest, because a 
temperate reform is permanent ; and because it has a prin- 
ciple of growth. "Wlienever we improve, it is right to leave 
room for a frmther improvement. It is right to consider, to 
' look about us, to examine the effect of what we have done. — 
Then we can proceed with confidence, because we can pro- 
ceed with intelligence. Whereas in hot reformations, in 
what men, more zealous than considerate, call mahing clear 
work, the whole is generally so crude, so harsh, so indigested ; 
mixed with so much imprudence, and so much iniustice ; so 
contrary to the whole course of human nature and human 
institutions, that the very people who are most ea^er for it 
are among the first to ^ow dis^sted at what they have 
done. Then some part ot the abdicated grievance is recalled 
from its exile in order to become a corrective of the correc- 
tion. Then the abuse assumes all the credit and popularity 
of a reform. The very idea of purity and disinterestedness 
in politics falls into disrepute, and is considered as a vision 
of hot and inexperienced men ; and thus disorders become 
incurable, not by the virulence of their own quabty, but by 
the unapt , and violent nature of the rememes. A great 
part, therefore, of my idea of reform is meant to operate 
gradually; some benefits xvill come at a nearer, some at a 
more remote period. "We must no more make haste to be 
rich by parsimony, than by intemperate acquisition. 

In my opinion, it is our duty when we have, the desires of 
the people before us, to pursue them, not in the spirit of 
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literal oljedwnce, -rlucii may militate irrtli tteir reiy ptm- 
mple, mxKh lot to treat th^ mth a peeniH and conten- 
tions hti^atian, as if ire Tere adrerae partiee in a imt. It 
uronld, Sir, be meat dubanonarabb for a fluthflii represent- 
atire of the commons to take adTantan of an msrtidaial 
eipretnon of the peopb’a ■va»iiee» m order to frustrate tbeir 
otteinment of wh^ they bare an nndoobted nght to erpect 
Vft are mder infinite obligatioas to onr cen^toents, who 
baTB raised ns to so distingmshed a tmst, twI bare imperied 
such fl d^ree of aonrtrty to common obaractcri "We ongbt 
to walk before them with jnmty, planmesa, and mtegnty of 
beoxt , with ■filial and not with ilansh fear, whi^ u ib 

ways a low and trickling thmg For my own part, in what 
I hare meditated upon that a&ject,! cannot inWd take 
on. mo to say I bare tie hononr tofotJeno tbe sense of the 
people. The tmib is, I U os tAa ict^, while I was pnr- 
sning their intamt eeccrdmg to my own ideas. I am happy 
beyond expm&on to find that my mtcntions hare so far co- 
incided with tbein, that 1 bare not had canse to be m tbe 
least scropnloos to sign their petition, eonoeiring it to oiprew 
my own opunons, as nearly as gener^ terms can express tbe 

t^erolbr^ta^^^^to*i^ ns a fair mediilor between 
goremment and the peopIe,eDdBOTotmiig to form apian which 
ahonld hare both an eeriy and a temperate oporatioii. I 
Titfan, that it ahonld be sahatantal ) that it ahonld be lys- 
temabe. it should rather st^e at the first cause of 

prod^obty and c ur r up t mfinoiee, than attempt to fedbw them 
m aU their efieoU. 

It was to fulfil the first of these objects (the proposal of 
something lubstaniisl) that I found myself obbged, at the 
outset, to meet a plw proposed by an hanouxahle and at- 
tentire member of parliament,* with reiy good intentions on 
bis pert, about a year or two aga Bit, the plan I apeak of 
was the tar of lloper cmi mined npon places and pennons 
donuK the contmuance of tbe American war — Nothing, Sir, 
couldbare met my ideas moro than ineb a tax if it was con- 
mdeTecI as a practim aatiro on that war, and osapenaJir®?' 
on those who led ns into it j but m any other new it appear- 
ed to roe reiy liable to Directions. 1 considered tho scheine 
> Tbuou Gnbart, Baq., rn cnlwr for 
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ns neither suhstnntial, nor permanent, nor systemniicnl, nor 
likely to ho a corredive of evil inilnenco. I have always 
thought emploYincnts a vor)' propel* subject of regulation, 
hut a very ilhclioscn subject for a lax. An ccpial tax upon 

S srt)’’ is rcasou.able *, because the object is of the same 
tj*- throughout, Tlic species is the same, it diflers only 
in its quantity : hut a tax upon salaries is totally of a dilfcr- 
eut nature ; there can ho no equality, and consequently no 
justice, in taxing them by the hundred in the gross. 

"We have, Sir, on our cslahlishmcnt, scvcr.al ofllccs which 
perform real sen-ice — 'Wc have also places that provide largo 
rewards for no scrncc at all. AVc have stations which are niado 
for the public decorum ; made for preserving the grace and ma- 
jesty ot a great people — We have likewise expensive formal- 
ities, which tend rather to the disgrace than the ornament of 
the state and the court. This, Sir, is the real condition of 
our est.ahlishments. To fall with the same severity on objects 
so perfectly dissimilar, is the verj- reverse of a reformation. 
I mean a reformation framed, ns all serious things ought to 
.he, in number, weight, and measure. — Suppose, for instance, 
that t\vo men received a salary of £800 a year each. — In 
the office of one there is nothing at all to bo done ; in the 
other, the occupier is oppressed by its duties. — Strike off 
25 per cent, from these Wo offices, you take from one man 
£200, which in justice ho ought to h.ave, and you give in effect 
to the other £000, which he ought not to receive. The pub-- 
lie robs the former, and the latter robs the public ; and this 
mode of mutual robbery is the only way in which the office 
and the public can make up their accounts. 

But the balance, in settling the account of this double 
injustice, is much against the state. The result is short. 
You purchase a saving of Wo hundred pounds, by a profu- 
. sion of six. Besides, Sir, whilst you leave a supply of unse- 
cured money behind, wholly at the discretion of ministers, 
they make up the tax to such places as they wish to favour, 
or in such new places as they may choose to create. Thus 
the_ civil list becomes oppressed with debt ; and the public is 
obliged to repay, and to repay with a heavy interest, what it 
has taken by an injudicious tax. Such has been the effect of 
I the taxes hitherto laid on pensions and employments, and it is 
no encouragement to recur again to the same expedient. 

r 2 
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Iq effect* fncli a pcheme ta not calculated to produce, tut 
to prerent, refonnahoiL It tolda out a ahadon- of present 
gam to a greedj andnece»«itouaputlio,todiTert tbm atten- 
twa from tiKwo atuaeB, ^tich m reality are the great «n*e* 
of tbeir want*, Itnacompoartjontoataymmury, itaaflne 
paid by Tnamanagcmopt, for fto renewal of ft* leaw. TVTiat 
If vorae, it I* a fine pud byuidn*t3jaiidment,faraii mi^nm* 
ity to the idle and the warUil«*, But I alaill »ay po more 
upon thn tome* becmne (whatmer map' be grren out to 
coutraiy) I knw that the noble lord m tbe blue riband per- 
fectlr agree* witb me m tbeie •enbment*, 

Aiter all tbat I bare aaid on tha aul^oct, I am lo aenriblo 
that it 1 * OUT duty to try CTcrything which may contribute to 
the relief of the natian, that I do not attempt wboHy to re- 
probate the idea emi of a tai TTbenever, 8ir, the en- 
cTunbrance of ueeW* offco (wbidi Ue* no 1cm a dead weight 
upon the aemee of the than moon il* remmee) *hall 
bo remoTcd j — when the reniaimng office* *ludl bo dassed ac- 
nrrdiDg to the jart proportion of ttiar reward* and fcmeea, 
•o aa to admit the appheation of an equal role to them tax- 
ation, when the diacretwtnuy power orer the ciril l»t cub 
•hall M *0 regulated, that a mmixter shall no lonm hare 
the means of repaying with a pnrste, what is taien by a 
pubbe, hand — if a!^ all thete prehnunary rcgulathm*, it 
sbcrald be thought that a tax on places u an oV|ect worthr 
of the publie attention, I shall be rery ready to 1^ royhand 
to a ndactiMi of tbear emohnnent*. 

Hanng thn*, Sir, not bo moch absolotdy rejected, as 
postponed, the plan of a taxation of office, —my next htmae** 
was to find »omethuig which might be rttlly substantial and 
effiwtuaL I am quite clear, that if we do not go to the rcry 
ongm srtd first ruling cause of gnerancet, we do nothing 
"V^^at doe* it signify to turn abuse* out of oco door, if we 
are to let them mat another? "What doe* it signify topro- 
roote ecucomy npoo a measnrej and to eufier it to be sub- 
Tcrted m the prmaple P Oar miaisters are far frtnn being 
wiudly to blame for the present ill order which prerafl*. 
■yrinUt mitittrtkms directly repugnant to pood management 
are suf&ied to remain, no efiectum or lasting reform eon be 
introduced- 

1 there fore thought it necessary, as soon as I coneeiTed 
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tlionglits of siibiniliring to yo\i some plnn of reform, to tnlce 
a com])rclJcnsive vio\v of tlic staic of Inis couiilry ; to make a 
sort of survey of its jurisdictions, its estates, nud its establisli- 
ments. Somctluug. iii every one of them, seemed to mo to 
stand in the way of all economy in their administration, and 
prevented every possibility of methodizing the system. But 
being, as I ought to ho, doubtful of myself, I was resolved 
not to proceed in an arhiirarj/ manner, in any particular 
•which tended to change the settled state of things, or in any 
degree to alfcct the fortune or situation, the interest or the 
importance, of any individual. By an arbitrary proceeding, 
I mean one conducted by the private opinions, tastes, or feel- 
ings, of the man who attempts to regulate. Those private 
measures are not standards of the exchequer, nor balances of 
the sanctuary. General principles cannot be deba\ichcd or 
corrupted by interest or caprice ; and by those principles I 
■was resolved to work. 

Sir, before I proceed further, I will lay these principles 
fairly before you, that afterwards you may bo in a condition 
to judge whether every object of regulation, as I propose it, 
comes fairly under its rule. This will exceedingly shorten 
all discussion between us, if we are perfectly in earnest in 
establishing a system of good management. 1 therefore lay 
down to myself seven fundamental rules ; they might indeed 
be reduced to two or three simple maxims ; but they would 
be too general, and their application to the several heads of 
the business before us would not be so distinct and visible. 
I conceive then, 

JB'irsf, That all jurisdictions, which furnish more matter 
of expense, more temptarion to oppression, or more 
means and instruments of corrupt influence, than ad- 
vantage to justice or political administration, ought to 
be abolished. 

Secmdly, That all public estates which are more subser- 
"vient to the purposes of vexing, overawing, and in- 
fl.uencing those who hold under them, and to the ex- 
pense of perception and management, than of benefit to 
the revenue, ought, upon every principle both of revenue 
and of freedom, to be dispos'ed of. 

Thirdly, That all offices which bring more charge than 
proportional advantage to the state; that all offices 
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Trhich may be ingrafted on otben, muting and nmplify 
mg tbeirdatiea, ought intheflretcaaeto oetakeneway, 
and in fbe tecond, to be oonsobdated 

Fourildj, Thai all aacb offloea ought to be abolithed, u 
obatiTict the proapect of the general fopenntcndaiit of 
finance , ■whim destroy hia enpermtendenCT, -which dia- 
ablfi him firom foreaeemg and pronding for charge* ta 
they may oocnr , from parenting oxpenae m it* origin, 
dieclnng it in it* progrew, or fiecnring ita application to 
ita proper pnrpoeet. A mmuter, nnoor whom eipenfee 
can be made without hia knowledge, ran nerer eay what 
ft IS that he can tpend, or what it i* that he can save. 

That it la pro^ to e«tabli*h an mvanablo order 
m all pt^meirtB j which will prerent partiality, which 
•win gire preference to aemcc*, not aocording to the 
nnportnzu^ of the demandant, but the rank anrl order 
of thmr uubty or their joaboe. 

BtstUg, That it 1 * right to redoe© erery eatablahmant, 
and emy part of an ectabliahment, (a* nevriy a* poB>- 
ble,) to oeitauity ; the life of ell or^ and good zDan* 
agemenh 

SneniJtly, That all fubardmat© trcasimea, as the nnraenea 
of miamanagement, end a* natoreHy drawing to tbem- 
eelree a* muah money a* thw can, keeping n a* long as 
they can, and accounting lor it a* late u they can, 
ought to be dueobod- TTiey haro a tendency to per- 
plex and dtstraet the pubbo aceounlL end to excite a 
suspicion of goTommeni eren beyond the eotent of their 
abi^ 

Under the authontr and with the guidance of tho«o pwn- 
oiple*, 1 proceed i wiiiung that nothing m taxr estabbthmeui 
•mny be changed, where 1 am not able to make a strong, db 
reot, and scud application of tbo«e -pnnciplo*, or of Kane 
one of them An economical con sti tution u a neeoMaiy 
basis for an economieal admimstrntion. 

Rrst, -with PCfflird to the KrTereign jonsdiohoD*, I most 
obeerre, Sir, that whoever take* a new of this kfngiim in * 
onisoiT manner will imagmo, that ho beholds a s^d, rom- 
pcicteii fTiTff rtrm fjrteai ^ ia wiMb aJJ mfrnnr 

jraadictian* arc out u rays direrguig from one centre. 
on jt more nea^y yon flntf modi eccentricity and 
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confusion. It is not a monarchy in strictncRS. But, ns in 
the Saxon times this country "wna nn hcplnrehy, it is now a 
strange sort of pcntarchii. It is divided into five several dis- 
tinct principalities, besides the supreme. There is indeed 
this diilerencc from the Saxon limes, that ns in the itinerant 
exhibitions of the stage, for want of a complete company, 
they are obhged to throw a variety of parts on their chief 
performer ; so our sovereign condescends himself to act not 
only the principal, but all the subordinate, parts in the play. 
He condescends to dissipate the royal character, and to trillo 
with those light, subordinate, lacquered sceptrres in those 
hands that sustain the hall representing the world, or which 
wield the trident that commands the ocean. Cross a broolc, 
and you lose the Icing of England ; but you have some com- 
fort in coming again under his Majesty, though “ shorn of 
his beams,” and no more than Prince ol "Wales. Go to the 
north, and 3’ou find him dwindled to a Duke of Lancaster ; 
turn to the west of that north, and he pops upon you in the 
humble character of Earl of Chester. Travel a few miles on, 
the Earl of Chester disappears ; and the king sinprises you 
again as Count Palatine of Lancaster, If you travel beyond 
Mount Edgecombe, you find him once more in his incognito, 
and he is Duke of Cornwall. So that, guito fatigued and 
satiated with this dull variety, you are infinitely refreshed 
when you return to the sphere of his proper splendour, and 
behold your amiable sovereign in his true, simple, undis- 
guised, native character of majest)^ 

In every one of these five principalities, duchies, palatin- 
ates, there is a regular establishment of considerable ex- 
pense, and most domineering influence. As his Majesty 
submits to appear in this state of subordination to himself, 
his loyal peers and faithful commons attend his royal trans- 
formations ; and are not so nice as to refuse to nibble at 
those crumbs of emoluments, which console their petty 
metamorphoses. Thus every one of those principabties has 
the apparatus of a kingdom, for the jurisdiction over a few 
private estates ; and the formality and charge of the exche- 
quer of Great Britain, for collecting the rents of a country 
’squire. Cornwall is the best of them but, when you com- 
pare the charge with the receipt, you find that it furn- 
ishes no exception to the general rule. The duchy and county 
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palatine of Lanouter doiLot^ieId,u X haTereasan tobelicTB, 
on on nrorage of twenty yeon, four tboneand potmda a year 
clear to tlie ctowtl Aa to 'Wolei, and the connty polatme of 
Oheator, I here my dcrobts rtother tlieip pTodacOm eiohe- 
qner yidda any retnma et olL Yet one may aay, tha t iiua 
rerenno n more fkithfuHT arohed to ita pnrpooea than any 
of the reat , aa it oxiata for uio aole pnrpoeo of multiplying 
ofBcee and extending inflneneo 
An attempt wnalatfc^ made to im pror e this hranoh of local 
mflnetLce, and to tranafer it to the mnd of general carruption. 
I hare on the aeat behind me, the conatitatian of Mr John 
Probert^ a knioht-emmt dabbed by the noble lord m the 
hlne riband, and aent to aeorch for lerennee and adrenturM 


E the monntama of "VTaleo. TTie commiHion la lemark- 
and lie erent not leaa ao The coonimaaion acts forth, 
that " Upon a rewrt of the dtjmtw anditxrr (for tbere la a de- 
pirty anortar) Qftaepnnapolityaf "Waleo, it appeared, that hk 
ilajeaty'i land romnae* m the aid pTrocrooIitje* are ^rraily 
dmHiuiifrf,” — and “ that upon a rtperi of t^ im t r>f yewer a i 
of hu Mjge>ty'alandreTenne«,iipQ&a«te«enal oftheanditfv 
of hu U^cat^a remoaai rUkut tif tmJ jfrrna^Ujjt, that ha 
mmn and foreata hare prodoeed Tory 7tttUpni[fU tuieriotlia 
ptUte rereaae or to mdinduMU therefore they appobil: 

Mx Probert, with a ponekm of three htn^red peronda a year 
from the aold pnnapalrty, to try iphether be can mahe any- 
thing more of that rery /ittZewhuA ia stated to be ao 
dimimabed- iwar/yaewifat And yet, 

Brr, you will reiriark — tnat this ifimnintum from httleneoa 
(wiiioh aerrea only to p r u re the infinite dimibility matter) 
waa not for want of the tsnder and oiEeuma care (aa wo aeej 
of i ur reyoTB-genend and lurvoyoiMarticular , of andHora 
and deputy anditOTi , not for want ofmemonah, andremoo- 
atnmceo, end reporti, and commiaeKina, and conatitotiana, 
and mguixitioiiB, aifd ponaxoua. 

Probert, thna arme^ end aceoutred— and paid, proceeded 
on hia adrentirre i but be waa no aooner amTcd on the eon- 
finei of "VTidea, toan aH 'Walee waa in arma to meet him. 
Hiat nation It braTO and fhll of apirrt Bmce tbeinraokaiof 
Kmg Edward, and the mnaaacre of the birds, there new waa 
auch a tumult, and alarm, and nprocff, throi^ the region of 
Prcitaf/a. Bnoteden shook to ita baaej Uader Idru waa 
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loosened fiom its foundations. Tlie fury of litigious ■svar 
blew ber bom on tbe mountains. Tbe rocks poured doAvn 
tbeir, goatherds, and tbe deep caverns vomited out tbeir 
, miners. Everything above ground, and everything under 
ground, was in arms. 

In short. Sir, to ahght from my "Welsh Pegasus, and to come 
to level ground ; the Preiix Chevalier Probert went to look 
for revenue like his masters upon other occasions ; and, like 
his masters, he found rebellion. But we were grown cautious 
by experience. A civil war of paper might end in a more 
serious war ; for now remonstrance met remonstrance, and 
memorial was opposed to memorial. The wise Britons 
thought it more reasonable that the poor, wasted, decrepit 
revenue of the principality should die a natural than a vio- 
lent death. In truth. Sir, the attempt was no less an aflEcont 
upon the understanding of that respectable people, than it 
was’ an attack on their property. They chose rather that 
their ancient, moss-grown castles should moulder into decay, 
under the silent touches of time, and the slow formality of 
an oblivious and drowsy exchequer, than that they should be 
battered do’wn all at once, by the lively efforts of a pensioned 
en^neer. As it is the fortune of the noble lord, to whom 
the auspices of this campaign belonged, frequently ’to provoke 
resistance, so it is his rule and nature to yield to that resist- 
ance in all cases whatsoever. He was ’true to himself on 
this occasion. He submitted ’with spirit to the spirited re- 
monstrances of the Welsh. Mr. Probert gave up his' adven- 
ture, and keeps his pension — and so ends “ the famous his- 
tory of the revenue adventures of the bold baron North, and 
the good knight Probert, upon the mountains of Venodotia.” 

In such a state is the exchequer of Wales at present, that 
upon the report of the treasury itself, its little revenue is 
greatly diminished ; and we see, by the whole of this strange 
transaction, that an attempt to improve it produces resist- 
ance the resistance produces submission ; and the whole 
ends in pension.' 

^ Here Lord North shook his head, and told those irho sat near him, 
that Mr. Prohert’s pension was to depend on his success. It may he so, 
Mr. Probert’s pension was, however, no essential part of the question j 
nor did Mr. B. care whether he still possessed it or not. His point was, 
to show the folly of attempting an improvement of the 'Welsh revenue 
under its present establishment. 
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It is Bearly the same -with the rerenees of the dnehy of 
l40iicastar to do nothing mth them u extinction, to im- 
prore them t* opprewion Indeed the ■whole ctf the estates, 
whidi support these minor pimopahties, m made up, not of 
rcTEniies, end rents, and profitable fines, but of of 

pretensions, of rexabons, of IitigstKin*. They are excbe^pen 
of nn&equont receipt, and cunlant charge { a syitein of 
finances not fit for an economist who wonld be nch j not fit 
for a prince who would g ore ro hu snhjeeti with equity and 


JQfbCO. 

It 18 not only betirren pnnee and lulnect, that these mock 
junsdichons, and mimic rerannes, proaace great 
They ciate among the people a spmt of informing and de- 
lating , a spmt ofggpplxnting and imdermmmg one snotber 
Bo that TTtanT, m such cmramstance*, ccmcerre it adnmtageoits 
to them ratfiCT to contmne subject to venation tbemselres, 
than to BJT9 up tb© means and dance of vnuDg othari. It 
is excee&gly eoramoa for man to cuuLnct tbeir lore to tb«r 
ooontry mto an sttadimect to its petty rabdmncmsf cod 
they sometUDes eren cling to thar prormeaal ahusa, is if 
tiny were franchises and local pririlegcs. Aeeordisgly, m 
places where there ts mneh of thn kind of estate, persons 
win be always found, who would rather trust to their tJiLmts 
jn recommending tbemseltes to po w er for lb© renewal of 
them mtererta, than to encarober their purse*, though nerer 
so lightly, in order to transmit independence to tbOT poa- 
fcenty It i* a great mistake, that tb© denro of securing pro- 
perty IS nn ii Hf sa l among mankind. Gaming is a pnnape m- 
her^t m human nature. It bdonga to ns ail. I would tber^ 
fore break those tables ; I would funiiah no eril occupatim 
for that apmt- I would make erery man look orBrywhere, 
except to the mtngue of a court, for the improrement of 
his arcumstanees, or the secunty of his fortune, I hare in 
my eye a rery strimg case in the doehy of luncaster (which 
lately occupied ^Vestnunster Ball and tbo Iloaao of Xcrds) 
as my Toucicr for many of tbeae reflections,* 

For what plausible re as c ni are tbeao pnncipalrtiea t u ffered 
to exist"? ^^en a goremment is renocred eomplei (which 
in itself is no desirable thing) it ought to bo for some 


1 of Bkbsid Lee, £sq aFpriUot. ftitut Oeoifa TetaUr* Lenl 
Tenicn, nt^ot^aU ia theyev 177a 
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political end wliicli cannot bo answered otberwsc. Sub- 
divisions in governnicnl are only ndniissiblo in favour of the 
dignity of inferior princes, and high nobility ; or for the sup- 
port of an aristocratic confederacy under some bead ; or ibr 
the conservation of tlio francbiscs of the people in sonio 
privileged pronncc. Por tbe two former of these ends, such 
are tbe subdinsions in favour of the electoral and other 
princes in the empire ; for the latter of these purposes, are 
the jurisdictions of the imperial cities and the Hansc towns. 
Por the latter of these ends arc also the countries of tho 
States l^Paisd'JUfafs'] and certain cit ies and orders in Prance. 
These arc all rcgidations with an object, and some of them 
^vith a very good object. Put how are the principles of any 
of these Bubdmsions applicable in the case before us ? 

Do they answer any purpose to the Icing? The princi- 
pality of AVales was given by patent to Edward the Plack 
Prince, on the ground on which it has since stood. — Lord 
Coke sagaciously observes upon il, “ That in the charter of 
creating the Black Prince Eclward prince of Wales, there is 
a ^reaf. mrisicry — for less than an estate of inheritance so 
great a prince could not have, and an absolute estate of iiihcrit- 
ance in so great a principality ns Wales (this principality 
being so dear to him) he should not have ; and therefore it 
was made, sihi ct hcredihus suis regibus Aiiglicc, that by bis 
decease, or attaining to the crown, it might bo extingmshed 
in the crown.” 

Por the sake of this foolish mystery, of what a great prince 
co^ild not have less, and should not have so much, of a prin- 
cipality which was too dear to be given, and too great to be 
kept — and for no other cause that ever I could find — this 
form and shadow of a principality, without any substance, 
has been maintained. That you may judge in this instance 
(and it serves for the rest) oi' the diferenco beWeen a great 
and a little economy, you will please to recollect. Sir, that 
Wales may be about the tenth part of England in size and 
population ; and certainly not an hundredth part in opulence. 
Twelve judges perform the whole of the business, both of 
■ the stationary and the itinerant justice of this kingdom ; biit 
for Wales there are eight judges. There is in Wales an ex- 
chequer, as well as in all the duchies, according to the very 
best and most authentic absurdity of form. There are, in 
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aH of tBeiTL B Iraudred more difficult tnflea and labonoua 
foolene*, irWcli •erre bo otbor piirpcae ttim to keep alire 
comipt hope and •errilo dependnnoe. 

Th^ prmcipaLbet are ao for from contnbntiiiff to the 
€fl«f of the king, to hia iceoUh, or hit dignity, that they 
render both hts aopremo and ha anbordmate antho nty per- 
fectly ndiculona. It bat the erther day, that that nert, 
fectiona fdlor, the Dukb of Xancaater, preanroed to fly m 
the face of hia liege lord, our greciona aorereign ( and, oaao^ 
ctojay with a parcel of lawyera aa fachona as mmielli to the 
deatrnction of all Uao and ardor, and u« nmau^feec leadtng dt- 
redly to rdtelliom- preanmed to go to law with the long 
Tie object u neitber yonr bosmesa nor mmo. "Whioh of 
the partiea got the better, I really forget. I thmk it waa 
(ai It ought to be) the king The material pomt la, that the 
ffurt coat about fiiteen thoosond ponnda. Bat as lie Dhke 
of Itfincaatcr u bat a aort cdDiJte JBTinwpirty, and not worth 
a groat, onr aorereign waa obliged to pay the coeta of botL 
Indeed tha art of conrerting a great monarch into a little 
pnnee, this royal maagoernung, is a rery dangeroni and 
expensire amnaemeat , end one of the king’s wuitno flawrt, 
which ought to be reformed- This dochy, which is not worth 
four thousand poundi a year at beat to reeraae, la worthforty 
or fifty thouaand to trifbienco 

The duchy of T<m raster and the county palatine of Ian- 
caster answered, I admit, aome purpoae in their ongmal 
creation. They tended to make a subject imitate a pnnoe 
"Wben Henry the Fourth from that stair ascended the 
throne, higb-mmdod as he was, hp waa not willing to kick 
away the Wder To pr ereut that principality from being 
extinguished m the crown, bo aerered it by act of parlia- 
ment. Ho had a motire. auch aa it was i oe thou^t hia 
title to the crown unsound, and hia poMesmou msecure Ha 
therefore managed a retreat m hia dochy , which Lord Ccie 
do not know why) per aial^u rryni* Ho flattered 
hiroaelf that it was practtcaole to make a prelecting pomt 
half-way down, to break hu fell from the precipice oi roy- 
allT; as if it were pottle for cme who had lost a kmgdeoi 
to teopany^lng el^ Howerer, it ts ondent that ho thought 
aa "\^en Uetuy the Fifth united, ly act of parhanient, 
the eafeie* of hia mother totha dochy, be had tho tame pre- 
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dilection with, his father to the root of his family honours, 
and the same policy in enlarging the sphere of a possible 
retreat from the slippery royalty of the two great crowns he 
held. All this was changed by Edward the Eourth. He 
had no such family partialities, and his policy was the re- 
verse of that of Henry the Eourth and Henry the Eifth. 
He accordingly again united the duchy of Lancaster to the 
crown. But when Henry the Seventh, Avho chose to con- 
sider himself as of the house of Lancaster, came to the throne, 
he brought with him the old pretensions and the old pohtics 
of that house. A new act of parliament, a second time, dis- 
severed the duchy of Lancaster from the c^o^vn ; and in that 
line things continued until the subversion of the monarchy, 
when principalities and powers fell along with the throne. 
The duchy of Lancaster must have been extinguished, if 
Cromwell, who began to form ideas of aggrandizing his house, 
and raising the several branches of it, had not caused the 
duchy to be a^ain separated from the commonwealth, by an 
act of the parhament of those times. 

■ "What partiality, what objects of the politics of the house 
of Lancaster, or of CromweU, has his present Majesty or his 
Majesty’s family ? "What power have they within any of 
these principalities, which they have not within their Img- 
dom ? In what manner is the dignity of the nobility con- 
cerned in these principahties ? "N^at rights have the sub- 
ject there, which they have not at least equally in every 
other part of the nation ? These distinctions exist for no 
good end to . the hing, to the nobihty, or to the people, 
^ey ought not to exist at all. H the. crown (contrary to 
its nature, but most conformably to the whole tenor of the 
advice that has been lately given) should so far forget its dig- 
nity as to contend, that these jurisdictions and revenues are 
estates of private property, I am rather for acting as if that 
groundless claim were of some weight, than for giving up 
that essential part of the reform. I would value the clear 
income, and give a clear annuity to the crown, taken on the 
medium produce for twenty years. 

If the crown has any favourite name or title, if the sub- 
ject has any matter of local accommodation within any_ of 
these jurisdictions, it is meant to preserve them ; and to im- 
prove them, if any improvement can be suggested. As to 
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tbe orown Tercmoni or tiilet Tqjoii the propertj of the 
people there, it u proposed to conTert them frtm % anire to 
their mdependence into a rebaf &um thmr bnrtbena. I pro- 
pose, therefore, to -amte nil the five pnnanHilitiea to the 
CTomi, and to ita ordmary jnrudietaon, — to nhohih bH thoee 
offleen that produce an twelw nnd chargeable nepamtioiifrotQ 
the body of the people, — to compensate those -who do not 
hold their ofBoen (if any nneh th^ nre) at the pleasure of 
the erown, — to extagoah Tanatiom title* by on act of nhort 
hmiUtion, — to aeH thooe unprofltjihle eetatea whiA support 
naelcM jurisdictions, ind to torn the tenant-right mto a fbe, 
on such moderate term* as will be better for the state than 
ita preaent right, and TThich it la unpowible for any rational 
ten^t to refuse. 

As to tbe doohiea, their judicial economy tony be pnmded 
for -without charge. They har^ only to ioD of course into 
the oommon county administration. A ctnnini&non, more or 
lea* made or omitted, settloa the matter faDy A* to Wale*, 
It has been premoeed to add a radge to the terenl courts of 
'Westminster Hsll , and it has been eonsiderod os an improre- 
meat in itself For mr part,! cannot pretend to speox upon 
it -with cleameks or with dee^n , but certainly this arrange- 
ment would bo more than snffiedent for Waleo. My ongiw 
thought -was suppress fire of the eight judges; and to 
leere the chief justice of Ohester, with the two senior judges; 
and, to facilitate the basilicas, to throw the twelro comities 
mto «x distncti, holding the sessions alternately m tho 
counties of -which each district shall be composed. But on 
this I shall be more clear, "when I oometo the particular biE. 

Su-, the House -will now see whether, in praying for judg- 
ment against tho mmor principalities, I do not tet m, con- 
fbtmity to the Uws that I had laid to mjiolf, of getting 
rid of orery jurisdiction more subsement to oppress^ and 
expense, than to any end of lustice or hourest pohey ; of 
aholiihing offices more eipensrre than useful, of combin- 
ing duties improperly soparstod ; of rhnngrag rerenoes, mow 
vexatious than productire, into ready money 5 of sumnusaing 
oDice* which stand in the way of economy , ind of cutting 
off larking subordinate treoaurte*. Dispute tho rnlesj coo- 
tro rer i the app^tion j or giro your hands to tha salutary 
meofuie. 
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Host of tlie same rules ■will be found applicable to my 
second object — ihe landed csiaic of ilie croicn. A landed 
estate is certainly tbe very worst wliicb tbe cro'wn can pos- 
sess. All minute and dispersed possessions, possessions that 
are often of indeterminate value, aud wbicb require a con- 
tinued personal attendance, are of a nature more proper for 
private management than piiblic administration. They are 
titter for tlie care of a frugal land steward than of an office 
in the state. "WTiatever they may possibly have been in 
other times, or in other counti-ies, they are not of magnitude 
enough •witli us, to occupy a public department, nor to pro- 
■side for a public object. They are already given up to par- 
liament, and the gift is not of great value. Common pru- 
dence dictates, even in the management of private afiairs, 
that all dispersed aud chargeable estates should be sacrificed 
to the rebef of estates more compact and better circum- 
stanced. 

If it be objected, that these lands at present would sell at 
a low market ; this is answered, by Bho^ving that money is at 
a high price. The one balances tbe other. Lands sell at the 
current rate ; and nothing can sell for more. But be the 
price what it may, a great object is always answered, when- 
, ever any property is transferred from hands that are not fit 
for that property, to tlioso that are. The buyer and seller 
must mutually profit by such a bargain ; and, what rarely 
happens in matters of revenue, the relief of the subject will 
go hand in hand "with the profit of tlie exchequer. 

As to forest lands, in which the crown has (where they 
are not granted or prescriptively held) the dominion of the 
soil, and the vert and venison, that is to say, the timber and 
the game ; and in which the people have a variety of rights, 
m common of herbage, and other commons, according to the 
usage of the several forests ; — propose to have those rights 
of the cro'wn valued as manorial rights are valued on an en- 
closure ; and a defined portion of land to be given for them ; 
which land is to he sold for the public benefit. 

As to the timber, I propose a survey of the whole. What 
is useless for the naval purposes of the kingdom, I would 
' condemn, and dispose of for the security of what may be 
.useful ; and to enclose such other parts as may be most fit 
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to ftmiliU a perpetual butoIj j -wliollj eitingmiting, for a 
TO^ obrious rcaaon, oil n^t of foaiaoa m thoM parts. 

Tbe forceti ruitt srhxeh extend orer tbe lands and posset* 
RODS of otbers, being of no profit to tho crown, and a gner- 
tTWio, as tar ns it goes, to the subject j tbeso I propose to 
eitogniib witbont diargo to the ptopnatoro. Kie Berenl 
eommotts am to bo eUonod and compensated for, upon idpts 
which I shall beruaftcr explain. Tuey are nearlj the wam^ 
with the principles upon wnich yon have acted in private en- 
closures. I ahall never quit precedents whero I find them 
sppbcable. IFor thoeo legnlahcms and componsatKms, and 
for every other pert of the detail, yon will he so indnlgtmt as 
to mve me credit for the pretent. 

Tho revenue to be obtained firom tbe sale of the forest 
lands and n^tBvriUnotbesoconsideTable,Ibeb8TD,Bsinany 
peopki have imagined t and I conceive it would be unwise to 
screw it up to the utmost, or oven to suffer bidders to enhance, 
according to tbeir eagerness, tbe porchas© of objects, wberein 
the erpense of that purchw weaken tbo apital to be 
employed m tbor culkvntion. Tha, 1 am well aware, might 
give room for paxtudi^ in tbe disposal In my opsuod it 
would bo tbe lesser ovu of tbe two. But 1 wallv coneoiTt, 
that a rule of &ar prnforcnce might be establuned, wbidi 
would take away all sort of nnjost and corrupt pertBiIity 
Tbo pnncjpal remiae, whidi I propose to draw from these 
nneufthated wastes, is to firing firom tbe imprerement and 
population of tbe kingdom ; which never can nappeo without 
producing an Improvement more adTentagoons to the revenues 
of tbe crown, than rents of tbe best landed estates which 
it con hdd. I beliOTC, Sir, it will hardly bo necessary for 
me to sd4 that in this sale 1 naturaUj except all the houses, 
gardfMi, Slid parks, belonging to tbo crown, and such one for- 
est, as shall be cho^ by nn Majesty, as accommodated 
to bis pleasures. 

By means of this part of tbo reform, vrfll fell the expen- 
sive office of mrtyjfur-^nMTal, with all the mfioence that at- 
tend* it. Bt thi* wifl fell iieo ehtf jutiUtt ijrre, with all 
their train of dependents. Ton noM boundernospprebcn- 
ilon, Sit, that your office is to be touched m its emoluments j 
thtT" arc yours by law , and they are but a mpderato part of 
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the compensation wliicli is given to you for the ability with 
which you execute an office of quite another soft of import- 
ance ; it is far frotn overpaying your diligence ; or more than 
sufficient for sustaining the high rank you stand in, as the 
first gentleman of England^ As to the duties of your chief 
iusticeship, they are very different from those for which you 
have received the office. Tour dignity is too high for a juris- 
diction over wild beasts ; and your learning and talents too 
valuable to be wasted as chief justice of a desert. I cannot 
reconcile it to myself that you, Sir, should be stuck up as a 
useless piece of antiquity. 

I have now disposed of the unprofitable landed estates of 
the crown, and thrown them into the mass of private pro- 
perty ; by which they will come, through the course of cir- 
culation, and through the political secretions of the state, in- 
to our better understood and better ordered revenues. 

I come next to the great supreme body of the civil govern- 
ment itself. I approach it with that awe and reverence with 
which a young physician approaches to the cure of the dis- 
orders of his parent. Disorders, Sir, and infirmities, there 
are — such disorders, that all attempts towards method, pru- 
dence, and frugality, will be perfectly vain, whilst a system 
of confusion remains, which is not only alien, but adverse to 
all economy ; a system, which is not only prodigal in its very 
essence, but causes everything else which belongs to it to be 
prodigidly conducted. 

It is impossible, Sir, for any person to be an economist, 
where no order in payments is established ; it is impossible 
for a man to be an economist, who is not able to take a com- 
parative view of his means, and of his expenses, for the year 
which lies before him ; it is impossible tor a man to be an 
economist, xmder whom various officers in their several de- 
partments may spend, — even just what they please, — and 
often with an emulation of expense, as contributing to the 
importance, if not profit, of their several departments. Thus 
much is certain ; that neither the present, nor any other 
first lord of the treasury, has been ever able to take a survey, 
or to make even a tolerable guess, of the expenses of govern- 
ment for any one year ; so as to enable him with the least 
degree of certainty, or even probability, to bring his affairs 
within compass. "Whatever scheme may be formed upon 
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them mxut be mode cm « caleolftticm of ehancec. As tho^ 
are areumitanced, tb* first lord of the tiraenry camnot mate 
an ectimatB. 1 sm vore I aerre the kmg, and I am ffore 1 
asnrt gdminutmtioii, by pattmg economy at least in their 
power "We mnit eiu* temem, re mart (as far as their 
nator® admita) appn^maU funds i or e very t hing, howerer 
reformed, wiD fall again into the cud confusion- 

Oommg upon this ground of the anl list, the first thing 
m digmtr and charge that attracts cmr notice, is the rofti 
ioutStoli. This ostabhihment, in my opinion, la exceedingly 
abusire in its conititntion. It is formed upon mannm and 
eustocas that hare long smce expired. In the first place it 
js formed, in many reepecta, upon JevJai prinapUa In the 
fendai titnes, rt was ooc onccraimcni, even among snb^ecta, for 
the lowest offices to be held by considerable persons , per- 
acms as nnflt by their incapacity, n improper firra tbeir rank, 
to occupy such mnploTuients Thry were held by potent, 
aomehmes for life, an^ soniebmes by mhentanoa. If my 
memory does not aecerre me, a peraon of no slight consider' 
attos held the office of patent hereditary cook to an Sui of 
"Warwick— The Borl of Wannck*i soups, I fear, Ttre not 
the better for the dignity of his kitehca. I thmk it was an 
Earl of GlonecitST, who oiEnated os steward of tbs bouse* 
bold to the Archbishops of Canterbury lastanciai of the 
Bams kmd may m some degree bo found in the Northumber- 
land house-book, and other lamily records There was some 
reason m onaent neeesiittee for these anoect customs- 
Protection was wtmtedj and the domeatio tie, though not 
the highest, was the closest. 

The king's household has not only soma! stroug traces of 
thu^sidJi/y, but it H formed also'npon the pnnciplet of » 
ho^jf cor^Kircfe, it has its own magistratci, eourta, and by law*. 
This might be necessary in the ancient tomes, in order to hare 
a gorernmeut within itself capable of regulating the nut and 
often unruly multitude which composed and attended it This 
was the ohm of the ancient court called the Oirc* CSWi— 
composed cJ the marshal, treoiurer, and other great offieers 
of ^ household, with c^ain darks. The nch subjects of 
the kingdom who had formerly tho same establuomcBts 
(only on a redneod scale) hare mice altered thoir economy i 
and tinned the oouiwo of theiroiponse from the maintensaee 
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of vast establishments -witbin tbeir ■walls, to tbe employment 
of a great variet}’- of independent trades abroad. Tbeir in- 
fluence is lessened ; but a mode of accommodation, and a 
style of splendoim, suited to the manners of the times, has 
been increased. Eoyalty itself has insensibly followed ; and 
tbe royal household has been carried away by the resistless 
tide of manners : but ■\Adth this very material difierence ; — 
private men have got rid of the establishments along with 
the reasons of them ; whereas the royal household has lost 
all that was stately and venerable in the antique manners, 
■without retrenching anything of the cumbrous charge of a 
Grothic establishment. It is shrunk into the pobslied little- 
ness of modem elegance and personal accommodation ; it has 
evaporated from the gross concrete into an essence and rec- 
■tified spirit of expense, where you have tuns of ancient 
pomp in a vial of modern luxury. 

But when the reason of old establishments is gone, it is 
absurd to presence nothing but the burthen of them. This 
is superstitiously to embalm a carcass not worth an ounce of 
the gums that are used to preserve it. It is to bum pre- 
cious oils in the tomb ; it is to ofier meat and drink to the 
dead, — not so much an honour to the deceased, as a disgrace 
to the survivors. Our palaces are vast inhospitable halls, 
, There the bleak ■winds, there “ Boreas, and Eurus, and Cau- 
rus, and Argestes loud,” howling through tbe vacant lobbies, 
and clattering the doors of deserted guard-rooms, appal the 
imagination, and conjure up the grim spectres of departed 
tyrants — the Saxon, the Herman, and the Dane ; the stem 
Edwards and flerce Henries — who stalk from desolation to 
desolation, through the dreary vacuity and melancholy suc- 
cession of chill and comfortless chambers. W hen this 'tumult 
subsides, a dead and still more frightful silence would reign 
in this desert, if every now and then the tacking of hammers 
did not announce, that those constant attendants upon all 
courts in all ages, Jobs, were stiU. alive ; for whose sake alone 
it is, that any 'trace of ancient grandeur is suffered to remain. 
These palaces are a 'true emblem of some governments ; the 
inhabitants are decayed, but the governors and magistrates 
stfll flourish. They put me in mind of Old Sarum, where 
the representatives, more in number than the constituents, 
only serve to inform us, that this was once a place of trade, 
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and ■‘T TTTiiljng with ” the bmy hmn of meUj” though now jm 
can onlj tnw the streeta hr the colour of the corn j prut its 
tole manufiiotiire ii nx umsd oen of parlmment. 

Theee old eetahlnhiaenta were formed also on a third 
OTmaple, still more idTene to the liTmg economy of the age 
Iher were formei Su^ oa the pnnciplo of pttroeysMaa, and 
recs^ 1* hutd. Iji fbrmer daji, wh^ the hcnuehold was 
TBst, and the sopp^ aoanty and preeanoua, the royal pur- 
Teyon, soHyrng forth from under the Gothic portcullia, to 
purdiase pronaion, with power and prerogatire instead of 
money, brought home the plunder of a hundred markets, arid 
sU that eotdd be seued finm a flying and hiding country, and 
deposited theb spoil m a hundr^ caTems, with each ita 
keeper There oreiT commodity, reoeiTed m its rawest con* 
dibon, want through all the process which fitted it for use. 
ThYs meonTenient recerot produced sn economy suited only 
to Ita^ It multiplied offieea beyond all measure , butterr, 
pantry, and all that cobble of p l ace s , which, though mrofltabie 
to the holiim, and expensire to the state, are amiost too 
•mpgn to mention. 

All this mi^t be, and I belim was, neeeaKury at first, 
for it IS remancablo, that purw ynM te, sfto ita regulation had 
h^ the shbiect erf a long line of atatute*, (not fewer, I 
think, than twenty-six,) was wholly taken aw^ hy the 
twel^ of Ohnilea the Beoond , yet in the next Tear of the 
same leogn, it was found Decevory to renre it or a ipeenl 
act of parliament, for the s«i» of the king’s jcomiea. This, 
Bit, is ounoui , and what would hardly be expected m so re* 
dni^ a court as that of Chades the Beoond, ^nd into impror* 
ed a eountiy as Eoglaod m^t then be thongbL Bat so it 
was. In our time, one well mled and well-ocrrcred stage-coach 
requires more aceommodsbon than a rcyal p ro g ress ] and 
oreiy distract, at an hour’s warning, can ■upp^ an army 

I do not say, Bir, that all tbese ostahlahments, wbess 
prindplo is gone, hare been syttetnafacaHy kept up far ^ 
Prwwirfl solely 1 neglect had its abare. Bat this I am sure ca, 
that a cottriottration of mfinmno has hindered any one from 
ottempting to poll them down For tb© purposes of infloence, 
and for those purposes only, ore retained half at least of the 
hoosehold establuhmcats. No rorenoo, no, not a royal rt- 
renae, can oust under tho accumulated charge of saomt 
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cstaliHslniiont, modern luxury, nnd parlininontnry political 
corniption. 

K therefore avo aim at ro"ulnlinp this lioufeliold, the ques- 
tion •will be, Avliether we outjlit to coonomir.e by drtaU or by 
jjrawiplr/ The example we liavo bad of the auecoss of an 
attempt to economize by detail, nnd \nuler ostablisbmcnts 
adverse to the attempt, may tend to deride this question. 

At the beqinnin" of ins ^I.nje.sty'a reign liOrd Talbot came 
to the administration of a great department in the household. 
I believe no man ever entered into his M.njesty's senice, or 
into the sendee of any prince, with a more clear integrity, or 
•with more zc.ol and atfertion for the interest of his master; 
nnd, I must add, with abilities for a still higher scn*ice. 
Economy •v\as then announced as a maxim of the reign. 
This noble lord, therefore, made several attcnq)ts towards a 
reform. In the ye.ar 1777, when the king’s civil list debt.s 
came last to be paid, he exjdained very fully the success of 
his undertaking, lie told tlic House of ]jord.s, that he had 
attempted to reduce the charges of the king’.s t.able.s, nnd his 
kitchen. — The thing, Sir, was not below him. He knew that 
there is nothing interesting in the conccnis of men, whom 
■we love and honour, that is beneath our .attention. — “ Love,” 
says one of our old poets, “c.stccms no ofiice mc.an nnd 
Avith still more spirit, “ entire nflcction scometh nicer hands.” 
Erugality, Sir, is founded on the ])rinciplo, that all riches 
have limits. A royal household, groA\-n enormous, even in 
the meanest departments, may weaken nnd perhaps dc.stroy 
all energ}' in the highest otficcs of the state. The gorging a 
royal kitchen may stint nnd famish the negotiations of a 
kingdom. Therefore the object ivas worthy of his, was wor- 
thy of any man’s, attention. 

In. consequence of this noble lord’s resolution, (as ho told 
the other House,) he reduced several tables, and put the 
persons entitled to them upon board wages, much to their 
©•wn satisfaction. But uuluckily, subsequent duties requir- 
ing constant attendance, it was not possible to prevent their 
bemg fed where they were employed — and thus this first step 
towards economy doubled the expense. 

There was another disaster far more doleful than this. 
I shall state it, as the cause of that misfortune lies at the 
bottom of almost aU our prodig.ality. Lord Talbot attempted 
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to refotm tK« kitctcn. , brat «ocii, a* he -woU oheerred, i* the 
conBeqraence of harmg doty done by one pereon, "whiltt tm* 
other enjcpTi the emdumente, tbflt he fcmnd bimtflf fra*« 
trated in ml hi* deeigna On. that rock ha arhole adrenttire 
split — ^H ib "whole echeine of economy wa* daihed to jnecw , 
hi* department became more eiqienuTe than erer ; — ffcril 
list debt lusianmlated — ^TVhy f It was truly from a canKi, 
whichj though perfectlr adequate to the effect, one would not 
hare mstanuy gueeaed ; — It was becaiue the c*r»ipt< u i)n 
Jan^i hlchtn leoi a memb^ qf por/taa«*t* Tne king's 
domestic aerraiits "were all undone , his tradannen ranjoned 
unpaid, and became bankrupt — 4«trej« <i# rtmumir of tJJa 
Jang't kileken vxu a membtr of p^ltoMtiU. His Mnieety** 
slnmberiwere mterrupted, hu pfllow was stuffed "with thorns, 
and hiB peace of mmd entuuy broken — becauK Ois id»^a 
0 trtufni too* a mtmbor of parSas^onL The judgoe were 
unpaid , the jutface of the kingdom bent and gare w*t , the 
foreiga mmistere remoaed macbTe end unprondea } the 
eystm of Europe "was disaolred , the cham of our eBiances 
wo* broken, ail the wheeU of goternment at home mil 
abroad were etopped-^fiecaeay turnspit ireu a mssf 

htr qf parhdsuKt 

Bach, Sir, was the ntusbon of aSam, and such the cause 
of that utusticm, when h» hliyesty came o second time to 
pcriisment, to detire the payment of thoac debts which the 
cmpkjymflnt of its memb^ in ranous offlcoa, risible and 
junaible, had oocasionei I bebero that a like flito wiD at- 
tend erery attempt at economy by detail, under similar cir- 
cumstancea^ and m croty department. A complex, oporoao 
odee at aowrtmt and con^I is, m lUell, and onm if twonber* 
of padminmt had nothing to do with it, the moat prodigal of 
all thmgt. The moat anurous robhen^ or the most subtle 
frauds, would nerer renturo upon sudi a waste, u an orcr- 
careful, detailed guard against them would intnllihlT pro- 
duce. In OCT es^lifhmcnta, we frequently see an ofece of 
neeount, of a hundred pounds a ytaip expense, and another 
office of an equal expense, to control that office , and the 
whale upon a nairter fiaf ts out arurti twwrtr thiSi&gs 

To aroid, therefore, this nurnite oaro whicn produces the 

* Vld# Lord TiJbcl * bi AlanaTa PtriUmaiUiy Itcfliter, r^ 

rfi. p. 79, of the jJMXdlPgs of the Lords. 
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consequences of tlie most extensive neglect, and to oblige 
members of parliament to attend to public cares, and not to 
tlie servile offices of domestic management, I propose. Sir, 
to economize by ^j'inciple, that is, I propose to put affairs 
into tliat train -wbicli experience points out as the most effect- 
ual, from the nature of tilings, and from the constitution of 
tlie liuman mind: In all dealings vbere it is possible, the 
principles of radical economy prescribe three things ; first, 
rmdertaldng by the great ; secondly, engaging 'witli persons 
of sMU in the subject matter ; thirty, engaging witfi those 
■who shall have an immediate and direct interest in the proper 
execution of tlie business. 

To avoid frittering and crumbling doivn the attention by 
a blind, unsystematic observance of every trifle, it has ever 
been found the best way to dO all things which are great in 
the total amount, and minute in the component parts, by a 
general contract. The principles of trade have so pervaded 
every species of dealing, from the highest to the lowest ob- 
jects ; ^ transactions are got so much into system, that we 
may, at a moment’s warning, and to a fartliing value, be in- 
formed at what rate any service may be supplied. No deal- 
ing is exempt from the possibility of fraud. But by a con- 
tract on a matter certain, you have this advantage — you are 
sure to know the utmost extent of the fraud to which you 
are subject. By. a contract with a person in his oxen trade, 
you are sure you shall not suffer by want of shill. By a 
short contrsict you are sure of making it the interest of the 
contractor to exert that skill for the satisfaction of his em- 
pliwers. 

■ I mean to derogate nothing from the diligence or in- 
frgrity of the present, or of any former, board of Grreen 
Cloth. But what skill can members of parliament obtain in 
that low kind of province ? What pleasure can they have 
in the execution of that kind of duty ? And, if they should 
neglect it, how does it affect their interest, when we know 
that it is their vote in parliament, and not their diligence in 
cookery or catering, that recommends them to their office, 
or keeps them in it ? 

I therefore propose, that the king’s tables (to whatever 
number of tables, or covers to each, he shall think proper to 
command) should be classed by the steward of the house- 
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hold, ond ■htraid be contracted for, according to tbor rank, 
br the head or oorer; — that the e^mate and arcnnntance 
01 the eantract •boold be earned to the treasnrj’ to be ip- 
prored , and that ita iaithfnl and Batts&etorj performance 
ibonld be reported there previoualy to anr pajment j that 
there, and tb^ only, •hoald the peyment be made. I pro- 
pose, that men ihoufii be contracted with only in tbocr proper 
trade ; and that no member of parhaioent BDonld be carahle 
of toA oontmct. By this plan, almost all the mBmtec^ces 
tmder the load atoirard mar be spared , to the extreme ann- 
pliflcatum, and to the fiir better eiecnUon, of erery one of 
nil fimctiona. The kmg of Freema u so Berred. He la a 
omt and emment (though indeed a rery rare) loitazice of 
&>e pottibihty of uniting, m a mind of ngonr and compoat 
an attention to minote objects with the hugest news, and 
the most eomphcated plans. Ha tables are rerred by con- 
tract, and by the head Let me say^ that no pnnre can be 
ashamed to imitate the king of Prusiu ; and p^cnlarly to 
leam m hm school, when the problem is— “ Tbo beat manner 
ofrcconoliDg the state of a coortwith the support of war?'* 
Other c oofU , I anderstand, hare followed him with effect, 
and to their satislaetion. 

The same doe of pniKaple leoda na through the labyrinth 
of the other depa rtments . TVlist, Sir, is tbero in the office of 
tia met twJ n it (whjch has the mro of the king's farn it nr e) 
that may not be exeorted the Icrd 
He has sn hononrable appointment , he baa time sufheumt 
to attend to the doty, and be has the rice-diamberlain to 
amst him- "Why ehonld not bo deal also by contruct for sH 
thmn belonging to this office, and carry bis catunates first, 
and DM report of tho execobon m its proper time, for par* 
ment, directly to the board of treseurr it«lf P By a alinple 
opctnfion (containing in It a treble control) the expenses ofs 
depertment, wluii mr luked walls, or walli hung with «b- 
WOTS, has in a few years cost the erown. £ 160 , 000 , msy at 
leng^ hapo for regulation. But, Sir, tbo office and Its bush 
neBB aro u Tarmoce. As it stands, it aerres not to fUnusfa 
the ytalaco with its hanffin^ but the parliament with its 
drpOTdent members 

To what end. Sir, does tbeofficoof maocra/insri^/oiescrTe 
at all P "Why ehould %Jnetl <f 0 ce enst for uio solo purpose 
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of taxing tte king’s gifts of plate p Its object falls naturally 
■witbin the cJiamherlain'‘s province ; and ought to be under 
bis care and inspection without any fee. Wby should an 
office of the robes exist, when that of groom of the stole is a 
sinecure, and that this is a proper object of his department ? 

■ All these encumbrances, which are themselves nuisances, 
produce other encumbrances and other nuisances. Por the 
payment of these useless establishments, there are no less 
than three useless treasurers ; two to hold a purse, and one to 
play with a stick. The treasurer of the household is a mere 
name. The cofferer and the treasurer of the chamber re- 
ceive and pay great sums, which it is not at all necessary 
they should either receive or pay. All the proper officers, 
servants, and tradesmen, may be enrolled in their several de- 
partments, and paid in proper classes and times with great 
simplicity and order, at the exchequer, and by direction from 
the treasury. 

The board of toorhs, which in the seven years preceding 
1777, has cost towards £400,000;' and (if I recoUect 
rightly) has not cost less in proportion from the beginning 
of the reign, is under the very same description of all the 
other ill-contrived establishments, and calls for the very 
’same reform. "We are to seek for the visible signs of all this 
expense. — Tor all tliis expense, we do not see a building of 
the feize and importance of a pigeon-house. Buckingham 
House was reprised by a bargain with the public for one hun- 
dred thousand pounds ; — and the small hoiise at "Windsor 
has been, if I mistake not, undertaken since that account 
was brought before us. The good works of that board of 
works, are as carefully concealed as other good works ought 
to be; they are perfectly invisible. But though it is the 
perfection of charity to be, concealed, it is. Sir, the property 
and glory of magnificence to appear and stand forward to 
the eye. 

That board, which ought to be a concern of builders and 
such like, and of none else, is turned into a junto of mem- 
bers of parliament. That office too has a treasury and a 
paymaster of its own ; and, lest the arduous afiairs of that 
unportant exchequer shoffid be too fatiguing, that paymaster 
has a deputy to partake of his profits and relieve his cares. 

' More exacdy, £378,616 10s. Ijtf. 
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IdoTKitbeltcTt*, tiut, either iMnr or m former time*, the di»ef 
loanacM* of that beard hate made any profit of it* abuie. 
It i*,^wireTtT, no pood rraaon that an abume e*tahh#hment 
ihoidd fubfut, beeau*c it t* of a* little pnrato as uf pubbo ad- 
Tantace Bat thi* e#tablt*hiD«it baa t w grand raifical fault, 
the original am. that pervade* and pervert* aU our eatablnls 
menta; — the appaiatu* it not fitted to the object, nor the 
TTorhmen to the work Evnente* are meurrod on the jnrrate 
opiuwm of an intenor eatablnhment, tnthout coniultio^ the 
pnnapal j xho can alone determine tbo proportion arhflA It 
onrht to bear to tbo other eatabhahmesiU of the atatc^ m the 
crufT of their K^tire importanee 

I pronoae, thcrefon. along anth the reat, to pull down tin* 
'arhoJo lU-ccrntriTod acaffoWing vrhich obatmeta rather than 
fonrarda, our public work*, to take airav it* trcaamr; to 
put the arhole into the hand* of a real builder, who ahall not 
be a member of paritament , and to oblige him, hr a preno ca 
eatimato and fimsl pavment to appw tmee at the Irwaurj 
before the pubUo can be loaded, ^e fang a gar^®* are to 
come under a auailar regulation. 

Ibe tniBf tbou^ not a dcpartmcct of the bomthnld, hai 
the tame nee*. It ta a great cajvnae to the nation, ehkfij 
for tho aake of member* of parbaaient It h*i ita officer* of 
parade and digmtr It ha* it* trearurr too. It la a aort of 
corporate bode, and farmetlrara* abode of great unportancej 
a* much ao on the tbcu *calo of thmgi, and tho then order 
of huaiueu, as the bank la at this dar It was the great 
centre of money tranjaetioca and remittance* for our o*m, 
and fiir other nation* ; until Kn»g Charie* the Fin*, among 
other arbitrarr project*, dictated W despotic ueccaaitT, made 
him withhold the money that lay there for rennttanee That 
blow- (and happily too) the mint ncTtr recotered. ICow it h 
no bank i no remittaneC'thop. Tho mint. Sir, t* a 
/are, and it a nothing el*ei and it ought to be undertaken 
njwu the principle* m a manulicture that », for tho heft 
and ebeapeat eiccutum, by a contract upon proper »ccunUf*, 
and imder j«'pcr regulatioti*. 

The oriPlm/ m a far greater object , it n a mSitaiy co:^ 
«TH , bat hanng aa affinity and kaadft^ la it* defivt* with 
the tatablrthmenu I am now apeofang ofi I think it best to 
fpeok of it along with them. It u, I conccire, an wtabluh* 
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ment, not well sniled io its marlinl. tlioiigli exceedingly well 
cnlcnlafed for its ])arlianicntnrv. purposes. — Here there is a 
ircasitrt/. as in all the other inferior depart inent.s of govern- 
ment. Ifero the military is subordinate to the civil, and the 
naval confounded with the land service. I'lic ohject indeed 
is much the same in both. Hut, when the detail i.s examined, 
it will be found that, they had helter be separated. Fora 
refonn of this ofiice, I propose to re.'-tore things to what (all 
considerations taken together) is their natural order; to re- 
store them to their just jiroportion, and to their just distri- 
bution. I propose, in tlii.s military concern, to render the 
civil subordinate to the military; and thi.s will annihilate the 
gre.atest part of the expense, and all the intlucncc belonging 
to the otlice. I propose to send the military branch to the 
army, and the naval to the admiralty : and 1 intend to perfect 
and accomplish the whole detail (where it becomes too minute 
and complicated for legislature, and requires exact, ofllcinl, 
military, and mechanic.al knowledge) b}’ a commission of com- 
petent officers in both departments. I propose to execute 
by contract, wbat by contract can be executed ; and to bring, 
as much as possible, all estimates to be previously approved, 
and tiually to bo paid by the treasury. 

Thus by following the course of jiature, and not the pur- 
poses of politics, or the accumulated patch-work of occasional 
accommodation, 'this vast expensive department may bo 
methodized ; its service proportioned to its necessities, and 
its payments subjected to the inspection of the superior 
minister of finance ; who is to judge of it on the result of 
the total collected exigences of the state. This last is a 
reigmng principle through my whole plan ; and it is a prin- 
ciple which I hope may hereafter be applied to other plans. 

By these regulations taken together — besides the three 
subordinate treasimies in the lesser principalities, five other 
subordinate treasuries are suppressed. There is taken away 
the whole establishment of detail in the household ; — the 
treasurer ; the comptroller (for a comptroller is hardly neces- 
sary where there is no treasurer) ; the cofferer of the house- 
hold; the treasurer of the chamber; the master of the house- 
hold; the whole hoard of Green Cloth ; — and a vast number of 
subordinate offices in the department of the steward of the 
household ; — the whole establishment of the great wardrobe ; 
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— tta rt mo v m g xoar^nbt t — the «»«/ offic$ the rdtt ; — the 
board qf tct^rAi; almoat the 'n-bme charge the dvil branek 
of the board ordnartot ore taken awaj All theee smnge* 
manta together Trill be found to rehere the nation from a 
Tart Ho^t of jnflrwnre, inthont di a t naain g) bat rather by 
forwtrdmg erary public aemce, "When aomethmg of tha 
bud u dc^ th^ the pnbhc mar begin to breathe. Under 
other goremmenta, a qaertion or expense u only a qaertian 
of economy, and it u nothing more , mth na, m erery cjue*- 
tioTi of expenae, there u alvaji a mixture of conxtitiituml 
conaideratioTUL 

It n, &ir, becanae X uirti to keep this buflmeaa of vuboT' 
dmate treavunaa ai modi oa I can cc^etber, that I brought 
the ord*«ie« office before you, though it u propedy a mut- 
taiy department. For the tame reaaon I iim now trouble 
you TPith my tbooghta and pTopotitiona upon tiro of the 
greatest mdcr tnannet, I mean the office of fxnpmatter 
tke land fcrreet, or trtarurtr tf tk* am^, and that of the 
trtOMMTtT of the novo The foniwr'of tb» haa loM been a 
great obje^ of public fuspioon and uneartneRa. Kity too 
m bad ita ihare m the obloquy which u cart upon thk 
office. Bat I am cure that it hM no ahare at all m the re* 
flections 1 shall mukn upon it^ cw in the reformations that X 
ihall propoee. I do not grnd^ to the bonourablagentlman, 
Trho at preeent holdi tM offico, onr of the effwitc of hic 
tnlgnta, Im ment, or his fortune, ife m recpcctable in all 
these partieolan. I foUoir the constitation of tbe office 
without persecntiog its holder It is ncccsaair in all mat* 
ten of public complaint, where men frequently foel rl^t and 
argue wrong, to aeporate prejadico froin reason , arm to be 
TOty cure, In at tempting tl» redrew of a gnerance, that ire 
hit upon rta real ceat, and lU true nature. IVTicro there is 
an abuse of office, tbe first thing that oc cur s m beat is to 
r ei tr ure tbe office Our natm^ diipocitiou leads all our 
inquiries rather to povona than to Bnt this pte* 

judlco is to bo corrected by maturcr thintang 

fib, the profits of Ibe pajf-offiee (u an office) are not too 
jrwiL m my ophuon, for ita mitiea, and for the rank of the 
person who*^ba3 ceoetally held it lie has been groemlly a 
person of the highest rnnkj that ii to sa^a person of 
eminence and conridaration in thia House. The grtnt and 
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the imndious profits of the pnv-oflicc nre from the hanh thnt 
is held in it. According to the present course of the ofiicc, 
and according to the present mode of accounting there, this 
hank must necessarily c.xist somewliere. l^foncy is a pro- 
ductive thing; and when the usual tiinc of its demand can 
he tolerahly calculated, it may, with prudence, he safely laid 
out to the profit of the holder. It is on this c.alculation that 
the husincss of hanking proceeds. But. no profit can he de- 
rived from the aise of money, which docs not. ma];o it the 
interest of the holder to delay his account. The process of 
the exchequer colludes with this interest. Is this collusion 
from its want of rigour and strictness, and great regularity 
of form ? The reverse is true. They have in the c.xchcqucr 
brought rigour and formalism to their ultimate perfection. 
The process against accountants is so rigorous, and in a man- 
ner so unjust, that correctives must, from time to time, he 
applied to it. These correctives being discretionary, upon 
the case, and generally remitted by the barons to the lords 
of the treasury, ns the best judges of the reasons for respite, 
hearings arc had ; delays arc produced ; and thus the extreme 
of rigour in oflice (as usual in all human afihirs) leads to the 
extreme of laxit}’. ‘WBiat with the interested delay of tho 
officer ; the ill-conceived exactness of tho court ; the applica- 
tions for dispensations from that exactness ; the revival of 
rigorous process, after the expiration of the time ; and the 
new rigours producing new applications, and new enlarge- 
ments of time, such delays happen in the public accounts, 
that they can scarcely ever be closed. 

Besides, Sir, they liave a rule ui the exchequer, which, I 
believe, they have founded upon a very ancient statute, that 
of the Slst of Henm'' III., by which it is prorided, “ That 
when a sheriff or bailiff hath began his account, none other 
shall be received to account until he that was first appointed 
hath clearly accounted, and that the sum has been received.” * 
IVTiether this clause of that statute be the ground of that 
absurd practice, I am not quite able to ascertain. But it has 
very generally prevaded, though I am told that of late they 
have began to relax from it. In consequence of forms ad- 

j Et quant viscount ou hailliff ait commence do accompter, nul autro ne 
seit resceu de acconter tanque le primer qe soit assis, eit pcraccompte, et 
qe la somme soit resceu. Stat. 5, ann. dom. 12GG. 
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Terse \o ral^stentisl aecormt, we lure a long snccenion of 
pajmnBten and their reprwenUtiTes, who hare nerer been 
admitted to account, ttUhough petfectlj readj to do so 

As the ortent of our wora has scattered the aecountanti 
under the pajTnaetar into orerj pirt of the globe, the grand 
and sure poymaater, Death, m all hia shapes, calls these ac- 
oountants to another reckoning Death, moeed, donnneen 
OTBT ererything hut the foms of the exchequer Otcp theao 
be has no power They are imjjaaaiTB and nninortaL The 
andit of the exchequer, more aerere than tho audit to which 
the accountants are gone, demands proofs which in the na- 
tore of thlngi are dimeult, aotnetuDes impoesfble to bo bad. 
In thi* respect too, ngcur, aa usual, defeats itselt Then, 
the exchequer nerer fftre* a particular receipt, or clears a 
man of hia account as mr as it goes. A flnwl acquittance (or 
a £taetgt, aa they term it) is tcarctly orer to M obtained. 
Tertota and ghoat* ot unlaid aocountanta haunt the- houses 
of their chfl(fiun from generation to ceneration Fanribes, 
m the course of rucceacon, fall mto imncinties , the ishent* 
inee comes into the hands of females , and rery perplexed 
affiura are often delirered orcr mto the hands of negltfent 
guardians and {hithlets stewards. Bo that the demana re* 
mams, wbon the adrantago of the moncyis gone , if orer any 
adrantage at aH has been made of rt ^This is a cnuio of m* 
flnit o distress to families , and becomes a sourto of inQuence 
to an extent that can actKwlj be imagined, but by tho» who 
hare taken some nauni to trace it The mildncsa of gorem- 
ment, m tho employmeDt of useless and dangerous powers, 
furnishes no reason for theor continuanco. 

As things stsnd, can tou in juitico (axccjit perhaps in 
that orer-pcrfcct kind ot justice which has ootamed, or lU 
ments, tho title of the opposite nee *) insist, that any man 
should, hy tho course of nis o0ice, keep a tast from wbeow 
he is to derive no adrantago? That a man should bo 
subject to demands below, and ho m a manner refused an 
acquittance aboro j that bo should transmit an original sm, 
an inbentaneo of Taxation, to hU postentr, without a power 
of compensafiM himself m some way or ouier, for so periliso# 
a sltna^nP We know, that if tho payinaiter should deny 
himjclf the adrantages of bn bank, too public, as thong* 
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«X;aiU4 fe TBnopi> perplexed, /if long tf anAng I would 
tberefortt, after thoir exampl^ dmde the public debts mto 
ttree aorta , good, btuL and doubtfdL In looking orer tbe 
pnbHcftccCTm^ I fbouldnoTer dream of fee blind modoof tbo 
eicboquer, arbidi regards thmgs m the abstract, and Vm w n 
no dinarence in the (nudity of ita debta, or the m ^ n nu faiTw* 
of Its debtors. Bytbis meani, it listignea itadf, it Tuie* 
otiier* , it often czmhee the poor , it let* tb© neb escape , or, 
ms fit of meitjy or carelootkosa, declmes all of reco* 

Tunng its just demand*. Contest with the etemi^ of ita 
clamii, it eiyoya it* epieorean dinnity inth epwarenn 
g^r Bat it IS proper that aD aorta of teeoanta should be 
uosed some tuna or other — by payment, by composition { 
or by oblmon. ExpadU rtijndlua vi tiijtinx litiKm. Con* 
ftantly taking along with me, that an piri w m ift ngour i* anro 
to arm ererything agamrt it, and at len^h to relax Into a 
•upruB ne^ect, I propose, 8ir, that ertm flie best, soundeat, 
and the most recent debts, tl^d be put mto mstalmenti, 
for the mutual benefit of aetoontant sod the pubUc. 

In proportion, bowerer, as I am tender of the past, I would 
be pronoent of the futoje. AB money that was fbnuerly 
impretsed to the two greet I would hare impressed 

m future to the hoxi; ^ These offices ihonld, in. 

-ftiture, recciT9 no more than mffiexait for small par> 
menti. Their other payments ought to be made by dniAa 
on the bank, expreaimg the eemco. A check account from 
both offices, of draft* and receapte, ahould be annually made 
up m the exchequer , Aarging the bank m account with the 
oaah balance, brrt n^ dcmandfaig the paymont until there 
is an order from the treomry, m eontequence of a Tote of 
parliament, 

A* I did not, So’, deny to the naymflater the natural pro- 
fits of t^ benk that wai in Ida bands ; *0 neither would I 
to the bank of EnnUnd. A share of that profit might bo 
danred to the public m Tanon* way*. My CiTounte mode 
i* thi*, tyt, m compensation fcr the use of this moner, 
the bank may take upon themselTea, first, tkx eisrM qf tlx 
muU, to which tber are already, by their charter^ ohb^ to 
hriDg in a greet deal of bullion annually to bo coined. 

In the next place, I mean that they should take upon 
themaelTW the charge of remttfenef* to nr troop* ^ro*J 
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of PnrlmmeTit to prondo fortbo caio To nD other demand*, 
it mnit bo ansrered, •with rcgre^ but with finnneti, ** the 
public ii poor" 

I do not propoae, ai I tdd beforo Ohnitroa*, to take 
away anj- ponnoiL I know tnat the public aeem to call for 
a redaction of auch of thorn oa ahall appear unmerited- A* 
a ccnaonal act, and mmiahment of an abuse, it mi^ht amv er 
acme purpoae Bui thia can mako no part of plaiL I 
mean to prooced by bflli and I csoniot atop for euch an in- 
quiry I knoTf aomo gentlemen may blame mo It u with 
great fubiniaaiou to better ^dgmenta that I recommend it to 
conndcratKm , that a cnticai retroepcctiro examination of 
the pcnaiou liat, upon the pnnople 01 merit, can nerer wtto 
for my beai*,— It cannot anewer, according to my plan, any 
dfectual purp^ of economy or of future permanent ro- 
formaticat The procet* m any way will bo entangled and 
dilBcult , and it will bo infinitely ■W there ia a danwr 
that if wo turn out Imo of march, now directed toward* tno 
grand object, into thi* more labonoui than uaofol detail of 
operation*, we ihall nerer amre at our end. 

Hw king, Sir, haa been by the eonitltuticm appointed aolo 
iudgo of tho ment for whi« a poniloa u to bo pren- "Wo 
bare a ngbt, cmdoabtcdly, to canr*** thi*, u wo myo to enn- 
To** oTcry art of government. But thcro 1* a matertnl dif> 
ference between an offico to be rrfonned, and a permon 
taken awoy for dement. In the fermer me, no charge is 
implied against the holder, m the latter, hb character 1* 
slurred, as •well as hrt la^ul emolument uffected. The 
former procca* is apain*t (ho thing \ the second against tho 
peraon. The pcnawDcr certainly, if ho pleaiea, ha* a right 
to stand on hi* own defenco i to plead bb po**c**Km , and 
to bottom hi* title m the competency of tho crown to giro 
him what ho hedd*. Po**c*»ea and on the dcfcnsiTc b» ho 
b, ho will not bo obliged to prom hb special ment, in order 
to justify the act of legal dwcrctuai, now turned into ha 
propertr, according to hi* tenure, Tho vctt act, bo will 
conletu^ n a local preeuroptiou, and an impucatkrn of hb 
ment. If thi* bo *0, from tho natural force of all legal pm- 
fumption, he would put u» to tho difficult proofs that ho ba* 
no merit at alL But other qocsticm* would anro m tho course 
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of sucli nu iEqoiry; tlint is, questions of tlio merit wlion 
Avciplied ap;ainsl the proportion of the reward ; tlien the dif- 
ficult}' wll be much greater. 

The diificultv will not. Sir. I am afraid, bo imicb less, if we 
pass to tbo person really gidlty, in the quest io}i of an un- 
merited pension ; the minister himself. I admit that when 
called to account for the execution of a trust, he might fairly 
be obliged to prove the .afiirmativo; .and to state the merit 
for which the pension is given ; lho\igh on the j)cnsioncr him- 
self such a process would be bard. ]f in this examination 
we proceed methodically, and so ns to avoid all suspicion of 
partialit}' and prejudice, we must take the pension.s in order 
of time, or merely alphabet ic.nlly. The very first pension to 
which wo come in cither of these ways may njipear the most 
grossly unmerited of any. But the minister may very possi- 
bly show that be knows nothing of the putting on this pen- 
sion — that it was prior in time to his administration^ — that 
the minister who laid it on is dead : and then we arc thrown 
back upon the pensioner himself, and plunged into all our 
former difficulties. .f\bu8c.s, and gross 0 ))cp, I doubt not, 
would appear; and to the correction of which 1 would 
readily give my hand ; but, when I consider that pensions 
have not generally been aflected by the revolutions of min- 
istry, as I know not where such inquiries would stop, and 
as an absence of merit is a negative and loose thing, one 
might be led to derange the order of families, founded on the 
probable continuance of their kind of income. I might 
hurt children ; I might injure creditors. I re.ally think it 
the more prudent course, not to follow the letter of the pe- 
titions. If we fix this mode of inquiry as a basis, we shall, I 
fear, end as parliament has often ended under similar cir- 
cumstances. There xvill bo great delay ; much confusion ; 
much inequality in our proceedings. But what presses me 
most of all is this ; that though xve should strike off all the 
unmerited pensions, while the power of the crown remains 
unlimited, the very same undeserving persons might after- 
wards return to the veiy same list ; or, if they did hot, other 
persons, meriting as little as they do, might be put upon it 
to an undefinable amount. This I think is the pinch of the 
' grievance. 

Tor these reasons, Sir, I am obliged to waive this mode of 

H 2 
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proceeding as any port of my ^lan In a plan of refonna- 
faoii, it ■wmildbo one of my manmi, that, w hen I kmnr of an 
oftabliahment ^hich may be anbecineiit to naefol pnrpoeet, 
md •which, at the Baioe time, from its diearctionary natirr^ 
IS liable to a Twy great perromon from those purpose#, I 
litixi ike ^nanUty the powr that tn^kt £« eo ahittil 
IFor 1 un mre, that, m ail eoch cases, the rewarda of merit 
■wiH hare rery narrow bounda i find that partial or corr upt 
faremr ■will he infinite Tbia pnnoiplo la not arbitrary , but 
the limitation of the apeofio Quantity moit be so m sotno 
meejure. I therefore state £u0,000, leonug it open to the 
Honae to enlarge or contract the mm aa they aluill eee, on 
exfimmatian, th^ the diacretjon 1 use ii acanty or liberal 
The •whole amount of the penaiona of all denominationa, 
•whidi hare been laid before us, amount, for a period of 
wreniwa, to oonciderably more than £100,000 a year To 
■what tho other lirta amount, I know not That wul bo seen 


bemftor But from those that do appear, a saring will 
aecnd to the pubbo, at one tune or other^ of £d0,000 a year, 
and we had Detto, in my opinion, let it fall in natu^y, 
than tear it erode and unnpe from tbe stalh ^ 

There li a great deal of uneasmeas among tbe people, upon 
an artido whidi 1 must class under tbe he^ of ummont, I 
mean the ervat ]>stent q0ee$ tn ike eseke^Tter They are m 
reality end substance no other than pensions, and in no other 
Imht shall I consider them. They ore sinecnret. Thoy sre 
alweyi executed by deputy The duty of tho principal n os 
notlung They differ howerer from the pemwns on tbe lilt, 
in some partKulars. Thw are held for life I think, with 
the pnhuc, that the profits of those places aro grown enor- 
mous, the magnitude of those profits, and tho nature of 
them, both call for reformalion- The nature of their pti> 
fits, which grow out of tho pubbo diitrcsa, la itself inndioQS 
and grioTous, But I fear that reforta cannot bo immodiato 


t It wu nppeved b; Iba krrd adTOcale, in a robsrqusl dtbais, list 
llr. Boikt, betaate be oblecled to ss laqnliy trriQ tbe pntiloti Ikl fot ibe 
jnupote ef KOMCDj sadr^foT tbe pnbue, 'ire«U fcne ft trftbbetd dem 
ibsJodpnortofroitkBMBltwrtitwiiroeeemlm^oeTCT ThUleeiwdf«* 

Unssa cetlainbmlra>dmtDOd Uia pUa «bon ibat be vbbeq tbe 

«bc4e Ust tobeneOj t ct iwible, tod be knows tbe F«Uk eye b e> 
Uedf a fnct |wl tesiest aboea 
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I find mysolf under n rcstrietion. These ]ilaccs, and others 
of the same Ivind, \Ylneli are held for liib, have been con- 
sidered as property. They have been given ns a provision 
for ehildrcn; they have been flic snbjecf of fainilv .settle- 
ments ; they have been the seonrily of creditors. iVhat tlio 
law respects shall be saeredtome. If the barriers of law 
should bo broken down, upon ideas of eonvonience. even 
of public convenieneo, wo shall have no longer anything 
certain among us. If the discretion of power i.s once let 
loose upon projierty, we can be at no loss to determine whose 
power, and what discretion, it is that will prcYiiil at last, 
it would be wise to attend upon the order of things; and 
not to attempt to outrun the slow, but smooth and even, 
course of nature. There arc occasions, I admit, of jmblic 
necessity, so vast, so clear, so evident, that they supersede 
all laws. Law, being only made for the beneiit of the com- 
munity, cannot in any one of its parts m^ist a demand which 
may comprehend the total of the public interest. To be 
sure, no law can set itself up against the cause and reason of 
all law. Lut such a case very i-arely happens; and this 
most certainly is not such a case. The mere time of the re- 
form is by no means worth the sacrifice of a princijdc of law. 
Indinduals pass like sbadows; but the commonwealth is 
fixed and stable. Tlic dificrence, therefore, of to-day and 
to-morrow, which to private jieople is immense, to the state 
is nothing. At any rate, it is belter, if possible, to reconcile 
our economy with our laws, than to set them at variance ; .a 
quarrel which in the cud must be destructive to both. 

My idea, therefore, is to reduce those officers to fixed 
salaries, as the present lives and reversions shall successive!}' 
faU. I mean that the office of the groat auditor (the auditor 
of the receipt) shall be reduced to £3000 a year ; and the 
auditors of the imprest, aud the rest of the principal officers, 
to fixed appointments of £1500 a year each. It wiU not be 
difficult to calculate the value of this fall of lives to the 
public, when w'e shall have obtained a just account of the 
present income of those places ; and we shall obtain that 
account with great facility', if the present possessors are not 
alarmed with any apprehension of danger to their freehold 
office. 

I know too, that it will be demanded of me, how it comes, 
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that innfffl I admit theae office* to ho no better than peorioru, 
I choose, after the p^aplo of law had been aabafled, to rc- 
jAm them at oil P To tbia, 8xr, I cniwcr, that concevnng it 
to bo a fundamental part of the ccmititution of thi« country, 
nnd of the reoaon of atate m erery country, that thcro mart 
be meoni of rewarding public aemec, tlwio meoni will be 
incomplete, and indeed wboUj inanfEacnt for that parpoee, 
if there ihould bo no further reward for •mice, than 
the daily wage* it reemTot during the pleaanre of the ctowtu 
■Whoerer Bonooaly con«ider« the escdlcnt argument of 
Iiord Bomen, m the banker’s caao, will tee he bottoma 
himself upon the rery tame monm whidi I do , and one 
of hi* pTtnerpol gronnda of doctnne for the ahcMbility of 
the domain in E^lond,* contrary to the manm of the law 
m Tronco, bo lays in the conabtutional policy of furmshing 
a permanent reward to pobho temoe , of making that re- 
w^ the or^n of tamilioa , and the hmndation of wealth 
M weft as 01 bonoura. It u indeed the only genuine, un* 
adoltarated ongm of nobfliW It ia a great pnndplo m 
g o r enn n ent , a pnncrple at the Ttay foondatum of the whole 
ttmetoro. The other judges who bold the tamo doctrine 
went beyond Ixtrd Bonkers with regard to the remedy, which 
they thought waa gtren by law against tho crown, upon tho 
grant of pcofioni Indeed no man knowa. when ^ cuta offi 
tho inatemonta to a nrtuous ambition, and the just rewards 
of public acmee, what mOnite mischief ho may do his coun- 
try, through all generations. Such saTing to tho puhbo may 
pTore tho worst mode of robbing ft. Ino crow n , which has 
m its hands the trust of tho dailT pay for national aomce, 
ought to hare in its hands also toe means for the repose of 
puhbo labour, end the fixed scttlernent of acknowledged 
ment Tbero » a time, whon the weather-beaten tcsscIs of 
the state ought to cotqo into harbour Hicy must ot length 
hare a ret reat from tho maheo of nraU, from the perfidy of 
political friends, and the Ineonstancy of the peoplo. JItny 
of the persons, who in all times hare filled tno great offices 
of state, hiTo been younger brotbers, who had originally 
little, if any, fortune Tb«o offlees do not fumuh the cicons 
of amassing wealth. Thcro ought to bo somo powrr In tho 
1 BcCm tke tlalntr of Qseea Auw, wUch UmUed iIh tOmllcm tt 
Uad. 
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crpmi of granting pensions out of the reach of its own ca- 
prices. Ail entail of dependence is a had reward of merit. 

I would, therefore, leave to the crovm the possibility of 
conferring some favours which, whilst they are received as a 
reward, do not operate as corruption. When men receive 
obligations from the crown, tln*ough the pious hands of 
fathers, or of connexions as venerable as the paternal, the 
dependencies which arise from thence are the obligations of 
gratitude, and not the fetters of servility. Such ties originate 
in virtue, and they promote it. They continue men in those 
habitudes of friendsliip, those political connexions, and those 
political principles, in wliich they began life. They are an- 
tidotes against a corrupt levity, instead of causes -of it. 
What an unseemly spectacle would it afford, what a disgrace 
would it be to the commonwealth that suffered such things, 
to see the hopeful son of a meritorious minister begging his 
bread at the door of that treasury, from whence his father 
dispensed the economy of an empire, and promoted the hap- 
piness and glory of his country ! Why should he be obliged 
to prostrate his honour, and to submit his principles at the 
levee of some proud favourite, shouldered and wust aside 
by every impudent pretender, on the very spot where a few 
days before he saw himself adored ? — obliged to cringe to 
the author of the calamities of his house, and to kiss the 
hands that are red with his father’s blood? — No, Sir, these 
things are' unlit — ^they are intolerable. 

Sir, I shall be ashed, why I do not choose to destroy those 
offices which axe pensions, and appoint pensions under the 
direct title in thefr stead ? I allow that in some cases it leads 
' to abuse ; to have things appointed for one purpose and ap- 
plied to another. I have no great objection to such a change : 
but I do not tliinh it quite prudent for me to propose it. If 
I should take away the present establishment, the burthen of 
proof rests upon me, that so many pensions, and no more, 
and to such an amount each, and no more, are necessary for 
the public service. This is what I can never prove ; for it is 
a tluug incapable of definition. I do not hhe to take away 
an object that I think answers my purpose, in hopes of get- 
ting it back again in a better shape. People will bear an old 
establishment when its excess is corrected, who will revolt at 
a new one. I do not think these office-pensions to be more 
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m mnobfr than nlEcient but on that wmt the Houm ^rill 
fttptr riHft iti diecrotioti. Ai to abuae, I am eouTm^ that 
Terj few truita m the ordmary oonr»o of odmiiiiitrafioii Iutti 
adimtted len tbxiee than thu. Efficient mtmston hare been 
their own pojmaitera. Itiatroe But therr very partiality 
hai operated aa a kmd of luahce, and itiU it waa enrice that 
wna pmi When wo loot orer thia excheqner hat, wo find it 
ffllod with the deacendanta of tho Walpolea, of the Pelhana, 
of the Townshends, namo to whom thii country owt* it* 
Kbortiee , and to whom hia Bfajocty oww his crown. It wm 
m one of theeo linet, that tho unmcnse and enried employ* 
ment ho now holds came to a certain dokc,' who is now pro* 
bahlj Bitting ^metly at a Tcry good dinner directly under us, 
and acting ityi hfe beloa whilst we, hn masters, are 
filling our mouthi with unsubstantial eounds, and taDdng of 
hungry economy omr ha head. But he a tho cider branch 
of an ancient and decayed houso^ jomed to and repauod by the 
reward of eemcc* done by onotocr I rtapcct the original 
bile, and tho fint pprcJiaso of merited wealth and honour 
through all lU deacenta, through all its tnnsfora, and all its 
assignments, hla^ such fountains nerer bo dned up I hlay 
they ercr flow with their onginal punty, and refresh and 
fructifr tho commonwealth, for age* f 

Sir, I think myiclf bound to giro you mv reasons as clearly, 
and as fuHy^ for stopping in tho coarso of reformation, a* for 
proceeding in it. My bmits aro tbo rule* of law , tho mk* 
of policy \ and the temco of tbo state This n tho reason 
why I am not able to intenneddlo with snot her artide, which 
seems to be a spcciflc object in screral of the petibons ; I 
moon the redaction of exorbitant emolomenU to dlloent 
offices. If I know of any real efflesent office, which did 
possess exorbitant emolutiient*, I should ho extremely dcsir* 
ous of reducing them Other* may know of them j I do not. 
I am not po*s«*cdof an exact common measure between ml 
temco and its reword- I am rcty sure, that slates do some- 
time* rocotre scttkcs, which u hardly m their power to re- 
ward according to their worth. If I were to tpro mj judg- 
ment with regard to this country, I do not think the great 
efficient office* of tho state to bo orerpaid- The *011100 of 
' Xhik* of dtnlnt room b coder ilta Hoqm cf 
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the public is n Ihiug 'which onunot he put io nuctiou, niul 
struck down to those wlio will ngi'co to execute it the cheap- 
est. "Wlieu the jiroportiou hctwocu reward cud service is 
our object, wo must always consider of what nature the 
service is, and what sort of men they arc lliat must perform 
it. 'What is just payment for one kind of labour, and full 
encouragement for one kind of talents, is fnuid and dis- 
couragement to others, ^lany of the great oflieos have much 
dut}' to do, and much expense of rcpre.'jcntation to maintain. 
A secretary of slate, for instance, must not ajmear sordid in 
the eyes of the ministers of other nations ; neither ought our 
ministers abroad to apjie.ar contemptible in the court.s wlicro 
they reside. In all olfice.s of duty, there is, almost neces- 
sarily, a great neglect of all domestic atlair.s. A person in 
high ofiicc c.an rarelv take a view of his familv-house. If lio 
sees that the state take.s no detriment, tlic state must see 
that bis nifairs should tnlio ns little. 

I will even go so far as to nflirin, that if men were willing 
to serve in such situations xvithout s.alary, they ought not to 
be permitted to do it. Ordinary service must be secured 
by the motives to ordinary integrity. I do not hesitate to 
say, that that state, wliich lay.s its foundation in rare and 
heroic virtues, will he sure to have its sujicrslrneluro in tho 
basest profligacy and corruption. An honour.ahle and fair 
profit is the best security against avarice and rapacity ; ns in 
all things else, a lawful and regulated enjoyment is the best 
security again.st debauchery and excess. For as wealth is 
power, BO all power will infallibly draw wealth to itself by 
some means or other ; and when men are left no way of as- 
certaining their profits but by tlicir means of obtaining them, 
those means will be increased to infinity. This is true in all 
the parts of administration, ns well as in the whole. If any 
indi\'idual were to decline his appointments, it might give an 
nnfa.ir advantage to ostentatious ambition over unpretending 
service ; it might breed invidious comparisons ; it might tend 
to destroy whatever little unit}'' and agreement may be found 
among ministers. And, after all, when au ambitious man had 
run do-wn his competitors by a fallacious show of disinter- 
estedness, and fixed himself in power by that means, wliat 
security is there that bo would not change bis course, and 
claim as an indemnity ten times more than be has given up ? 
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m ntnnbCT than ffnfflaent • but on that point tho Honao will 
eiffaae its disciotioiL A* to abtue, I am eonTmced that 
rerj few truata m the orduuny oomte of administratum hare 
odi^ted IcM ahnu than this Efficient mnusten hare been 
their ctoh paymaitera. It la true. Bnt their rety partiality 
haa operated aa okmd of jnshce I and atill it uma scmeo that 
TBi paid- "Wlien ire loot over th^ exchequer hat, ire find it 
flBed lath the deaeendanta of the ’Walpol^ of the PeQmma, 
of the Toireshanda j names to ichom thia co un try oires ita 
liberties 1 and to irbmn hia hfajesty oirea hn CTown. It iraa 
m one oi those Imea, that the umnenae and enned emplcy- 
ment ho now holds came to a certain dokc,' who ja now pro- 
hohly Bittmc mnetly at a rery good diTuxir directly nnier ui, 
and acting Aiyi Zj/a Mom afjir*, whilst wo, hi* maateri, are 
fiUmg oar monthi with nnaubataiitial aounda. and talking of 
hungry econoiny orer hr* head- But ho i* the elder branch 
of an ancient and decayed hcro*6,ioniedto and repaired by the 
reward of ler Tice* deme by enotner I rapeet the original 
title, and tho dnt purchaao of merited wrath and honour 
through aH ita doacenta. through all ita tnnafen, end all ita 
aangnmenta. Ka^ ruon fmmtaina norer bo dnod ire I hlay 
they ever flow with their onginal purity, and refrtwh and 
fhictifr the commonwealth, lor age* f 

8tp, I thmk myself bound to give you rov reasons as doar^, 
and as fuUy^ for stopping m the coureo of reformation, aa lor 
pTo ce odmg in it. Hy liioita are tho rule* of law j tho rules 
of poh^ , and tho vemee of tho stale This is the reason 
why I am not able to intermeddle with another article, which 
seem* to be a fpccifio object in seTmil of tho petitions i I 
mean the redaction of exorbitant cmolanieiiU to effimont 
office* If I knew of any real, efficient office, which did 
posaesa exorbitant cmolaments, 1 ahonld bo extremely detlr* 
on* of roducuig them. Other* may know of them j Ido not. 
I am not posM**ed of an exact common mcaanro b et we e n real 
aerrico and it* reward. I am very tore, that ftatc* do aomo- 
time* reeoire serrices, which is faard^ m their power to re- 
ward accorduig to tbeir worth- If i wore to pro my judg- 
iMmt mth io thia rturetiy, J do not ihxnk the jCrcat 

efficient office* of the *tato to w orcrpoid. The somce of 
1 Duke of hrrmU*, whose flutes nma is nador the llooM of 
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tlie public is a thing vrbicb cannot be put to auction, and 
struck do'wu to those who udll agree to execute it the cheap- 
est. 'When the proportion between reward and service is 
our object, we must always consider of what nature the 
service is, and what sort of men they are that must perform 
it. What is just payment for one kind of labour, and full 
encouragement for one kind of talents, is fraud and dis- 
couragement to others. Many of the great ofidces have much 
duty to do, and much expense of representation to maintain. 
A secretary of state, for instance, must not appear sordid in 
the eyes of the ministers of other nations ; neither ought our 
ministers abroad to appear contemptible in the courts where 
they reside. In all offices of duly, there is, almost neces- 
sarily, a great neglect of aU domestic affairs. A person in 
high office can rarely take a view of his family-house. If he 
sees that the state takes no detriment, the state must see 
that his affairs should take as little. 

I will even go so far as to affirm, that if men were wiUing 
to serve in sudi situations without salary, they ought not to 
be permitted to do it. Ordinary service must be secured 
by the motives to ordinary integrity. I do not hesitate to 
say, that that state, which lays its foundation in rare and 
heroic virtues, 'will be sure to have its superstructure in the 
basest profligacy and corruption. An honourable and fair 
profit is the best security against avarice and rapacity ; as in 
all things else, a lawful and regulated enjoyment is the best 
security against debauchery and excess. IFor as wealth is 
power, so all power will infallibly draw wealth to itself by 
some means or other ; and when men are left no way of as- 
certaining their profits but by their means of obtaining them, 
those means will be increased to infinity. Tliis is true in all 
the parts of administration, as well as in the whole. If any 
individual were to decline his appointments, it might give an 
unfair advantage to ostentatious ambition over impretending 
service ; it might breed invidious comparisons ; it might tend 
to destroy whatever little unity and agreement may be found 
among mini sters. And, after all, when an ambitious man had 
run down his competitors by a fallacious show of disinter- 
estedness, and fixed himself in power by that means, what 
security is there that he would not change his course, and 
claim as an indemnity ten times more than he has given up ? 
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TTith rule, like erery otter, may admit ita eieepbon*, 
■Wten ■ ^reat man haa some one grot olijcct m twt to te 
achieved m a given tme, it may be abtolately neceaeary for 
bfm to walk out of all the oommon roada, nnii, if ha foritune 
p er nu ta to bold himaelf oat ms a tplandid example. I am 
told, that aomethujg of thw kind a now doing in a cotmtiy 
near na. Bat thii a for a ihort race j the training for a heat 
or two, and iwt the proper pTeparntion for the regular atagea 
of a m^hodical journey 1 am ipeakmg of estanlahmenti, 
and not of men 

It may bo expected. Sir, that when I am pnng my rwtaont 
why I bmit myself in the redaction of employmonta, or of 
tbeir proBta, I ■hould say aomething of thoM which acem of 
eminent inutility m the atato , 1 mean the number of ofBcm 
who, hy their ulacea, are attendant on the penou of the king 
Conn^OTUg the commonwealth merely aa auch, and eon* 
mdenng thooo ofBcera only aa Telatrv© to the direct purpooea 

tbe atato, 1 admit that they are of no uae at alL But 
thero are many thtnga m the conatitofacm of eetahlrahmeBtn, 
whid) appear of little value on tbe firat view, which, in a 
ecconda^ and oblx^ manner, prodnee rory matenal aarant* 
age*. wu on fall cooaldmtion that I determined not 
to lesaoo any of the ofBcea of hononr about tbe crow n , in 
their number, or their emolameota. Tbeae emolomenta, ex- 
cept m one or two caaea, do not mach more than answer the 
diaigs of attendance. Men of eoodihtm naturally loro to be 
about a court j and women of condition loru it much more 
But there is m all regular attendance ao much of constraint, 
that if it were a mero charge, without any compensation, you 
would ioon have tbe court deserted by all the nobibty of tbo 
kingdom 

Sir, the most aenoas mzachJels would foDow from lach a 
deaertiom Kings are naturally loma of low company They 
arc to clorated above all tbe rest of mankind, that they must 
look upon all their subjects as on a IcrcL Thcr are rstber 
apt to bate than to love them nobiiitv, on account of tbo oe- 
easiotul resistance to their will, whici will bo made by tbwr 
virtucu thoir petulance, ovtbdr pnde. It must indeed bo ad 
mitteo, that roanv of the Dobfljtr are aa perfectly willmg to 
act the part of uattcrers, toIe-bearcTs, parasite#, pimp*, and 
bolToons, aa any of tbo lowest and dlcst of mankind can 
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possibly be. But they are not properly qualified for this 
object of tbeir ambition. The Avant of a regular education, 
and early habits, and some liu'lcing remains of their dignity, 
■will never permit them to become a match for an Italian 
eunuch, a mountebank, a fiddler, a i)layer, or any regular 
practitioner of that tribe. The Homan emperors, almost 
from the beginning, threw themselves into such hands ; and 
the mischief increased every day till the decline and final 
ruin of the empire. It is therefore of very great importance 
(provided the thing is not overdone) to contrive such an 
establishment as must, almost whether a prince aviU or not, 
bring into daily and hourly offices about his person a grea't 
number of his first nobilit}’’ ; and it is rather an useful pre- 
judice that gives them a pride in such a ser\dtude. Though 
they are not much the better for a court, a court •will be 
much the better for them. I have therefore not attempted 
to reform any of the offices of honour about the lung’s 
person. 

There are, indeed, two offices in his stables which are sine- 
cures. By •the change of manners, and indeed by the nature 
of the thing, they must be so ; I mean the several keepers 
of buck-hounds, stag-hovmds, fox-hounds, and harriers. They 
answer no purpose of utility or of splendour. These I pro- 
pose to abolish. It is not proper that great noblemen should 
be keepers of dogs, though they Avere the king’s dogs. In 
every part of my scheme, I have endeavoured that no pri- 
mary, and that even no secondary, service of the sta'te should 
suffer by its finigality'. I mean to touch no offices but such 
as I am perfectly sure are either of no use at all, or not of 
any use in the least assignable proportion 'to the burthen 
with which they load the revenues of the kingdom, and •to 
the inffuence Avith which they oppress the freedom of parlia- 
mentary deliberation ; for which reason there are but "two 
offices which are properly state offices, that I have a desire 'to 
reform. 

■^e first of them is the new office of third secretary of state, 
which is commonly called secretary of state for the colonies. 

We know that aU. the correspondence of the colonies had 
been, until Avithin a feiv years, carried on by the southern 
secretary of state ; and that this department has not been 
shunned upon account of the weight of its duties ; but, on 
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the contncry, nracli on ucconnt of its petrtraago. In- 

dfed he mnrt be poorly Bcqtminted mtb tbo mstoiy of ofBce, 
■wbo doe* not know how tztj hchtly the American fonctiorti 
hare alwayB leaned on the ihoulden of the mmutenal Ml**, 
who hai upheld that Bide of the ■phere. Undoobtedly, great 
temper and jndgment aeie reqnmte m the management <3 the 
eoloi^ politics , but the official detail 1 ^* a tnfle. Rinr* 
the new apporntment, a tram of unfortunato ocodenta hai 
brought b^ore ua almoat the whole c or reapon deuce of thu 
tavoi^e eecretary’e office, amce the ftr*t day of its eetabluh- 
ment. I will eay nothmg of ita anspicions foundation i of 
the quality of ita eorrcapcndenoB | or of the effecta that horo 
enauM from iL I apesk mordy of rti nusnUitt , which we 
know would have been httle or no additSm to the trouble of 
whatever office had it* hand* the ftaBegt. Butwhat ha* been 
tbe real condition of the old office of secretary of atnte ? 
Have tbcir rdvet bag*, and tbeir red boat*, been to full, that 
nothing more could pcatibly be crammed into thorn P 

A coTTe^pondenco of a ctmoua nature baa been lately pub- 
luhed^ In that eorretpoudence. Sir, we And tbo opluun of 
a noble peraon, wbo u thought to be tbe gnnd mnnofae- 
tc re r of waumatnitian* , and tbereferre the boat judge of tbe 
quality of hu work Die wa* of opinion, that there waa but 
one TTMTi of dfligenco and mdoftiy in tho whole ndjninirtrn* 
twn — it wa* tbe late Eari of Suffolk- Tho noble lord la- 
mented very juitlj, that thh rtatwtoan, of to much mental 
vigour, was amioct wholly diaablcd from tho eiertiou of it, 
by hu bodily mfinnltica. laird Suffolk, dcud to the ttate 
long before he wa* dead to nature, at last paid bu tributo to 
the common treas ur y to which wo mu^ all be toicd- But 
BO little want was found eren of his intcutional industry, that 
the office, vacant lu reality to it* dutie* long before, con- 
tinued Tacunt even in nomlnahon and appointment for a year 
after his death. The whole of tho labonoo* and orduou* cor- 
rtapondenco of thb empire retted tololy upon tho activity 
ana energy of Lord AVeymouth. 

It i* tnerefoTO demonstrable, tince one dihgent man wa* 
fully equal to tho dutic* of the two office*, that two dfljRcnt 
men wiU be equal to tho duty of three. The burincM of tb© 
now office, which I *hall propo*e to you to auppree*, u by no 
> LeUCT* betveeo t>T AddfaiftOQ ud Sir Jaar* Wright. 
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means too mucli to "be returned to cither of tlie secretaries 
■'s’hicli remain. If this dust in the balance should he thought 
too heavy, it may he di\dded between them both; North 
America (whether free or reduced) to the northern secretary, 
the "West Indies to the southern. It is not necessary that I 
should say more upon the inutility of this office. It is burn- 
ing day-light. But before I have done, I shah just remark, 
that the histor}’’ of this office is too recent to suffer us to for- 
get, that it was made for the mere convenience of the ar- 
rangements of political intrigue, and not for the service of 
the state ; that it was made, in order to give a colour to an 
exorbitant increase of the civil list ; and in the same act to 
bring a new accession to the loaded compost heap of corrupt 
influence. 

There is. Sir, another office which was not long since 
closely connected with tliis of the American secretary ; but 
has been lately separated from it for the very same purpose 
for which it had been conjoined; I mean the sole purpose of 
all the separations and all the conjunctions that have been 
lately made — a job. I speak, Sir, of the hoard of trade and 
plantations. This board is a sort of temperate bed of in- 
fluence; a sort of gently ripening hot-house, where eight 
members of parliament receive salaries of a thousand a year, 
for a certain given time, in order to mature, at a proper sea: 
son, a claim to two thousand, granted for doing less, and on 
the credit of having toiled so long in that inferior, laborious 
department. 

I have known that board, off and on, for a great number 
of years. Both of its pretended objects have been much the 
objects of my study, if I have a right to call any pursuits of 
mme by so respectable a name. I can assure the House, and 
I hope they will not think that I risk my little credit lightly, 
that, without meaning to convey the least reflection upon 
any one of its members past or present, — it is a board which, 
if not mischievous, is of no use at all. 

You will be convinced. Sir, that I am not mistaken, if you 
reflect how generally it is true, that commerce, the principal 
object of that office, flourishes most when it is left to itself. 
Interest, the great guide of commerce, is not a bliud one. 
It is very well able to find its own way ; and its necessities 
are its best laws. But if it were possible, in the nature of 
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thmge, that tie yacng should direct the old, and the mei- 
peneneed uutmct the knowing; if a board m tb© 
wa* the best tutor for the coimtmg-boneo, if tbo detk 
ooght to read lectiuei to the anvil, and the pen to naarp 
the place of the shuttle — ^yet m any matter m regulation, 
we know that board miafc act witb aa little authority ai skilL 
The prerogatiTe of the arown if utterly inadequate to tbo 
objort , becQuae all rcgulationi aroj m their nature, ro- 
gtnctivB of fome Hbcriy In the reign, indeed, of Ciffr?e* 
tie Fir*t, the eomyril, or comnutteca of conned, were never 
a moment nnoecnpied with aflaire of trade. But even where 
thcT had no ill iDtenbcm ^wfaich was tometimef the caae) 
traoe and manufactaro sonered mflnrtcly from their mja- 
dkioui tampormg But fmee that period, whenever regn* 
lation M wanting (for I do not deny that lomBtimca it may 
be wanting) parliament constantly nta ; and parliament 
alone » competent to fodi regnlaticm. “We want no inetnie- 
tioni from boards of trade, or from anv other board , and 
Qod forbid we ihoold give the least artention to their re> 
p ort a , rtcpbamentary mquuy n the only mode of obtaining 
psrlmmentaiy mfrmnatian. There is more reel knowledgo 
to be obtained by attending the detail of bufinea in the 
eommrttoci abore-rtaira, than ever did come, or over will 
come, from any board m Una kmgdotn, or from aH of them 
togetner An areiduoUf member of parliament will not bo 
tbo wor se inftructod thcr<^ for not wing paid a thousand o 
year for leaming his lesson And now t^t I speak of tbo 
committees abor^loira, I most say, that having till lately 
attended them a good deal, I have observed that no dcfcnp* 
tmn of members giro so little attendance, cither to commii> 
nfcate or to obtain instruction upon matters of commerce, as 
the hanourable members of tbo grave Jicard of trade I really 
do not recollect that I have over scon one of them m that 
sort of busmeti. rossiblr some members may have better 
memone* , and may call lo mmd some job that may have 
ncadentally brought one or other of them, at one time or 
other, to attend a nutter of commerce 
Tib hoard, Bir, has had both its onginal formation, and 
its Tegeneration, in a Job In n job it was conedved, and in 
a job its mother brought it forth It made one among those 
showy and specious Impositions, which one of the cipenmcnt* 
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Tnn\;in>: rKlinini.-'tr.itu'ir- of Vti.n'Uf f’t- S- \i;u^ InM <»ut todo- 
hido tho I'l'ojdo. :n\il I'o -‘iuilrii in llio I'lnoo i^f tho 
ronl f orviiv Vi !n’o!» sh. y >ni;:!ii J'xpiot fnnn n j'lnlintiit iit !m- 
nunlly 1' wn*’ in*« ndrd. to i-orruyl (lint I'ody 

AvluMU’Vor it f'lioiild bo y r:nit(otl to sit. It nr,‘< |iroiiTl«-(l in 
tlu' vonr nmi i( oontiinn-.l in .n to((i-rln;,’ ndif riolcoly 
ohildhood for nliont tlin *- or fonr yonr^ ; for it diotl in tho 
yo.nr 1(5711. .n bnl^- i-f n-i littli- In-j'i'.'- n- o\< r swi-Hi tl I hr hilln 
of juor(.’’.iity in tho .nrtirlr of o *n\t»lM d i^r lOrr-lniil ohihlrx'Tt, 
wlio hnvo h.nrtily ;*.r}'j'i d o\« r thr (hr<‘’'ho hi I'f Hfo, 

3( wns hnri< '1 with Ht'lo ti-r<’ii)ony ; nnd jnnor inoro 
thmicht of until llir rx iiMi <'f /iV'o; JJ'j/irsr;. whoii in thr 
t-lmnno V^r:^^itn•h• of ni ;;lri t r.tnl \ ii;oUr. of ooud run! jllj.ui’- 
cc'-.'i, thn( nttrnih-d Inh v.jir- in tho vi-nr U’-'.lo, tho tnnh* v,,n.‘i 
dicin'; ‘-(’d Innond nil o\:nn|>h* of forim r Miffi’nin:-, hy ihi’ 
]>inn'ir« of ihr IVrnoh ornifr.**. '^hi^ MitVorin:: iiurn'rd. 
:nul. 11 '^ it ^honld ; < vtn. \rry iiotlv inrrn'-- <1, (hr lloiiM' of 
Coinnion'-. In (hi!- frnni'nt th.ry j-trurl;, not only nt (hr ,'id- 
ministmtion. Init .nt tho vrrv < ojo titmion of tho r\ornti\<' |.'o- 
vornjnont, Tlu y nttrinj'trd to form in j nrlininont n honrd for 
Ihc protootion of tmdo; whiolt. tliry pl.nnnod it, wn*^ In 
draw to itM-lf a irri'.'it par', if not thowholo. of thr fnnolions 
nnd iHiwon:, loth t.f tho ndniindty and of tin* trra.'-nrv; 
nnd tlniP. hy n jiarlianiontiiry doh-oation of oiliro nnd oflloor^, 
they thro.ali'nod r.h^•(•ln(vly to t-opunito thi'M' di'jiiirtniOntH 
from tho wludo hvhtrm of Ihc exerntive (;oV(Tnntrnt, nnd 
of cour.'o to vr.'-t the ino^t h-ndint; nnd cs'^ititinl of ita attri- 
butes in this honrd. tlu* <-xccntivc |'fivcrnnU'nt was in n 
mnnner convicted of n dereliction of its fnnotions, it was 
■with iufiniti* ditiieulty th.nt tlii.s blow was warded otf in that 
session. 1 here xva.s a threat to renew (he same nltenijit in 
the next. To prevent the effeet of this niantenvn*, the court 
opposed another inann*iivre to it; nnd.in the year 1(50(5, call- 
ed into life this hoard of trade, whieh had slejit since 1(570. 

This, in a few words, i.s the historv of the regcner.at ion of 
tho hoard of trade. It lias jierfeetlv answered its jnirjio.'-cs. 
It "was intended to (jniet the minds of the jioople, and to 
compose the ferment that was then stronply worlcin^^ in 
parliament. The courtiers were too hajipy to he able to siih- 
Btitnte a hoard, which they luiew would he useless, in tho 
place of one that they feared would he dangerous. TIuis 
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tbe lx»ard of trade TaB reprodaced in o job j and pertapa rt 
i* the only matanco of a poblio body, i^ch haa nerer de- 
generated} bnt to tha boor preserrai all tbe bwiltb and 
vigour of iti prnmtire mftitatian. 

Xha board of trade and plantatiom bai not been of toy 
me to tbe coloniea, ai colonwa, eo bttle of mo, that the 
flo une hing Bettlementi of h»eir Eng land, of Vtrgiiua, and of 
Maryland, and oD <mr wealthy colonies m tho AVeet Indtei, 
wore of a date pnor to tbe drat board of Charles tbe Becond- 
IftniiiylTanm and Carolina wore settled doniig its dark 
quarter, in tbe interral between tKo extiuction of the first 
and tbe formation of the second board. Two colonies alone 
owe their ongm to that board. Georgia, which, till lately, 
hai made a very slow progreasj and nevor did make any pro- 
grcaa at aD, until it wholly got nd of all the rtgulations wmeb 
the board of trade bad momdedmtoitaonguiileonftitxition- 
That colony has cost the nation very n<at rmns cf nvoney j 
wbereas the colomct which hare bad tm fortune of iwt being 
godfirthered bytbe board of trade nertr coat the nation a ihill- 
mg, except wfiat has been so properly spent m loamg tbem. 
Bnt tbe colony of Georgia, weak u it was, earned with it to 
tbe last hour, and eomes eren m its present dead, naflid 
TiMge, tho p^ect rceetnbloDce of its mrenta. It always 
had, and rt now has, an eCai ftrlacjif paid by the public of En^ 
land, for the sake of tbe mfloence of tho crown ; that colony 
baring nerer been able or willnig to take upon itself the et- 
pcnio of its p ro p er poTc r nment, or its own appropnatrd wbt. 

Tbe p To na ce of Xsora Beotia was the yoannost and the 
faTourim child of the board. Good Goal what sums tho 
nursing of that ill-tbnven, hard-nsaged, and ill-IsToured 
brat bm cost to this wittol nation 1 8tr, tbu colony has 
stood us in a sum of not lees than seron bundred tboueand 
pounds. To this day it has made no repayment— It docs not 
eren support those offices of cipense, which arc miscsllcd its 
guv e nu pent , the whole of that jobs tflllics upon thopatient, 
callous shoulders of tbe people of Engisnd. 

Sir, I sm going to state a fact to you, that will serre to 
set m in!iisutaftarie\\aTOi'niuo t£ -foiTOhItW.STii tffirai 
nipcrmtcndmco. There was, m tbe pronneo oi J* ora Scotia, 
ono bttle neglected comer, thecountry of the scwtrol JVcjicl / 
which bating tto good fortuno to escape tbe fostering 
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care of botli France and England, and to have been shut 
out from the protection and regulation of councils of com- 
merce and of boards of trade, did in silence, ivitbout notice, 
and "witliout assistance, increase to a considerable degree. 
But it seems our nation bad more skill and ability in 
destroying than in settling a colony. In the last -war we did, 
.in my opinion, moat inliumanly, and upon pretences that in 
the eye of an honest man are not worth a farthing, root 
out this poor innocent, deserving .people, whom our utter 
inability to govern, or to reconcile, gave us no sort of right 
to extirpate. Whatever the merits of that extirpation might 
have been, it was on the footsteps of a neglected people, it 
was on the fund of unconstrained poverty, it was on the 
acquisitions of unregulated industry, that anything which 
deserves the name of a colony in that province has been 
formed. It has been formed by overflowmgs from the exu- 
berant population of New England, and by emigration from 
other parts of Nova Scotia of fugitives from the protection 
of the board of trade. 

But if all of these things were not 'more than sufficient to 
prove to you the inutility of that expensive establishment,' I 
would desire you to recollect. Sir, that those, who may be very 
ready to defend it, are very cautious how they employ it ; 
cautious how they employ it even in appearance and pre- 
tence. They are afraid they should lose the benefit of its 
influence in parliament, if they seemed to keep it up for any 
other purpose. If ever there were commercial points of 
great wei^t, and most closely connected with our depend- 
encies, they are those which have been agitated and decided 
in parliament since I came into it. Which of the innumer- 
able regulations since made had their origin or their improve- 
ment in the board of trade ? Did any of the several East 
India bfils, which have been successively produced since 1767, 
originate there ? Did any one dream of referring them, or 
any part of them, thither ? Was anybody so ridiculous as 
even to think of it ? If ever there was an occasion on which 
the board was fit to he consulted, it was with regard to the 
acts that were preludes to the American war, or attendant 
on its commencement : those acts were full of commercial 
regulations, such as they were — ^the intercourse bill; the 
proliibitory bill ; the fishery bfil. If the board was not con- 

VOL. II. 1 



114 


ITEECH 03 TUB EC030MICUX BEFOHiT 


«rned m lucli thnigs, m irlutt parhcnlar Trai it ttongtt fit 
tiiat it tloald be concersed t In the cotmo of bH these bills 
through the Hons©, I obserrod the members of that board to 
be romaricflblf eanbcma of intermeddbng They nnderitood 
decomm bettw, they knoir that matters of tra^ andplaiit- 
s±um© ere no bnamess of them. 

There Trero tsro Terr recent occanons, if the Idea of 

my ns© for the board hod not been ©xttngmflhed by presenj^ 
taon, appeared londfy to all for thcir mterferenc©, 

li^en comcnioners wore ©ent to pay hu iltgcs^i and 
our dntifol rapects to the eongraa of the TTmted States, a 
port of their pewers tmdet the commlision were, it seems, of 
a commerciar nature Ibey •wtio autbomed, m th© most 
ample end undefined manner, to form a commercial treaty 
•with America on the epot. This was no tnnal object. At 
the formation of such a treaty would nectaenrilv Imre been 
no kti than the breaking up of onr whole commercial sys- 
tem, and tho girmg it on enaToir new form , ono ■woold fm- 
ogme, that the board of trade would hare sat day and night 
to Bu^l propositions, which, 4za onr sde, might smn as a 
basia to that (reaty No roch thing Thor learned leisure 
TTM not in tho least intertnpted, though one of tbo members 
of tho board was o commiesioner, and might, in mew compH 
ment to his oIBce, hum been supposed to make a show of 
deliberation on tho subject But bo knew that hu colleagues 
•would haro thought no laughed in tbcir fsccs, had he at 
tempted to bring anything tho most distantly relating to 
commerce or colonies beforo them A noble person, engaged 
in the i*ajne rornmUsicm, and sent to loam bis eommcmal 
rudiments in Now Tork, (then under tbo operation of tm act 
for the uni rer sa l prohibition of trade,) was soon after put at 
the bead of that board. This contempt from tho present 
ministers of all tbo pretended functloni of that bowd, tml 
their manner of breathing mto its tctt soul, of mspinng it 
with Its snuimting and prcnding principle puts an end to all 
dispute concerning tbnr opinion of the' clay it was made oC 
But I win giro tl»m heap^ tnoamre 

It was bat the other oav, that tbo noble lord in the bloc 
riband corned up to tho llouec of IVera two act^ nltonog I 
think much for tw better, but altmng m a great deptre, our 
whole commercial system. Tboeo acts, I mean, for giring a 
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free trade to Ireland in. woollens, and in all things else, ndtli 
independent nations, and giving them an equal trade to our 
O'wn colonies. Here too the novelty of tliis great, but ar- 
duous and critical, improvement of system, -would make you 
conceive that the anxious solicitude of the noble lord in the 
blue riband -would have -u^hoUy destroyed the plan of summer 
recreation of that board, by references to exomiue, compare, 
and digest matters for parliament. — You would imagine, that 
Irish commissioners of customs, and English commissioners 
of customs, and commissioners of excise, that merchants and 
manufacturers of every denomination, had daily cro-wdcd their 
outer rooms. Mil honm. The perpetual virtual adjourn- 
ment, and the unbroken sitting vacation of that board, was 
no more disturbed by the Irish than by the plantation com- 
merce, or any other commerce. The same matter made a 
large part of the business -which occupied the House for two 
seaaiona before-, and as our ministers -were not then, mellow- 
ed by the nuld, emollient, and engaging blandishments of our 
dear sister, into all the tenderness of unqualified surrender, 
the bounds and limits of a restrained benefit naturally re- 
quired much detailed management and positive regulation. 
But neither the qualified propositions which were received, 
nor those other qualified propositions which were rejected 
by ministers, were the least concern of theirs, nor were they 
ever thought of in the business. 

It is therefore, Sir, on the opinion of parliament, on the 
opinion of the ministers, and even on their o-wn opinion of 
their inutihty, that I shall propose to you to suppress the 
hoard of trade and plantations ; and to recommit all its busi- 
• ness to the council from whence it. was very impro-vidently 
taken ; and which business (whatever it might be) was much 
better done, and -without any expense ; and indeed where in 
effect it may all come at last. Almost aU that deserves the 
name of business there, is the reference of the plantation acts 
to the opinion of gentlemen of the la-w. But aH this may 
be done, as the Irish business of the same nature has always 
been done, by the council, and -with a reference to the at- 
-tomey and solicitor-general. 

There are some regulations in the household, relative to 
officers of the yeomen of the guards, and the officers and band 
of gentlemen pensioners, which I shall likewise submit to 

1 2 
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your ccmndaratioa, for tt® pnrpo« of regulttmg ejiabliili- 
montt, irluch at present are maeh abated. 

I hare now flmshed all tlmt for the present I thall trouble 
you "mth on the fJot cf nduetum. I mean next to propoto 
to you the pic* tf emutpenejii, br irhicli I mean to nppro- 
pmte and tbe aril list money to its sereral lemees ae> 
cordmg to their nature \ for I am thoroughly seniible, that 
if a diacreticm, wboDy arbitrary, am be eienaied orer tbe 
ctril lilt rerenue, ailhou^ the most efectnal method may 
be taken to prerent the mfcnordepartmenti from eciceodiDg 
therr bounds, the plan of reformation irill itill bo left Twy 
imperfect. It will not, in my opimon, be lafo to nerant an 
entirely arbitrary duiaelion eeea m the firat lord of the trea- 
fury humelf it wQl not be safe to leare aith bun a powcrof 
dirertm^ the public money from iti proper object*, of par- 
ing it m an irrcgalar eouree, or of mTertioit porhapi tne 
order of timo, dictated by the proportion of 'WQO, which 
ought to TCgulato hu application of payment to aerriec. 

1 am lensible too, that the rery operatxm of a plan of 
eeoQoar, wfaicfa tends to exopento tbe aril bat of eipcsmre 
entablanaenta, may m somo sort defeat the capital end we 
hare m new , tbo mdependence of parliameDt ^ and that m 
retDonng tbe publio and oatemible ncena of induonco, wo 
may mereaao too fond of pnrate corruption. I hare thou^t 
of aomo method* to prerent an abuse of lurplua eaih inwer 
diacTctionajy appbcation j I mean tbe head* of trerf/ »emef, 
tpeaaJ tervue, tvrxaar pajmenlt, and the like , which 1 hope 
wdl aniwer, and which in due time I ihall lay before you, 
IVliere 1 am unable to limit tho quantity of the lumt to bo 
applied, by rcaaon of tho UDCcrtain quantity of the temee, I 
enaearour to eonilno it to Iti Uns / to lecure an indefinite »p- 
plicatkm to tbo definite aerrico to which it belong* j not to 
stop the progre a* of expense in it* line, but to confipe It to 
that Ime in whldi ft profewe* to more 

Bat that part of my plan, Sm, upon which I pncopeJly 
rett, that on which I rely for tbe purpoee of binding op and 
teeunng tbo whole, i* to eatmhlnb a fixed and ioranahlo 
order tn alJ iti papoentM, which it shall not ho porawtted to 
the flr»t lord of tho treasury, upon any pretence wbaL-'oerer, 
to depart from- I thereforo dtnde tho aril lot payment into 
nSfiff clanea, putting each clasa forward according to tbe is* 
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portance or justice of tlie demand, and to tiie inability of the 
persons entitled to enforce their pretensions ; that is, to put 
those first who have the most efficient offices, or claim the 
justest debts ; and, at the same time, from the character of 
that description of men, from the retiredness or the remote- 
ness of their situation, or from their want of weight and 
power to enforce their pretensions, or from their being en- 
tirely subject to the power of a minister, wdthout any reci- 
procal power of awing, ought to be the most considered, and 
are the most likely to be neglected ; all these I place in the 
highest classes : I place in the lowest those whose functions 
are of the least importance, but whose persons or rank are 
often of the greatest power and influence. 

In the first class, I place judges, as of the first import- 
ance. It is the public justice that holds the communiiy to- 
gether ; the ease, therefore, and independence of the judges 
ought to supersede all other considerations, and they ought 
to be the very last to feel the necessities of the state, or to 
be obliged either to court or bully a minister for their right ; 
they ought to be as weah solicitors on their oicn demands, as 
strenuous assertors of the rights and liberties of others. The 
judges are, or ought to be, of preserved and retired character, 
and wholly unconnected with the pobtical world. 

In the second class, I place the foreign ministers. The 
judges are the links of our connexions with one another ; 
the foreign ministers are the links of our connexion Avith 
other nations. They are not upon the spot to demand pay- 
ment, and are therefore the most likely to be, as in fact they 
have sometimes been, entirely neglected, to the great dis- 
grace, and perhaps the great detriment, of the nation. 

In the third class, I would bring all the tradesmen who 
supply the crown by contract, or otherwise. 

In the fourth class, I place all the domestic servants of 
the king, and all persons in efficient offices, whose salaries do 
not exceed Wo hundred pounds a year. 

In the filth, upon account of honour, which ought to mve 
place to nothing but charity and rigid justice, I would place 
the pensions and allowances of his Majesty’s royal family, 
comprehending of course the queen, together with the stated 
allowance of the privy purse. 

In the sixth class, i place those efficient offices of duty, 
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Tphnae BaUnefl may exceed the turn of tiro hmidred pcnuidi 
iiyear 

In the *eTeiith cla*a, that mixed mats, tho vbole peman 

hrt. 

In the eighth, the office* of honour abcnit the Ving 

In the nmtb, and tho lait of all, the aalane* and penticra 
of the ftrrt lord of the treoainy bimadf^ the chancellor of the 
eicheqnef, and the other comnuadonen of the trcaaoiy 

If hy any potable miamonagomcait of that port of tho 
rgrenoe which u loft at diaantion, or by any other mode of 
prodigality, cwsh ahonld be deficient for the payment of the 
lowat clanet, I pro p ooe that the amocmt of those 
where the deficignoy may happen to fait, a hall not be cameu 
ai debt to the account of the tnceeedmg year, but that it 
ahfiTt bo entire^ lapaed, amk, and (oet } so that gore m ment 
will he enabled to itart in tho rnce of ere^ nowixar whcdly 
unloaded, fresh m wind and In ngour Ilmafter, no onl 
Iflrt debt can erer come i^xm the pahltc. And tho*? who 
do not connder tbn n taring, beemrao it la not a certain ran, 
do not ground tboic ealeulatiopa of the future on thmr ex* 
penenee of the past. 

I know of no mode of pt e arn ing tho effectual ciocntion of 
1^ do^, hut to make it the direct interest of tho cxecutiro 
officer that it ahaH be faithfully reformed. Assuming, then, 
that tho present vast aHowanco to the anl hit is perfectly 
adequate to aH lU puipotci, if there sbould bo any lailaro, ft 
mart bo from tho mismanagement or nccloct of tho flnt 
eommiaaioiicT of thotrooury, emeo, upon the proposed plan, 
there can bo no eipcnao of any conscgoencc, i^ch ho is not 
hitniolf prcnottsly to authorue, and mmlly to controL It f* 
therefore j Oft, as well as politic, that the loes should attach 
upon tho delinquency 

If the Ciiluro from tho delinquency should bo Tcry con- 
tidmiblc, it win fall on tho data dircctlr above the first lord 
of tho treasory, as well os upon himseu and his board It 
will fail, os It ought to fall, upon offices of no primary im* 
portanco in the state , hut then it will Cdl upon personi, 
whom it win bo a matter of no slight importance for a min* 
ister to proToko— it will &U upon persons of tho first rank 
no d consequeneo m tho kingdom i upon tboeo who aro near- 
est to tho king, and frequently have a more iutenor credit 
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witli liim than the ininister himself. It -will fall upon masters 
of the horse, npon lord chamberlains, upon lord stewards, 
upon grooms of the stole, and lords of the bedchamber. The 
household troops form an army, who will be ready to mutiny 
for want of pay, and whose mutiny will be o'eally dreadful to 
a commander-in-chief. A rebellion of the thirteen lords of 
the bedchamber would be far more terrible to a minister, and 
would probably affect his power more to the quick, than a 
revolt of thirteen colonies. "What an uproar such an event 
would create at court ! What petitions, and committees, and 
associations, would it not produce 1 Bless me ! what a clat- 
tering of white sticks and yellow sticks would be about his 
head — what a storm of gold keys would fly about the ears of 
the minister — what a shower of Goorges, and Thistles, and 
medals, and collars of S. S. would assail him at his first 
entrance into the antechamber, after an insolvent Christmas 
quarter ! A tumult which could not be appeased bjr aU the 
harmony of the new-year’s ode. EebeUion it is certain there 
would be ; and rebellion may not now indeed be so critical 
an event to those who engage in it, since its price is so cor- 
rectly ascertained at just a thousand pounds. 

Sir, this classing, in my opinion, is a serious and solid 
security for the performance of a minister’s duty. Lord 
Coke says, that the staff was put into the treasurer’s hand 
to enable him to support himself when there was no money 
in the exchequer, and to beat away importunate soHcitors. 
The method, which I propose, would hinder him from the 
necessiiy of such a broken staff to lean on, or such a 
miserable weapon for repulsing the demands of worthless 
suitors, who, the noble lord in the blue riband knows, will 
hem? many hard blows on the head, and many other indig- 
nities, before they are driven from the treasury. In this 
plan, he is furnished with an answer to all their importunity; 
an answer far more conclusive, than if he had knocked them 
down with his staff — “ Sir, (or my Lord,) you are calling for 
my own salary — Sir, you are calling for the appointments of 
my colleagues who sit about me in ofB.ce — Sir, you are going 
to excite a mutiny at court against me — ^you are going to 
estrange his hlajesty’s confidence from me, through the 
chamberlain, or the master of the horse, or the groom of the 
stole.” 
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for his IMnjcsf y’s cliildrcn from being diverted to the political 
purposes of his minister. 

These are the ])oints on which I rely for the merit of the 
plan : I pursue economy ii\ a secondary view, and only ns it 
is connected with these gro.at objects. I am ])crsuaded, tlint 
even for supply this scheme will be far from unfruitful, if it 
be executed to the extent 1 propose it. I think it will give 
to the public, at its periods, two or three hundred thousand 
pounds a year; if nol.it will give them a system of economy, 
which is itself a great revenue. It gives mo no little jirido 
and satisfaction, to tind tiuit the prinei])les of my proceedings 
are, in many resjjccrs. the verv same with those which arc 
now pursued in the plans of tlic French minister of finance. 
I am sure, that 1 lay before you a scheme easy and practic- 
able in all its parts. I know it is common at once to applaud 
and to reject all attempts of this n.aturc. I know it is com- 
mon for men to say. that svieb and such things are perfectly 
right — very desirable; but that, unfortunately, they arc not 
practicable. Oh ! no. Sir, no. Tho.se things which arc not 
practicable, arc not desir.ible. There is nothing in the world 
really beneficial, that does not lie within the reach of an in- 
formed understanding and a well-directed pursuit. There 
is nothing that God has judged good for us, that he has not 
given us the means to accomplish, both in the natural and 
the moral world. If wc cry, like children, for the moon, like 
children, we must cry on. 

"We must follow the nature of our aflair.s, and conform 
ourselves to our situation. If wc do, our objects arc pl.ain 
and compassable. AYhy should we resolve to do notliing, 
because what 1 propose to you may not be the exact demand 
of the petition ; when we are far from resolved to comply 
even with what evidently is so ? Docs this sort of chicanery 
become us? The people are the masters. They have only to 
express their wants at large and in gross. "nVc are tho ex- 
^ pert artists ; we are the skilful workmen, to shape their de- 
sires into perfect form, and to fit the utensil to tho use. 
They are the sufferers, they tell the 83 Tnptoms of the com- 
plaint ; but we know the exact scat of the disease, and how 
to apply the remedy according to the rules of art. 
shocking would it be to see us pervert our skill into a sinis- 
ter and servile dexterity, for the purpose of evading our 
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duty, »nd dflfrtniding our employeri, irho are onr BAtiml 
lonii, of the object their iiut eipectationi. I tbmk the 
whole not only practicable, tfnt practicable m a Tory abort 
time. If we are m eamcat about it, and if we exert thrt 
induit^, and those talenta, m farwarfm^ the wodt, iriuch, 
I am aniud, mar be exerted m impeding it — I engage, that 
tlH9 wholo may oe pot m complete execution witSn a twj 
Pot my own part, I hare rerr little to recommend me 
for this or for any taak, but a land of eameat and anxlouB 
perterenmce of mmd, which, with all ita good and all rta 
enl effect!, u mouldM mto mr conititntum, I faithfully 
engage to the House, if they raooae to appoint me to any 
in the execution of tbta work, whwh (when they hare 
made it theira by the impraremente of thmr wiadom) wifl 
be TTorthr of the able aasiatance they may gire me, tlmt by 
night and by day, m town or in country, at the desk or in 
the foreat, I wiU, without re gar d to iv i T^T i Triwwi, cate, or plcft- 
eure, deroto myaelf to thetr aarnoo, not oxpechng or admit- 
ting any reward whataoerer I owe to thia country my 
labour, which la my all and I owe to it ten tune* moro in- 
doftty, if ton timea more I could exert. After all, I ahaQ be 
an unmdtsbie acrrant 

At the same time, if I am able, and if I ahall bo permitted, 
1 win lend an humble, helping hand to any other good work 
which If gozzm oil I hare not, Sir, the fiuntio preaniapfion 
to auppote, that this plan contains m it the whole of what 
the public has a nght to expect, in the greet work of reform- 
ation they call for Indeed it falls infinitely abort of it It 
falla abort eren of my own ideas. 1 hare aomo thoughts, not 
yet fully ripened, relatiro to a reform xa the cuttoniB and 
oxaao, ai well as m some other branches of financial ad- 
ministration. There are other thinga too, which form essen- 
tial parts m a great plan for tbo porposo of rcatonng tbe in- 
dependence of parliament Tbo eontraetori bill of la»t year 
it u fit to rente j and I rtjoice that it Is in better hands 
than mine Tbo bill for auapending tho totea of cuftooi- 
house oEcora, brought into parliament soreral years ago, by 
one of our wWhicst and wisest members,* (would to God 
we could along with the plan ronro tbe person who dcslgDed 


» tv DordowtH, E*!., chxsccQor of the eitieqwt, 1755. 
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it). But a man of veiy real intemty, honour, and al): 
•will be found to take bis place, and to carry bis, idea int( 
execution. Ton all see bo’w necessary it is to review our 
tary expenses for some years past, and, if possible, to bin 
and close that bleeding artery of -profusion : but that bus: 
also, I bave reason to bope, ■will be undertaken by abi 
that are fuUy adequate to it. Sometbing must be de 
(if possible) to- check tbe ruinous expense of elections. 

Sir, aU or most of these things must be done. Everj 
must take bis part. 

If we should be able by dexterity, or power, or intr 
to disappoint tbe expectations of our constituents, wbai 
it avail us ? We shall never be strong or artful enou| 
parry, or to put by, tbe irresistible demands of our situs 
xbat situation calls upon us, and upon our constituents 
with a voice which tom be beard. 1 am sure no man is : 
zealously attached than I am to the pri-vdeges of this H 
particularly in regard to the exclusive management of m( 
The lords have no right to the disposition, in any sens 
the puhbc purse ; but they bave gone further in self-dei 
than, our utmost jealousy could have required. A pow 
examining accoimts, to censure, correct, and punish, we n 
that I know of, bave thought of denying to the Hon 
Lords. It is something more than a century since we ■' 
that body useless : they have now voted themselves so. 
■whole hope of reforma-fion is at length cast upon m : an 
ns not deceive the nation, which does ns the honour to 
everything from our virtue. If all the nation are not eq 
forward to press this duty upon us, yet he assured, that 
afr equally expect we should perform it. The respe 
silence of those who wait upon your pleasure ought to 
powerful with you, as the call of those who require 
service as their right. Some, Avithout doors, affect to 
hurt for your dignity, because they suppose that me: 
are held out to you. Justify their good opinion, by sho 
that no menaces are necessary to stimulate you to your ' 
— Buf, Sir, whilst we may sympathize -with them, ii 
point, who sympathize ■with us in. another, "we ougl 
attend no less to those who approach us like men, and 


' Rejection of Lord Shelburne’s motion in the House of Lords 
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in the gui*e of petitioner*, epeelc to n» in the tone of a con* 
ceoled anthonty It i* not wim to force them to Bpeak out 
more pkmlv, irhat they plainly mean. — But the pctThonen 
rre Twlent, Be it *o ^oee, who are leatt annon* ahont 
your conduct, are not those that lore yon moat Modcrote 
affection, end eatuted enjoyment, are cold and retpoctfol; 
hnt an ardent and mjared pawKm « tempered up with wrath, 
and god^ and shame, and conamoos worth, and the madden* 
mg eeneo of Tiolated right. A jeolon* lore light* ha torch 
from the firebrandi of the fonca. — ^Hey who call upon yon 
to bdong tcloUy to the people, are thoee who wah yon to re- 
tnni to your jiroper hotM , to the aphere of your du^, to the 
poet of your honour, to the manaion home of all cenoiDe, 
Borene, and aolid aatufartion. We hare farmibed to the 
people of England (indeed we bare) tome real canae of 
jealotuT Ijet ua leare that aort of company which, if it doea 
not deatroy our mnocenee, pollute* oor bononr, let ta free 
onraelTea at <mco tium crerytKmg that can increnao their 
mpicioTu, and inOame their juat reaentment \ let ns cast 
awar from ua, with a ceneron* acorn, all tho loro-tokena and 
aymWa that we bare oeen ram and light enough to accept , 
the hriecleta, and tnoff boxe*, and mmiatuTO pictoret, 
and hair denee*, and all tho other adulterou* tnnieU that 
are tho pledges of onr abenabona, and the monument* of our 
shame. Let n* return to oor l^bmato home, and all jar* 
and all quarrel* will bo loet m enmacc*. Let the commons 
In parhament atsembled be one and the same thing with the 
common* at large Tho diabnctioo* that arc made to ao aenar- 
ato ua am unnatural and wicked contnnmcc*. I/ct na iden* 
tify, let u* incorporate, ourtclrc* with the people lict in 
cut all tho cablet and snap the chain* which be ua to an im* 
faithful ahore, and enter the fnendlT harbour, that abooti Ikr 
out into the miiin it* mede* and jcttcc* to rccetre ui — “ War 
with the world, and pcoeo with our conitituent* ’’ Bo tht* 
our motto, and our prmetple. Then, indeed, we ahall bo 
truly great. Reapeetmg outscItc*, we ahall bo respected by 
the world. At pretent all »* troubled, and cloudy, afid dia* 
tracted, and full of anger and turbulence, both abroad and at 
home ; but the oir may be cleared by thi* ftorm. and light 
and fcrtflity may follow it Let ua pre a Cuthful pledge to 
tho people, that wo bononr, mdccdi tho crown | but that we 
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belong to tlicin ; Hint avc arc their niixiliarics and not their 
task-masters ; tlie fellow-lahonrcrs in the same vineyard, not 
lording over their rights, hnt helpers of their joy: that to 
tax them is a grievance to onrselves; hut to cut off from 
our enjojTuents to forward theii*s, is the highest gratification 
we are capable of receiving. I feel with comfort, that we 
are all warmed with these sentiments, and while wo are thus 
warm, I wish wo nia}' go directly and with a cheerful heart 
to this salutary work. 

Sir, I move for leave to bring in a bill, “ Por the better 
regulation of his MajcstA’’8 civil establishments, and of 
certain public offices; for the limitation of pensions, 
and the suppression of Bundrj' useless, expensive, and 
inconvenient places ; and for applying the monies saved 
thereby to the public serncc.” ‘ 

Lord ISTorth stated, that there was a difference between 
this bill for regulating the establishments, and some of the 
others, as they affected the ancient patrimony of the croNvn ; 
and therefore wished them to be postponed, till the kuig’s 
consent could be obtained. This distinction was strongly 
controverted; but when it was insisted on as a ])oint of 
decorum only, it was agreed to postjionc them to another day. 
Accorduigly, on the ilonday follon'ing, "viz. February 14, 
leave xvas given, on the motion of j\Ir. Burke, without oppo- 
sition, to bring in, 

Ist, “ A bill for the sale of the forests and other crown 
lands, rents, and hereditaments, xvith certain exceptions ; and 
for applying the produce th'crcof to the public service ; and for 
securing, ascertaining, and satisfying, tenaiit-rights, and com- 
mon and other rights.” 

2nd, “ A bill for the more perfectly unituig to the crown 
the principality of Wales, and the countj"^ ])alatine of Chester, 
mid for the more commodious administration of justice with- 
in the same ; as also for abobshing certain offices now apper- 
taining thereto ; for quieting dormant claims, ascertaining 
and securing tenant-rights ; and for the sale of all forest 
lands, and other lands, tenements, and hereditaments, held 
by his Majesty in right of the said principality, or coimtj’’ 

^ The motion was seconded hy Mr. Fox. 
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polfitme of Oherter, and /or appfybtg tiu prodttte thenc/ Ic 
tin pvilte »frrice.” 

Srd, “ AHn foTtnutum to the crotm thednchjimdetHm^ 
piUfme of TiancaiBteT ; lor the roppreenou of vxme cwu rj 
offices now belaogmg thereto , for the ateerfatnauiU and w* 
atri^ </ tenant and^ernghU i (md for the sale of all renti, 
teoiementi, and hereditamentaj and farctrti, within tho 
wni^ duchy and eaunty palatine, or either of them i and for 
appjjong ike produce theret/ to A* publtc service ""—And it 
was ordered Aat Mr Borke, Mr Fox, Ijord John Cevendiih, 
Sir George Barile, Oolond Barrt, llr Thoma* Townihend, 
Mr Byng, hlr Dnnning Sir Joeeph Mawher, Mr Becorder 
of IiOndon, Sir Bobert Uia ytop, Mr Fredenii hlontamL the 
Eari of Upper Oeeory, Bor WUham Gniae, and Mr Gilbert, 
do prtjKire and bring in Me aoaie. 

At the MiUB tune, Mr Borke moved for Imto to bring m 
—4th, “ A bin for vnutmg the duchy of Comirall to tlw 
crown , foi* the aupptwiion of certain tumcecawiry o6Sc(» 
DOW beloBfftng thereto , for the aj«Woi*aie»»t and seewnty of 
ienontana ctier righit; and for the tale of cortain rentf, 
hnidB, and toncmenta, within or helonpim to tho aaid duchy, 
and for appl/ing the produce thereof to the pvbUc servtct " 

But Bome objeetioni being made hr the mrvryor w neml 
of the dudiy, concerning the nAt* of the prince of Wnle*, 
now m hu nunonty, and Lord Borth remaining perfectly 
nlent, Mr Burke, at length, tboogh be rtrongly contended 

r iit the pnnaplo of too ohjeetum, conientM to withdraw 
hut mo^n for thejime*l,to be renewed upon an cariy 
occasion. 
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TITE LATE ELECTION IN TIIAT CITY, 

DPON CEKTAIN I’OISTS nr,I,ATIVr. TO llIS rAULIAlIENTAnY 
CONDUCT. 

1780. 

Me. Matoe, a>T) G-e>*tlemxk, 

I am extremely pleased at the appearance of this large 
and respeclahle meeting. The steps I may he obliged to 
take ivill want the sanction of a considerable authority ; and 
in explaining anjiihing which may appear doubtful in my 
public conduct, I must naturally desire a very full audience. 

I have been backward to begin my canvass. — The dissolu- 
tion of the parliament was uncertain ; and it did not become 
me, by an unseasonable importunity, to appear diffident of 
the ffict of my six years’ endeavomrs to please you. I had 
served the city of Bristol honourably ; and the city of Bristol 
had no reason to think, that the means of honourable service 
to the public were become indblerent to me. 

I found on my arrival here, that three gentlemen had been 
long^ in eager pursuit of an object which but two of us can 
obtain. I found that they bad all met with encouragement. 
A contested election, in such a city as this, is no light thing. 
I paused on the brink of the precipice. These three gentle- 
men, by various merits, and on various titles, I made no 
doubt were worthy of your favour. I shall never attempt to 
raise myself by depreciating the merits of my compotitors. 
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In tb® eompleizty and confueion of theae croai j p unmta, I 
TTiebed to take tl» anthenbo public •enae of my meBda upoa 
s IrufimcM of to much debcaw I wuhed to take your ops 
DKai aloM irith me , that if I abould gire up the contc*t at 
the Tory hemming, my aarreiider of my po*t may not M«n 
the eff^ of moonStancy, or tumdity, or anger, or du^uat or 
mdoienc^ or any other temper untecommg a mun >rto faaa 
engaged m tie pnbbc aemco. H on tbo eontnny, I thoold 
uimertake tbo election, and CiQ of auceesa, 1 vtu full aa 
aimoa*, that it ahould bo manifeat to the vholo irarfd, that 
the peace of the atr hod not been broken by my raahnea*, 
prcfumpboa, or fond coneort of my onx mont 

I am not come, by a &Iao and cotmterfort fhow of defer* 
one© to yoor judgment, to aoduco it m my farour I wk it 
Bcrioualy and nntmoctediy If you anah that I ahould retire, 
I ihaD not cotwider that adnee aa a cenaure upon my con- 
duct, or an aitenition m your aentimcnta , but aa a ratjonal 
rabnuccon to the euromstanoct of odair*. IC on the con- 
trary, yon ahould think it proper for me to pi o c e e d on my 
canraai, it yon ktU ruk the trouble on your part, I iriD rule 
it on mine htr prctcimoitf arc rocn aa yon oumot bo 
aahamed oC, whether th^ etwcecd or fiul 

If you call upon me, I ahall aoUcit the iavotir of the caty 
noon manly ground. I come before you mth the plain con- 
flacncc of an bonert aerrant in the equity of a candid and 
^ diacomiDg maatcr I oooie to claim your approbation, not 
r to amnao you with Tain apologwa, or with profcaauma itfli 
moro tain and ecnaelew. I baro bred too long to bo aenrd 
by apologie*, or to atand in need of them Tbo jrart I bare 
actou baa been in open day and to hold out to a conduct, 
which atanda In that clear and atendy light for all ita good 
and all ita erO, to bold out to that conduct the paltry wink- 
ing taport of eicuaca and promiaea — I nerer will do it — They 
may oowuio it with their amoko , but they ncrer can fUo- 
mine aunsbme by auch a ftame aa theira. 

I am aonaiblo that no cndeaToura hare been kit untried 
to minro me inyouropmjon. But the nw of ebaraeter w 
bo a abield againat calumny I could wi<h, undoubtedly, (If 
idle wifbea were not tbo moat idlo of all tblngr,) to make 
erory part of my conduct agreeable to crery part of my co^ 
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dtuents. Bui in so grcni a city, and so greatly divided ns 
iiis, ii is -wcalc to expect it. 

In sucli a discordancy of sentiments, it is better to look 
0 the nature of things than to the Innnours of men. Tho 
cry attempt towards pleasing everybody discovers a temper 
Iways ilasby, and often false and insincere. Tljerefore, ns I 
ave proceeded straight onward in my conduct, so I will 
iroceed in my account of those parts of it which have been 
Host excepted to. But I must lir.^t beg leave just to hint 
0 you, that we may suller very great detriment by being 
ipen to ever}' talker. It is not to he imagined, how much 
)f service is lost from spirits full of activity, and full of 
■nergy, avIio are pressing, who arc rushing forward, to great 
ind capital objects, when you oblige them to he continually 
ooldng hack. "Whilst they are defending one gervicc, they 
lefraud you of an hundred. Applaud his when avo run ; con- 
sole Aia when we fall', cheer ns when we recover *, hut let ua 
Hass on — for God’s sake let us pass on. 

Do you think, gentlemen, that every public act in the six 
years since I stood in this place before you — that all the 
arduous things which have been done in this cvcntiul period, 
wliich has crowded into a few years’ space the revolutions of 
an age, can he opened to you on their fair groimds in half an 
hour’s conversadon ? 

But it is no reason, because there is a had mode of inquiry', 
that there should he no examination at all. ]\Iost certainly 
it is our duty to examine ; it is our interest too — ^But it must 
he with discretion; Avith an attention to all the circumstances, 
and to all the motives : like sound judges, and not like caAul- 
ling pettyfoggers and quibbling pleaders, prying into haws 
and hunting for exceptions. — Look, gentlemen, to the whole 
tenor of your member’s conduct. Try Avhether his ambition 
or his avarice haA'e just led him out of tho straight line of 
duty ; or whether that grand foe of tho offices of active life, 
that master-vice in men of business, a degenerate and in- 
glorious sloth, has made him flag and languish in his course ? 
This is the object of our inquiry. If our member’s conduct 
can bear .this touch, mark it 'for sterling. He may 'have 
fallen into errors; he must have faults; but our eiTor is 
greater, and our fault is radically ruinous to oHirselves, if Ave 
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do not bear, we do not oren appland, tho whole oompoond 
and mixed masi of such a charactar Not to art thui » 
fbllj’ , I had almost laid it la uDpietj" Ho cenfurc* God, 
•who quarr^ with the impcrfectiona of mnn 

Geirtlcmen, we must not be peeviili with tho*e who lerre 
the people. For none will •erre n* whilrt there n a court 
to BCrTC, but thoao who ore of a mco and jealcna honour 
Ther who thmk er err thin g, m companaon of that honour, to 
be Quit and aibei, wul not bear to hare it aoded and impair- 
od bj thotCj for whoaa take they make a tbonaand eaenflcca 
to preaerre it imnmculato and whole. "Wo ihall either dmo 
aucn men fkrm the pnbbo atage, or we ibali send them to 
the court for protection t where, if they murt lacnfico tbor 
reputation, ther wQl at Ictut aeoure tbnr intcreaL Depend 
upon it, that the loren of freedom will ho Nono will 
Yiolate their conaaeoce to please ns, in order afterwards to 
dischaiw that coascwccc, which they hero rrolateJ, by d«iig 
ns fiuthrul and affectionate somce If wo degrado ud de- 
prare tbeir nunds by sernbty, it will b© absurd to expect, 
t^t they who sro creeping and abject towards us, will crer 
bo bold and mwrruptiDlo assertore of our freedom, agamrt 
moat ecdcunog and the moat fonnidahle of all jKrwert. 
No! bomon nstore ii not so formed; nor shaU wo improre 
tho Cxcnlbct or better the morals of pnbbc men, br our poa- 
session of the most inlallible receipt in tho world for making 
cheats and hypoentea 

Let me say with plainness, I who sm no longer in a puhbo 
chsrarter, tmt if by a £ur, by an mdolgcnt, by a gcntlcraanly 
bchaTKMT to our repreacntatires, we do not giro confidenre 
to tbeir mmds, and a liberal scope to theb u^ratondings , 
if we do not per m it onr members to act npon a rery enlar^ 
riew of things ; we shall at length infallibly degrade ocr 
national representation into a confused and scuffling bustle 
of local agency "Wben the popular member is narrowed ia 
Mi ideas, and rendered tunm m hts proceedings, tho ferTve 
of tho crown will bo tho solo nursery of statesmen. Anumg 
the fimlics of tho court, it may at length take that of attend- 
ing to Us bosmesi Then the monopolr of mental power 
will bo added to tho power of all other kinds it possesses. 
On tbo side of the people the» will be nothing but impotencei 
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for ignorance is impotence; narrowness of mind is impotence; 
timidity is itself impotence, and makes all other g^ualities that 
go' along with it, impotent and useless. 

At present it is the plan of the court to make its servants 
insignificant. • If the people should ^ fall into the same 
humour, and should choose their servants on the same prin- 
ciples of mere ohsequiousness, and flexibility, and total va- 
cancy or indifference of opinion in all public matters, then 
no part of the state will be sound ; and it Avill be in vain to 
think of saving it. 

I thought it very expedient at this time to give you this, 
candid coimsel ; and with this cormsel I would willingly close, 
if the matters which at various times have been objected 
to me in this city concerned only myself, and my own elec- 
tion. These charges, I think, are four in number ; — my neg- 
lect of a due attention to my constituents, the not paying 
more frequent visits here ; — my conduct on the affairs of the 
first Irish trade acts ; — ^my opinion and mode 'of proceeding 
on Lord Beauchamp’s debtors bills ; and my votes on the 
late affairs of the Homan Catholics. AH of these (ex- 
cept perhaps the first) relate to matters of very considerable 
■public concern ; and it is not lest you should censure me im- 
properly, but lest you should form improper opinions on 
matters of some moment to you, that I trouble you at all 
upon the subject. My conduct is of small importance. 

With regard to the first charge, my friends have spoken to 
me of it ia the style of amicable expostulation ; not so much 
blanmg the thing, as lamenting the effects. — Others, less 
partial to me, were less kind in assigning the motives. 

I admit, there is a decorum and propriety in a member of 
‘parliament’s paying a respectful court to his constituents. 
If I were conscious to mysejf that pleasure or dissipation, 
or low unworthy occupations, had detained me from personal 
.attendance on you, I would readily admit my fault, and 
quietly submit to the penalty. But, gentlemen, I live at a ' 
hunmed miles distance from Bristol ; and at the end of a 
session I come to my own house, fatigued in body and in mind, 
to a little repose, and to a very little attention to my family 
and my private concerns. A idsit to Bristol is always a sort 
01 canvass ; else it will do more harm than good. To 
pass from the toils of a session to the toils of a canvass, is 
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the foitbert thing m the wotld firon repose I cooldhanDj 
eerre you </ I iare ione^ end cocrt you too Meat of tou 
hero beard, that I do not Tory remMknbly epare inyeelf in 
pMllu bnsu]c*s{ and m tbo pnnrfe buamets of mj eon- 
itituent* I hare done Tery nearly u mnch ai those ^bo 
have nothing eleo to do. My caaTaaa of you iraj not on the 
’Aan^ nor m tbo cowtr meefiogi, nor m the duha of 
tbit aty It 'tniB m the ifonao of Commons , it was at tbe 
cuftoro-bouse , it rms at the council , it wasat the treasnryj 
it was at the admiralty I canvuseod you through your eflkirs, 
and not your peraons. I was not only your rcprcsentatiTe u 
a body , I was the egent, the eobettor of indindoals , I rtn 
about wbrnuTer your ofloira could coll mo ; and m acting for 
Ton, I often nppearwi ratber as a sbjj^broier, than as a roen* 
Dcr of parltameut. There was nothing too laboTvms or too 
low for me to undertake Tbe mcannrts of the hosmess was 
raised by the dignitr of tbo object. If soene lesser matters 
ba-nj tbpped tbrwgh my ftngen, it was becauso I filled my 
bands too fuD j and, m ray eagemcM to smo rm, took in 
more than any hands coula pasp Seroral gvntlemca stand 
round mo wlio ore my wwuig witncescs, aod tbero are 
othcaa who, if they were here, would be still better; becauso 
they would bo anwCLiing witnesses to tbe tamo truth It 
was m tbo middle Of a summer rcvidcuee m London, and m 
tbe middle of o ncgotiatloa at tbo admiralty foe your trade, 
that I was called to Bristol ; and tbis late nsit, at this late 
day, baa been posrbly m prejudice to your alliurs. 

oiflco I hsro touebw upon tbi* milter, let mo say, jwnllc- 
men, that if I bod a dispwsitioo or a right to complain, I 
bare some raose of complaint on my sido, "Vrith a ^tjtion 
of tbe aty m my hand, passed through the corporation with- 
out a dittcnting toicc, a petition in unwou with almoet tbe 
whole Toico of tbe kingdom, (mth wboeo formal thahki I 
was covered orer,) whilo I bboured on no less than fire biHi 
for a public reform, and fought agamst tbe oppoutwn of 
great abilities, and of the greatest power, every daoso and 
every word of the brgest of tboso bills, aUnoit to the very last 

vf 4» Tcff jwtfhro; nJl this tnwn ranims* mlbvjtcd 

was as calcoly corned on aa If I were dcmL I was comldrr' 
cd as a man w^Uy out of tbo qucetiou, \VTinst I watched, 
and fasted, and sweated in tbo llouse of Commons— by tlw 
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most easy and ordinary arts of election, by dinners and visits, 
by “How do you do’sj” and “ My worthy friends,” I was to 
be quietly moved out of my seat— and promises were made, 

* and engagements entered into, without any exception or re- 
serve, as if my laborious zeal in my duty had been a regular 
abdication of my trust. 

To open my whole heart to yon on this subject, I do con- 
fess, however, that there were other times besides the two 
years in which I did visit you, when I was not wholly with- 
out leisure for repeating that mark of my respect. But I 
could not bring my mind to see you. You remember, that 
in the beginning of this American war (that era of calamity, 
disgrace, and downfal, an era which no feeling mind will 
ever mention without a tear for England) you were greatly 
divided ; and a very strong body, if not the strongest, op- 
posed itself to the madness which every art and every power 
were employed to render popular, in order that the errors of 
the rulers might be' lost in the general blindness of the na- 
tion. This opposition continued until after our great, but 
most unfortunate, victory at Long Island. Then all the 
mounds and banks of our constancy were borne down at once ; 
and the phrensy of the American war broke in upon us lilce 
a deluge. This victory, which seemed to put an immediate end 
to all difficulties, perfected us in that spirit of domination, 
which our unparalleled prosperity had but too long nurtured. 
We had been so very powerful, and so very prosperous, that 
even the humblest of us were degraded mto the vices and 
follies of kings. We lost allTneasure between means and 
ends ; and our headlong desires became our politics and our 
morids. All men who wished for peace, or retained any 
sentiments of moderation, were overf)orne or silenced ; and 
this city was led by every artifice (and probably with the 
more management, because I was one of your members) to 
distinguish itself by its zeal for that fatal cause. In this 
temper of your and of my mind, I should have sooner fled 
to the extremities of the earth, than have shown myself here. 

I, who saw in every American victory (for you have had a 
loug-senes of these misfortunes) the germ and seed of the 
naval power of Prance and Spain, which all our heat and . 
warmth against America was only hatcliing into life, — I 
should not have been a welcome visitant with the brow and 
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the Ifluguflgo of Rich feelingi, When, aftertranJa, the other 
fiuS) of your calamity TraB tmned upon you, and ihoired jt»df 
in defeat and dutma, I ehumieid you foil aa mucL I feK 
BOTuly tiuf Tuncty m our wrotcbedneo ; and I did not wuh 
to have the least appcaranco of nwulting you with that ibov 
of lupenonty, which, though it may not be atauined, ii 
generally tuap^ed in a time of calamity from thoao wbcae 
pronou* wannnga hare been despiaed. I could not bear to 
ahow you a repreaeirtatiTe whoee taco did not reflect that of 
hia conatituenti , a face that could not joy in your joya, and 
aoTTOw in yonr torrowa. But tune at length haa made ui 
all of one opuuon , and we hare all opened our oyea on the 
true nature of the Amencan war, to the true nature of all 
iti aucceeaea and all iti fanuroa. 

In that pnblie atorm too I had my pneate fcelinga I had 
teen blown down and p roatrate on the ground nercral of 
tboBO houaca to whom I wna chiefly indebted for tbe honour 
this oity haa done me I confeaa, thah wbOat tbe wounds of 
those 1 Icrrod were yet green, I could not boar to ahow my« 
self m pndo and tnumpb in that place into which their paN 
tiality had brought me, and to appear at fcaata andrejoionn 
in thio midrt of the grief and auamitr of my warm fnenda, 
my tealoua aupportera, my geBcroui DCncCsctora Thu u a 
true:, unrarmab^ undieguum state of tbe afliur Tou will 
judge of it. 

Thu la tho only ono of the charges m which I am per- 
tonallr concerned As totho other matters objected agamrt 
me, which m their tom I shall mention to you, remember 
once more I do not mean to extenuate or cxcuae ^V^ly should 
I, when tho things charged arc among thoao upon which I 
found all my reputation P "Wliat would bo left to me, if I 
mysdf waa the man, who soncoed, and blended, and diloted, 
and wetkonod, all tho dutinguuhmg colours of my life, so as 
to leave nothing distinct and detenninato m my whole con- 
duct P 

It haa been said, and It {s tho schoud charge, that In tbe 
qttettxms of tho Irish trade, I did not con^t tbe intert-d 
of my constituents , or, to speak out strongly, that I rafb^ 
acted as a native of Ireland, than as an Engluli member of 
parlmment. , 

I cerlamly have very warm, good wuhea for tbe plac« « 
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my "birtli. But the sphere oF my duties is ‘my true country. 
It was, as a man attached to your interests, and zealous for 
the conserration of your power and dignity, that I acted on 
that occasion, and on all occasions. Ton were involved in 
the American war. A new world of policy was opened, to 
which it was necessary we should conform, whether we would 
or not ; and my only thought was how to conform to our 
situation in such a manner as to unite to this kingdom, in 
prosperity and in uffection, whatever remained of the empire. 
I was true to my old, standing, invariable principle, that all 
things, which came from Great Britain, should issue as a gift 
of her bounty and beneficence, rather than as claims recover- 
ed against a struggling litigant ; or at least, that if your 
beneficence obtained no credit in your concessions, yet that 
they should appear the salutary provisions of your wisdom 
and foresight ; not as things wi’ung from you -with your blood 
by the cruel gripe of a rigid necessity. The first concessions, 
by being (much against my wiU) mangled and stripped of 
the parts which were necessary to make out their just cor- 
respondence and connexion in trade, were of no use. The 
next year a feeble attempt was made to bring the thing into 
better shape. This attempt (countenanced by the minister) 
on the very first appearance of some popular uneasiness, was, 
after a considerable progress through the House, thrown out 
by Imn. 

What was the consequence ? The whole kingdom of Ire- 
land was instantly in a fiame. Threatened by foreigners, 
and, as they thought, insulted by England, they resolved at 
once to resist the power of France, and to cast off yours. 
As for im, -were able neither to protect nor to restrain 
4. thousand men were raised and disciplined 

wi out commission from the crown. Two illegal armies 
were seen with banners displayed at the same time and in 
_ e same county. Ho executive magistrate, no judicature 
m re and, wo^d acknowledge the legality of the army which 
ore e kmg s, commission; and no law, or appearance of 
w, authorized the army commissioned by itself.* In this 
imexampled state of thmgs, which the least error, the least 
espass on the right or left, would have hurried down the 
j y®® of blood and confusion, the people of 

^ demand a freedom of trade with arms in their hands. 
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They mterdict ill eonmerce betTBfti the two nafaon*. Tbfy 
deny sU neir ™ ^ Hoote of Comrooni, tltboug^l in 
tune of ■wnr ^*7 ■tint the tnut of tb© old rereiroe, giTtn 
for two yean to all the king*g predeceMort, to *11 monthi. 
The Bntuh parliament, m a former »ef»toTi, fnehtened into 
adinuted conceaelan by tho menace* of Ireland frightened 
out of it by the menace* of lEngland, wero noir frOTtened 
back BAiun, and made an nnircneu tarrendor of all had 
been thounbt the pocolar, rcaerved, uncommmucable r^ta 
of England, — the excloajTo commerce of Amenca, of Africa, 
of the "Wert Indtea— all the eirameratiOTa of tho acta of 
BatigaUan — all the manofactntca— non, claia, eren the laat 
pled« ofjenloMy and pnde, the mtercstlud m tbeaecret of 
onr hearti, the mTetcrate pn^dice roonlded mto tho con* 
•titubon of our frame, eren tno tacred fleece rtadfi all Trent 
together No reterre, no exception v no debate i no dn- 
ciuaion. A audden light broke in anon n* all. It broho in, 
not throng Trell*contnred end ireli*dii<pc»ed Tnodom, but 
throngh nawa and breachea, tfaroogh toe yawning ehaaroa 
of oar rum. y^e wore taught irudom by bomiliatiotu No 
town ifl England preaum^ to hare a prcjadice , or dared to 
mutter a petition. "What wa* wown, tbi wbolo parliament 
of England, which retained authority for nothing hot lur* 
rcndcra, iraa detpoded of erety a^dow of it* aupenntcndcDPC 
It waa, intbout any quahfleabon, dented m theory, ai it had 
boon trampled upon in proctico. Tbi* tceno of ihame and 
ditgraco Ima, m a manner whOat I am rpeaking, ended by 
tho pcrpctoal cttablhhment of a military power m the 
dotniniona of thi* crown. Tntbcmt ctm»cnt of tho Britiih 
legulatnre,* contrary to too policy of the conititution, coo- 
trary to the deeUra^on of n^t j and by this your Itbertica 
are awcpt away along with your auptme authonty—and 
both, linked together from the bcginniig, hare, I am afraid, 
both tocher penihed for crer 

"What 1 genUemen, Traa I not to forcacc, or forcaccinp, was 
I not to eideeTonr to pare you from all tb^ multiplied Hii> 
ditof* end di*gracea ? Would the little, mllyj eanm* prattle 
of obeying initmction*, and haring no opinion* but y«ir^ 
and aiicb idle *cn»elc*» talc#, which amu*e tho raeant tar* of 
nntbmbiig men, bare aared you from " the pelting of that 
' Itiih perpcUi*! naliay act. 
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pitiless storm,” to ■'S'hicli the loose improvidence, the cowardly 
rashness, of those who dare not look danger in the face, so as 
to provide against it in time, and therefore throw themselves 
headlong into the midst of' it, have exposed this degraded 
nation, beaten down and prostrate on the earth, rmsheltered, 
unarmed, unresisting ? Was I an Irishman on that day, that 
I boldly withstood our pride ? or on the day that I hung 
down my head, and wept in shame and silence over the 
hmnihation of G-reat Britain ? I became impopular in Eng- 
land for the one, and in Ireland for the other. What thfen ? 
What obligation lay on me to be popular ? I was bound to 
serve both kingdoms. To be pleased with my service was 
their affair, not mine. 

I was an Irishman in the Irish business, just as much as 
I was an American, when, on the same principles, I wished 
yon to concede to America, at a time when she prayed con- 
cession at our feet. Just as much was I an American, when 
I wished parliament to offer terms in victory, and not to 
wait the well-chosen hour of defeat, for making good by 
weakness, and by supplication, a claim of prerogative, pre- 
eminence, and authority. 

Instead of requiring it from me, as a point of duty, to 
kindle with your passions, had you aU been as cool as I was, 
you would have been saved from disgraces and distresses that 
are unutterable. Do you remember our commission ? We 
sent out h solemn embassy across the Atlantic ocean, to lay 
the crown, the peerage, the commons of Great Britain, at 
the feet of the American congress. That our disgrace might 
want no sort of brightening and burnishing, observe who they 
■yvere that composed this famous embassy ! My Lord Carlisle 
is among the first ranks of our nobility. He is the identical 
man who, but two years before, had been put forward, at the 
opening of the session in the House of Lords, as the mover of 
a haughty and rigorous address against America. He was 
put in the front of the embassy of submission, hir. Eden 
was taken from the office of Lord Sufiblk, to whom he 
Was then under secretary of state ; from the office of that 
Lord Suffolk, who hut a few weeks before, in his place in 
parliament, did not deign to inquire where a congress of 
vagrants was to be found. This Lord Suffolk sent Mr. Eden 
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to find tHwo TngnintB, witlurat tnonng wbero 
generolB irere to be found, who were joined 
cotnimBSian of Bupplicahng tbo*c whom they 
subdos They enter the capital of America « ’ > 
it , and the#e awerton and repreeentntiTea of to 
England, at the tail of a flying army, let fly th 
ihara of memonala and mnonstrimccs at • 
them. Thetr pronoaea and their offer*, their fli 
their menaces, ■vrero all deepiaed , and ire trere 
the disgrace of thetr formal recephon, only be^ 
grees aeomed to recseire them, irhikt tho state 
depmdent Philadelphia opened her door* to the 
of the ambaiaador of France Prom imr and bh 
to inbmmion , and from aubimasion plnngrd b 
war and blood , to desolate and be desolated, v 
aore, hope, or end. I am a Boyalut, I blnshod 
cradabon of the crown. I am a I blu 
^honour of parliament. 1 am a true Ejp* 
the qmck for the dugroce of England. 1 am 
for the molajKboly rorewe of human aflalre, in ti 
firtt power m the world. 

To road what waa ipprooelusg in Ireland, 
and bloody chararlcni oi the Amenmn war, 
but It wa* a neoena^, part of my pnbhc doty 
men, it ii not your fond dcaire* or roioo that < 
nature of thing* j by contending agalntt whici- 
3 we got, or *hall ever get, hot defeat and ihame 
/ obey your inatniction* No I ctmfortned to tbo 
of truth and nature, and maintained your int 
your opiiiKm*, with a couttancy that Ixtame ro 
aentomo worthy of you ought to bo a perron ol 
am to loot indeed, to your oplolona ; but to 
a* you and 1 laarf hare lire rear* hence I 
to the fla*h of tbe day I knew that you cht- 
place, along with otbera, to be » pillar of the 
a weathercock on the top of the odiflce. exalted 
and rorratility, end of no u*e but to indicate th- 
every fashwnable pale. Would to Ood the ralu 
tiracnt* on Ireland and on America had been 
anb^cct of doubt and diicu»*iou I No matter wh 
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■ ings had heeh, so that this kingdom, had kept the authority 
I ■wished it to maintain, hy a grave foresight, and by an 
equitable temperance in 'the use of its power. 

The next article of charge on my public conduct, and that 
which I find rather the most prevalent of all, is, Lord 
Beauchamp’s hill. I meamhis hill of last session, for re- 
forming the law-process concerning imprisonment. I't is said, 
to aggravate the oficence, that I treated the petition of this 
city with contempt even in presenting it to the House, and 
. expressed myself in terms of marked disrespect. Had this 
latter part of the charge been true, no merits on the side of 
the question which I took could possibly excuse me. But I 
am mcapahle of -treating this city with disrespect. Yery 
fortunately, at this minute (if my had eyesight does not de- 
ceive me) the worthy gentleman' deputed on this business 
, stands directly before me. To him I appeal', whether I did 
not, though it militated with my oldest and my most recent 
public opinions, deliver the petition with a strong and more 
than usual recommendation to the consideration of the 
House, on account of the character and consequence of those 
who signed it. I heheve the worthy gentleman will tell you, 
that the very day I received it, I applied to the solicitor, now 
the 'attorney- general, to give it an immediate consideration; 
and he most obligingly and instantly consented to employ a 
great deal of his ^ery valuable time to write an explanation of 
the hill. I a'ttended the committee with all possible care and 
diligence, in order that every objection of yours might meet 
•with a solution ; or produce an alteration. I entreated your 
learned recorder (always ready in business in which you take 
a concern) to attend. But what will you say to those who 
blame me for supporting Lord Beauchamp’s bill, as a disre- 
spectful treatment of your petition, when you hear, that out 
■ of respect to you, I myself was the cause of the loss of that very 
bill ? Bor the noble lord who brought it in, and who, I must 
say, has much merit for this and some .other measures, at my 
request consented to put it off for a week, which the speaker’s 
illness lengthened to' a fortnight ; and then the frantic tu- 
mult about Popery drove that and every rational business 
from the House. So that if I choose tO' make a defence of 
myself on the little principles of a culprit, pleading in his 

' Mr. Williams. 
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cxeolpatkm, I luigiit vat onlr •ecnre tnjr acqmttil, bnt ina\e ' 
mcnt with the oppoticri of the WL But I *hall do i>o tufh 
thnjc The troth n, that I did oceanon the lews of the bDl, 
und oy a dclflj- caused bf my respect to yotL But such *n 
emit sow nerer in my eontempUtion. And I am so far 
from tflkmf' credit for the defeat of that measure, that 3 can* 
not sulBaently bnnent my mwfortime, if but one man , who 
ought to bo at large, bw possod a yenr in p ns o u by my 
meant. 1 am a debtor to the debtors. I conftks judgunnit. 
I OTTO srhat, if erer it bo in roy power, 1 shall most cCTtanily 
pay,— ample atoaement and usunoni omeads to liberty 
humanity foe my unhappy Inpso. For, gentlemen. Lord 
Beauchamp’s bm was a law of justice and policy, as fiir as it 
went ; 1 say as far as it went, for its fault wu its being, in 
tbo remedial part, miserably defectire. 

There are two capital faults in onr law with relation to 
aril debts. Ooe is, that croiy man u presumed solrent A 
nresumptwn, in mnnroerable eases, directly against troth. 
ThcTefore tlie debtor is ordered, on * suppositioa of ability 
and fraud, to be coerced his liberty until ho makes po y mcDt 
By this means, m all cases of aril insolTm^. witboot a par- 
don from his creditor, ho » to bo impnsooed for lifer— and 
thus a miserable mistskcn inrention of artiflrial seieneo 
operates to change tbo aril into a cnminal judgment, and to 
scourge misfortune or indiscretion with a punishment which 
the law docs not infiiet on the girotcst eriraes 

The neat fsult is, that the miUctiog of that pumshment is 
not on tbo opimon of an equal and pubho jut^l but is re- 
ferred to the arbitrary dwortion of a priTSte, nay interested, 
and imtated, indinduaL lle^ who is, and substan- 

tlallT ought to be, tho judge, u in reality no rnoro than 
minUtcnal, a mere eiecutirr instrument ot a prirato man, 
who is at once judge and party Erery idea of judioal order 
is subrerted by this prtwredure If the invurency be no 
crime, why is it punuh« with arbitrary imprisonment t If 
it be s enrar, why is it drlirered into pnrato hands to pardon 
without discretion, or to punish without mercy and without 
raeaaure? 

To these fjsults. groM and cruel faults In our law, the eieel- 
lent prinaple of I/ord Beauchamp's bill applied some sort of 
remedy. 1 know that credit must be presenred j but equity 
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must be preserved i 00 ; nud il is impossible Ibnt nuytbiug 
should be uccessarv lo commorco, which is iucousisleut with 
justice. The principle of credit was not wcnlvcued by that 
bill. God forbid ! 'J’lio enforeement of that credit was only 
put into the same public judicial hands on which we depend 
for our lives, and all that makes life dear to us. Eut, indeed, 
this business was taken up loo warmly both here and cleC' 
where. The bill was extremely mistaken. It was supposed 
to enact what it never enacted ; and complni 7 ita were made 
of clauses in it as novelties, which existed before the jio- 
ble lord that bronght in the bill was born. Tlicrc was a 
fallacy that I'an through the whole of the objections. The 
gentlemen who opposed the bill alw.ays argued, ns if tho 
option lay between lliat bill and the ancient law. — But this 
is a grand mistake, ^h^or, praclic.ally, the option is between, 
not that bill and the old law, but between that bill and those 
occasional laws, c.allcd acts of grace. ]^or the ojieration of 
the old haw is so savage, and so inconvenient to society, that 
for a long time ])asl, once in every parliament, and lately 
twice, the legislature has been obliged to inakc a general 
arbitrary jail-delivery, and at once to set open, by its sove- 
reign authority, all the prisons in England. 

Gentlemen, I never relished acts of grace ; nor ever sub- 
mitted to them but from despair of better. They are a dis- 
honourable invention, by which, not from humanity, not from 
policy, but merely because avc have not room cno\igh to hold 
these x-ictims of the absurdity of our laws, we turn looso 
upon the public three or four thou.sand naked wretches, cor- 
rupted by the habits, debased by the ignominy, of a prison. 
If the creditor had a right to those carcases as a natural 
securit}'^ for his property, I ajji sure we have no right to 
deprive him of that 8ccurit5% But if the few pounds of flesh 
were not necessary to his security, wo had not a right to 
detain the unforWnate debtor, without any benefit at all to 
the person who confined him. — Take it ns you will, we com- 
mit injustice. How Bord Beauchamp’s hill intended to do 
deliberately, and with great c.autiou and circumspection, upon 
each several case, and with all attention to the just claimant, 
what acts of grace do in a much greater measure, and with 
very little care, caution, or deliberation. 

I suspect that here too, if we contrive to oppose this biU, 
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ahflU b© found in a ttreg^le againjt the nature of thmjjt. 
For aa ire greir enliglitenM^ the putUo irili not bear, foe 
any length of tmie^ to par for the mamtenanco of irbolo 
armies of priaonert, nor, at £hnr oim expense, aabmit to keep 
jtfls as a sort of girmons, merelr to fortify the abi^ pnn- 
dple of m a kin g men judge* m their oira caose. For cr^ 
hu little or no concern m this croelty I speak m a ecro* 
moreial assemblj* Ton know that credit u giren, bocanre 
capital •Bst be emplojredi that men calenlate tho chances 
of insolrency , and thcr either mthbold tho ci^t, or make 
the debtor the nsk m the tmeo, Tho ctmnrtng«boaso 
has no alliance mth tho jafl. IloUond understands trade as 
srell as we, and tho has imo mneh more than this obnoxious 
bill intended to do There ires not, when Mr Howard 
risited Ilollaiid, more than ono jmaoner for debt in tho mnat 
city of Rotterdam. AlthonA Lord B«inchainp‘s act (which 
was prenous td this bill, and intended to feel the way for it) 
ha* alrcody preserred libertr to thousands, and thoogh it 
IS not three rear* since the last act of grace F***rtL jrt ly 
3Ir Howard'^e last account, there were near tWe thoim^ 
again in j&ih t cannot name this gentlemnn without re^ 
marking that his laboors sod wntw^ bare doco much to 
open the eyes and hearts of mankmcL He has Tisitcd all 
Europe,— not to surroy the stnoptnousne^ of palacra, or tho 
ftateunw of tcnmles , not to mako accurate measurements 
of the remains of ancient grandeur, nor to form a scale of 
the curiosity of modern art , not to eoUeefc medals, or collato 
monnsenpts i— but to diro into the depths of dungeons j to 
plunge into the infrcticm of hospitals} to surrey tho man- 
ikms of so rrow and pain; to take tho gauge end ditnenslons 
of miseiy, depression, and contempt , to remember the for- 
gotten, to attend to tho neglected, to nnt the forsaken, and 
to compare and collato the distresses of all men tn all conn- 
tne* Ills plan u original } and it is as full of gmms as it 
is of humanity It was a voyage of discorcry j a eircuinna- 
Tigation of chanty Already the bcncDt of his labour U fdt 
more or le** m erery country t 1 hope he wfH anticipate bl« 
final reward by eeefng all ft* cflects luffy rcaiued in fift own- 
lie will receire, not by detail, but m gross, the rrward of 
those who ruit the pnreoer* nnd ho hai so forestalled end 
monopolixed this branch of chanty, that there will be, 1 
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trust, little room to merit Ly sucli acts of lienevolence here- 
after. 

Nothing now remains to trouble you with, hut the foiu4h 
charge against me — ^the business of the Eoman Catholics. 
It is a busiuess closely connected with the rest. They are 
all on one and the same principle. My little scheme of 
conduct, such as it is, is all arranged. I could do nothing 
but what I have done on this subject, mthout confounding 
the whole train of my ideas, and disturbing the whole 
order of my life. Gentlemen, I ought to apologize to you 
for seeming to think anything at ^ necessary to be said 
upon this ma;tter. The calumny is fitter to be scrawled 
with the midnight chalk of incendiaries, with “No Po- 
pery,” on walls and doors of devoted houses, than to be 
mentioned in any chnlized company. I had heard, that 
the spirit of discontent on that subject was very preva- 
lent here. "With pleasure I find that I have been grossly 
misinformed. If it exists at all in this city, the laws have 
crushed its exertions, and our morals have shamed its ap- 
pearance in day-light. I have pursued this spirit wherever 
I could trace it ; but it stfil fled firom me. It was a ghost 
which all had heard of, but none had seen. None would 
acknowledge that he thought the public proceeding with 
regard to our. Catholic dissenters to be blaraeable ; but se- 
veral were sorry it had made an ill impression upon others, 
and that my interest .was hurt by my share in the business. 
I find with satisfaction and pride, that not above four or five 
in this city (and I dare say these misled by some gross misre- 
presentation) have signed that symbol of delusion and 
bond of sedition, that hbel on the national rebgion and Eng- 
lish character, the Protestant Association. It is therefore, 
gentlemen, not by way of cure, but of prevention, and lest 
the arts of wicked men may prevail over the integrity of 
any one amongst us, that I think it necessary to open to 
you the merits of this transaction pretty much at large ; and 
I beg your patience upon it : for, although the reasonings 
that have been used to depreciate the act are of little force, 
and though the authority of the men concerned in this 
ill design is not very imposing ; yet the audaciousness of 
these conspirators against the national honour, and the ex- 
tensive ivickedness of their attempts, have raised persons of 
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hanM^ m any rairt of it? If any doea, let Inm aay it, and 
I am ready to macaw the pout mth temper and candcrar 
Bat m at ea d of appranng, I permre a Tirtuo\ii mdignatioa 
begmmng to me in your minds on tiio mcro cold stating of 
the stntntc. 

But what win yon feel, when you know from hiatory bow 
this statute pntsed, and wbat were tbo lootiTcs, and w^t the 
mode of mnlang it P A por^ in this nation, enemjes to the 
system of the Berolntion, were m opposiboa to the govern* 
meat of Ivmg ^VtUiam, They knew that our glonona de* 
h ver er was an enemy to afl pciaecution They knew that bo 
came to freo na from lUvery and Popery, out of a country 
where a third of tbo people oro eentratw Catholics under 
a Protestant goremment Ho came with a part of his army 
composed of tboso very Catholics, to orerset tbo power of a 
Popish pTmee. Such i* tbo effect of a toloratann spirit j and 
BO mneh u liberty oerred in ercry wav, and hr all p ci s on s, by 
n manly odberonco to its own pnnopl^ ‘W’hilft freedom is 
true to itaolt overything becomes subject to it j and its rcty 
adrmanes are on mitnunent in its l^di. 

Tbo party I speak of (Uko somo amongst us who would dis- 
partigo tho best Cnenda of tbeir comi(iy) Twlred to mako 
the feog Cither ndate bia jmoaples of^ toleration, or incur 
the odium ^ protecting ft|«sts. They tberrlbro brought m 
this hDl, and made it purposely wicked and absord tliat it 
might Iw rmcctcd- Tm tnen court party, dwcovcnng their 
game, tunied tbo tables cm them, and relumed tbeor bill to 
thorn stuffed with still greater absurdities, that ita lots might 
lie upon ita onginal authors. Thor, finding thoir own had 
thrown tswb to them, kicked it back again to their odnro- 
Ties. And thus this act, k»ded with the double itymtice of 
two parties, neither of whom intended to pass what ther 
hopea the other would be persuaded to reject, wont thnmgu 
the iegifllature, contrary to the rewl wish of all parts of it, 
and of all the portios that composed it. In this manner tbwe 
insolent and profligate fcctlons u If they were playing with 
bolls and counters made a eport of tho foetuaes and the b* 
ct iMr Otbrrjtcif^f 

bare been acts of malice Tbit was a subversion of justwe 
from wantonncsi and pciiibmce Look into the hwinry of 
Bishop Barnet He is a witocss withoot fireption. 
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The elTocli* of the act have hi'c*n as a\iseluevous as ils origin 
was ludicrous and shamoful. I'nuu that lime every person 
of that coimuuniou, lay and ceelesiastic, has heen ohliged to 
lly from the face of dav. The ehnigy, eoneealed in garrets of 
private houses, or ohhged lo take a shelter (hardly safe to 
themselves, Inil infinitely dangerous to their country) under 
the privileges of foreign ministers, otlleiated ns their servants, 
atid tinder their ]'>rot eel ion. The whole body of (he Catho- 
lics. condemned lo Imggary and (<» ignonmee in their native 
land, have heen obliged to learn the principles of letter.-', at’ 
the hazard of all their other principles, from the charity of 
your enemies. They have heen In.ved to their ruin at tho 
ple.asnro of necessitous and protligiite relations, and according 
to the measure of their necessity and jirofligaey. Example.s 
of this are many and atl’eeting. Some of them are Icnown by 
a friend who stands near me in this hall. It is but six or 
seven ycar.s since a elorgvman of the nanu' of Mnlony, a man 
of morals, neither guilty nor accused of anvtbing noxious to 
tho state, was condemned lo pi'rpetiml imprisonment for 
exorcising the functions of his religion: and after lying in 
jail two or tlirce years, was relieved by the nuTcy of govern- 
ment from perjicfnal imjirisnnment, on condition of jicrnet mil 
banisbment. A brother of the Iv.irl of Shn'wsbnry, a Talbot, 
a name rcspcetablo in Ibis i-ountry. wliilst its glory is any 
part of its concern, was hauled to the bar of the Old Bailey, 
among common felons, and only c.^'ciipcd the same doom, 
either by some error in the process, or that tlio wrcleb who 
brought him there could not correctly describe bis ])crsou ; 
I now forget wliieli. — In short, the jier.socution would never 
have relented for a moment, if the judges, superseding 
(though with an ambiguous ox'nmplc) the strict rule of tlicir 
artificial duty by the higher obligation of their conscience, 
not constantly throw everv ditficulty in tho way of siicli 
informers. But so iuetfectunl is the power of legal evasion 
against legal iniquity, that it was but tlio other day, that a 
lady of condition, beyond the middle of life, was on the point 
of being stripped of her whole fortune by a near relation, to 
whom she had been a friend and benefactor : and she must 
have been totally ruined, without a power of redress or miti- 
gation from the courts of law, had not the legislature itself 
rushed in, and by a special act of parliament rescued her 

L 2 
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from the fnjQitice of £t» ovn itatutei. Ono of the trfi 
atdbonmifl roch thjngi \raj that which we m part repealed, 
inowing what owr duty was , and doing that duty u men 
of honour and Tirtuo, u good Protestanta, *» good 
citiieiis. Iiet him rtand forth that diaapprores what we 
haro donol 

Gentlemen, bod laws are the wont eort of tyr nmiy In 
■uoh a countiT ai tha they ore of all bad thinn the wont, 
woree by far than aimrbere ol»o , and they demo a particu- 
lar mahgm^ oren from the wiadom and loundncu of the 
roat of our matitution*. Por very obvionf maona you can- 
not tmit the crown with a dispenimg power over any of 
your law*. However, a government, be it a* bad a* it may, 
will, m the exercise of a discrctiooiary ipoacT, (hammmaie 
thne* and penon* , and will not ordinarily puriue any 
when it* own •ofety u not concerned. A mercenary nuormer 
know* no dlrtmctLoo. Uodcr such a *y*tem, the obnoxiocs 
people are slaves, not only to the eoTmn o ent. but they Lto 
at the mcTCT of erery indinduol { they aro st emee the elarr* 
of tho whole community, and of every port of it , and tho 
wo r st and most nnmercmul men aro {b^ on wb^ good- 
neai they moat depend. 

In this aituahou men not only ahnnk from fbe frown* of a 
atem magiitrato , but they aro obliged to fly from their very 
Bpeaca. Tho to^s of dortniction are sown in anl intcr- 
courac, in aocial habitude*. The blood of wbolcaomo tmdred 
is mfc^rfocL liicir table* and beds arc aurrounded with 
snare*. AU tho mean* given by Providence to maio life *afo 
and comfortable, are perrertrd into m»tnimeuti of terror 
and torment. This apede* of umrcnal subiomcncy, that 
make* the tc^ lervint who wail* behind your chair the ar- 
biter of your fife and fortune, ha* toch a tendency to deerado 
and abaao mankind, and to deprive them of that a»*tirea and 
liberal itato of mind, which alono can make u» what we 
ought to be, that I vow to God I would sooner bring myself 
to put a man to immediate death for opuiion* I duhked, ami 
ao to get nd of the man ond hu opinions at once, than to 
fret him with a Cjverijh being, tainted with tho jaii-dutem- 
per of a contagtou* aerritude, to keep hire above TOuml an 
animated t""** of putrvlaction, corrupted himaelf, and cor- 
rupting all about lum. 
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Tlic act. repealed -was of this direct tendency ; and it was 
made in the manner whicli J have related to you. T -will 
now tell you by whom the bill of repeal was brought into 
parliament. 1 find it has been industriously given out in 
this city (from kindne.-j.s to me, unque.stionahly) that I w.as 
the mover or tlu' secoiuh'r. 'fhe fact i.s, 1 did not once open 
my lips on the subject during the whole progre.'^s of the hill. 
I do not s.ay this ns disclaiming my share iji that measure. 
Verj' fiir frnni it. I inform you of this fact, lest 1 should 
seem to arrogate to myself the merit.s which belong to othcr.s. 
To have been the man cho.'^en out to redeem our fellow- 
citir.cns from slavery, to p\«rify our laws from absurdity nud 
iniuslicc, nud to cleause our religion from the hlot and stain 
of persecution, would he an honour nud hnpj)iness to which 
my nnshes would uudouhtedly nsj)ire ; hut to which nothing 
but my wi.sbc.s could ])ossibly have entitled mo. That great 
work was in bauds in every respect far bett(T qualified than 
mine. Tlic mover of tbc bill was Sir George S.ivilc. 

^Hicn an act of great and signal bnninnity was to be done, 
and done \vitb all tlio weight and nnlborily tb.it belonged to 
it, the world could c.ist its eyes upon none but him. 3 liopo 
that few things which have a tendency to bless or to adorn life 
b.ivc wholly escaped my observ.itiou in my passage through it. 
I have sought tbc acquaintance of that gentleman, and liavo 
seen him in all situations. He is a true genius ; with an un- 
derstanding Hgorous, and acute, and refined, and distinguish- 
ing even to excess ; nud illuminated with a most unbounded, 
peevdiar, and original cast of imagination. With these lie pos- 
sesses many external and instrumental advantages ; and be 
makes use of them all. His fortune is among tbc largest ; a 
fortune which, wholly unencumbered, as it is, with one single 
charge from luxurj-, vanity, or excess, sinks under tbc be- 
nevolence of its dispenser. This private benevolence, expand- 
ing itself into patriotism, renders Ijis whole being the estate of 
the public, in which be has not reserved a peciiVmin for liiinsclf 
of profit, diversion, or relaxation. During the session, the first 
in, and the last out of the House of Commons ; he passes from 
the senate to the camp ; and seldom seeing the seat of his am 
cestors, he is always in the senate to serve his country, or in 
the field to defend it. But in all wcU-ivrought compositions, 
some particulars stand out more eminently ■ Hio^rest; 
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centloman of that pernuRon, of noto or proper^, m Eng. 
l^d. At radi a erim, sotluisg but a decided rcaoluHon to 
itand or tail inth their country could have dictated anch an 
addrtiM , the direct tendency of irhJdi mw to etrt off all 
retreat, and to render them peculiarly obnoxicHia to an 
mrader of their om commnniom. The addrOM ihoircd what 
I long langmihed to aee, that all the snl^ecta of Engiand 
had catt off^ all foreign newt and connouona, and that eren 
man looked for hia relief from crery gneraneo, at tho h 111^1 
on^ of ha own natnml gorenunent 
It was neceasary, on our port, that tho natnml goTCTnment 
ahould allow itselt worthr of that name. It waa necemry, 
at the enra I apeak of, that tho aupremo power of the atafo 
ahould meet the cownliatory dapoaitionaof tho antncct To 
delay proteehon woald bo to reject allegiance. And why 
ahomd it be rejected, or oren coldly a^ anapicionaly re- 
coiTod ? If any independent Cathobe atato ahonld ehooeo 
to take nart with thu kingdom in a war with France and 
Spam, that bi^t (if aach a bigot could be foondl would bo 
heard with little rofpect, wbo conid dream 01 objecting 
hia religion to an ally whom the cation would not only 
reeeire with ita frecit thanka, but porthaae with the la^t re- 
mama of ita dhanated tr r a a nr e To such an ally wo should 
not dare to whiaper a aiDglo syllable of tboro bfl«e and 
randioof topic*, upon wbicb aomo unhappy men would per- 
suade tho state to reject the doty and aUcgtance of its own 
members Is it then becaoso foreigners aro in a condition 
to set emr malico at defiance, that with tim wo are wDlmg 
to contract engagementa of fncnibbip, and to keep them 
with fidelity and honour , but that, because wo conceire 
some desenphotu of our countrymen arc not powerful enough 
to ponlih our mal^^mty, wo will not permit them to sup- 
port our eommon interest P It it on that ground, that our 
anger Is to bo kindled by their offl red kindness f Is It on 
that gnnmd, that they arc to bo aubjccted to penaltie*, be- 
cause they arc willing by actual merit to purge tliein»elr« 
from imputed cruncs P Lest bp an odhmnco to the raase 
of tbw country, they should ar^mro a title to fair and ri)tut- 
able twetoicflt, arc wo resolrcd to fumnh them with eaasrs 
of ctcroal enmity, and rather supply them with juit ^ 
fcmniW motiTca to disaffection, than not to hato that dit- 
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affection in existence to justify an oppression, which, not 
from policy hut disposition, avg have prcdctcnnincd to ex- 
orcise ? 

What shadow of reason could ho assigned, why, at a time 
when the most Protestant part of this Protestant empire 
found it for its advantage to unite with llic two principal 
Popish states, to unite itself in the closest bonds witli Franco 
and Spain, for our destruction, that we sliould refuse to unite 
with our own Catholic countrymen for our own preservn-, 
tion? Ought we, like madmeu, to tear off the plasters, that 
the lenient hand of prudence had spread over the wounds 
and gashes, which in our delirium of amhition we had given 
to our own body ? Xo person ever reprobated the iVmerican 
war more than I did, and do, and ever shall. But I never 
will consent that we should lay additional, voluntar}- penal- 
ties on ourselves, for a fault which carric.s but too much of 
its own punishment in its o\ni nature. For one, I was de- 
lighted ^vith the proposal of internal pence. I accepted tho 
blessing with thanicfnlncss and transport ; I was truly 
happy to find o;jc good effect of our civil distractions, that 
they had put an cud to all religious strife and heart-burning 
in our own bowels. What must be the sentiments of a man, 
who would wish to perpetuate domestic hostility, Avlieu tho 
causes of dispute arc at an end ; and wlio, crying out for 
peace with one part of the nation on the most humiliating 
terms, should deny it to those, who ofi’er fiicndship witliout 
any terms at all ? 

But if I was unable to reconcile sucb a denial to the con- 
tracted principles of local duty, what answer could I give to 
the broad claims of general humanity ? I confess to you 
freely, that the sufferiugs and distresses of the people of 
America, in this cruel war, liavc at times alFected me more 
deeply than I can express. I felt ever}’^ Gazette of triumph 
as a blow upon my heart, which has an hundred times sunk 
and fainted witlnn me at aU the mischiefs brought upon 
those who hear tho whole brunt of war in the heart of their 
country. . Xet the Americans are utter strangers to me ; a 
nation among whom I am not sure that I have a smgle ac- 
quaintance. Was I to suffer my mind to_ be so unaecoun^ 
ably warped; was I to keep sucb iniquitous ■ ^ anu 
measures of temper and of reason, as to 
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been throKn m, to ferment nad embitter the mm* discon- 
tentLtbe conjeqnenco* miAt hare been truly dreadful Bat 
TOy bappilT, that causa oi qatml was pronmaly qulctt?d 
by the •ffwfom of the acts I tm commending 
Eren in Eoglsiid, trhere I odtmt the danger from the dis- 
oontentof that perfuanon to bo lets than m Ireland, yet 
eren hero, hud we listened to the counsels of Cmaticifm and 
foUy, we might hare iroaiulod ouiselTes very deeply, and 
wounded oureelres m a rery tender port. Tbu aro apprised, 
that the Cetboltcs of England consist mostly of our best 
inflnufnj:itui'eit. Had the Icgnlatnre choeon, msteod of re- 
turning them deelarationa of duty with corretpoudent good- 
will, to drtTO them to despair, tbero is a country at tbeir 
Tory door, to which they would be Innted ; a country in all 
respects as good as ours, and with the finest cities in the 
world ready built to rccoiTo them And thus the bigotry of 
a freo countqr, and in on enlightened aw, would fcsro re- 
peopled the abet of Flanders, which, m tbo dartne* of two 
mmdrod reurt ago, had been dcstdatod by tbo superstition 
of a cruel tyrant Our mannfcctufers were the growth of 
tbe perscestiottJ m tbo henr Ootmtnes. ^7btt a spoetacia 
would it be to Europe, to see os at this fame of day balancing 
tbo account of tyranny with those rery countries, and by 
our persecutions driTiog hack trodo snd manuCacture, as 
a sort of Tarabouds, to tbeir original settlement 1 But I 
trust wo shair bo sar^ this last of dugmers 

Bo far as to tbe effect of the act on tbo interests of this 
nation. 'W’ith regard to tbo inlcTcsti of mankmd at large, I 
am sure tho benefit was reir coMjdrrable Loj^ before this 
act, inde^ the spirit of tofeiabon began to gain ground in 
Europe. In IloUand, tho thud port of the pooplo are Ca- 
tholics , they bre at eaio j and are a sound part of tbo state. 
In many parts of Germany, Protestants and Inputs psrtiko 
tho rame atie*, tho rune councils, and cren tbo san^ 
cburcbes. tmboonded Uberabty of the fang of Pruiia’s 
conduct on this occasion is known to all tho world , 
js of a picco with tho other grand maxims of his reign IV 
jnagnamari^ of the hapeniii eenat, b/rskia? ibrtes^hia^ 
nairow pnnoplcs of its predecessors, has InJulEed its Pn^ 
tostant fubjct^ not only with property, with worship, 
liberal education j but with honours and tnuU, berth oru 
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and military. A ^vortlly Protestant gentleman of tliia coun- 
try now tills, and tills with credit, a Ingli olllco in t.lio Aus- 
trian Motherlands, Even the Lutheran obstinacy of Sweden 
has thaAved at length, and opened a toleration to all religions. 
I hnow myself, tliat in France the Protestants begin to be 
at rest. The arinv. Avhich in that country is every thing, is 
open to them : and some of the military rewards and decora- 
tions which the Inw.s deny, are supplied by other.s, to m.nlce 
the service acceptable and' lionouinble. The tirst minister of 
finance, in th.at country, is a Protestant. Two A'cars’ war 
without a tax is among the tir.st-fruits of their liber.alit}'. 
T.arnished as the glory of this n.alion is, and ns far ns it lias 
waded into the shades’ of an eclipse, some beams of its former 
illumination still pl.ay upon its surface; and what is done in 
Enghand is still looked to, as nrgnment and as example. It 
is certainly true, that no law of this country ever met with 
such univcrs.al apjilausc abroad, or Avas so likely to jirodncc 
the perfection of that tolerating spirit, Avhich, ns 1 obscn’cd, 
has been long gaining ground in 3‘hiropc ; for abroad, it was 
tmivcrsally thought that avc had done, Avhat, I am sorry to say, 
we had not; they thought avc had granted a full toleration. 
That opinion Avas hoAveverso far from hurting the Protestant 
cause, that I declare, Avitli the most serious solemnity, my 
firm belief, that no one thing done for these fifty years past 
was so likely to prove deeply beiieficinl to our religion at 
large as Sir George Savilc’s act. In its efl’ects it was “ an 
act for tolerating and protecting Protestantism throughout 
Europe;” and 1 hope that those, who Avcrc taking steps for 
the quiet and settlement of our Protestant brethren in other 
countries, Avill, even yet, rather consider the steady equity of 
the greater and hotter part of the people of Great Britain, 
than the vanity and vdolcncc of .a few. 

I perceive, gentlemen, by the manner of all about me, that 
you look with horror on tho wicked clamour’ which has been 
raised on this subject ; and that instead of an apology for 
what was done, you rather demand from me an account, why 
the execution of the scheme of toleration was not made more 
ansAverahle to the large and liberal grounds on which it was 
taken up ? The question is natural and proper ; and I 
member that a great and learned magistrate,* distinguished 
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for ha rtrong and lyitematio uadmtanding, and -who at that 
tuna ttm a meinbCT of the llcmae of Coujaioitt, made the 
■ame objection to the proeeednig The rtatutc*, tta they now 
■tnnd, are, without doubt, porfeotly «hfiird. But I beg leete 
to explain the camo of thm grow imperfection, m the toler- 
atmg plan, a* well and u ihortlT m 1 am able. It waa uni* 
Tenally thought, that tbo ought not to pan orer 

without doing tCKfihng m thi« butinea*. To rovuo 
whole body of tbo penal etatntet waa concciTcd to bo an 
object too big for the time. The penal atatutc, then-fore, 
which waa choeen for repeal, (choatn to show our diapotitwo 
to conolflite, not to pmect a toleration,) wa* thji act of 
ludicrou* crueltj-, of wnieh I have juit gtren you tbo hutorr 
It ii an act, which, though not a great deni so firreu and 
bloody a* aomo of the rod, wna infinitely more ready m the 
execution. It wbj the act which gare the greatc*t cn* 
couragement to thoeo petU of aociety, mercenary mTorcufTi, 
and mtereated duturbcre of houaehofd peace; and it wa« cj>. 
Bcned wrth truth, that tho piwcutioitt, cither earned to 
connetion or compounded, tor many yenn, bad been all 
oominenccd upon tut act It was aaid, that, whilst we were 
deiibcralmg on a more perfect eeheme, the spint of the ago 
would nerer como up to tho execution of tho statHlea winch 
remained, e«p*>cially as mom steps, and a ro-operation of 
more minds and penws, were required towards a mtschiPTOus 
ujo of them, than for tho oiccution of the art to bo irpcalcdi 
that It was better to imniTd this texture from below than 
from abore, beginning with tbo latest, wbieh, in gmcral 
prarticey a the scrcrcst cni. It was alleged, tlmt this slow 
proceeding would be attended with tho adrautage of a pro- 
gresuTO eipenenco , and that tbo P«>pl® would grow recoB 
c3cd to tdcTation, when they should find by tho cfll-cts, that 
justice wms not »o irreconcilable an enemy to conrCnlence si 
thgr had imagined. 

These, gentlemen, were tbo reasons why we left thti pood 
TToek in t w rude, nnfinuhed slate, In which psod worl^ srr 
eommonlj left, through the tamo circumspection with which 
a timid pmdcnco so frcquentlT enerratrt beneCemee Id 
doing good, wo are generally cold, and languid, and fluggirh ; 
and of ^ things almid of bcinp too much In the nght Hrt 
the worhs of imilico and injaiuce are quite in another style 
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They are fiuishcd •vnth a hold, masterly hand ; touched as 
they are with the spirit of those vehement passions that call 
forth all our energies, \YhcneTcr yyc oppress and persecute. 

Thus this matter was left for the timOjUnth a full determina- 
tion in parliament not to suffer other and worse statutes to 
remain for the purpose of countcractiug the benefits pro- 
posed by the repeal of one penal law: for nobody tlien 
dreamed of defeudiug what was done for a benefit, on the 
ground of its being no benefit at all. Wc were not then 
ripe for so mean a subterfuge. 

I do not wish to go over the horrid scene that was after- 
wards acted. "Would to God it co\dd be expunged for ever 
fi’om the annals of this counhy! But since it must subsist 
for ovir shame, let it subsist for our instruction. In the year 
1780, there were found in this nation men deluded enough 
(for I give the whole to their delusion) on pretences of zeal 
and piety, without any soi't of provocation whatsoever, real 
or pretended, to make a desperate attcnpff, which would 
have consumed all the glory and power of this country in 
the flames of London ; and buried all law, order, and religion, 
under the ruins of the metropolis of tlie Protestant world. 
"Wliether all this mischief done, or in the direct train of 
doing, was in their original scheme, I cannot say ; I hope it 
was not ; but tins would have been the unavoidable conse- 
quence of their proceedings, had not the flames they had 
lighted up in their fury been extinguished in their blood. 

AH the time that this horrid scene was acting or avenging, 
as well as for some time before, and ever since, the nicked 
instigators of this unhappy multitude, guilty, with every 
aggravation, of all their crimes, and screened in a cowardly 
darkness from their punishment, continued without inter- 
ruption, pity, or remorse, to blow up the blind rage of the 
populace, with a continued blast of pestilential libels, which 
infected and poisoned the very air we breathed in. 

The main ^ifb of aU the libels, and all the riots, was, to 
force parliament (to persuade us was hopeless) into an act of 
national perfidy, which has no example. Por, gentlemen, it 
is proper yon should all know xvhat infamy we escaped by 
refusing that repeal, for a refusal of which, it seems, I, among 
others, stand somewhere or other accused. "When we took 
away, on the motives which I had the honour of stating to 
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jtra, a fow of the iimmiicTable p«ialbe* opqn an opprtajcd 
radiDjoreilpMiploj tberdjef wa*n<rt ab*okjie,but grrra on 
a ftjpulahon and compact bctirecn them and ui: fW tcc 
bonnd down tba Renan CatholNa with the mort eolcmn 
oethi, to bear troo aDcganco to thu coremment \ to objirro 
all sort of temporal power m anj- otW , and to mumnee, 
nnder the tame aolemn obhgnhoni, the dortnnes of aratem 
atre perfidj-, with which they etood (I conecirc Tcty tmjottly) 
charcei hTow our modett petibonert camo np to u», moet 
humbly prajmg nothing mowv than that we fbould bn>ak oor 
farth, witboot any one caoio whataocrer of forfeiture aasigned, 
and when the rohiocti of thu kingdom had, on their part, 
foUr prrformed tnesr engogetnont, wo ahould refuac, on cmr 
port, ibo benefit wo had ttipulM^ on the ncrfomroco of 
tho»e Twy condihoni that wero pretcribed by onr own 
Bothonty, Md taken on the aanction of oor public faith— 
that la to aay, when wo had mrcigled them with fair proraiic* 
within our door, we were to abut it on them; too, eddiag 
tnockery to oatrago— to tcU them, **Now wo ^re pot wu 

fart your eotttoencee are botrod to a powrr ixtoItm on 

TOOT dcftractwa. "We haro made yoo awrtir, that yoar ro* 
upon obligca yon to keep yonr Cuth : fooii a« you are ! wo 
w^ now let yen »ed that our rebpion enjoin* u» to keep no 
faith with you-"— They who would adna^y call upon ua to 
do lach thing*, muit certainly hare thought ua not only a 
eonrcntion of treachcrou* tyranla, but a gang of the lowest 
and du'tieft wrctchc* that erer diapraced burnamty llad 
wo done this, wo ihould hare indeed prored, that thCTO were 
tome m the worid whom no faith could hind ; and wo thcmld 
haro eonnefed ourtelrca of that odious principle of which 
Papiata »tciod aecvted by those rerr oragw, who wuhed oa, 
on tfat acenaation, to dehrer them over to their fury 

In thii Budadoua tumult.wben our tctt name and character 
at gentlemen was to be cancelled for wr along with the 
faith and honour of the nation, I, who bad exerted mywlf 
Tciy little on the qokt pauung of the bill, thought »t necc^ 
aary t^n to come forward. J waa not alone but though 
tome dtttmgmihed tnembcT* on all aides, and parficalarlr to 
our*, adiled much to their high rcpuUlion by the mrt 
took on Hat day, (a part which ufll be remembered a» 
n honour, *pmt,and eloquence hare cttimation In the woriii.; 
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I mriy and •ndll value myself so far, that, yielding in abilities 
to many, I yielded in zeal to none. With Avarmth and Avith 
vigour, and animated AA’ith a just and natural indignation, I 
called forth every faculty that I possessed, and I directed it 
in every Avay in Avhich I could possibly employ it. I laboured 
night and day. I laboured in parliament : 1 laboured out of 
parliament. If therefore the resolution of the House of 
Commons, refusing to commit this act of unmatched tur- 
pitude, be a crime, I am guiltj' among the foremost. But, 
mdeed, Avbatevcr the faults of that House may have been, no 
one member Avas found hardy enough to propose so infamous 
a tbmg ; and on full debate avc passed the resolution against 
the petitions Avitb ns much unanimity, as Ave had formerly 
passed the laxv, of Avhicb these petitions demanded the repeal. 

There Avas a circumstance (justice vrill not sullcr me to 
pass it over) AA'hich, if anything could enforce the reasons I 
nave given, Avould fully justify the act of relief, and render a 
repeal, or anj-tbing like a repeal, unnatural, impossible. It 
Avas the behaviour of the persecuted Eoman Catholics under 
the acts of violence and brutal insolence As’bich they suffered. 
I suppose there are not in London less than four or five 
thousand of that persuasion from my coimtry, who do a 
great deal of the most laborious Avorks in the metropolis ; 
and they chiefij" inhabit those quarters, AA'hich Avere the prin- 
cipal theatre ot the fury of the bigoted multitude. Tliey are 
knoAvn to be men of strong arms, and qiiick feelings, and 
more remarkable for a determined resolution, than clear 
ideas, or much foresight. But though provoked by every- 
thing that can stir the blood of men, their houses and chapels 
in flames, and vrith the most atrocious profanations of every- 
thing Avliich they hold sacred before their eyes, not a hand 
Avas moved to retaliate, or even to defend. Had a conflict 
once begun, the rage of their persecutors Avould have re- 
doubled. Tims fury increasing by the reverberation of out- 
rages, house being fired for house, and church for chapel, I 
am convinced, that no poAver under heaven could have pre- 
vented a general conflagration ; and at this day London 
Avoidd have been a tale. But I am A\mll informed, and the 
thing speaks it, that their clergy exerted their Avhole in- 
fluence to keep their people in such a state of forbearance 
and quiet, as, Avhen I look back, fills me Avith astonishment ; 

VOL. II. JI 
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but noi 'nth wtonubment only Tbmr in«nt* on that oc«. 
noDocght not to bo forgotten j nor nil tb^, irbeu Englab* 
men come to rocoUect tbemtelTw. I am inro it nrr far 
more pwrocr to bar© called them forth, and ptra thro the 
tbanks of both Houaea of Pari taro ent, than to hare auffmd 
thoae trorthj cleTgjrmon, and erccUent cttirciu, to bo honted 
into holes and comert, 'whilat iro oro making IoT*imndtd 
inquifitionj into the number of their people , ni if a tolerat- 
ing principle ms nerer to imjvnil, nnie« m nro tctj ture 
that only a fev could poaaiblj take adrantago of it But 
fndeod ire oro not jvt mil recorcred of our fnght Our 
reason, I trust, nil rctam nth onr secimty ) and this un- 
fortunate temper nil pau orer hte a cloud- 

Gcntlemen, I bare now laid before you a few of thormons 
for taking awar the Doaallica of the act of 1(0)0, and for 
refonng to cstauUsh tWn on fho notous rc^nitition of 17S0. 
Becaaso I would not mficr anything which may be fer tout 
eatieftction to escape, permit mo just to touch cm the ol^ce- 
tions urged against our act and our rrsolrr*. and intended 
os a ^OBtideatum of tbe notcoe© odmd to both Houses 
** Parijoniont/' ther awert, “ m* loo hasty, and they ought, m 
BO essestml and alarming a change, to haro proceeded with 
a thr greater degree of (Miheraticm " The nurct coutraiy 
Poriiament was too slow TTbey took fourscoro year* to de- 
Uberato cm the rcpccd of an act which ought not to hare 
surriTed a second session ^Vhen at length, after a procrav 
tmation of near a eentury, tho bosmef# was taken up, it 
proceeded in the most publie manner, by the ordinary stages, 
and as slowly as a law so crideatJy nght as to bo renired 
by none would naturally adrance IIw it been read three 
times m ono day, we should hare shown only a beromrog 
readiness to recognise, by protection, tho undoabted dutiful 
bchariour of those w h om wo had but too long nnnished f»>r 
offcTtcra of prctumption or coniecture But far what end 
was that bill to Unger beyond the nmal period of an unoo* 
poaed mcamreP Was it to be delayed until a rsbhV us 
fedinburgh should dictate to tho church of Knclaml wh^ 
taeofui* of pen«eent/on wat fitting for hrr aafrl.r? B ai It 
to bo adjourned untQ a fanatical force eouM be con*wti^l w 
London, sutHcicnt to frighten us out of all cur iden* of jh bty 
and josttcc ? ^Vero we to wait for the profound Jpeturrs oo 
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the reason of state, ecclesiastical and political, wliicli the 
Protestant Association have since condescended to read to 
ns ? Or 'were we, seven hundred peers and commoners, the 
only persons ignorant of the ribald invectives which occupy 
the place of argument in those remonstrances, which every 
man of common observation had heard a thousand times 
over, and a thousand times over had despised ? All man had 
before heard what they have to say; and all men at this 
day know what they dare to do ; and, I trust, all honest men 
are equally influenced by the one, and by the other. 

But they tell us, that those our fellow-citizens, whose 
chains we have a little relaxed, are enemies to liberty and 
our free constitution. — Not enemies, I presume, to their oton 
liberty. And as to the constitution, until we give them 
some share in it, I do not know on what pretence we can 
examine into their opinions about a business in which they 
have no interest or concern. But after all, are we equally 
sure, that they are adverse to our constitution, as that our 
statutes are hostile and destructive to them ? Por my part, 
I have reason to believe, their opinions and inclinations in 
that respect are various, exactly like those of other men : 
and if they lean more to the crown than I, and than many 
of you think tee ought, we must remember, that he who aims 
at another’s life, is not to be surprised if he flies into any 
sanctuary that will receive him. The tenderness of the exe- 
cutive power is the natural asylum of those upon whom the 
laws have declared war : and to complain that men are in- 
clined to favour the means of theinown safety, is so absurd, 
that one forgets the injustice in the ridicule. 

I must fairly tell you, that, so far as my principles are 
concerned, (principles that I hope will 'only depart with my 
last breath,) I have no idea of a liberty unconnected with 
honesty and justice. Nor do I believe, that any good con- 
stitutions of government, or of freedom, can find it necessary 
for their security to doom any part of the people to a per- 
manent slavery. Such a constitution of freedom, if such can 
be, is in effect no more than another name for the tyranny 
of the strongest faction ; and factions in republics have been, 
and are, full as capable as monarchs, of the most cruel op- 
pression and injustice. It is but too true, that the love, and 
even the very idea, of genuine liberty is extremely r'”’" ^ It 
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j8 tnt too true, that tbero are many, wboad whole *±emo of 
freedom !■ made up of pndo, perveracneta, and maolence 
Thej^ fed tbourtolTP* in a atate of tbraldoia, they unigine 
tliat their aouZa are cooped and cahmed m, iiieM tboj hare 
tome man, or eome bod^ of men, dependent on their mercy 
This desire of hftTmg tome ono below them deseenda to tho«« 
who are the yery lowert of alh—find a iSvteftaat cobbler, 
debtred by his poverty, bat exalted by hii aharo of tho raling 
cbnrchjfcela a prjda m knowing it la "by hiagenerotityalooc, 
that the peer, whose footman’a^tep Ke mfaiurcs, ia able to 
keep hit chaplain irom a ^aih Thia durp^ticai ia the tree 
aoorco of the poasion, which many men, in very hmnblo hfo, 
hare taken to the American war Omt fnh_;ccta m America j 
orr colotuosj o*r dependants. Thia loat of party-power h 
the liber^ they hungrr and thirai for, and tbU Syren aonj 
of amblhott has channed ear*, that ono would hare thought 
were norer oijpmixcd to that tort of music. 

Thif way of yfreacriJise iAe etfteent <r*d 

yeaeref cfetenpttwu, dignified by tbo mao of reason of atate, 
and eecnnty for eoaatuutiooa and coTomonreoltba, h nothing 
bettor at bottom, than tho tniamble {fiTentkm of an nngC' 
oeroua ambthoo, which would Him hold the tarred trust of 
power, without any of tho nrtuea or any of tho cncrgica that 
giro a btlo to it : a receipt of policy, made up of a drteatable 
compo u nd of malice, cowardice, and slolfa They would 
gorcra men against their wQl j bot in that rcOTroment they 
would be dtacharf^ from tho eicroso of Tigilancc, provi- 
dence, and fortitnw] and Ibcrcfore, that they may wot on 
tbeu* watch, they consent to toko aotne ooo dinsion of the 
•ocjcty into portncnhip of tho lyrtnny orer tho rest Hat 
let pon’mment, m what fottn it may bo, comprehend the 
whom m ita joaticr, and rcatnun tho lurpinona by ita nri* 
lan«, let it fcoqp waidi and ward, let it diKtmrr by its 
sagacity, and punuh by its Crronrr% all delinquency against 
Its power, wbcncTcrdrlmqneucyeilsta m the orert arts j ana 
then it bo as safe oa errt Ood and nature intended it 
ahoald bo Cnmea are thoacta oftatiindualsandnot of ^ 
ncrtBlnatioufl ; and therefore arbitrarily to cla»i tnm uodrf 
general d^fW^ptloa« la order to prosmbo and nunuhtbea 
in tho lump for a presnined doUnquener, of wbwh prriisp 
but a part, perhaps none at all, are guilty, is indeed a com 
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pendious metliod, aud saves a "world of trouble about proof ; 
but sucb a method, instead of being law, is an act of unnatu- 
ral rebellion against the legal dominion of reason and justice ; 
and this vice, in any constitution that cntertauis it, at one 
time or other ^viIl certainly bring on its ruin. 

"We are told that this is not a religious persecution ; and 
its abettors are loud in disclaiming all severities on account 
of conscience. Very fine indeed! Then let it be so; they 
are not persecutors ; they are only tyrants. "With all my 
heart. 1 am perfectly indiflerent concernmg the pretexts up- 
on which we torment one another : or wliether it bo for the 
constitution of tlie church of England, or for the constitu- 
tion of the state of England, that people choose to make 
their fellow-creatures •wretched. When we were sent into 
a place of autborit)% you that sent us had yourselves but 
one commission to give. You could give us none to "wrong 
or oppress, or even to suft'er an)”^ hind of oppression or "wrong, 
on any grounds whatsoever ; not on political, as in the aifairs 
of America ; not on commercial, as in those of Ireland ; not 
in chil, as in the laws for debt ; not in religious, as in the 
statutes against Protestant or Catholic dissenters. The 
diversified but connected fabric of universal justice is well 
cramped and bolted "together in all its parts : and depend 
upon it, I never have employed, and I never shall employ, 
any engine of power which may come into my hands "to 
"wrench it asunder. All shall stand, if I can help it, and all 
shfdl stand connected. After all, "to complete this work, 
much remains to be done ; much in the East, much in the 
West. But, great as the work is, if our "^dll be ready, our 
powers are not deficient. 

Since you have sufiered me to trouble you so much on this 
subject, permit me, gentlemen, to detain you a little longer. 
I am indeed most solicitous to give you perfect sa"tisfaction. 
I find there are some of a better and softer nature than the 
persons with whom I have supposed myself in debate, 
who neither think ill of the act of relief, nor by any means 
desire the repeal ; yet who, not accusing but lamenting what 
was done, on account of the consequences, have frequently 
expressed their -wish, that the late act had never been made. 
Some of this description, and persons of worth, I have 
met with in this city. They conceive, that the prejudices. 
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Thitercr tbey might be, of * part of the people, ernght 
iwt to htre been ihoekedj that tbeir opinions ought to 
hare been prenonsly taken, and much attended to , and that 
thereby the late homd Kent* aught baro been prerenteA 

I confiai, mp notion* aro widely diffenmt ; and I neret 
wa* lets Kirry for anj action of my life I like the bill the 
better, on account of the orenta of all kind* that fbUoi^ 
iL It Tcbertd the real tuflewr* t it ftrengthcoed the rtatc , 
and, br the duorden that entueci, we had dear endenco 
there larked a temper aomewhere, which ought not to be foa- 
tered by the law* Xo iQ coneeqacncre whatorcr could be 
attnbared to tb© act jteelH e know beforehand, or we 
were poorly instructed, that toleration i* odious to the in- 
tolerant 1 freedom to oppressors, property to robbers , and all 
kandi and degrees of prosperity to cnnouiv 'We knew, 
that all tbeao kinds of men would gladly prntiff their erfl 
diiposTtions under the sanction of law and rrhgioc, if they 
could if they could not, yet, to make way to tbcir object^ 
they would do tbeir utmost to tabrert all rtlcpon and all 
law Tha we certainly know Bert knowing tmi, i# there 
any reason, because thierea break in and steal and thus 
bring detriment to you, and draw rum on thctaselvT*, that I 
am to be sorry that you are m powsswu of shop*, and of 
wan?hoaact,andof wholesome law* to protect them r ^rcytm 
to build no houses, because desperatemen may pall tbem down 
upon their own b«ds P Or, if a maligoant wn-teh will cut 
ms own throat because ho sec* Ton gire thn* to the ncc ts - 
dtoo* and ilcscmnp. shall hi* deslrDCtion be attributed to 
your chanty, and not to hi* own deplorable madness P If we 
repent of our good actwos, what, I pray you, U left for oor 
fault* and folliM ? It i* not the beneficence tbo laws, it fi 
the imnalural temper which beneficence can fnt and soor, 
th"t IS to bo lamentei It t* tbi* temper which, by *11 mlional 
mean*, ought to bo sweetened ana conrcteil If froward 
men ohoiud refure this cure, can they ntiate anything but 
tbemselTC* f Doe* cril so tract upon pood, as nM only to 
retard its motion, bat to change lU nature? If it can » 
operate, then good men will alwar* he in the power of toe 
bad} and nrtue, bya dreadful ivretw of order, tnuit Iwun- 
der perpetual suWection and bondacr to Tjoe . 

As to the opinion of the people, which some think, m roc*» 
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cases, is to be implici% obeyed; nearly two years’ tranquillity, 
wbich followed the act, and its instant imitation in Ireland, 
proved abundantly, that the late lioiTiblc spirit was, in a 
OTeat measure, the effect of insidious art, and perverse in- 
dustry, and gross misrepresentation. But suppose that the 
dislike had been much more deliberate, amt much more 
general than I am persuaded it was — When we know, tliat 
the opinions of even the greatest multitudes are the standard 
of rectitude, I shall think myself obliged to make tlioso 
opinions the masters of my conscience. But if it may bo 
doubted whether Omnipotence itself is competent to alter 
the essential constitution of right and wrong, sure J. am, 
that such things, as 'they and 1, are possessed of no Bueli 
power. ISo man carries further than I do the policy of 
making government pleasing to the people. But the widest 
range of this politic complaisance is confined within the 
limits of justice. I would not only conmU.thQ ivlerast of 
the people, but I would cheerfully gratify tlieir humour.s, 
Te are all a sort of children that must be soothed and 
managed. - 1 think I am not austere or formal in my nature, 
I would bear, I would even myself play my part in any in- 
nocent buffooneries, to divert them. But 1 never will act 
the tyrant for their amusement. If they will mix malice in 
their sports, I shall never consent to throw them any living, 
sentient creature Avhatsoever, no, not so muchas a Intling, to 
torment. 

“But if I profess all this impolitic stubbornnC'S, I may 
chance never to be elected into parliament.” It is certainly 
not pleasing to be put out of tbe public .service. But I wish 
to be a member of parliament, to have my share of doing 
good and r&sistins’ eviL It rrouli therefore be absurd to re- 
nonnee mv obieets. in ozder to obtain xnr .seat. I 


myself indeed most srossiy. if I had not much rather pass 
theremninder of mv life bidden in thereoes-e= of tbe deepest 
ohse nril v . feedina: tnv mind e^en witb the visions and jms- 
gkistions of sneb things, tban to be ^placed ym tbe most 

the nraniiee of an. wbieb can make the greatoy ^sitnatmn any 
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ert help to great and landable deiign*. If I hare had kit 
ahare m any meature pring qmet to pnrate pn^terty and 
pnrato eonaaence , if ^ my Tote I have aided in •ecrmng 
to iamllie* tlie beat poMeeaion, peace , if I hare joined m re- 
conciling kmg* to their aubf«i«,find atib|ectB to their pnncej 
if I hare aaaiated to Joo*en thefore^ holdings of the atheo, 
and taught him to look for hia protection to the lawi of hif 
conntry^ and for hi* comfort to the good irill of hu coentry 
men ;-Af I hare thoa taken my part with the beet of men m 
the best of then actioni, I can abut the book ; — I might 
imh to read a page or two mote— bnt this la enongh for mf 
meaiuio. — I have not Itred in Tam, 

And noTT, gentlemen, on this eerron* day, when I come, as 
it were, to make np my aeconnt with you, let me tnVw to 
mptelf Bome degree of honest pndo on the nature of the 
charges that ore against me. I do not here stand before yon 
acenied of ren^ty, or of neglect of du^ It a not said, 
that, m the Iom period of my eemce, I tare m a iingle in- 
stance lacnflcedttie alighteat of yonr mterefte to my ambdocm, 
or to my fortune. It is not alleged, that to eniti^ any 
anger or tereage of my own, or of my party, I haTe had a 
ihm in wronging or oppremig enj doenphon of men, or 
any one man in any dwenphon. I?oI tbe eharge* aga;^ 
me are all of one kmd, that 1 hare poahod iho prmmmcs of 
general justice and beaerolence too far, further than a 
eaiittoni policy would warrant, end farther than the 
opmions of many would go along with mo —la erery acci- 
dent which may happen uutmgh bfe, in pain, in sorrow, m 
depression, and distress — I wiU call to mmd this aceuiatian ; 
and be oomfortod 

Gentlemen, I submit the whole to your judgment Mr 
Mayor, I thank you for the trouMe yon havo taken on this 
oocauon ; in yemr state of health, it is portioalarly obliging 
If this company abonld think it adnaable for me to with- 
draw, I shah respectfully retirej if you think otherwise, I 
■hwl? go directly to thecotmed boose and to the ’chaiige,flj>d, 
■withont a moment s delay, begin my canrast. 
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Bristol, Septemher 6, 1780. 

At a great and respectable meeting of the friends of En* 
MUiTD Bijeee, Esq., held at the G-uildhall this day ; 

The Eight 'Worshipful the hlayor in the chair : 

Eesolved, That Mr. Enrke, as a representative for this 
city, has done all possible honour to himself as a senator 
and a man, and that we do heartily and honestly approve of 
his conduct, as the result of an enlightened loyalty to his 
sovereign ; a warm and zealous love to his country, through 
its widely-extended empire ; a jealous and watchful ea,re of 
the liberties of his fellow-subjects ; an enlarged and liberal 
rmderstanding of our commercial interest ; a humane atten- 
tion to the circumstances of even the lowest ranks of the 
community ; and a truly wise, politic, and tolerant spirit, in 
supporting the national church, with a reasonable indul- 
gence to all who dissent from it : and we wish to express 
the most marked abhorrence of the base arts which have 
been employed, without regard to truth and reason, to mis- 
represent his eminent services to his country. 

Eesolved, That this resolution be copied out, and signed 
by the chairman, and be by him presented to hfr. Burke, as 
the fullest expression of the respectful and grateful sense 
we entertain of his merits and services, public and private, 
to the citizens of Bristol, as a man and a representative. 

_ Eesolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to the 
right worshipful the Mayor, who so ably and worthily pre- 
sided in this meeting. 

Eesolved, That it is the earnest request of this meeting to 
Mr. Burke, that he should again ofter himself a candimite 
to represent this city in parliament ; assuring him of that 
full and strenuous support which is due to the merits of so 
excellent a representative. 

This business being over, hlr. Burke went to the Ex- 
c iang(^and offered himself as a candidate in the usual man- 
ner. Jle was accompanied to the Council-house, and from 
enco to the Exchange, by a large body of most respectable 
gentlemen, amongst whom were the foEowing members of 
e corporation, nz. Mr. Mayor, Mr. Alderman Smith, Mr. 
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Aldfinnan Beano, !Mr AMermon Gordon, WilhaiQ "Wore, 
Samuel iTaDckley, John Ikleriott, John Crofte, Lerj- Ami«t, 
John Tiahor "Woore. Beiyattan Jjoocombe, Ptulip Protberoc, 
Samuel Span, Joseph Smith, Richard Bri^t, and John I>o* 
hlo, Eeqmre*. 


SPEECH AT BRISTOL, 

05 DECmnHO TOB POU- 

1780 

Brutd, Satwrii^, Sept 9, 1780. 

This ttomjn^ the ihenff and oandidatea uaemhled 0 
ufual at the Ooazia£I>hoa«e, and £roffl thence pr oce eded 
to GnildhaTL Proclamaticiii hemg made for the deetors 
to appear and tbem Totta, Mr Bitbie stood fcmrard 
on the busting*, aur r om ided by a great number of the 
corporetion and other praiQipal cntaxens, and oddreaed 
himeelf to the whole assembly as foUowi 

GEjmjQtBir, 

I dedme the election. — It has errer been my nilfl 
through lifa, to obeerre a proportion betireen my efforts ind 
my objects I hare nerer been remarlaLble for a bold, 
actrvo, and aangmne pursuit of adyantages that are personal 
to myeelf 

I Iiaye not eanyaseed the whole of thia city in fono Bn* 
I haye taken such a view of it as aatnfiea mj own mind, that 
your choice will not ultimately fall upon me. Tour aty, 
gentlemen, is in a state of mise^le datourtiont and I am w* 
Bolrod to withdraw whatorer share my pretensions may bare 
bad in its unhappy diTisiona, I hare not been m naste , 
I haye tried all prudent means , I hare waited for the effect 
of an confangoicies. If I wore fond of a conteat by the 

of my numerous friends, (whom you know to » 



ox Br.CTilKlXO THE rOTJi. 


171 


among the most weighty and rcspcclahlc people of the cit}'-,) 
I have the means of a sharp one in my hands. But I thought 
it far hotter with my strength uns])cnt, and my reputation 
unimpaired, to do, early and from foresight, that which I 
might ho ohligcd to do from necessity at last. 

1 am not in the least surprised, nor in the least angry at 
this liew of things. I have read the hook of life for a long 
time, and I have read other hooks a little. Nothing has 
happened to me, hut what has happened to men much hotter 
than me, and in times and in nations full as good as the age 
and country that we live in. To s.ay that I am no way con- 
cerned, would he neither decent nor true. Tlic representa- 
tion of Jjrisfol was an ohjcct on many accounts dear to mo ; 
and I certainly should very far prefer it to any other in the 
kingdom. i\Iy hahits arc made to it ; and it is in general 
more unpleasant to he rejected after long trial, than not to 
he chosen at all. 

But, gentlemen, I will see nothing except your former kind- 
ness, and I nnll give way to no other sentiments than those 
of gratitude. From the hottoin of my heart I thank you for 
what you have done for me. You have given me a long term, 
which is now expired. I have nerfonned the conditions, and 
enjoyed all the profits, to the full ; and I now suiTcudcr your 
estate into your hands, without being in a single tile or a 
single stone impaired or wasted hy my use. I have served the 
public for fifteen years. I have served you in particular for 
six. 'V\niat is passed is well stored. It is safe, and out of 
the power of lortunc. "Wliat is to come, is in wiser hands 
than ours ; and He, in whose hands it is, best Icnows whether 
it is best for you and me that I should he in parliament, or 
even in the world. 

Grentleinen, the melancholy event of yesterday reads to us 
an awful lesson against being too much ti’ouhled about any 
of the objects of ordinary ambition. The worthy gentleman,* 
who has been snatched from us at the moment of the elec- 
tion, and in the middle of the contest, whilst his desires 
as warm and his hopes as eager as ours, has feelingly told 
us, what shadows we are, and what shadows we pursue. _ 

It has been usual for a candidate who declines, to take ms 
leave hy a letter to the sherifls ; hut I received your trust 

' Mr. Ck)ombc. 
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in the fiw® of dnj, and m tb© &ce of day I accept jonr da- 
nmticnL I am not,— I am not at all aaWned to look igwn 
Tcm } nor cun xnj preoenco diaeompose tlie order of bniiDeB 
here. I humbly and reepectfoUj take my leare of the thenfi^^ 
the candidatea, and the doctora , wiabme heartQT that the 
choice may be for the beat, at a bine which ealla, if orer tnoe 
did cal], for Bemee that n not nommaL It la no plarthuig 
yon are about. I tremble when I connder the trost 1 hare 
prefumed to aak. I confided perhapa too mnch in my m- 
tenbona. Thw were really fur and npnght , and I am hold 
to tay, that I aak no fli thing for yon, when on parfang 
from true p1*gft I pray that whomorerrou chooeo to ancceed 
m^ ho may reaemhle me exactly m all thinga, except m my 
abmtiea to aerre, and my fartnne to pleaae yom 


SPEECH 


ON THE ITEST OE DECEMBEE, 1783, 

DPON 

THE QUESTION FOB THE SFEAHER’s LEAVING THE OHAIE, IN ORDER FOR 
THE HOUSE TO RESOLVE ITSELF INTO A COMMITTEE, ON 

ME. POX’S EAST-INDIA BELL. 

Speajceb, 

I thank you for pointing to me. I really wished 
much to engage your attention in an early stage of the de- 
bate. I have been long very deeply, though perhaps ineffec- 
tually, engaged in the preliminary inquiries, 'which have 
contmued -without intermission for some years. Though I 
have felt, with soriie degree of sensibib’ty, the natural and 
inevitable impressions of the several matters of fact, as they 
have been successively disclosed, I have not at any time at- 
tempted to trouble you on the merits of the subject ; and 
very little on any of the points which incidentally arose in 
the course of our proceedings. But I should he sorry to he 
found ■totally silent upon this day. Our inquiries are now 
come to their final issue ; — It is now to be determined 
whether the three years of laborious parliamentary research, 
whether the twenty years of patient Indian suffering, are to 
produce a substantial reform in our Eastern administra-tion ; 
or whether our knowledge of the grievances has abated our 
zeal for the correction of them, and our very inquiry into 
the e-vil was only a pretext to elude the remedy, which is 
demanded from us by humanity, by justice, and by every 
principle of true policy. Depend upon it, this business can- 
not be indifferent to our fame. It will turn out a matter of 
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ffTBflt diigrace, or great gbiy, to the irtolo nttioiL 

Wo are on a cxmapicnoufl ind the Torld mark* onr 

dotneancrtrr 

I am tliereforo a lattlo concorood to pcreeivo tbo «pint and 
temper m 'urtuh the deboto b*a been ifl, along portnod upon 
on© ndo of the Hera*©. Tbo declamation of the gentlemen 
■who oppoaa tbo bill baa been abundant and veboment , bat 
tber rare been Te*erved and erm eflent about the fitn« or 
imdtneM of the plan to attain tbo direct object it bis m 
Tiaw Bj some gentlemen it u taken tip (by way of ezermso 
I premme) a* a point of law on a qocition of prirate pro- 
peaiy, and corpomte finncln*© by otbera it i* regardea a* 
the petty mtngne of a faction at court, and argued merely 
aa it tenda to aet thu man a bttle bigber, or that a bttio 
lower, in aitnation and power All the reid has been fQled 
with inrectareB agamst txmlition, with aliosion* to tbo low 
of America , with the actinly and maefanty of mnuatei*- 
Tbo total nlence of these gentlemen concerruEig tbo mtmft 
and welbbemg of tbo people of India, and coneanung tbe 
mterert which tbia nation ^ m tbe commerce and rerenoca 
of that country, la a a^ng indicatron of the Tslae which 
they eet upon then objecta. 

it has been a little nainfol to me to obaerre tbo minuian 
into this important deoato of auch company a* jao varrtjUo, 
and man^fwnti, and cfrUoran , a* if we were on a trial about 
m&yoiB and aldermen, capital bnrgoaset ; or engaged m 
a auit concerning tbo boron^ of Ponryn, or Baltaib, or St. 
Ireo, or Bt. Mawoa. Gentlemen bare argued with ai mueb 
beat and paanon, as if the ftrat things m tbo world were at 
stake , and their topic* are auch ns Wong only to matter of 
the lowest and meanest Ltigabon. It is not nght, it i* not 
wnrtby of na, m this manner to depreciato tbo rnlue, to degrade 
the majesty, of this grave ddibcration of policy snd cmpirt 

For my part, I hare thought myself bound, when a matt» 
of tbia extraordirtary weight came before me, not to eonndcr 
(as some gentlemen are so fond of doing) whether tbe bill 
onginated from a secretory of state for the borne dopartment, 
or from a secretary for tbe foreign, Irom a mirdfter of in- 
fluence, or a minister of the people , from Jacob, or from 
EaatL* I asked myself, and I asked myself nothing else, 

> An sDiukiamatls by Mr PosU. 




tteani of goreming Glreat Bntam tU, a gnnmd ii laid for 
their eteniai eepeumtion , but none for ■w^amg the people 
of that ooanti^ to our conafatntion- I am hourver fkr from 
being pertuaded that tmj tudi uwompatibility of mtercat 
does at ell enat. On the co n tr ar y, I am certain that 
erery meana, effectual toproeerre Inoin from op p re aau m, it 
a gimrd to prceeiv'e the Bntnh conatitutioii from jt» iront 
Corruption- To ahow thia, I inn consider the objectiaiu, 
■which I tbmk are four 

1st, ThatthBbniitanaitaAonthecharterednghtaafinen 
2dly, Tlat it Increase* the influence of the orown- 
Sdly, That it doe* %ai mere**©, but dimuusbc*, the influ- 
ence of tbe crown, in order to promote the interetta of 
certain znimsterB snd their per^ 
dthly, That it deeply affects the national credit. 

As to the first of these ob^ecticins ) I mutt obserre that tbe 
phraae of " the chartarod nghta men'' u full of affectn* 
ton , and thtj unusual in the diecnsuon of pmik^e* con- 
ferred by diartera of the present description. But rt is noi 
difficult to diacorer what end that ambiguous mode of expreS' 
con, »o often reiterated, a meant to answer 
Ibe ngbta of men, that la to say, tbe natural n|ht« of 
xnanhmd, are indeed sacred thmgi i and if any pubbo mea- 
sure ia prored inischievoualy to affect them, tw objection 
ou]g^ to bo fatal to that mcasoro, even if no charter at tH 
k Qomd be set up sgamxt it. If thi^ natural rights are fur- 
^ther affirmed and declared by e ipi c M corenants, if they are 
^ dearly defined and tecoied agai^ chicane, agomat powtr, 
and anthon^, by written intr^um^tM and posjtlre engage- 
ments, they are m a s^ better condition they jpartako not 
only of the sanctity of the object so secured, but of that »o- 
pubbo farth itoclfl which ae c ur cs an of sudi im- 

portance. iideod this formal re«?gQitum, by the S OT cr ei gi 
power, of an original right m tbe simject, can nerer bo suV 
verted, but by rooting up tbe boldmg, radical pnndplea of 
gor em in ept, and even of society lUelt Tbe chartcra, ■rblch 
•we call by dabnction ^reet, aro nubbe mstrameuts of thw 
natures I mean tbe charters of King John and Kong Henry 
tbe Third, The thln^ aecured by these mstnunenta may, 
without any decoitfal ambigmty, be rery fitly called tbe cl^ 
teTvJ r^hU ^ men. 
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These charters have made the very name of a charter dear 
•to the heart of every Englishman. — But, Sir, there may he, 
and there are charters, not only different in nature, but formed 
on principles the very reverse of those of the gi’eat charter. 
Of this kind is the charter of the East-India Company. 
Magnet Gharfa is a charter to restrain power, and to de- 
stroy monopoly. The East-India charter is a charter to 
establish monopoly, and to create power. Political power and 
commercial monopoly are not the rights of men ; and the 
rights to them derived from charters, it is fallacious and so- 
phistical to call “ the chartered rights of men.” These char- 
tered rights (to speak of such charters and of their effects in 
terms of the greatest possible moderation) do at least suspend 
the natm’al rights of mankind at large ; and in their very frame 
and constitution are liable to fall into a direct violation of 
them. 

It is a charter of this latter description (that is to say, a 
charter of power aud monopoly) which is affected by thebilL 
before you. The biU, Sir, does, without question, affect it ; it 
does affect it essentially and substantially. But having stated 
to you of what description the chartered rights are which 
this biU touches, I feel no difficulty at all m acknowledging 
the existence of those chartered rights in their fullest extent. 
They belong to the Company in the surest manner ; and they 
are secured to that bony by every sort of public sanction. 
They are stamped by the faith of the king ; they are stamped 
by the faith of parliament ; they have been bought for money, 
for money honestly and- fairly paid ; they have been bought 
for valuable consideration, over and over again . 

I therefore freely admit to the East-India Company their 
claim to exclude their fellow-subjects from the commerce of 
half the globe. I admit their claim to administer an annual 
territorial revenue of seven millions sterling ; to command 
an army of sixty thousand men; and to dispose (under 
the control of a sovereign, imperial discretion, and ivith the 
due observance of the natural and local law) of the lives arid 
fortunes of thirty millions of their fellow-creatures. All 
this they possess by charter, and by acts of parliament, (in 
my opinion,) without a shadow of controversy. 

Those who carry the rights and claims of the Company the 
furthest, do not contend for more than this ; and all this I 
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freely grant Bat Branting all tlia, thty mart grout to too 
in my turn, that all polituail power wtjcii la orer men, 
and that ell pnnlego churned or foermsed m eidonon of 
them, being wholly ortiSaal, and for so modi a derogaticii 
firom the natoml equality of TM^Vind at Urge, ought to bo 
SQittO -Kty or other eierciKd ultunately for their benefit. 

If this » true with regard to erory ipeciei of political do 
iruTuon, and erery deomption of commcrcaal priribgo, none 
of which can be anginciX aelf-denved right*, or grant* for 
the mere pnrato benefit trf the holden, then aucb rights, or 
pririlegw, or whatercr else you dioose lo call them, are sll 
lu the strictest sense a tnut , nd it is of the Tory eteenco of 
eroiy tmst to be rendered aenmniabit , and evea total^ to 
e«*e, whan it substsntiaDy Tune* from the purpooei for 
which alone it could hare a lawful emitence. 

This I concore. Sir, to bo true of trusts of power Tested 
m the highest hands, and of such as seem to hold of no 
human creature But about the appbeation of this pnnaplo 
to fubordmate, dentalitt trusts, I do not wo bow a contro- 
rosy can be murptnmftd Xo whom then would I make the 
Eoft-India Company accountable P "Why, to parhament, to 
be rare i to paruament from wbieh tbeir truit wo* denrra , 
to parliament, which alone is capable of comprobendmg the 
magnitude of its object, and its abase , and aJeme copable of 
an effectual lemslatir© remedy The rery charter, which Is 
held out to eidude parliament from correctim; malTcrsation 
with regard to the fugh trust Tested m the Company, is the 
very thing which at ouco giree a title and imposes on us a 
duty to interfere with effect, whererer perwer and authority 
ongmating from oarselTO* ore perrerted from their porpoect, 
and become instruments of inrong and nolencc 

If pariiament, Sir, had nothing to do with thu charter, we 
might hart) some eort of Epicurean oxeuso to stand aloof, hr* 
different spectators of what passes in the Company’s name in 
Toitiix and in London. But if we aro the Tory cause of the 
eril, we aro in a special manner engaged to tho redrcM , and 
for us poisirolr to bear with oppressonj committed under 
the Pinction of our own aulbonty, is m truth and reason for 
this Ilouee to be an sctire accompboo m the abuse. 

That the power, notonously, grossly abused, fits bem 
bought from us, Is very certain. But this cimimsUnce, 
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•wliicTi is urged against tlie bill, becomes an additional motive 
for our interference j lest ue should be tbongbt to have sold 
the blood of milbona of men, for the base consideration of 
money. We sold, I admit, all that we bad to sell; that is, 
our authority, not our control. We bad not a right to 
make a market of our duties. 

I ground myself therefore on this principle — that if the 
abuse is proved, the contract is broken and we re-enter 
iuto all our rights; that is, into the exercise of all our duties. 
Our own authority is indeed as much a trust originally, as 
the Company’s authority is a trust derivatively ; and it is the 
use we make of the resumed power that must justify or con- 
demn us in the resumption of it. When we have perfected 
the plan laid before us by the right honourable mover, the 
world will then see what it is we destroy, and what it is we 
create. By that test we stand or fall ; and by that test I 
trust that it will be found in the issue, that we are going to 
supersede a charter abused to the full extent of aU the powers 
which it could abuse, and exercised in the plenitude of despot- 
ism, tyranny, and corruption; and that in one and the same 
plan, we provide a real chartered security for the rights of 
men, cruelly violated under that charter. 

Tliis hid, and those connected with it, are intended to form 
the Magna Charta of Hindostan. Wliatever the treaty of 
Westphalia is to the liberty of the princes and free cities of 
the empire, and to the three religions there professed — 
Whatever the great charter, the statute of tallege, the peti- 
tion of right, and the declaration of right, are to Great Britain, 
these bills are to the people of India. Of this benefit, I am 
> certain, their condition is capable ; and when I knbw that 
they are capable of more, my vote shall most assuredly be for 
our giiTug to the full extent of their capacity of receiving ; 
and no charter of dominion shall stand as a bar in my way to 
their charter of safe^ and protection! 

The strong admission I have made of the Company’s rights 
(I- am conscious of it) binds me to do a great deal. I do not 
presume to condemn those who argue a priori, against the 
propriety of leaving such extensive pohtical powers in the 
hands of a company of merchants. I know much is, and 
much more may be, said against such a system. But, with 
my particular ideas and sentiments, I cannot go that way to 
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wort I fbel an msupemblo rdiictonee m giTmg my to 
dertroy anv Mtablished mrtitutum of Rorenmieiit, upon a 
theory, bcrWoTer planaiblo it may be My eiponeneo m life 
teachw me nothing dew npon the anloect. I hare kxKnm 
merchantB with the aentimenta and the abilitiet of great 
Btateamen , and I hare aeon penoca m the rank of itatea* 
men, with the conceptiotii and chnmeteri of pedlan In- 
deed, my oheorratiCFn haa feermahed me with nothin" a 
to be found m any habita of life or education, whwh tendi 
wholly to diaqnalify men for the fonctioni of gOTernment, 
hot that by which the power of exercising tboee iimctlaiii u 
rery fic^jnently obtain^ I mean a spirit and habits of low 
cehal and mtngue , wbmh I hare nercr, in rmw instance, acen 
muted with a capacity for aonnd and manly pobor 
To juitify ns in taking the admuustntian of ^cir afiain 
out of the hands of the Eoft-India Comply, on my pnnapfei, 
I must aee eererol conditions, 1st, object affected by 
the abuse shonld be great and important 2nd, The abuse 
effecting this great o%act ooght to be a great abuse. 3rd, It 
ought to be habitual, and not accidental. 4tb, It ought to bo 
ntwy incurable in the body as it now stands constituted 
All tins ought to be made aa nsiblo to me as the light of tbo 
■im, before I ahould strike off an atom of thoir d^er A 
Eight bcnourable gentleman' has said, and said I think but 
once, and that rety slightly, (wbatercr his onginal demand 
for a plan might soom to require^ that “ there are abuses 
in the Company's goremmenO’ If that were all, tho edicme 
of the moTcr of thoi bill, the scheme of ha learned friend 
and ha own scheme of refortnatum, (if ho haa any,) are all 
equally needless. There wo, and most be, abusea m all 
gorernmcnta. It amounts to no more than a nugatory pro- 
pOBitum. But heforo I consider of what nature these abuses 
are, of which the gentleman speaks so Tciy lightly, penmt 
me to recall to your rccoUectnm the map of tbo country 
which this abused chartered right affects. This I shall dd 
that yon may jndgo whether m that map I can discoTcr any- 
thing like tho first of my conditions , that is, IThetber too 
object affected by the abuao of the East-Tndia Company's 
power bo of importance ruffioently to josfiiy tbo raeasiaw 
and means of reform applied to it in this blU. 

' Mr PUL 
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'With Yery few, and those inconsiderahle, intervals, the 
British dominion, either in the Company’s name, or in the 
names of princes absolutely dependent upon the Company, 
extends from the mountains that separate India from Tartary, 
to Cape Comorin, that is, one and twenty degrees of latitude ! 

In the northern parts it is a sohd mass of land, about 
eight hundred miles in length, and four or five hundred 
broad. As you go southward, it becomes narrower for a space. 
It afterwards dilates ; hut, narrower or broader, you possess 
the whole eastern and north-eastern coast of that vast coun- 
try, quite from the borders of Pegu. — Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orissa, with Benares, (now unfortimately in our immediate 
possession,) measure 161,978 square English miles ; a terri- 
tory considerably larger than the whole kingdom of Prance. 
Oude, with its dependent provinces, is 63,286 square miles, 
not a great deal less than England. The Carnatic, with 
Tanjore and the Circars, is 65,948 square miles, very con- 
siderably larger than England ; and the whole of the Com- 
pany’s dominions, comprehending Bombay and Salsette, 
amQunts to 281,412 square miles ; which forms a territory 
larger than any European dominion, Eussia and Turkey ex- 
cepted. Through all that vast extent of country there is not 
a man who eats a mouthful of rice, but by permission of the 
East-India Company. 

So far with regard to the extent. The population of this 
great empire is not easily to be calculated. "When the coun- 
tries, of which it is composed, came into our possession, they 
Were all eminently peopled, and eminently productive; though 
at that time considerably declined from their ancient pros- 
perity. But, since they are come into our hands ! ! 

However, if we make the period of our estimate immediately 
before the utter desolation of the Carnatic, and if we allow 
for the havoc which our government had even then made 
in these regions, we cannot, in my opinion, rate the popula- 
tion at much less than thirty millions of souls : more than 
four times the number of persons in the Island of Great 
Britain. 

My next inquiry to that of the number, is the quality and 
description of the inhabitants. This multitude of men does 
not consist of an abject and barbarous populace ; much 
less of gangs of savages, like the Guaranies and Chiquitos, 
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•who TBiider on the wnte border* of the nrer of Amtioni, 
or the Plate , bat % people for age* civilited and cultivated , 
coltrrated by all the arta of polished hie, whilst iro were yet 
m the iroods. There, have been (and still the skeletons re- 
main) prmccB once of great digm^, authority, and opulence 
There, are to he found the cht^ of trib« and nahona. 

a to be found an ancient and teneruhle pnetthood, 
the depoeitory of their lawa, learning, and bistoiy, the grade* 
of the people whilst hmig, and their consolation m death, 
a nobility of great autiquiW and renown, a moltitnde of 
atie*, not eicewod m population and trade by those of the 
first class in Europe , merchant* and banker*, mdindoal 
houae* of whom hate once ned m capital with the bank of 
England , whose credit had often supported a tottenng 
stat^ and pre*erred their goremments in the midst of war 
and desolation Tnillions of ingeuKHU mamifactarer* and 
mechames , millions of the most diligent, and not the least 
intelligent, tilien of the earth. There, are to be found almost 
all the religiCFns professed by men, the Bromunal, the Mns- 
Bulman, the EostCTn and the ’Western Christian. 

If I were to take the whole aggregate of our j>o**e**ions 
there, 1 should compare it, a* the nearest parallel I can find, 
with the empire of Germany Our immediate possession* I 
should compare with the Aostnan dominion*, and they would 
not Buffw in tho comparison- The I^abob of Ontt might 
stand for the king of rrusma, the Nabob of Aroot I would 
commre, as lupenor m temtory, and equal m rervenoe, to 
t^ Hector of Saxony. Cbeyt 8mp tho Kajah of Benares, 
might wrell rank with tho Pnneo of ilcsse, at least ; and tho 
Eajahof Tanjore, (though hardly equal in extent of dominion, 
superior in revenue,) to the Elector of Bavana. The Polv- 
gor* and tho northern Zemindar*, and other great chiett, 
might well class with tho rest of tho prince*, dnkes, counts, 
morquisses, and bishop# in tho empire , all of whom I men- 
tkm to honour, and surely without dupnrageroent to any or 
aE of those mert respectaole prmce* and grandees. 

All thi* vast masa, composed of so many order* and clat^ 
iff 1 # again infim tchr divetsiBed by mannen^ by rchjjion, 
by hereditary employment, through all their ponlhle com- 
hmatloni. This renders tho handling of India a matter in 
a high degree cntical and delicate. But oh I it ha* been 
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handled rudely indeed. Even some of the reformers seem to 
have forgot that they had anything to do hut to regulate 
the tenants of a manor, or the shopkeepers of the next 
county town. 

It is an empire of this extent, of this complicated nature, 
of this dignify and importance, that I have compared to 
Germany, and the Grerman government ; not for an exact 
resemblance, hut as a sort of a middle term, by which India 
might he approximated to our understandings, and if possible 
to our feelings ; in order to awaken something of sympathy 
for the unfortunate natives, of which I am afraid we are not 
perfectly susceptible, whilst we look at this very remote ob- 
ject through a false and cloudy medium. 

My second condition, necessary to justify me in touching 
the charter, is, AVhether the Company’s abuse of their trust, 
with regard to this great object, be an abuse of great atro- 
city. I shall beg your permission to consider their conduct 
in two lights ; fii'st the political, and then the commercial. 
Their political conduct (for distinctness) I divide again into 
two heads ; the external, in which I mean to comprehend 
their conduct in their federal capacity, as it relates to powers 
and states independent, or that not long since were such ; 
the other internal, namely, their conduct to the countries 
either immediately subject to the Company, or to those who, 
under the apparent government of native sovereigns, are in 
a state much lower, and much more miserable, than common 
subjection. 

The attention, Sir, wliich I wish to preserve to method 
will not be considered as unnecessary or affected. If othing 
else can help me to selection out of the infin ite mass of ma- 
^ terials which have passed xmder my eye; or can keep my 
mind steady to the great leading points I liave in view. 

"With regard therefore to the abuse of the external federal 
trust, I engage myself to you to make good these three 
positions : — Eirst, I say, that fi’om Mount Imaus, (or what- 
ever else you call that large range of mountains that walls 
the northern frontier of India,) where it touches us in the 
latitude of twenty-nine, to Cape Comorin, in the latitude of 
eight, that there is not a single prince, state, or potentate, 
great or small, in India, with whom they have come into 
contact, whom they have not sold. I say sold, though some- 
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tunes they lioTe not been able to debrer according to tber 
bargain. — Secondly, I say, tbafc there u irot a m^U tmtj 
they hare orer madje, rrhicb thOT hare not broketL—Xhirdly, 
I mj, that there is not a imgle jmnce or Btato» ifbo erer 
put any trust m the Company, who u not utterly rumed{ 
and that^one are m. any dej^ree s c c or e or floumiiung, hot 
m the exact proportion to their settled distmit and irrecon* 
cileable enmity to thu notton. 

Hiese fort iona are tmiTersaL I say m the fid! sense 
tpmertal They regard the external and political trost only , 
but I than proance others fuDy equimlent m the interns] 
J’or the prwent, I shall content myself with eiplaurmff 11:7 
meaning , ond if I am colled on for proof whilst these uil& 
are dep^ding, (which I beliere I shall not,) I will put my 
finger on the ^pendixea to the reports, or on papers of 
r ecord in the House, or the committees, which I hare dis- 
tinctly present to my memory, and which I think I con lay 
before yon at half an boixr’e warning 
The first potentate sold by the Company for memoy was the 
Great llogul— tho descendant of Tomerlano Inis hi^ 
parsonage, os high as human Tenenticn con look at, is by 
ereiy account amiablo m his manners, respectable for his 
mety according to his mode, end accomplishod m all the 
Oriental literohiiu. All this, and the title dented under hU 
(iusrteT, to all that we hold m India, could not sato him from 
the ^(cncral tale Honey u coined m his name ( m his nime 
justico M administered , he u pfated for m orery temple 
through the countries we po ssef s —out he was sold- 

It a impoedble, Hr Speaker, not to pause here for s 
moment, to reflect on the lOconstnnoT of human greatness, 
and the itupendoos roTolutions that liaTe happened in our 
ago of wouQCTO. Could it be beheTod wben 1 ontcrod into 
existence, or wben you, a youn^r man, wero bom, that on 
thu day, m th» House, wo should be employed m discussing 
the conduct of those Hntiah sobjocts who had dnposod of the 
power and person of the Grand JlogulP This U no idle 
■peculation. Awful Ictsons aro taught by it, and by other 
errats, of which it u not yet too late to profit 

Thu IS hardly a digrtwon, but I return to tbo sale w 
tho HoguL Two districts, Ctmih and Allahabad, out of ^ 
immeoso gronta, were reserred as a royal demesno to tho 
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donor of a kingdom, and ilio rightful povcre'^'^,^ many 
nations. — After withholding the Iribulo of ^ year, 

which tho Company was, hy the charter tit?-' received 
from this prince, under tho most solemn P‘'^3'’ 

these districts were sold to his chief , 

Dowlah ; and. what may appear to some the part ol the 
transaction, these two districts wore sold . scarcely t\yo 
years’ purchase. The descendant of Tnmerla'V,? 
need almost of the common necessaries of , in this 

situation we do not even allow him, ns bou”^3» smaUest 


portion of what we owe him injustice. „ . -p , 

The next sale was that of the whole natiod Itoliillns, 
which the grand salesman, without a iireteui*^^ quarrel, ana 
cbntrary to his omi declared sense of dutv rectitude, sold 
to the same Sujah ul Dowlah. He sold'th/- vooi>h to utter 
extirpation, for tlic sum of four hundred tf' 0 ”*''”jd pounds. 
Paithfully was the barMin performed on j 

Ehamet, the most eminent of their chiefs, 
men of his time, and ns famous throughout ,1'’° ™ 
elegance of his literature, and the spirit of 
positions, (by which he supported the name , '’ifi 
hU courage, i as invaded with an army of nu I'"”'’’'';'' ‘''™f 
men, and an English brigade. TliiJ man, dj 
ferior forces, was slain valiantly tighting county. 

His head was cut olf, and delivered formonP^ ^ bar lai inn. 
His wfe and children, persons of that ran 
ging an handful of rice through the EnS”®*^ c.amp. X lo 
whole nation, with inconsiderable exception''^’ '' ns slauglitcrec 
or banished. The country was laid Buth hro and 

sword; and that land, distinguished abov? otlwi^ by 
the cheerful face of paternal government an'^ protected labour, 
the chosen seat of cultivation and plentT’ ’f almost 

throughout a dreary desert, covered with briers, 

and jungles full of wild beasts. ' n,. 

The British officer, who commanded in delivery of the 
people thus sold, felt some compunction if employmcn . 

He represented these enormous excesses president ot 

Bengal, for which he received a severe rPPf 
civil governor; and I much doubt whethc^’/'f nurl 

hy the conflict, between the compassion P, , Uniir 
the firmness of the civil governor, he closr^ 
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ttmea tliej b«TB not bten able to deliTer accordiog to tbeir 
boigtin.--6econdlj-, I sa^, that there n not a n»^U tmty 
they hare eror made, irhich they hare not broben. — Thrrily, 
I say, that there u not a nngle pnnce or atato, -who erer 
pot any tmat m the Company, who is not utteAy routed, 
and that^one are m any decree ieoTiro or flouruning, but 
in the exact proportion to tbeir eettled distrust and irrecoo- 
cileahle cnim^ to this nation. 

These aiKrtiona are nmTcnaL I say m the full sense 
VMttendl Ther regard the ortemal and political tmat anlyj 
but I shall prodoee others fiiHy equirmlrat in the mtemaL 
jor the present, I shaD intent myaelf with explammg my 
meaning , and if I am called on for proof whilst these trills 
are depending, (which I beliere I shall not,) I will put my 
finger on the appendiies to the repcHta, or on papers of 
rewird m the Buxise, or the comnnttece, which I naro dts- 
tmctly present to my memory, and which 1 think I can lay 
before ton at half an hour’s wimmig 

The Biat potentate sold by the Ooi^ny for money was the 
Great the descendant of T^erline. Ims hirt 

personage, os high u bnmim veneration can look at, » ^ 
every account aj^ble m hu mannen, respectable fbr hu 
maty according to hts modc^ and accomplished in all the 
Oriental bterature. AD this, and the title demed under hta 
ekartrr, to all that we bold tn Indm, could not saro hun from 
the general tale Money is comod in hia name , m his name 
jnstico la adnumstered , he is prayed for m every templo 
thpoufjh the countnes wo possess— hut he waa sold. 

It IS imposaible, Mr opeoker, not to pause hero for a 
moment, to reflect on the mconstanov of human grentnesi, 
pnil the stupendoui rcvolubons that havti happened in our 
ago of wonders. Could it bo bclaoved when I entered into 
existence, or when yon, a youncer man, were bom, that on 
this day, in this House, wo sbomd be employed m discustmg 
the conduct of those British subjects who had disposed of t» 
power and person of the Qnmd ilogulP This la no idte 
tpeculabon. Awful letsons ore taught by it, and by oiber 
oventa, of which it u not jot too lato to profit. 

This IS hardly a digression; but I return to the tale of 
tho Moguh Two distncta, Corah and Allahabad, oirt of m 
immense grants, were rcserrod as a royal demesne to the 
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donor of a kingdom, nnd 

nations.-After ^dtWioldmg the tnbuio of l-.()0.0 00 a >r.n 
TvHcli the Company -ams.hy the charier Ih^' rtc ul 
from this prince! under tUc most solemn r> i 

these districts ^verc sold to Ins clncf nnmstev SvyuU ^ 
Do^lah ; and,^vhat may appear to some Ihe >vorsi pari ol Uit 
transaction, these two districts were sold for scarceh two 
' years’ purchase. The descendant of Tamerlane now slantls m 
needaMost of the common necessaries of hie; and m this 
situation we do not even allow him, as bounty, the smallest 
portion of what we owe him in jnstice. ^ 

The next sale was that of the whole nation of the Jiolnll.a^. 
which the grand salesman, without a pretence of fjiiarrel, and 
contrary to his own declared sense of duty and rectitude, sold 
to the same Sujah nl Dowlah. He sold the people to utter 
extirpation, for the sum of four hundred Ihou.s.-tiid potiiul.-*. 
PaitMuUy was the bargain performed on our side, llalir, 
Ehamet, the most eminent of their chiefs, one of (he liravest 
men of his time, and as famous throngliont the Ea.st f(»r the 
elegance of his literature, and tlie spirit of Ids poetical com- 
positions, (by which he supported the name of ilaltz.) ns for 
his courage, was invaded with an army of an hundred thousand 
men, and an English brigade. Tliis man, at tlic liead of in- 
ferior forces, was slain valiantly fighting for his count rv. 
His head was cut off, and delivered for money to a barbarian. 
His wife and children, persons of that ran];, were seen hog- 
ging an handful of rice through the English c.amp, Tim 
whole nation, with inconsiderable exceptions, was filamditered 
or banished. The country was laid waste -with ifro and 
sword; md that land, distinguished above most othens hv 
the cheerful face of paternal government and protected hibonr 
the chosen seat of cultivation and plenty, is now almost 

throughout a dreary desert, covered with rushes and hr^ei-s^ 
and jungles full of wild beasts. unti-s, 

The Bntish officer, who commanded in the delivcrv of the 
TOle thus sold felt some compunction at his cmiilhvmont 
He represented these enormous excesses to the nrosidout of 
Bengal, for which he received a severe reurimnnJ u! 
civil governor; and I much doubt whether ^ 

by the conflict, -between the ctobS 
tie fiimnees ottie oiril govemorfbe closed .StHs ho7r.” 
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In. Bengal, Benja Dcmloh was sold to Ifir Jaffler, Xffp 
Joffler Wtts sold to JCr Coeaim , snd Mir Coenm xa» sold to 
Mir JafBar agam. The luecewixm to Mir JafBer was sold to 
ha eldest son; — another son of iDr Jaffier, llobarcch ul Bow* 
lih, wa* sold to his step-mother — The Marotta empire -wta 
told to Bogibo , and Kogabo wnt sold tmd delirered to the 
Peuhwa of the Morattni, Both Eogtbo andtho Peiihraof 
the Mftmttna were ofiered to sale to the Bjjjah of Bern 
Bondi a, the chief of Malra. was offered to tate to the 
Etjah } and the Suhah of toe Dcean was sold to tho grait 
trader Mahomet Ah, Nabob of Amot To the tame J«aboh 
of Arcot they told Hydcr All and the kingdom of ^lysore 
To Mahomet All they twice sold the kincdom of Tanjote. 
To the same Mahomet Ali they sold at least twelro sorewign 
pnncet, called the Polygart. Bot to keep things eren, the 
WntOTT of TinniTcUy, belonging to their Jtaboh, they would 
hare sold to tho Butcn , and to conclude the account of Bilet, 
then great customer, tho Nabob of Arcot bimtelJ^ aud ha 
lawfol suctcTOOu, has boon sold to his eeccmd ton, Anur ul 
Omrah, whoto character, newt, and conduct tre in tbs to* 
counts upon your table It remains with you whether they 
shall floimy perfect this last bargain. 

All these bargonn and tales were regoltrly attended with 
tbe waste and haroo of the coantrr, always by the buyer, 
and lometimes by the object of the Bua Tlus was exphuned 
to you by tie bonoumblo morer, when ho stated tho mode of 
paying debts due from tbo counti^ powers to tbe Compony 
An honoarablo gentleman, who is not now m his pla^ 
objected to his jumping near two thousand miles for on ex- 
ample. But the southero example is perfectly oppUcnble to 
the northern claim, os tbe nortbCTn is to the soatoern , for, 
throoghout the whole space of tbeio two thousand nulet, 
taka your stand where you wfU, tbe proceeding Is perfectly 
uniform, and what is dime in one part will apply exactly to 
tbe otbCT 

My second assertion is, that the Compaq never has mado 
a treaty which they ham not broken This posihoa is so 
connected with that of tbe salee of prorinces sad klngdomfl, 
with tho negotjabon of onirersal dirtroction in every prt ef 
India, that a very minute detiul mat well bo spared on thu 
point It has not yet boon contended, by any enemy to the 
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reform, tliat they have observed any public agreement. 
■Wlien I hear that they have done so "in any one instance, 
(which hitherto, I confess, I never heard alleged,) I shah, 
speak to the particular treaty. Tlie governor-general bus 
even amused himself and the court of directors in a very sin- 
gular letter to that board, in which he admits he has not been 
very delicate with regard to public faith ; and he goes so far 
as to state a j-egnlar estimate of the sums which the Company 
would have lost, or never acquired, if tiie rigid ideas of public 
faith entertained by his colleagues had been observed. 
The learned gentleman^ over ag.ainst me has indeed saved me 
much trouble. On a former occasioii ho obtained no small 
credit, for the clear and forcible manner in which he stated 
■what we have not forgot, and I hope he has not forgot, that 
universal systematic breach of treaties which had made the 
British faith proverbial in the East. 

It only remains, Sir, for me just to recapitulate some 
heads. — The treat)' wth the Mogul, by which we stipulated 
to pay him £200,000 annually, was broken. This treaty 
they liave broken, and not paid him a shilling. Tliey broke 
their treaty with him, in which they stipulated to pay 
£400,000 a year to the Siibah of Benga'l. They agreed with 
the Mogul, ibr services admitted to have been performed, to 
pay Nudjif Cawn a pension. They broke this article with 
the rest, and stopped also this small pension. They broke 
their treaties with the aSTizain, and with Hyder Ali. As to 
the Marattas, they had so many cross treaties with the states- 
geueral of that nation, and with each of the chiefs, that it 
was notorious that no one of these agreements could be kept 
without grossly violating the rest. It was observed, that if 
the terms of tliese several treaties had been kept, two British 
armies would at one and the same time have met in the field 
to cut each other’s throats. The wmrs which desolate India 
originated from a most atrocious violation of public faith on 
our part. In the midst of profound peace, the Company s 
•troops invaded the Maratta territories, and surprised tiie 
island and fortress of Salsette. The Marattas nevert e ess 
■yielded to a treaty of peace, by which solid advantages 
procured to the Company. But this treaty, like every otner 

' Mr. Dundas, lord advocate of Scotland, 
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treaty, wm ioon TioUted "bj tlia Conjpa:^ A gnm tbo Con- 
ponT mTnded the ilnratta domuuons. The disaster that cn- 
Buei gave occasum to a itew treat^^ The 'whole onny of 
tlje Compcny ■wai obliged, m effect, to ainTeiider to thia m. 
jbred, betrayed, and uwnlted people. Justly tmtated, bow- 
erer, as tb^ ■were, the terms itbiob they prescribed were 
reasonable end moderate , and tbmr treatmont of tbeir cap- 
tire mraden of tbo most diatingmsbcd brananr^ Bot the 
bamamty of tbo blonttaa was of no power wmtsoeTer to 
prerail on the Company to attend to the obserrance of tbo 
terms dictated by tbeir modemtum. The intr was renewed 
■with greater Tigonr than ererj and meb was tbeir maatablo 
lost 01 phmder, that they nerer would hare given ear to any 
terms of peace, if Hyder Ah bad not broke through the 
Glanti, and, mihing like a torrent into the CJamatie, swept 
away errerything m bis career Thia was m consequence of 
that confedermy, which by a sort of mirodo muted tbo most 
discordairt powers for our destmcticm, as a nation m wbnA 
no other could put any trust, and irbo were tbo dwJar^ 
eneiDM* of the human speotea. 

It la TCty remarhablo, that tho late eantroYersy between 
the several presidenaea, and between thorn and the court of 
dmoctore^ with relabon to thcao wars and treatact, baa not 
been, vrhidi of the parties might be defended for his share m 
them , but on which of the p^es tbo guflt of aU thu load 
of pertdy should bo fixed. But I am content to admit sU 
theao proceedings to bo perfectly regular, to bo fuD of hon- 
our and good faith , and wish to fii your attention solely to 


our and good faith , and wish to fii ^ur attention solely to 
that single tninsactaon which tbo advocates erf this system 
select for so transcendent a merit, os to cancel the guilt of all 
tho rest of their proceedings , I mean tho lato trttties with 
the ilorattas. 

I make no observaticm on tbo total cession of temtory, 
by which they sniTendored all they had obtained by tbeir 
■nnhappT successes m war, and almost all tbey had obtamed 
under the treaty of Pooritndcr The res tit uuoa was proper, 
jf it had been volantarr and seasonable I attach on tbo 
spmt of tbo treaty the iispositiona it showed, the prorulotii 
itrode for a general peace, and the faith kept with allies and 
confederates > in order that tho House may lorm a judgment. 
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from lliis chosen piece, of llio use whiclj has hcon made (and 
is likely lo be made, if llnnus continue in the same hands) 
of the trust of the federal ]unvoi-a of this country. 

It was tlio wish of almost every Englishman, that the 
^laratla peace might, load to a gener.al one: hcca\isc the 
itlaratta war was not only u part, of n general confederacy 
formed against ns. on account of the univer.sal nhhoriamcc of 
our comiiict wliieli ])rovailcd in every state, and almost in 
every house in India. iVlr. Hastings was obliged to ])rclcnd 
some sort of acquiesceuec in this general and rational desire. 
He therefore consented, in order lo satisly the point of honour 
of the IMarattas. that an article should be inscu'led to admit 
ITyder Ali to accede to the pacilieatinn. Eul observe, .Sir, 
the spirit of this man (which if it were }inl. made mnnifost 
hy a tlionsand tilings', and particularly by his procceding.s 
with Tospcct to l.ord Macartney) would he sulliciently maim 
fest hy liiis. — AVhat sort of article, think you, does he require 
this essential head of u solemn iivaly of gener.al ])aci(ication 
to he? In hi.s instruction to ]Mr. Ander.son. he desire.s him 
to admit “a article” in favour of Ilyder. Evasion 

and fraud were the declared basis of llic treaty. These vafjuc 
articles, intended for a more vague ])crformance, arc the 
things which have damned our reputation in India. 

liardly was this vague article inserted, than, without wait- 
ing for any act on the p.art of Jlyder, Mr. Hastings enters 
into a negotiation witli the Itfaratta chief, Scindia, for a par- 
tition of the territen'ics of tlic prince who was one of the ob- 
jects to he secured hy the trenly. He was to be parcelled 
out in throe parts — one to Hcindia ; one to the Pcishwa of 
the Marattas; and the third to the East-Iudia Company, or 
to (the old dealer and chapman) Mahomet Ali. 

Huring the formation oi this project, Ilyder dies ; and be- 
fore his son could take any one step, either to conform lo 
the tenor of the article, or to contravene it, the treaty of 
partition is renewed on the old footing, and an instruction is 
sent to Mr. Anderson to conclude it in form. 

A circumstance intervened, during the iiendency of this 
negotiation, to set off the good faith of the Comp.any with an 
additional brilliancy, and to make it sparkle and glow with a 
variety of splendid faces. General Matthews had reduced 
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ttit mort Tttloibk part of Hjder’i dommiotn called tha 
Coimtry of Biddenora. IVTien the iiein readied Mr 
mga, te mitructed llr Andenon to contend for m alteration 
in the treotj of partition, and to take tbo Biddenore country 
oat of tte eonunon atock, ithich ■wa* to be dinded, and to 
keOT It for the Cotapany 

The first ground for thia variation irai ita bcuig a acpBrnte 
eooqneflt niade before the treaty had acfoaUj 
Here ^iraa a new proof given of the fairneaa, eomty, and 
moderation of the Company But the tecond of aIj Htit- 
ingf’i T^aeona for retaining tho Biddenore as a separate por> 
Uon, and hiB conduct on that second ground, u still more 
remarkable. He asserted that that country could not 
pot into the partition stock, becanso General klattbevri had 
rcceireii it on the terms of some convenbon, which might bo 
incompatible with the partition proposod. Tbu mu a iW' 
son in Itself both honourable and soud , and it showed a re* 
gird to fiuth somewfaero, and yrrth scrtde peraenuu But in 
order to demonstrate hia utter contempt of the plighted faith 
which was alleged on ono part os a reason for departing from 
it on another, and to prove hia impetuous dcstro for sowing 
a new war, even in tho prepared soil of a general pacifica- 
tion, he directs blr Amlerson, if be should find strong difll . 
cultics impeding the partition, on the score of tho subtraction 
of Biddcuoro, s^olly to abamlon that chum, and to conclude 
the treaty on tho original tenna. GctDcral ^lattbcws's con- 
Tcntion was just brought forward suIEcieutlv to demomtrato 
to tbo Mornttas the sUppe^ hold winch they had on their 
DOW confederato , on tbo other hand, that contention being 
instantly abandoned, tho people of India were taught, that 
no terms on which they can surrender to Ibo Company are 
to bo regarded when further conquests oro in now 

Kelt, Sir, let mo bnng before you tbo poui caro that was 
taken of our allies under that treaty, which u the subject of 
tho Company’s applauses. Tbeso auics were Ragonaut Row, 
for whom we haa engaged to find a throuo , tho Guickwar, 
(ono of tbo Gujcrat pnnecs,) who was to be emanapated 
from the Jlaratta aulbonty. and to grow great by sevcnl 
accessions of dominion , ani lastly, the Rana of Gohud, with 
whom wo had entered mto a treaty of partitjon for cleren 
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Bixlccnlhs of our joint conqucsls. Some of those incstimahlc 
securities, CJilled I'nrjun articles, were inserted in favoiir of 
them all. 

As to the first, the unhappy abdicated pcishwa, and pre- 
tender to the Itlaratta llnxme. Itagonaut was delivered 

iij) to his ]ioo])le, with an article for safety, and some ])ro- 
Ausion. This man, Icnowin:^ how little vague tlic hatred of 
his count rvinen was towards him, and well ap])ri?.cd of what 
black crimes lie stood accused, (among which onr invasion of 
his country would not a))])(‘nr the lca‘-t.) toolc a moral alarm 
at the security wo had provided for iiim. Ifc was thunder- 
struck at the article in his favonr, hy which he was surren- 
dered to his enemies, lie never had tlie least notice of the 
treaty ; and it was apprehended tliat lie would fly to the pro- 
tection of llyder Ali, or some other, disposed or able to pro- 
tect him. He was therefore not left without comfort; for 
Mr. Ander.son did him the favour to send a special messen- 
ger, desiring him to he of good cheer and to fear nothing. 
And his old enemy, Scindia, at our reque.^t, sent him a mes- 
sago equally well calculated to quiet his apprehcnsiou.s. 

By tlic same treaty the Guickwar was to come again, with 
no better security, under tho dominion of the Jifaralta 
state. As to the ranaof Gohud, a long negotiation depended 
for giAang him up. At first this Avas rid’used by !Mr. Hast- 
ings Avith gre.at indignation ; at another stage it Avas ad- 
mitted as ])roper, because he had shoAvn himself a most per- 
fidious person. But at length a method of reconciling these 
extremes was found out, by contriving one of the usual 
articles in his favour. "What I believe Avill appear beyond all 
belief, Mr. Anderson exchanged the final ratilications of that 
treaty by which the raua Avas nominally secured in his pos- 
sessions, in the camp of the INIaratta* chief, Scindia, Avhilst 
he was (really, and not nominally) battering the castle of 
G-ualior, Avhich Ave had given, agreeably to iTcaty, to tliis 
deluded ally. Scindia had already reduced the town; and 
was at the very time, hy various detachments, reducing, one 
after another, the fortresses of our protected all}’’, as avcU as 
in the act of chastising all the rajahs Avho had assisted Colo- 
nel Camac in his in\nsion. I haA'C seen in a letter from 
Calcutta, that the Bana of Gohud’ s agent Avould have repre- 
sented these hostilities (which Avent hand in hand with the 
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protecting treaty) to 3fr HartmgB ; tot he rrai not ad- 
rmtted to hi* preeence 

In thii manner the Company haa acted wrfh their bDim m 
the Uamtta ivar But they did not rett here the llarottai 
■were fearful l«t the person* debrered to them hy that treatr 
ehould attempt to escape mto Bnti*h temtone*, anH 
thu* might elude the pumahment intended for them, and, by 
redamung the trt?aty, miAt rtir up new disturbance*. To 
prerent toi*. they deairoQ an artid^e to ho maerted m the 
Bupplctnentil treaty, to which they h*d the ready con*ent of 
Mr Hastinga, and the rett of the Coinramy’* reprefcontatirc* 
m BengnL It waa this, " That the EMuah and ITaratta 
goTemments mutually agree not to aflord refuge to any 
a&nlani^, or otirrpereoju, flying forprotection to the 
temtoneB of the other ” Thia wa* readfly aisented to, and 
assented to without any exception whaterer m fiiTour of our 
•urrenderedalliea. Outheirpartoreoprocrtywaa stipulated 
which was not unnatural for a goremment Uke the Compony’i 
to eah , a goremmcnt eonicums that many lub^ts haa bocn, 
and would in future bo, dnron to fly from itajunediction. 

To complete the tyitem of pacifie mtenUem and public 
frith, whnm prodomi^e la these treaties, hlr Jlaatmgs 
fiuriy resolreo to put all peace, except on tbo temn of ab*^ 
Into conquest, wholly out of his own power For, ^ an 
article m this second treaty with Scindio, ho binds tbo Com- 
pany not to make any peace with Tippoo Saheb, without the 
consent of the Peithwa of the Maiattas , and binds Bcindla 
to him by a reciproeal engagement. Tho treaty between 
France and Enpland obliges n* mutoallT to witlidraw our 
forces, if our allies m India do not accede to tbo peace withm 
four month* , Mr Hastings’s treaty oblige* ns to contmao 
tho war as long at the Feubwa thinks fit AVo am now in 
that happy wtuation, that tho breach of tho tren^ with 
Franco, or tbo nolatiou of that with tho ilarattns, is inont- 
able , and wo hiTo only to take our choice 

My third assertion, rolatire to tho abuse made of tho right 
of war and peace, is, that there are none who bare ercr con- 
fided m us who hare not been utterly rmned. Tbo examples 
I bare giren of Hagonaot Row, of Ouictwar, of the Rana of 

Gohud, ore recent. Thcro is proof mom than cnoagb In tho , 

condition ^ the , m the slareiy and indlgcoco of tbe 
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Nabob of Oude ; tbe exile of the Bajab of Benares ; tbe beg- 
gary of tbe Nabob of Bengal ; tbe undone and captive con- 
dition of tbe Eajab and Idngdom of Tanjore ; tbe destruction 
of tbe Polygars ; and, lastly, in tbe destruction of tbe Nabob 
of Axcot bimself, wbo, when bis dominions were invaded, 
was found entirely destitute of troops, provisions, stores, 
and (as be asserts) of money, being a million in debt to tbe 
Company, and four millions to others : tbe many millions 
wbicb be bad extorted from so many extirpated princes and 
tbeir desolated countries, having (as be has freq^uently hinted) 
been expended for tbe ground-rent of bis mansion-house in 
an alley in tbe suburbs of Madras. Compare tbe condition 
of all these prinebs with tbe power and authority of all tbe 
blaratta states ; with the independence and dignity of tbe 
Subab of the Decan ; and the migiity strength, the re- 
sources, and tbe manl^'^ struggle of Hyder Ali ; and then tbe 
House wU discover the eftects on every power in ludia, of 
an easy confidence, or of a rooted distrust in tbe faith of the 
Company. 

These are some of my reasons, grounded on tbe abuse of 
tbe external political trust of that body, for thinking myself 
not only justified, but bound, to declare against those cbaiter- 
ed rights wbicb produce so many wrongs. I should deem 
myseli’ tbe wickedest of men, if any vote of mine could con- 
tribute to tbe continuance of so great an evil. 

Now, Sir, according to tbe plan I proposed, I shall take 
noticeof tbe Company’s internal government, as it is exercised 
first on tbe dependent provinces, and then as it affects those 
under tbe direct and immediate authority of that body. And 
here. Sir,- before I enter into tbe spirit of tbeir interior 
government, permit me to observe to you, upon a few of tbe 
many lines of difference wbicb are to be found between tbe 
vices of tbe Company’s government, and those of tbe con- 
querors who preceded us in India ; that we may be enabled 
a little tbe better to see our way in an attempt to tbe neces- 
sary reformation. 

The several irruptions of Arabs, Tartars, and Persians into 
. India were, for tbe greater part, ferocious, bloody, and waste- 
ful in tbe extreme-; our entrance into tbe dommion of that 
country was, as generally, with small comparative effusion 
of blood; being introduced by various frauds and* delusions, 

VOL. II. o 
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and by takmg adnmtage of the incmrable, blind, and Kmacs 
lea annnoertj, which the«eTer»l conntiypoirfTs b«jr f arardj 
each other, rather than by open force. But the diflercncom 


laTOar of the firit conquerors u this , the Asiatic conquerors 
Tery soon abated of their feroa^, because tb^ made tho 
conquered country their own. Q?boy rose or ftG with the 


nee or fill of tho territory they lived m. Fathers there- de- 
posited the hopes of their po st eri ty ; and chfldrtm there be- 
held the monuments of tlmir fcthere. Hire their lot was 


flnaUy cast , and it is the natural wish of all, that tbcir lot 
should not be cast in bad land. Porerty, stcnlitT, and 
desolation, are not a recreating prospect to cyo of man; 
and thcro ore rery few who can bear to ^row old among the 
corses of a whole people. If tbeir pawion or their arance 
drove the Tartar lorus to arts of rapecity or tyranny, there 
was time enough, even m the short life* of mun, to bring 
round the ill etfecti of on abuse of power upon tho power 
itself If hoards were road© by violcnc* and tyranny, they 
were still domestic hoards , and domestic profusion, or the 
npme of a more powerful and prodigal hand, lesto rcd them 
to tho people Wth many dtsorders, and with fow political 
eheeb upon power, nature had still £sir play ; the sources of 
acquinhon were not dned up , and thereforo tho trade, the 
manufactures, and the commerce of tb© country flounsbed. 
Ercn avance trod usury itself operated both for tho presorva 
tion and tho employment of national weolth. Tho bushand- 
roan and manul^uTer paid henry interest, but then they 
augmented the fund from whonco they weru again to borrow 
Their resources wrro dcariy bought, but tl»y were soro; 
and the general stock of tho eommuni^ grow 1^ tho general 
effort 


But under the English gorernmont all this order urermed. 
Tb© Tartar iDTOSion was mischiOTouB , but it isourprotcjction 
that destroys Indio. It was Ibeir enmity, but it is our fnend- 
ship. Our conquest tbers, aflor twenty years, ts u crude as 
)t was the first day The natirei tcnrcelT know what it Is to 
SCO the groy head of an Eogluhman. loung men (boys si- 
moat) g o Tcm there, without soaety and without sympathy 
with the natives Ther bavo no more toasl habits with tw 
people, than if they stjll resided in England; nor, jodecd, any 
species of mtcrcourso but that which u necessary to making 
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a sudden fortune, ivitli a view to a remote settlement. Ani- 
mated with all the avarice of age, and all the impetuosity of 
youth, they roll in one after another ; wave after wave ; and 
there is nothing before the eyes of the natives hut an endless, 
hopeless prospect of new flights of birds of prey and passage, 
with appetites continually renewing for a food that is con- 
tinually wasting. Every rupee of profit made by an English- 
man is lost for ever to India. With us are no retributory 
superstitions, by which a foundation of charity compensates, 
througli ages, to the poor, for the raijinc and injustice of a 
day. lYith us no pride erects stattely monuments which re- 
pair the mischiefs wliich pride had produced, and which adorn 
a country out of its o^vn spoils. England has erected no 
churches, no hospitals,^ no palaces, no schools ; England has 
built no bridges, made no high-roads, cut no naing.ations, dug 
out no reservoirs. Eveiy other conqueror of every other de- 
scription has left some monument, cither of state or bene- 
ficence, behind him. "Were we to be driven out of India this 
day, nothing would remain, to tell that it had been possessed 
during the inglorious period of our dominion, by anything 
better than the ouruug-outang or the tiger. 

There is nothing in the boys we send to India worse than 
in the boys whom we arc whipping al? school, or that we see 
trailing a price or bending over a desk at home. But as 
English youth in India drink the intoxicating draught of 
authority and dominion before their heads are able to bear 
it, and as they are full grown in fortune long before they 
are ripe in principle, neither nature nor reason have any op- 
portunity to exert themselves for remedy of the excesses of 
their premature power. The consequences of their conduct, 
which in good minds (and many of theirs are probably 
• such) might produce penitence,or amendment, are unable to 
pursue the rapidity of their flight. Their prey is lodged in 
England ; and the .cries of India are given to' seas and 
iviuds to be blo^vn about, in every breaking up of the mon- 
soon, over a remote aud unhearing ocean. In India all the 
idces operate by which sudden fortune is acquired ; in Eng- 
land are often displayed by the same persons, the virtues 
which dispense hereditary wealth. Arrived in England, the 

' The paltry foundation at Calcutta is scarcely worth naming as an ex- 
ception. 
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deiirojCTB of the nobilitj- and gentry of a whole kingdom 
will find the beat componT m this nation, at a board of de- 
gance and haspitality Here the TPanatkctnrtr and htuband 
man will blets the jurt and punctual hand that in India hai 
tom the cloth from the loom, or wreated the acan^ porticm 
of nc© and salt from the peaeont of Bengal, or wrong from 
htm the TBiyopnimmwlu^ be forgot hjsoppreBjnma and hia 
oppwwor TiW many mto your lamiliea j they enter into 
your senate, they ease tout eatatea br loom; thi^ roae 
their ralo© by demand , tb^ ebenah and protect your rela- 
tiom which he henry on. jmxi patronage ; and there ii eearce* 
ly a house m the kingdom that doea not feel eocoe conocrn 
uid interest, that maket aQ reform of onr Bastem goremment 
appear offioous and dttgaatmg , and, on the whole, a most 
discouraging attempt, in aoro on i^empt yon hnrt those 
who are able to return kmdno*a,or to resent injury If you 
aneeced, you tare thoeo who cannot eo much as giro yon 
thanka, AH tbeso things show the diBcnltj of the work we 
hare on hand t hot they ihow its neoeeai^ too Onr Indian 
gOTcnuDCiit n in ita b<^ state a g ne ra n co. It u ncccasary 
that the e o n e e tnc i ahonld be uncommonly ngonms} and 
the work of men, cuiguine, warm, and eren impasiioned in 
the cause. Bat it uaaardaonathmgtopbedegajoitBbuiea 
of a power which ongraatea from yonr own country, and af 
fects thoeo whom wo are used to consider as strangrra. ' 

I shall certainly cndcaroor to modulate myaclf to this 
temper ; tbongfa 1 am seoiible that a cold style of describu^ 
actions, which appear to me m a rc^ Meeting bgbt, U 
equally contrary to the justice doe to the people, and to all 
gcnuioa human feelings sbout them 1 ask pardon of troth 
and nature for this compltancc But I sbali bo my spar- 
uig of epithets either to persons or things It has b(^ said 
(and, with regard to one of tbcm, with troth^ that Tantos 
and llnciuaTel, by tbeir cold way of Tclating enonnoof 
crones, hare in somo sort appenred not to (Ceapprom them i 
that they seem B sort of protcMorsof thoart of tyranny, and 
that they eorropt the mmdi of their readers, by not eiprmmg 
ti«> dftxadation and horror,, that natmally belong to homblo 
and detestable proceedmga. Dot we are In ccneral. Sir, so 
littlo acqnaintM with Indlaa details; the mstrument* of 
oppression under which the people suffer arc so hard to I'o 
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understood ; and even tbe very names of the sufferers are so 
uncouth, and strange to our ears, that it is very difficult for 
our sympathy to fix upon these objects. I am sure that sotne 
of us have come down-stairs from the committee-room, with 
impressions on our minds which to us were the inevitable 
results of our discoveries, yet if we should venture to ex- 
press ourselves in the proper language of our sentiments to 
other gentlemen, not at all prepared to enter into the cause 
of them, nothing could appear more harsh and dissonant, 
more violent and unaccountable, than our language and be- 
haviour. All these circumstance are not, I confess, very 
favourable to the idea of our attempting to govern India at 
all. But there we are ; there we are placed by the Sovereign 
Disposer ; and we must do the best we can in our situation. 
The situation of man is the preceptor of his duty. 

Dpon the plan which I laid down, and to which I beg 
leave to return, I was considering the conduct of the Com- 
pany to those nations which are indirectly subject to their 
authority. The most considerable of the dependent princes 
is the Nabob of Oude. My right honourable friend,' to whom 
we owe the remedial bills on your table, Has abeady pointed 
out to you, in one of the Reports, the condition of that prince, 
and as it stood in the time he alluded to. I shall only add 
a few circumstances that may tend to awaken some sense of 
the manner in which the condition of the people is affected 
by that of the prince, and involved in it ; and to show you, 
that, when we talk of the sufferings of princes, we do not 
lament the oppression of individuals ; and that in these cases 
the high and the low suffer together. 

In the year 1779, the Nabob of Oude represented, through 
the British resident at his court, that the number of Com- 
pany’s troops stationed in his dominions was a main cause of 
his distress ; and that all those which he was not bound by 
treaty to maintain should be ndthdrawn, as they had greatly . 
diminished his revenue, and impoverished his country. I 
will read you, if you please, a few extracts from these repre- 
sentations. 

He states, “thattlie country and cultivation are abandoned; 
and this year in particular, from the excessive drought of the 
season, deductions of many lacks having been allowed to the 

' Mr. Fox. 
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lannCT*, who axe itfll left uniatWled and then he procoedi 
with a long detail of b« own dirtrcsi, and that of hw fimiijr, 
and all hli dopendenta ; and odda, “ that the new raiaed hn- 
gode i» not only quite ufclcea to my gorenunent, but u more- 
over tho cauao oi much lots, both in rerennea and cnatoma. 
The detached body of troope under European offieera bring 
nothing hvi coi\fu*ton to tie e^n mw ff Ote r n m eHt, €nd ar* 
CTihraJytAetr pr» WMtert ” Mr iuddleton, Mr Hartniga’s 
confidential retidcnt, Touches for the truth of this repreaent- 
ation m ita faEett extent “ I am concerned to conieta that 
there la too good ground for this plea* The wa^orlme la 
hce» ffcnenl tirov^out ilerlole qf tlewexfr m [the Nabob of 
Oode]^ doinjnoju, obnous to everybody | and ao fatal have 
been ita ctmiequenoes, that no person of either credit or 
character wouIcTenter into engMamenta with go i eru ment for 
farming the eoimtry " Ho uion proceeda to give strong 
mitancea of the general calamity, and ita effecta. 

It WM now to M seen what ateps tho goTemor-general and 
council took for the relief of this dutresaed country, long 
btbounng under the Toxabons of men, and now atneken 
the haruTof God* The case of a general famine la known to 
idUx the sorerity even of the moat ngoroua gorernment — 
hir Hastmgi dc« not deny, or abow tM least doubt of the 
fact Tbo reprceentaticm is bumble and almost abject. On 
thia rep i ee e ntotion from s great pnnee of the diatreas of hia 
rabjeett, h£r Haatm^ fallB into a Tiolent possion , auch (aa 
it aeetoa) would be unjustifiable many one who fpeaka of any 
pert of Its conduct He declarea “that the aewutnds, the 
tone m which they were owerted, and tb© season m whici 
they woro made, are all equally alarming, and appear to him 
to require an adequate d^re© of flrmneai in tM board, m 
cfpcsiijon to them ” He proceeds to deal out ve^ unio- 
serred language on tbe person and character oftbe Nabob and 
hn mmiatcra. He deciaret, that, m a diviaion between him 
and the Nalioh, “ tie stronyeat mast decide ” "With regard to 
the urgent and rostant necessity, from the failore of the crops, 
he soya, “ that perik^f expedients may he fottnd for affording 
r. yvadwi ■oilvrf frota the burthen* of wmich ha an benril^^ 
complama, and it shall ho my endeavour to seek them out , 
and lest be eboold be suspected of too much haste to alleTlafe 
suffermgi, and to remove violence, he laya, “ that these must 
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be gradudlh/ applied, mid their complete effect may be dis- 
tant ; and this 1 conceive w aJI bo can claim of right.” 

This complete efl’cet of his lenity is distant indeed. Ee- 
jectingtbis demand, (as be calls the Nabob’s abject supplica- 
tion,) he attribntes it, as be visually does aU things of the 
kind, to the division in tlieir government ; and says, “ this is 
a povverful motive with me (however inclined 1 might be, 
vjpon ang other occasion, to yield to somepirri of his demand) 
to give them an ahsohde and unconditional refusal upon the 
present ; and even to bring to punishment, if mg infuence 
can produce that effect, those incendiaries u'ho have endeavoured 
to majee themselves the instruments of division hefwcen us” 

Here, Sir, is much heat and passion ; but no more consider- 
ation of the distress of the country from a failure of tlie 
means of subsistence, and (if possible) the worse evil of a 
useless and licentious soldiery, than if they were the most 
contemptible of all trifles. A letter is written in conse- 
quence, in such a style of lofty despotism, as I believe has 
hitherto been unexampled and nnheard-of in the records of 
the East. The troops were continued. The gradual relief, 
whose effect was to be so distant, has never been substantially 
and beneficially applied — and the country is ruined. 

Mr. Hastings, two years after, when it' was too late, saw 
the absolute necessity of a removal of the intolerable griev- 
ance of this licentious soldiery, which, under pretence of 
defending it, held the country under military execution. A 
new treaty and arrangement, according to the pleasure of 
Mr. Hastings, took place ; and this new’ treaty was broken 
in the old manner, in every essential article. The soldiery 
were again sent, and again set loose. The effect of all his 
manoeuvres, from which it seems he was sanguine enough to 
entertain hopes, upon the state of the country, he himself 
informs us, “ the event has proved the reverse of his hopes, 
and accumulation of distress, debasement, and dissatisfaction 
to the Nabob, and disappointment and disgrace to one. — Every 
^ measure [which he had himself proposed] has been so con- 
ducted as to give him cause of displeasure ; there are no 
offleers established by whom his aft'airs could be regularly 
conducted ; mean, incapable, and indigent men have been 
appointed. A number of the districts without authority, 
and without the means of personal protection ; seme of them 
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hare been murdered by the femindans and tboso lemnidm, 
inttcad of poimbment, baye been permitted to return tberr 
ECtnmdanca, with mdepeodent aotnontyj all the other t&- 
mmdar* Buffered to nw np m robelhcm, Tid to nunlfc the 
authonty of tbo Bircar, without any attempt made to suppresa 
them , and tho Oompeny'B dobt, initead of bemg diachaiged 
by tho a**ifftmienta and extraordinary iourcei of mcnwy pro* 
Tided for that jsurpote, a /fabrb io esertii nen tie omani at 
vhei it rtooJ at tla time f* fratoi tie errtzuffewtsni vUi Ik 
Esctll^nty tea* anulnded ** The l^qae will Rmle at the le- 
•emree on whtdi tbo directora credit u fuch a certamty 
in their canons accoont 

fftu a Mr Haitingi'a enrn namrtiTe of tho effects of hb 
OTTO settlement. Tha a the state of tbo country which we 
hare been told a m perfect peace and order , and, what ii 
ennons, he informs ns, that every part tit* tea* JbreiolS to 
lin t» tie order and tanner ta tehel xt lavpenedy at the TEiy 
time he made his arrangement of men and measarts. 

The iHTtnablo coureo of the Company’s pohey a this 
either they set np some pnitco too omous to maiptam him* 
•elf without the n cee asrty of their asaistance i or they toon 
render him odloat, by making him the instniinent of ^eir 
corenxment In that case troope are bountifally sent to him 
w maintain ha aatbonty That he abonld hate no went of 
aanstance, a orril gentleman, called a resident, a kept at his 
court, who, under pretence of proTidmg duly for the poy of 
these troops, gets amgainents cn the rerrenue into bu bonds. 
Under his prondent management, debts aocni acconmlate , 
now assignments ore msde for these debts i imtil, step by 
step, th^holo rereune, and with it the whole power of the 
eoxmUy, os dehrered into hia hands. The snTitary do not 
behold without a nrtuoQ* emulation the moderate gams of 
the anl deportment They feel that, in a country dnren 
to habitual rebellion by the anl goTemment, the miiitary vi 
neceMory, and they will not permit them eemcca to go 
mu-owBTued- Tracta of ooimtry are delivered over to their 
discreticm. Then it is found proper to conTCrt their com- 
TD ffn/^jng offiffCTs into fsnDCTs Of reTBDDe TTjos between the 
well-paid, aril, and well rewarded military establishment, 
the situafaon of the natires moy be easily conjectured. The 
anthonty of tl» regular and lawfhl g orerninent is ererywhere 
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mid in every point. oxlingniRhcd. Dinordors and vinlcncoa 
arise; they are repressed by other disorders and otlior vio- 
lences. iVhun'ver the collectors of tlic revenue, and the 
farming colonels and in:\ior.s. move, ruin is about, them, re- 
bellion before and behind tlu'm. 'I’he people in erowd.s fly 
out of the country; and the frontier is guarded bv lines of 
troops, not to e.velude an enemy, but to prevent the escape 
of the inhabitants. 

By these means, in the cour.^o of not. more than four or 
five ve.ar.s, this once opnh'nt and nourishing country, which, 
by tile accounts given in the Bengal consultations, yielded 
more than three crore of t>iccn rupees, that is, above three 
millions sterling annually, is reduced, as far as I can dis- 
cover. in a matter purposely involved in the utmost per- 
plexity, to less than one million three hundred thousand 
pounds, and that exacted by every mode of rigour that can 
ho devised. To oomjdete the business, most of the wretched 
remnants of this revenue are mortgaged, and delivered into 
the hands of the usurcr.s at Benares (for there alone are to 
be found some lingering remains of the .ancient wealth of 
those regions) at an interest of near ilnrl;/ ^)rr ceni. per 
annum. 

The revenues in this manner failing, they sci/.ed upon the 
estates of every person of eminence in the country, and. under 
, the name of resumption, confiscated their jiroperty. I wish, 
Sir, to be understood universally and lit enilly, when I assert, 
that there is not left one man of property and substance for 
his rank, in the whole of these ])rovinccs, in provinces which 
are nearly the extent of I'lngland and Wales taken together, 
bfot one landholder, not one banker, not one merchant, not 
one even of those who usually perish last, the morions 

in a ruined state, not one farmer of revenue. 

One country for a while remained, which stood as an island 
in the midst of the grand waste of the Company’s dominion. 
]Nfy right honourable friend, in his admii’able speech on moving 
the bill, just touched "the situation, the otlences, and the 
punishment of a native prince, called Pizulla Khdu. This 
man,- by policy and force, had ])rotectcd himself from the 
general extirpation of the Bohilla chiefs, lie was secured 
(if that were any security) by n treaty. It was stated to 
you, as it was stated by the enemies of that unfortunate man 
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— ** that the whole of hu country i* whot the whole country 
of the EoWlki tmi, cultivated like a garden, without one 
i^lccted tpot in it." — Another accueer tnjT, "Pyioolah 
TThnn , thoum a bad aoldier, [that « the true poutco of hu 
mufortanej baa approved hitnaelf a good aumil, haTmc;, it 
la auppoee^ m the courae of a few yenrm, at least rfouUedthe 
population and rorenuo of hu country " — In another part of 
the correapondence he u charged witn making hu country m 
arrlum for the opproaaed peaaanta, who fly from the temtonea 
of Oudo. The unprorement of hu rerenue, among from thu 
amgle cnme, (which Ur Hastings conaiders aa tantamount 
to treason,) u itatcd at a hundiod and fifty thousand pounda 
a year 

Dr Swift aomowhcro says, that he who could mate two 
blndra of greaa grow wher® but one gre w before, waa a 
oreater benefactor to the boman race than all the polihaana 
tnat ever eiuted. This prmce, who would have been dmfied 
W antiquity, who would have been ranked W7th Oama, and 
&cehuB, and Ceres, and the divimtie* moat nropitioua to men, 
was, for those very menta, by name attacked dj the Company's 
coremcitent, as a cheat, a robber, a traitor In the ame 
breath m which he was accused aa a rebel, he was ordered at 
ocoe to furmah 6000 horse. On dday, or (according to the 
technical phrase, when any renjoDatranee u made to them) 
“os e^snony he was declared a Tiolator of treatiee, and 
ererythnig he had was to bo taken from him — Not one 
word, bowerer, of horse in thu treaty 

The tcmtoiy of thu fiuuUa Kb4n, Jlr Speaker, u less 
thgTi the county of Norfolk- It u an mland country^ full 
Rcven hundred milea from any seaport, and not, dutmemabed 
for any one considerable branch of manufacture whstaoerer 
From thu territory several very connderable aumB had at 
aevernl times been paid to the Bntuh remdent The demand 
of cavaliw, without a ahadow or decent pretett of right, 
amounted to three hundred thousand a year more, at the 
lowest computation , and jt u stated, by the lost person sent 
to negotiate^ as a demand of little oee, if it could be complied 
with , hut that the complumoe was unpo«ihle, aa it omoonted 
to more than hu temtonea could supply, if there Bad been 
no other demand upon him — three hundred thousand pounda 
a year from an inland country not so large as Norfolk 1 
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The ilun^ most, oxtrnordinarv w.ns to lu'.nr llio culprit dc- 
feml himsoU' IVom the imjnilntiou of his virtues, .is if they 
had hern the hhiohost ofll'iicos. He oxtcu\ialcd (ho superior 
cultivation of l\is eniiutry. He doniotl its pojndalion. Ho 
endeavoured to ]>rove tluit. he had often soul haolc the poor 
peasant that sou"ltt shelter vvith hint. — 1 can malce no 
observation on this. 

After a variety of extortions and vexations, too fatiguing 
to you, too disgusting to me, to go througli \vi(lt,(hey found 
“that they ought to he in a better state to warrant, forcible 
means;” they therefore eontented (luiuselves with a gross 
sum of loO.OOO potnnls for their presimt demand. They 
olfcrod him indeed an indemnity fnun their exactions in 
future for three hundred thousand j)Ounds more. Hut he 
refused to huy^ their seeurith's: pleading (probably with 
truth) his povertv ; but if the plea wore not lounded, in my 
opinion very wisely; not ehoo.sing to deal any more in that 
dangerous commodity of the Compaity’s faith; and thinlcing 
it better to oppose distress and unarmed obstinacy to tin- 
coloured exaction, than to .subject himself to he considered 
as a cheat, if he should make a tmity in the least beneficial 
to himself. 

Tims they executed .in exemplary punishment on Fizulla 
Tvhun for the culture of his country. Hut, conscious that, 
the prevention of evils is the great object of all good regula- 
tion, they deprived him of the means of increasing that 
criminal cultivation in future, by exhausting his cofi'er.s; and, 
that the population of his country should no more bo a 
standing reproach and libel on the Company’s government, 
the)" bound him, by a positive engagement, not to nflbrdany 
shelter whatsoever to the farmers and labourers, who should 
seek refuge in his territories from the exact ions of the Hritish 
residents in Oudo. AVhen they lind done all this cflectually, 
they gave him a full and complete acquittance from all 
charges of rebellion, or of any intention to rebel, or of his 
having originally had any interest in, or any means of, re- 
bellion. 

These intended rebellions arc one of the Company’s stand- 
ing resources. ‘When money has been thought to be heaped 
np anywhere, its owners are universally accused of rebellion, 
until they arc acquitted of their money and their treasons at 
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oo« Tbe nKmey once taken, all occuMticm, tml, and 
pnnialimcnt ends. It xi bo settled a rctcnirca, that I rather 
wonder how it c»me8 to bo omitted m the directon' ac- 


count t hat I take it for granted thu onumon wiU he sup- 
plied in their neit edition 

The Companj Btretclied this jiaocrce to the full extent, 
when they occoied two old women, m the remotest corner 
of India, (who could hare no possible new or mohro to raao 
distarbdncos,) of beinn engaged in rebellion, with an mtent 
to dnre out tbe Englah notion, m whose protection, mir- 
chased by money and secured by treaty, rested the sole hero 
of their enstcnce. But the Company wanted money, and the 
old women nvti be gaiUy of a plot Hey were accuaed of 
rebellion, end they wore connrted of wealth- Twice had 
great sums been extorted from them, and as often had tbe 
Bprtiih frith gnarauteed the remainder A body of British 
troopi, with one of tbe mflitary frrmors-coneral at their 
head, was sent to seise opoa tbe castle m i^ch these help- 
less women resided Tbeir chraf eenuebs, who were thfg 


agents, their goardiaos, proteetora, persons of high rank se* 
cording to the Eaitem manners, and of great trait, were 
ttown into dongas, to make them disced tbeir hidden 
tressores , end there they be at pre sent Tbe lands tssigued 
far the auuntenimre of the women were seised and con£scattd. 


TheiTjeweliandefiects were tnketi,ond setup to apretanded 
anebon in an obscure place, and bought at sudi a pnee as 
the genUemeu thought proper to gire. No account has erer 
been tnmsnutted ^ the article* or produce of tbn Bale. 
"What money was obtained is unknown, or what terms were 
sbpulated for the riiamtenance of these despoiled and forlorn 
creatures , for by some porbculsn it appears aa if an en- 
gagement of the land was made. 

Let mo hare remark, once for ill, that though the »ct of 
1778 requires that an account of *11 proceedings ehould be 
dfligentiy transmitted, that this, lie all the ^er injunc- 
tions of the law, u totaDy despmed , and that half at least 
of the most important papers ore intenbonally wrthheld- 

I wuh you. Bit, to aarert porbculariy, m this transieticni, 
to the quahty and the numb^ of the person* ^lied, and 
the initrument by whom that apod was mode. These 
mnent mafrona, called the Bourns, or P n nowca, were of 
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the first birth and quality in India, the one mother, the other 
wife, of the late Nabob of Oude, Sujah Dowlah, a prince pos- 
sessed of extensive and flourishing dominions, and the second 
man in the Mogul empire. This prince (suspicious, and not 
imjustly suspicious, of his son and successor) at his death 
committed his treasures and his family to the British faith. 
That family and household consisted of two thousand women; 
to which were added two other seraglios of near kindred, 
and said to be extremely numerous, and (as I am well in- 
formed) of about fourscore of the Nabob’s children, with all 
the eunuchs, the ancient servants, and a multitude of the 
dependents of his splendid court. These were all to be pro- 
vided, for present maintenance and future establishment, 
.from the lands assigned as dower, and from the treasures 
which he left to these matrons, in trust for the whole 
family. 

So far as to the objects of the spoil. The instrument 
chosen by hir. Hastings to despoil the relict of Sujah Dowlah 
was her own son, the reigning Nabob of Oude. It was the 
pious hand of a son that was selected to tear from his mo- 
ther and grandmother thq provision of their age, the main- 
tenance of his brethren, and of all the ancient household of his 
father. [Here a laugh from some young members.] — The 
laugh is seasonahle, and the occasion decent and proper. 

By the last advices something of the sum extorted re- 
mained unpaid. The women in despair refuse to deliver more, 
unless their lauds are restored, and their ministers released 
from prison ; but hlr. Hasting^ and his council, steady to their 
point, and consistent to the last in their conduct, write to 
the resident to stimulate the son to accomplish the filial 
acts he had brought so near to their perfection. “ We de- 
sire,” say they in theh letter to the resident, (written so late 
as March last,) “ that you wM inform us if any, and what 
means, have been taken for recovering the balance due from 
the Begum [Princess] at Pizabad; and that, if necessary, 
you recommend it to the vizier to enforce the most effectual 
means for that purpose.” 

W hat their effectual means of enforcing demands on wo- 
men of high rank and condition are I shall show you. Sir, in 
a few minutes ; when I represent to you another of these 
plots and rebellions, which always, in India, though so rarely 
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tnjTrbcro ol»o, ero tlw ofljqirmg of an cosj condibon and 
hoardod nche* 

IJonnrea u the cnpitnl of tJia Indjm religion. It u 
regarded oa holj by a particular and dirtmgiuflbM ttneb^ , 
and the Qentooa in general think tbomBelTW as much obli^ 
to Tiwt it once m tbefr Iirea, ai the Mahometan! to per- 
form their pngnmoge to Uoc^ By thu mean! that aty 
grow great in commerce in opulence and !o efrectually 
waa it eecured by the piom Teneiation of that people, that 
m all •ffiin and in oil Tiolencea of penrer, there irae eo lure 
an aiylum, both for poter^ and ir^th, (aa it irere nndar a 
dinno protection,^ that the wuett laws and bcarUaivttred 
free conatitnhon could not better pronde for the relief of 
the one, or the eofety of the other and tbia tranqnfllrty in- 
fluencoQ to the grrateet degree the proipenty of all the 
coimtiy, and the temtory of which it was the camtal. The 
intoreet of money there waa not more than half the n*iial 
rate in which it atood in all other placet. The Beporti hare 
fully mformed you of the meaoa and of the terms m which 
thia city and the territory called Gaepoor, of which it waa 
the he^ came under the aorereignty of the Biiat>]juha 
Oompany 

If errer there wua a tnbonliiuite dominion pleaiaintly or* 
cumitoueed to the anponor power, it war thu , a large rent 
or tribute, to the amount of two hnndred and mty thonsand 
poundi a year, waa paid in monthly matalmenta with the 
pnnctuilitY of a dinuend at the bonk If ever thore wai 
a prince who could not have an mtereat in dnturbanoes, it 
waa ita aorereign, the Eajah CJheit 8mg He wa* m poeM** 
non of tho capital of bis religion, and a willing rerenuo was 
paid by the ^vont people woo reaorted to him from til 
parta. Hu aoterogn^ and hm mdependenoe, except bn to 
rmte, were eecured dt erery tie. Hu temtory waa not moeb 
Iwt than half of Ireland, and dupUjed m all ports a degree 
of ciJtiTatioii, eaee, and plenty, undra hu frugal and pattumal 
managemcait, which left rum nothing to donro, either for bon- 
our or »tiafactiou. 

Thu waa the b At m wUoh thu oo unln appeared to al- 
most every eye. But Mr TTaatinga beheld it aaknnee. Mr 
TTMiTnCT tella na that it waa reported of thu Oheit Sing, 
that hu father hid left him a million sterling, and that be 
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inxtli'’ annunl ntV('.'-‘'!ons m (ho hnnnl. Xothiurr omild hr* so 
obnoxious lo indiuonl jiouxu'. t'o iiuioh woalth oinild not ho 
inuooont. Tho Houm' is fully notpiaintod (lio tmfoimdod 
nud unjust roquisitions wlnoh wi-ro luado tipon this priiu'o. 
Tho question has hiuu^ luo'-t ahiy nml ooutdusivoly oionfi-d up 
in ouo of iho Koports of tho sidoot oommittoo, and in an nn- 
suor of (lio court of din'ctors (o an oxtraonlinarv juihlion- 
tion a^inst th<-m hy thoir sorx'nnt. Mr. llnstinj^s. Hut T 
uu'nn to jxnss hy tiioso t-xaotions. as if litoy wau'c pcrfoolly 
j\ist and ix'i^ular: and liaviu': ailmittcd thorn. 1 tnho vvlint I 
shall luov trouhlo ytui with, only it sorvcs to show tho 
spirit of tho t'l'n'.pnny’s ;:*i\orninon(. tho inodo in which it 
is carried on. and tho niaxiuis on which it prooi'ods. 

Mr. Hastings, from whom J lain* tho doclrino. ondonvours 
io prove that (.’lodt .Sin;; wa.s no sovcroimi priiU'O ; hut a moro 
roinindar or common subject, luddin;; laud by rout. If this 
bo "nmtod ((^ him, it is uo\( to bo soi ii tinder what tonus ho 
is of ojiinion such a landholder, that is a Hrilish subject, 
holds his life aud projtorly under (he Company’s govern- 
lucnt. It is proper to under.stand well (he doctrines of the 
person whoso administration 1ms latcdy roct'ivod such distin- 
jpushed approbation from tho Company. His doctrine is — 
“ that the Conqiatiy, or the prrsim I>i/ if, holds on 

ahsoltifr authority over such r.emindar.'' : — that ho [such a 
Eubicct] owes (lit iinjiJirif and uurrsrrrnf obediiuico to its 
authority, at the forfnfirrr oven of his life and projiriii/, at 
the uiscuvTiON of tliose who hold or fuJiif rcjnrsnifnl tho 
sovereign authority and that ///r.‘>c rights are /;///(/ dele- 
gated to Jiiiit, Mr. ilastings.” 

Such is a British governor’s idea of tho condition of a 
gre.at 7.emiiulnr holding under a British authority, and this 
kiudol authority he supposes fully delegated to him ; though 
no such delegation appears in any commission, instruction, 
or act of parliament . At his disrrcdoji he may demand, of 
the siibslancc of any zemindar over and above his rent or 
tribute, even what he pleases, with a sovereign authority, 
and if he does not yield an implicit imrcscrrrd ohcdienco lo 
all his coninmnds, lie forfeits his lands, his life, and his pro- 
perty, at Mr. Hastings’s dixcredoii. But extravagant, and 
even fr.antic, as these positions nppe.ar, they are less so than 
what I shall now read to you ; for he assorts, that if an)-- one 
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iboold nrgB «n encmption from more than a atatod pcymcnt, 
or thoold conndcr toe dcoda, which petted between him and 
the boerd, * os bcarrog iie jiwii/y and/oree of a treaty between 
eqoa^ etate*,” he aoya, ** that tnoh on opinion u it*elf cnminal 
to the etate of wht^ be u a snl^ect, and that he iru him* 
a^ UMmnble to ita jnaticB, if he gave antniinutnee to mch a 
belu^' Here u a now apeaca ^ crime mrented, that of 
conn ten anciog a belief — but a belief of what ? A bohef of 
that which the court of directora, HaatapgB*g maatera, and a 
committee of thia Houae, hare deeaded at this prmce’a indis- 
putable right 

Bat tuppoaing the Ba^h of Benare* to be a'tocre lubject, 
and that aubject o enminal of the highert fonn ; let ua «o 
what couree waa token by an npnnht Engheh raagntrate. 
Did he ate thia culpnt bedbre hia tnonnal r Did he tnaVn a 
diargeP Did he produce witneaaea P Wieee are not forma, 
they ore parta of fubatantiai and eternal joatiee No, not 
a word of oil thia , Ifr Uoatinn condode* him, la h$ ora 
•luii, to be guilty , he mekea thu coudusuin on ruporta, on 
beanays, on appearancea, on ramourt, on conjectarea, on 
piesTunptKuia , and erai these neter once hmted to the party, 
nor pubboly to any human being, till the whole busmesa was 
done. 

But the goTHtnor tella you bia motiT© for this eitraordv 
nary pro ce eding, eo oontrery to erery moda of justice towarda 
either a prince or a anbject, fiurly without dagmae ; and 
he puta mto your hands the key of hia whole conduct:— 
“ I win Buppose, for a moment, I hare agted with on 
warrantable ngonr towarda Cheat 6mg, and eren with injua- 
tice. — Let my Morm bo eonaultei I left Calcutta, nn- 
p iea aed with a bebef that ejfrtuyrdiMm meow were neccaaary, 
ond thoee exerted with a tieedy h<m4, to preaerro the Oom- 
pany*a laieretf* Jhm mtiwy under tie aeeuvtulaied tceifU 
wheh opprmed tiem I saw a necean^ for curbing 

the o re ry r o r * power of a great member of thmr dmmmon, 
MniJoT U eentrihuin to iAe relirfc^ Heir prtmMy tsn- 

ytmteu" Thu la plain apeafang , after thie, it ii no wonder 
that tirtBajab’awetiStbimdbiB offeiitti,tboTtecB«ntieacd the 

judge, and the opulence of the ddmqnent, are nerer 
ated throng the whole of Air Kaatinga’a apology ^ “ Tbo 
justice and of ciaetmg « ?ojyej)«w»{«J 7 aotW" ‘Ibe 
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resolution “ to draio from his guilt the means of relief to the 
Company's distresses." His determination “to make him pay 
largely lor his pardon, or to execute a severe vengeance for 
past delinquency.” That “ as his wealth teas great, and the 
Company's exigences pressing, he thought it a measure of 
justice and policy to exact from him a large pecuniary mulct 
for their relief ." — “The sum” (says ]\Ir. \Vheler, ijearing 
evidence, at his desire, to his intentions) “ to which the go- 
vernor declared his resolution ,to extend his fine, was forty 
or fifty -lacks, that is, four or five hundred thousand potmds ; 
and that if he refused, he was to he removed from his zemin- 
dary entirely ; or by taking possession of his forts, to obtain, 
out of the treasure deposited in them, the above sum for the 
Company.” 

Crimes so convenient, crimes so politic, crimes so neces- 
sary, crimes so alleviating of distress, can never he wanting 
to tboBO who use no process, and who prodiice no proofs. 

But there is another serious part (what is not so ?) in 
this affair. Let us suppose that the power, for which Mr. 
Biastmgs contends, a power which no sovereign ever did or 
ever can vest in any of his subjects, namely, his own sove- 
t reign authority, to be conveyed by the act of parliament to 
any man or body of men whatsoever ; it certainly was never 
given to hir. Hastings. The powers given by the act of 
1773 were formal and official : they were given not to the 
governor-general, but to the major vote of the board, as a 
board, on discussion amongst themselves, in their public cha- 
racter and capacity; and their acts in that character and 
capacity were to be ascertained by records and minutes of 
council. The despotic acts exercised by Mr. Hastings-were 
done merely in his private character ; and, if they' had been 
moderate and just, would still be the acts of an usurped au- 
thority, and without any one of the legal modes of proceeding 
which could give him competence for the most trivial exer- 
tion of power. There was no proposition or deliberation 
whatsoever in council, no minute on record, by circulation 
or otherwise, to authorize his proceedings. Ho delegation 
of power to impose a fine, or to take any step to deprive the 
Bajah of Benares of his government, his property, or his 
liberty. The minutes of consultation assign to his journey 
a totally difterent object, duty, and destination. Mr. IVheler, 
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at hh denro, tells 'ui long after, that bo had a confidential 
conrersataon with him on Tonoos subject*, of whldi this wa* 
tho pnnapol, m which ilr Haitmgs notified to him hi* ic* 
crct intention* , " and that he hi* support of the 

meaiures which he intended to pumie toward* him (the 
Ki^ah) " Thi* confidential discoune, and iefpwLtis^ of sup- 
port, could giro hm no power, in opposition to an eipres* 
act of parliameiit, ond tho whole tenor of the orders of the 
court of directors. 

In what Tunnuer tho power* thn* n*urpM wero employed, 
IS Icnown. to the whole world, AD. the House hnowt, tint 
tho design ontheilajahproTod a* unfruitful as it wa* Tiolcnt 
The unhappy pnnoe was or^»ened, and his mow unhappy 
conntry wa* enslaved and rmned , but not a n^iee wu ac- 

C d, Instead of a treasure to wermt the Company ■ 

ces, wasted by their wanton wars and corrupt jobt, tlisy 
were plunged into a new war which shook tbear power m 
India to it* foundation , and, to nte the gorernor’e own 
happy snnile, might hare diSMlred it liVft a magic ttiuetaie, 
if the talismnn been broken. 

Bat the snooess vs no part of my concderaticn, who should 
thmk tost the same of this bnsioasa, if the spoil of one Be- , 
yah bad been folly oeoaired, and faithfiiUy applied to the de* 
■tmction of twenty other ^jahs Not only the arrest of the 
Bmsh m his palaee wo* mmeoessary and unwarrantable, and 
calculated to stir im any manly bh^ which remained m hii 
subiecU , but the despotic style, end the eodareme mwlsDce 
of language and demeanour, need to a pervon of greet ooU' 
dition among the politest people in the wortd, wa* mtulcr- 
ablc. Nothing aggruvates triwimy ao much as contumely 
Quiog^ ryp0/ui« t» coh/ssimiu wa* charged by a grest man 
of antiquity, os a pnnomal bead of offence agnuttt tie go- 
Temor-gene^ of that ^y Tho unhappy people were still 
mure insulted A relation, but an enemy to the Cunilyp * 
notonons robber and TiHaiii. called Umun Bmg, kcjjt as * 
hawk m a mew, to fly upon thianafaon, wa* set up to gorffu 
there, in*tead of a prraco honoured and bolored But when 
the buamces of in*mt was accompluhtd, the roTcnne wa* too 
senou* a concern to be intrusted to snob hand*. Another 
wx* set up in hi* place, si guardian to an infant 

Bat here, Bir, mark the effect of aD tboso extraordintry 
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inc.m':. nf nil this pnliry ami justice. The rovomu’s. which 
had lu-cu hitherto jmid with such astonishini' jumctualit v, 
foil into .nrroar. The new prinoi'-piardian wa,*^ (lepnscd witii- 
out ecroinony ; ami, with n« little, east into prison. The 
coYcrnmenl of that once liappy country hn*^ hoon in the ut- 
most confusion over since such I'ood order was fahen about 
it. But. to comjdete the rnnfumcly olfcrod to this undone 
people, and to mahe them feel their servitude in all it;i de- 
gnulution, .nml all its hitterness, the jnwerinnent of their 
s.acrod city, the government of that Benans which had 
been so re.^pected by Ber>inn nml T.artar eompieror.s, though 
of the Mus.sulniau jier.suaston. that oven in tlio ]denilude of 
their pride, power, .and higotrv. no ma^i^^trate of that sect 
entered the jdace. was now deiivorod ovi-r by I'nglish hands 
to a Mahometan; and an .Mi Ihr.ahim Khan was introduced, 
under the Company’s .authority, with power of life and death, 
into the saneluary of the (lenloo ridigion. 

After this, the taking oil’ a slight jiayment, eheerfully 
made by julgrims to a chief of their own rite.s, wn.s repre- 
sented as n mighty benefit. It reinain.s only to show, through 
the conduct in this husine.s«. the spirit of the Company’.s go- 
vernment, and the re.'^peet they pay towanls other jirejndiee.s, 
not less regarded in the Iv.ist than those of redigion ; I mean 
the reverence paid to the female sex in gener.al, and jiartieu- 
larly to women of Iiigh ran!; and condition. Biiring the 
general confusion of ilie country of Gn/ypore. Pannn, tlie 
mother of Cheit Sing, v.'as lodged with her train in a castle 
called Bidgd G nr, in which were likewise dejiosited a largo 
portion of the trca.surcs of her son. or more prnh.ahly her 
own. To whomsoever they belonged was indiflerent ; for 
though no charge of rebellion wa.s made, on this woman, 
(wlncli was r.athcr singular, as it would have cost nothing.) 
they were resolved to secure her with her forLune. 'J'lic 
castle was besieged by l^fajor Popham. 

There was no great reason to .apprehend that soldier.s ill 
paid, that soldiers who thought they had been defrauded of 
their plunder on former services of the same kind, would 
not have been sufficiently attentive to the spoil they were 
expressly come for ; but the g.all.antry .and generosity of the 
profession was justly Buspcctcd, as being likely to set bounds 
to military rapaciousness. The Company’s first civil mngis- 
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trat© difcorered tte groatett nneasme** le*t the Tronien 
ihoiJd hare anjihiDg preaenred to them- Terns, tendmg 
(o put some restraint on aubhuj noleace, were grnnfavf 
Ho wntoB a letter to Mr Popham, refermig to aomo letter 
wntten before to the same effect, which I do not remamber 
to hate teen j bat it ibowa hia aniiety on this sulgect TTm 
hnnsolf j — “I tbmk ezury demand she has Tnqilft on jon, o* 
cept that of safoty and respect to her person, u tmraojonahle. 
If the reports brought to me are mie, your ny ^Tig bet 
offen, or nxy negotuiUon^ would soon obtain you the fort 
upon yonr own terms. I apprehend she will artempt to <&■ 
fraud du eapton of a eonndtrtihje part of thrir ooo*^, 
hftitg nfferta to retifu mdtotU exarnttaiwus Bat this is your 
coocetn, not mm© I abould he very to n s that yonr offlren 
and ©oldiers lost any part of the reward to which they are 
so well entitled, but tou moat b© the b«t radge of the nro- 
orlsed indulgence to the Bonny whoi you nate engaged for 
I will oertamly rafafr , but as to snflenng the Baimy w bold 
the porffttona of Hnriich, or any other senundary, withoot 
being suDject to the auibonty of the semradiir, or aaty Icptds 
vAotioeeer, or mdeed mwViwg any condition with hff for s 
provuion, 1 will never cojwasi.” 

Here your gorenixir gtnanlates a rapaooos and brantunt 
soldieryto the pereonal search of women, leet three nnhanpy 
creatures should areil themselfea of the pirotection of toeir 
Bex to secure any supply for their necremtire , and be poei- 
tvrely order* that no sbpulation should be made for sny pro- 
nsion for them The widow and mother of a pnuce, wcB 
informed of her miserable situation, and the cause of it; s 
woman of this rank became a suppliant to the domesti© ser- 
Ytmt of Mr Hasbngt (they or© own words that I rood) , 

“ imploring his intercession, that she may be reliered /n>» 
ii* AardtA^ and danffere tf herproent eiittattcmi and offer- 
ing to B uii 'c n der the fort, and the treosvre and valuoUe rf- 
feeO oontamed in it, pronded she can be assured of taftty 
and pToitshon to her oeruom amd Aonour, and to that of her 
fiumiy and attondsnta. ’ He is eo good as to oonsent to tlus, 
“proTided she surrender* ererfibmn of raloe, with the re- 
serre only of such srtiole* as you shall think tueasary to her 
oonditaon, or as you ycief*i^ shall b© disposed to indtdg© 
her with — Bat^muld she rtShse to execute tbo prcwpiso she 
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has made, or delay it beyond the term of Wenty-fonr hours, 
it is my positive injimction, that you immediately put a stop 
to any further intercourse or negotiation mth her, and on 
no pretext renew it. If she disappoints or trijies with me, 
after I haxe subjected my duan to the disgrace of returning 
ineffectually, and of course myscK to discredit, I shall con- 
sider it as a wanton affront and indignity which I can never 
forgive; nor will I grant her any conditions whatever, hut 
leave her exposed to those dangers which she has chosen to 
risk, rather tlaan trust to the clemency and generosity of our 
government. I think she c.annot he ignorfmt of these conse- 
quences, and will not veutiue to incur them ; and it is for 
this reason I place a dependence on her offers, and have 
consented to send my duan to her.” The dreadful secret, 
hinted at by the merciful governor in the latter part of the 
letter, is well imderstood in India; where those who suffer 
corporeal indignities generally expiate the offences of others 
with their o^vn blood. Howevei’, in spite of aU these, the 
temper of the military did, some way or other, operate. They 
came to terms which have never been transmitted. It ap- 
pears that a fifteenth per cent, of the plunder was reserved to 
the captives, of which the unhy)py mother of the prince of 
Benares was to have a share. This ancient matron, bom to 
better things [a laugh from certain young gentlemen] — I see 
no cause for this mirth. A good author ot antiquity reckons 
among the calamities of his time, Nohilissimarum fceminarum 
exilia et fugas. — ^I say, Sir, this ancient lady was compelled 
to quit her house with three hundred helpless women, and a 
multitude of children in her train ; but the lower sort in the 
camp it seems could not be restrained. They did not forget 
the good lessons of the governor-general. They were un- 
wiUing “ to be defrauded of a considerable part of their booty 
by suffering them to pass without examination.” — They 
examined them. Sir, with a vengeance, and the sacred pro- 
tection of that awful character, Mr. Hastings’s maitre d’hotel, 
could not secure them from insult and plunder. Here is 
Popham’s narrative of the affair: — “The Eanny came out' of 
the fort, with her family and dependents, the 10th at night, 
owing to which such attention was not paid to her as I wish- 
ed ; and I am exceedingly sorry to inform you, that the 
licentiousness of our followers was beyond the bounds of con- 
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tTvJ; /or, notKrWidanduig all J eonld do, fur ptopU vert 
plu^ered on the road </ moti of ike tidngt tohxch they brovgkt 
ottt cf (he fort, by vhxeh meant one</ the articles of sarrendtr 
hat been rnttak vfratytd The dia^en 1 hmre £eft upon thu 
ooCMion cannot be eiprcticd^ and can obIt be allayed W a 
firm performance of tie olber arhelee of tl» treaty, wbicn I 
■bull make it n^ boimeai to enCorce. 

“The ffuipiaoiffl Trlueli the offleen had of treachsry, and 
the delay made to our getting poeeeaeum, bad enraged them, 
aa wcH ai the tooopa, ao madi, that the treaty iraa at flmt 
regarded as roid, but this dcrtenmaatioa wts worn snereeded 
by prty and oompasoon. for the unfortunate beaieged-" — 
After thifl cornea^ m hu doe order, hlr Hastings , ifho u foil 
of aerrov and indignation, ^tcL, A<x, according to the 
best and zooet aotheatio preoet^ta esteblithed npon snob 
ooatnona. 

The ■women bemg thot diapoaed ol^ that la, completBlr 
deepoildd, and patb«ically lamented, Idr Haftmn at lenm 
rteolWed the great object of his enterpnse, which donag ms 
Kallect the omcera and aoldiere ihonldloae any pert of their 
reward, he seems to hare forgot , that m to tay, “ to drew 
from Bayah’s guilt the meana of relief to the Oompony’s 
distreaaea.” This was to bo the atroELg*hold of hk defence. 
Pus compassion to the ComMny, he knew by eipenenee, 
would sanctify a great deal oT ngour towards the nabros 
But the mflitoCT b^ diitroaaee of their own, •which they con- 
ndereid first. Neither Mx Hastmgs’a authority, nor ha sup* 
plicationa, ocnld prevail on them to asngn a sbiUing to the 
Aram be Tnadn ou the part of the Company Piey dinded 
the boerfy amongst tbamaelTee Dnren from hts daim, he 
•was reducod to pebtion for the spoil aa a loan. Bat tEie 
soldiers were too wise to Tenbtre os a loan, what the borrower 
daimed ai a n^t. In defiance of all authority they thaied 
among themselTea about two hundred thousand pounds 
sterlinff, beaidea what had been taken from the ■women. 

In bS this there is nothing wonderfUL We may res* a*- 
sUrod, that when the mauros of any goremnient estoblnh 
nroxrqg its resourcca eitraordma^ mmns^ and those eiested 
with a strong hand, ■that strong hand ■will proride fhose 
eitraordinary means for t/ss(f Whether the soldj crs y 
peeaou or not (perhape tcmdi might be said for them) certaiD 
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it iSj tlie military discipline of India was ruined from that 
moment ; and the same rage for plunder, the same contempt 
of subordination, which blasted all the hopes of extraordinary 
means from your strong hand at IBenares, have very lately 
lost you an army in IMysore. This is visible enough from the 
accounts in the last Gazette. 

There is no doubt but that the country and city of Benares, 
now brought into the same order, will very soon exhibit, if it 
does not already display, the same appearance noth those 
countries and cities which are under better subjection. A 
great master, Mr. Hastings, has himself been at the pains of 
drawing a pictm-e of one of these countries, I mean the pro- 
vince and city of Farruckabad. There is no reason to ques- 
tion his knowledge of the facts ; and his authority (on this 
point at least) is. above all exception, as well for the state of 
the country as for the cause. In his minute of consultation, 
Mr. Hastings describes forcibly the consequences which arise 
from the degradation into which we have simk the native 
government. “ The total want (says he) of aU order, regu- 
larity, .or authority, in his (the Habob of Parruckabad’s) 
government, and to wliich, among other obvious causes, it 
may no doubt be owing that the country of Parruckabad is 
become almost an entire waste, without cnltivation or inhabit- 
ants ; that the capital, which, but a very short time ago, was 
distinguished as one of the most populous and opulent com- 
mercial cities in Hindostan, at present exhibits nothing but 
scenes of the most loretched poverty, desolation, and misei'y ; 
and that the Nabob himself though in the possession of a 
tract of country which, with only common care, is notoriously 
capable of yielding an annual revenue of between thirty and 
forty lacks, (three or four htmdred thousand pounds,) ivith 
no military establishment to maintain, scarcely commands the 
means of a bare subsistence.” 

This is a true and unexaggerated picture, not only of 
Parruckabad, but of at least three-fourths of the cofmtry 
which we possess, or rather lay waste, in India.' How, Sir, 
the House will be desirous to know for what purpose this 

E icture was drawn. It was for a pm-pose, I will not say 
ludable, but necessary, that of taking the unfortunate 
prince and his country out of the hands of a sequestrator' 
sent thither by the Nabob of Oude, the mortal enemy of the 
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prinoo thoJ rom©d, and to protect ham by meaM of a Bntub 
resident, who might carry hu complaints to the ■upenor 
resident at Oade, or transmit them to Oalontta. Bat mark 
bow the reforroer persisted m his refonnatiom Ibe effect of 
the meainre was better than was probably eipected. The 
pnnce begun to be at eoeo, tho connt^ began to recorer, 
and the Tomnue b^an to be collected, ibose were alsramg 
ctreninstancee. ilr Hasting not only recalled the remden^ 
but be entered into a formal stipulation with the JTtbob of 
Onda. nerer to send an Engiisb subjectagain to Farmckabad, 
and tbufl the country, dosaibod as yon have beord by Ur 
Hastings, IS given up for ever to tbo veiy persons to whom 
be bad attributed its rum, that la, to the S^wols or ■egue»> 
trators of the Nabob of Oudo 

8uob was tbe issue of the first attempt to leliere the dis« 
tresses of tbe dependent pmnness. 1 abaH close wbat I 
have to say on the condition of tbo nartbexn depen dan eia% 
with the effoct of tbo last of these attempt*. Ton will recol- 
lect, Sir, the aocount I bave not long ago stated to yon as 
gireti by Mr Hastings, of tbe mined condition of the 
■troyer of others, tbs Nabob of Oudei, and of the recall, m 
caosei^aenoe, of Honnay, lliddloton, and Johnson, 'Wbes 
the first bttle sadden gust of passion arsmii these gentle- 
men -ns spent, the senttments of old mendsbip began to 
renre. Some healing confenmeos were held between them 
and tbe supenor goremment. ilr Hinnay wi* permitted 
to retnm to Oudej but death prevented the furtbOT adrant- 

r intended for him, and tbe filter© benefits proposed far 
lountry by the provident care of the oouncu-generaL 
One of these gentlemen was accused of tho grossest 

r nlaticm*. Two of them, by Mr Hastings himseH of what 
considered as very grost ofiencca. The conrt of dnectari 
were mfonood, by the goTcmop-goneral and oouncil, that a 
terer© inquiry would be instrtutea against the two somrors, 
they rcqnested that conrt to tuapend its judgment, and 
to wilt tbe event of their proceedings. A mode mqoiry has 
been instituted, by which the parties could not be said to be 
other acquitted or condemned. By means of the bland and 
conciliatary dupoeitionf of the charter goTumor*, and prop» 
prrrate eiplaniiian*, the pubho inoniTy ha* in effect died 
away j the supposed peculators ana destroyon of Onde re- 
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poFO in nil Fccuritv in Iho boFoniH of llu'ir accusers; ^vllilst 
others succeed to tl\cm lo he iustrueled hv their example. 

It is only to comjdete the view 1 jiroposeil of the conduct 
of the Company, ^\ith regard to the dependent province.s, that 
1 shall s.ay aiu/ thin" at nil of the Carnatic, which is tho 
scene, if pos.-^ihle, of jjreater disorder than tho northern pro- 
vincc.'^. J’orhaps it wen* better to say of this centre and 
metropolis of ahuse, whence all the rest in India and in Kug- 
land diverge, from whence they are fed and methodized, 
what was said of Carthage — dr Citrihiu/ittr rntivs rat aUcrc 
jmrinii dierrr. This cnimlry, in all its dimominations, 
isahoni-lG.OOO square mile.*^. ]t may henflirmed univer.*'ally, 
that not one person of stdistance or properly, landed, com- 
mercial, or monied, excepting two or llmee hanhers, wlio ate 
nccc.^sary deposits and distributors of the general spoil, is 
left in all that region. In that country tlie moisture, tho 
bounty of Heaven, is given hut at a certain season. Before 
the .Tra of onr inllncnee, the ijuhistry of man carefully 
husbanded that, gift of God. The Genloo.H ])rescrvcd, with 
a provident and religious care, the precious deposit of the 
periodical rain in reservoir.s, many of them works of royal 
grandeur: and from thc.^ ns occasion demanded, they 
fructilied the whole country. To maintain tliesc reservoirs, 
and to keep upnli annmd advance to tho cultivalor.s, for seed 
and cattle, formed a j)rincipal object of the piety .and policy 
of tho priests and rulers of the Gentoo religion. 

Tin’s object required a command of money ; and there was 
no pollam or castle, which in the haj)py days of the Carnatic 
was without some hoard of Iroa.snrc, oy wliich tho governors 
were enabled to combat with tlic irregularity of the seasons, 
and to resist or to buy ofl’ tho invasion of an encm 3 \ In all 
the cities were midtitudcs of mcrcliants and hankers, for all 
occasions of monied assistance ; and, on tlio other liand, the 
native princes were in condition to obtain credit from them. 
The manufacturer was paid by the return of commodities, or 
by imported money, and not, ns at present, in tho taxes that 
had been originally exacted from his indllstr 3 ^ In aid of 
casual distress, the country was full of choultries, whicli were 
inns and hospitals, where the traveller and the poor were 
relieved. All r.anks of people had tlieir place in the public 
concern, and their share in the common stock and common 
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prosperity I Vat tke dtariend nfit$ wien, and the right 
whai it ^aithooght proper to set op in the Noboh of Arcot, 
introdacod a new lyetem. It was their policy to conuder 
hcardi of money aa enme* . to regard moderate rent* a* 
fronds on the aorcreign i and to view, in the leaser pnnceo, 
any rlmm of exemption nrom more than settled tnlraie, as an 
act of rebellion. Accordingly all the castles were, one after 
the other, plundered and destroyed. The native pnnoeB 
were expelled j the hospitals fell to mnx , the iT s erv o ir s of 
water went to decay , the merchant*, hankm, and mana- 
factnres disappeared ; and sterility, inoigenoe, and depopola- 
tic^ overspread the free of those once flonnshing pronnoet. 

The Company was verr early sensible of these miscAieft, 
and of them true awsa. ^!hoy precise orders, " that the 
natiTe pnneet, called polygara, snonld nai he esttrpeUd , — That 
the rebellion, ^so they efiooss to call it] of the polygara, may 
(they fear) wU too mueJt jitdtot, be attriboted to the mal- 
admuustretion of the Nabob's coUectore." That " they ob« 
serve with conee^ that their troops have been pot to dxtoffreo- 
aiie aemeea." They mi^t have used a stronm ezpretsion 
without nnpropnety Bui they maho amesiu m another 
place. 8peafaDgoftrLepolygaj»,tii©diTectontoythat“itwei 
repdgnaat to humanity to force them to such dreadfol ea- 
trarahes at they ifnderwnt ” That some examples of seventy 
swyHt be necoesary, “ when they fell into the liabob’s hands," 

' and not h/ ike rfesfractum of tke country “ That tkey fear his 
goTemment is none <f tke mildeet , and that there is great 
oppreuion in ooUeotuig hia revonoes." Ib^ state, that the 
wars mwhidi ha has involTed the Oamatio, had been a esnte 
of it* diatresaea , “ that these distretses havo been certam^ 
great , but those by the NdM'c oppremont we believe to be 
greeter ikon ell " Pray, Bm, attein to the reason for their 
opinion that the goreniinent of this their instroment m mor© 
calamitous to the country than the ravages of war — ^Because, 
say they, his opp re ac ons are “ wxlkoui tsterwunoA. — The 
otWi are temporary , ly all wln^i epp rem ont we bebeve 
the Nshob has great wealth in store." Prom this store 
neither he nor tii^ could denve any advantage whstsoever, 
upon the invaBum ofHyder All, in tne hour oJ their greatest 
calami^ and dismay 

It is now proper to compare these declarntlons with the 
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Company’s conduct. The principal reason which they as- 
signed against the extirpation of the polygars was, that the 
weavers were protected in their fortresses. They might hare 
added, that the Company itself, which stung them to death, 
had heen warmed in the bosom of these unfortunate princes : 
for, on the taking of Madras by the French, it was in their 
hospitable poUams that most of the inhabitants found re- 
fuge and protection. But, notwithstanding aU these orders, 
reasons, and declarations, they at length gave an indirect 
sanction, and permitted the use of a very direct and irresist- 
ible force, to measures which they had, over and over again, 
declared to be false policy, cruel, inhuman, and oppressive. 
Having, however, forgot all attention to the princes and the 
people, they remembered that they had some sort of interest 
m the trade of the country ; and it is matter of curiosity to 
observe the protection which they -afforded to this their 
natural object. 

Full of anxious cares on this head, they direct, “ that in 
reducing the polygars they (their servants) were to be cau- 
tions not to 'deprive the toeavers and manufacturers of the 
protection they often met with in the strong-holds of the 
polygar coxmtries ; ” — and they WTite to their instrument, 
the Nabob of Arcot, concerning these poor people in a most 
pathetic strain. “ We entreat your Excellency, (say they,) in 
particular, to make the manufacturers the object of your ten- 
derest care ; parrticidarly when you root out the polygars, yon 
do not deprive the tceave7's of the protection they enjoyed under 
them." When they root out the protectors in favour of the 
oppressor, they show themselves religiously cautious of the 
n^ts of the protected. When they extirpate the shepherd 
and the shepherd’s dog, they piously recommend the helpless 
flock to the mercy, and even to the tenderest care, of the wolf. 
This is the uniform strain of their pohcy, strictly forbidding, 
and at the same time strenuously encouraging and enforcmg, 
every measure that can ruin and desolate the coimtry com- 
mitted to their charge. After giving the Company’s idea of 
the government of this their instrument, it may appear singu- 
lar, butit is perfectly consistent with their system, that, besides 
wasting for him, at two different times, the most exquisite 
spot upon the earth, Tanjore, and all the adjacent countries, 
they have even voluntarily put their own territory, that 
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m, ft Inrpft and floo ctrant^ adjacent to lladreB, 
tbeir jagDire, irboUy out of tlteir protection , and hare oon- 
tnreo to Jartn tbeir aubjecta, and their dntiea towards tbese 
fubjijet*, to that rerj Nabob, whom tbej- thcmaelTc* con- 
stantlr repreeant as on habihial opprewor and a relontlwa 
tjnm t. This tlicy btive done without oot pretenro of jgnar- 
ance of the object* of opprcMion for which this pnnee has 
thounht fit to l>^me their renter j for bo ha* i^am and agiin 
told them, that it la for the aole purpoae of eiorcSuig authority 
he bold* the jaghiro land*, and he affirm* ^and I heliere 
■with truth^ that bo pay* more for that territory than the 
reTonuw yield. Tha d^mency be nin*t make up from hi* 
other temtonc* ; and thus, in order to furniah tie mean* of 
o pp retg m g one part of tie Oanatio, he i* led to oppro** aG 
t^ rot 

The Houae percerrea that the lirery of the Company’s go- 
Temment i* unrform. I hare deocrihed the condition of ^o 
oountne* indirectly, but moat eubstontially, under tie Com- 
pany’s authority And now 1 oak, •whetoCT, icTth this map 
of misgoTeniment before me, I «fcn fuppooo myself bound by 
my Tote to eonbnue, upon any pTmopIe# of pretended pub- 
lic fiuth, the management of these countnea in those handi P 
If I kept such a Cirth (which m reah^ i* no better than a 
Jtdttlatronw) •nth what t* called the Company, I mutt br^ 
the finth, the covenant, tbo aolemn, oriMal, mdispensahlo 
oath, in which I am bound, by the eternal fraiue ana oonsti- 
tutinn of thmg*, to the whole human race 

A* I hare dwelt eo long on three who are indirectly under 
the Company’s adminutratian, I wifl endeaTcror to be b little 
shorter upon the countnea immeduitely under this charter- 
gorernment — Theae are the Bengal pronnees. The condi- 
tion of three pronnere a pretty fully detailed m the firth 
and ninth Beporta, and in them Appendiire I ■will select 
oedy such pnnaplre and uutancre a* are broad and generaL 
To your own thouchts I shall lemre it, to farniih the detofl 
of opprereions inTolTed in them I shall state to you, a* 
shcerfly a* I am able, the conduct of the Company j — lit, 
towards the landed mteieala; — next, the commercial in- 
tereet* — 8dly, the natire gorenmieiit , — and lastly, to thair 
own guremment 

Bpngah and the premnere that are nnitod to it, are larger 
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ttan. tlie kmgdom of Frauce ; aud once contained, as Fi’ance 
does contain, a great and independent landed interest, com- 
posed of princes, of great loras, of a numerous nobility and 
gentry, of freeholders, of loMcr tenants, of rclirious commun- 
ities, and public foiuidatious. So early as 1769, the Com- 
pany’s servants perceived the decay into which these p^o^^nces 
had fallen under English administration, and they made a 
strong representation upon this decay, and what they appre- 
hended to he the causes of it. Soon after this representation, 
Mr. Hastings became president of Bengal. Instead of ad- 
ministering a remedy to this melancholy disorder, upon the 
heels of a dreadfi\l famine, in the year 1772, the succour 
which the -new president and tbecoiuicil lent to this afflicted 
nation was — shall I bo bebevcd in relating it ? — the landed 
interest of a whole kingdom, of a Idngdom to be compared to 
Eran^, was set up to public auction ! They set up (hlr, 
Hastiugs set up) the whole nobility, gentry, and freeholders, 
to the highest bidder. Ho preference was given to the 
ancient proprietors. They must bid against every usuter, 
every temporary adventurer, every jobber and schemer, every 
servant of every European, or they were obliged to content 
themselves, in lieu of their extensive domains, ivith their 
house, and such a pension as the state auctioneers thought 
^ general calamity, several of the first 
nobfflty thought (and in all appearance justly) that they had 
better submit to the necessity of this pension, than continue, 
under the name of zemindars, the objects and instruments of 
a system, by which they ruined their tenants, and were 
Another reform has since come upon 
e ack 01 the first ; and a pension having been assigned to 
ese imnappy persons, in beu of their hereditary lands, a 
df ^at prasi^^ economy has taken place, and deprived them 

of Engbshmen, persons (to use the 
“ ^ ^ ruined and patient Eastern chief) 

^lave disdained to have set with the 
entered into their patrimonial lands. 
COC 00.1 ® bannian was, after this auction, found pos- 

+1 n ° ri yielding a rent of one hundred and forty 

thousand pounds a year. 

Such an universal proscription, upon any pretence, has few 
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toanipk*. Bncii o proKnptjfm, mtlitrat eren a pretftooo of 
delinquowy, ha* noire. It ttandi by it«lt It Btand* b« 5 
monument to aiitoiuflh the unogmution, to confotuod the rcaacm 
of tnanVmd. I confew to you, when I firtt come to fcnoK 
tlm buamee* iQ it* tmo natoro and extent, my anrpnae dxd 
a littlo •OBpend mv indignation I em to cl maxmej- atnpifled 
by tbe dexpemte ooldneaa of a fmr obaciire young men. wbo 
baTing obtained, by 'waya ■which they could not cotaprmxend, 
a power of which they aaw nertber the purpoae* nor tbo 
luDita, toaaed about, gnbrartedL and tor© to piecea, aa if it 
were in tbe gambola of o boyuh unlockme* and tonhee, tbe 
ment cetabhahed nghts, and tae meet ancient and moat rer er e d 
inrtitutKms, of agei and nationa. Sir, I will not now tronble 
you with any detail with regard to what they hare Minoo 
Sone ■with theae •ame land* ana land-holdeTi , only to mform 
you, that nothing ho* been fuflered to *ettle for two eeaaoni 
togetbet upon any ba*3i , and thitt lire lerity and incoTurtBnoy 
of tboee moA legulaton ware not the Ictft aiiltetmg port* of 
the opprenont raffered under them urmpation, nor 'wBl 
anything gire etabiliW to tbe property 01 the natim, but 
an admuuftmtian m £ngbaul at once protecting and stable 
The eooatiy euftoinfl almott erety year the mtaane* of a re* 
volution At present, oU u uncertainty, miieTy, and con- 
fusura. There ^ to be found through tb**e vaat region* no 
longer one landed man who i» a resource for Tolunucry aid, 
or on object for partzoolar ropme. Borne of them were, not 
long »mec, great pnnoe*, tiiey powessod treoausca, they 
lened armiei Th^ wa* a lemindar m Bengal (I forget 
hi* name) that, on tbe threat of on mraiKin, supplied toe 
Souboh of these pronocea ■with the loon of a million iterlmg 
The family at thi* day ■wants credit for a breakfut at the 
bapifir 

I •haB now toy a word or two on tbe Company’* care of 
the oommeroal mterett of those krogdoma A* it *ppetr8 
m the Beporti, that peraon* m the higneit »taticin» in Bengal 
hare adopted, a* a fliod plan of policy, the deatroefaon of oU 
intertaedmte dealer* between the Company and tbe monulao* 
turor, natire rocrohantB hare disappearod of courve. The 
■poll of the revenue* 1 * the sole capital which purchase* the 
produce and inanuCictvire*,ttnd through three or four foreign 
oompaniK tranamit* the official gam* of indindual* to Ew* 
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rope. Xo olher oonunrrv'o lin*; nn rxixti'iu’i’ in Brni^nl. 'I’lo' 
tmn?porl of its- phindi'r the «»nly Ir.nilio of tin- rtmntry. 1 
Avish to refer you to tlio Appciulis to tlio iiijtth Itt-pori for u full 
nccoimt of the junimor in ^\lnot^ the t'ompunv Imvo nrolorted 
tlic coinnioreiid interests of t)«’ir diuninituis in tin’ ilo’-t. 

As to tiio nntive jzoverinnent »n<l tin* ntiininislnilion of 
jnslico, if sulisisteit in n poor, totterini: inntnn r for sojuo 
years. In tlie year 17S1. n total revolutitni toid; j>ln<‘e in 
that cst.ablishinent. In one of the ta’-'iial frealcs of leip’^lntion 
of tlio council of llenaal. tlio whole eriininal jtiristlietion of 
these courts, called the I’iioujdiiry dinliealure, oxereised till 
then by the principal AIus‘<uhnen, was in one d.ay. witlnnit 
notice, witboul eonsidlntion with the nnioist nates or the 
people there, and witbont eominnniealion with the directors 
or ministers here, totally subverted. A new institution took 
place, by which this jtirisdiction was divided between eert.nin 
iinglisb servants of tiic Company and the (lentoo remindara 
of the country, the latter of whom never jietitioned for it, 
nor, for aught that appears, ever desired tins boon, lint its 
natural use was made of it ; it was made a pretence for new 
extortions of money. 

The natives bad' however one consolation in the ruin of 
their judicature •, they soon saw that it fared no belter with 
the linglisb government itself. That, loo, afier destroying 
ever)' other, c.amc to its period. This revolution may w-ell 
bo rated for a most daring act, even among the e.xlraordinary 
things that have been doing iullengal since our unbnj)py ac- 
quisition of the means of so much mischief. 

An establishment of English government for civil justice, 
and for the collection, of revenue, was planned and c.xecnlcil 
by the president and council of Bengal, subject to the plea- 
sure of the directors, in the year 1772. A ccortling to this plan, 
the country was divided into six great districts, or proidncc.s. 
In each of these was established a provincial council, which 
administered the revenue ; and of that council one niomber 
by monthly rotation presided in the courts of civil resort ; 
■with an appeal to tlie council of the province, and tlicuco t.o 
Calcutta. In this system (whether, in other respects, good 
or evil) there were some capital advantages. Tlicrc xyas in 
the very number of persons in each proi-incial coiuicil, au- 
thority, communication, mutual check, and control. 'flu\v 



irens oblige^ cm tbeir mmntoa of ccnffoltabcm, to enter tlteir 
rmoM end di»ent* , eo that n miui of dfli^enee^ of reeMjrh, 
»nd tolemble infiftcily, ertfcmg m djondon, nngbt, from tbeso 
matenala, be enaoled to form tome jadgment of tbe ipint of 
■what w«B gomg on on the fiHthoet W of the Ganges and 
Bnrram pooter 

The court of diroctor* eo <kr ratified tine eftablnbment, 
(•whicb wae oonaonant enough to their gmeral plan of go- 
•remmcTit,) that they gate preoae order*, that no altemtum 
•honld be made in it, ■withont their consent. Bo far from 
bemg aj^maed of onj dengn agaimrt tfau comtjtntion, they 
had reason to oonceive that on tnal it had been more and 
more opprored by then* conncil-ceneral, at knit by the co- 
Temor-general, who bad planned it it the time of toe 
Barolution, the conndl-geaeml mta nominally in two per- 
■om, TirtueBy in one At that tune mcosuree of an ardaoua 
and cnticol nature ought to hare been frirbome, eren if^ to 
the foileit eonndL thie apeciflo meBatne had not been pro- 
Hbitod by the tupenor onthon^ It -waa in thia rery ntu- 
etion, that one man had tbe hardiness ‘to concciTe^ and the 
tementy to oiecnte, a total molQtion m tbe form and tbe 
pefsoQB composing tbe goreniment of a great .trmgdnm. 
WithoQt any preriona ftep, ot one itroke, tM ■whole coniti* 
toticm of Bengal, crril and eruDinal, ■wa* awept atray Tlie 
comjseiloj* were recalled firom their pronnee* , up w ml a of 
fifty, of the pnnoipal offiocra of goTemment rrere turned out 
of employ, and rendered dependent on Mr Haatmga for 
tbeir immediate aubsiatence, and for all hope of fatore pro- 
Tiaioii. The thief of each council, and erne Bnropean col- 
lector of revenue, were left in each province 

But here, Sir, you may unagine a new g o v umm ent, of 
eome permanent oesen^on, -wn* eatabhahed m the place of 
that which had been thus suddenly overturned- No euch 
t.hmg Lett tbeee ehiafii, without conneila, should be con 
cmved to form the gronud plan of aomo faturo goremment, 
it was pubhdy deolorod, that them contmuance ■was onlv 
temporary and pcrmissire The whole subordinate Bntisli 
administnition of revenue was then vested in s eommitteo m 
Calcutta^ sU creaturoe of the goremor-general , and the pro- 
Tincml management, under tho permiiBive cluefi was delivered 
over to native offletra. 
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But, that the revolution aud the purposes of the revolu- 
tion might he complete, to this committee ^voro delegated, 
not only the functions of all the inferior, hut, -what will sur- 
prise tlie Ilouse, those of the supreme administi'ntion of 
revenue also. Ilitherto the governor-general and council 
had, in their revenue department, administered the finances 
of those Iciugdoms. By the new scheme they arc dolegntcd 
to this comniittee, who are only to report their proceedings 
for approbation. 

The key to the whole transaction is given in one of the 
instructions to the committee, “ that it is not necessary that 
they should cuter dis.scnts.” By this means the ancient 
plan of the Company’s administration was destroyed; hut 
the plan of concealment was perfected. To t'lmt moment the 
accounts of the revenues were tolerahly clear ; or at least 
means were furnished for inquiries, hy which they might he 
rendered satisfactory. In the ohscure and silent gulf of this 
committee everj’thing is now hurled. The thickest shades of 
night surround* all their transactions. Ko ellbctual means 
of detecting fraud, mismanagement, or misrepresentation, 
exist. The directors, who have dared to talk with such con- 
fidence on their revenues, know nothing about them. Wliat 
used to fill volumes is now comprised under a few drj* heads 
on a sheet of paper. The natives, a people habitually made 
to concealment, arc the chief managers of the revenue 
tliroughout the pronnccs. I mean hy natives, such wretches 
as your rulers select out of them as most fitted for their 
purposes. As a proper key-stone to hind the arch, a native, 
one Q-unga Govind Sing, a man turned out of liis employ- 
ment hy Sir Jolm Clavering, for malversation in ollice, is 
made the corresponding secretary, and, indeed, the great 
moving principle of their new hoard. 

As the whole revenue and civil administration was thus 
subverted, and a clandestine government substituted in the 
place of it, the judicial institution underwent a lilce revolu- 
tion. In 1772 there had been six courts formed out of the 
six provincial councils. Eighteen new ones are appointed 
in their place, ■nuth each a judge, taken from junior ser- 
vants of the Company. To maintain these eighteen courts, a 
tax is levied on the sums in litigation, of 2-| per cent, on the 
great, and of 6 per cent, on the less. This money is all drawn 
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from the promoM to CcOcntta. The duif jrutice (the nme 
•who itojB ID defljmce of a Tote of thii HcmBe, and oi hii ila- 
jartj’s ncaS) is appointed et once the treaffnm and dajKwer 
of the*e tai^ lened, witiioat any iort of turthon^, from 
the Oomptnj, from the crown, or pariiament 
In effort, Sir, ereiy legal, tegular aathonty m matten of 
Torentie, of polrbcal odmnuatratHm, of aimnial law, of aril 
law, m many of the moet oiaontial parta of military dnaplme, 
IB laid lerd •with the ground j ana an oppreairrc^ irregular, 
ct^moui, unsteady, npaaoua, and peoolatmg decpotism, 
with a direct da»Towal of obedience to osij authanly at 
home, and •without any fixed maxim, prmciplo, or rule of 
prooe^mg, to guide them m India, la at prea^ the state of 
your charfar-goTemmfiit orer great bngdoms. 

Aa the Company haa made thu uae of then* trust, I ihoold 
21 discharge in me, if I refuse to giTO my most cheerful Toto 
for the remreu of tbwe abusea, by put^ng the sfiairs of so 
Urge and Taluahle a part of tbe interests of tha nation, and 
of manfcmd, into some steady bands, poesesamg the eons' 
denee, and assured of the support, of this House, untfl they 
can be rea to red to regulan^, order, and consntenoy 
1 hare touched the beads of some of the cnorancee of the 
people, and tbe abuses of ^Temmenl But 1 hope and trust 
you wm grre me credit, -wneax I UithfoIlT tasure you, that I 
nare not mentioued 'one-fburth pari of •What haa come to ray 
knowledge m your oommitteoi and llirther, I hare fhH rea- 
son to bekere, that not one-unirth part of the abuses are 
ooroe to my knowledge, W that or by any othar means. Pray 
nfmjndfTP wnat 1 bare s^ only sa an mdaz to direct you m 


your mmnnes. 

If tbu then, fiir, haa been tbe -use mode of the trust of 
pohtical powers internal and external, giTon by you m the 
diarter, the next thing to be aeen la the conduct oi the Ocfid- 
peny ■with regird to the comnunnal trust. And hero I w21 
-maVR a fair ofer >*— If it can bo proved that they hate acted 
•WTsely, prudently, and frugally, aa merchanta, I ahafi pass 
by the whole maas of their enomities aa atatesmen. That 
they hate not done this flieir presszt condition n proof 
suraciant Ibeir distressas ere s®d to be omi^ to umr 
wars. Thia is not who2y true- But if it •were, a not that 
readmea to ccgsge In wars, wh^ diitinguiiibes them, and 
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for -wliicli llio commitfoo of secrecy lins eo "branded tlieir 
politics, foimded on tlio falsest principles of mercantile specu- 
lation. 

The principle of l>u}*ing cheap and selling dear is the first, 
the great foundation of mcroantilo dealing. Have they ever 
attended to this principle ? Nay, for years have they not 
actually authorized in their servants a total indifference as 
to the prices they ivcre to pay ? 

A great deal of strictness in driung bargains for ivhatcver 
vre contract is another of the principles of mercantile policy. 
Try the Company by that test ! Look at the contracts that 
are made for them. Is the Company so much as a good 
commissary to their oum armies? I engage to select for 
you, out of the innumerable mass of their dealings, all con- 
ducted \cxy nearly alike, one contract only, the excessive 
profits on which during a short term would pay the whole of 
their year’s dividend. I shall undertake to show, that upon 
two others, the inordinate profits given, with the losses in- 
curred in order to secure those profits, would pay a year’s 
di\idend more. 

It is a third property of trading men, to seo that their 
clerks do not divert tlie dealings of the master to tlioir own 
benefit. It was the other day only, when the governor and 
council taxed the Company’s investment with the sum of 
fifty thousand pounds, as an inducement to persuade only 
seven members of their board of trade to give their honour 
that they would abstain from such profits upon that invest- 
ment, as they must have violated their oaths if they had 
made at all. 

It is a fourth quality of a merchant to be exact in his ac- 
counts. "What will be thought when you have fully before 
you the mode of accounting made use of in the treasury of 
JBengal ?— I hope you will "have it soon. With regard to 
one of their agencies, when it came to the material part, the 
prime cost of the goods on which a commission of fifteen 
cent, was allowed, to the astonishment of the factory to whom 
the commodities were sent, the accountant-general reports 
that he did not think himself authorized to call for vouchers 
relative to this and other particulars, — ^because the agent 
was upon his honour with regard to them'. A new principle 
of account upon honour seems to be regularly established in 
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tbOT dealiogB and thetr treoearj-, which m reality amoont* 
to an outoe aimihilgfaon of the pnnmple of ^ noeonnti. 

It If a fifth p ro perty of a merohant, who doe* not meditate 
a finadolent b*ntraptcy» to colcnlate hia probable profit! 
m)on the maney be taice* up to rett m binmea*. Ihd the 
OcHnpany, when they booght goods on bondi bearing 8 per 
epU interest, at 10 and eren M p«r eeni discount, eren uh 
themadree a qaaation concerning the poaaibUrty of adrantage 
from dealing on theee terms P 

The last qnali^ of a merchant I fhall adrert to, is the 
cure to be properly prepared, in caah or goods, m the 
ordinary oourae of sale, for tn© bills which are drawn on 
them Now I ask, ifbetber they have ere? calculated the 
dfiar prodoee of any pren relea, to make them tally with 
the four miHimf of bdls, which are come and eoming upon 
them, BO ai at the proper penods to eoahle the one to li^d> 
ate the other? No, they hare not They are now obliged 
U> bosfTOw mciny oS iluir enm aervanl* ts> purthttc tb^ a- 
vestmemt The servants tbpukte 6 per eeni on the capital 
they adranoe, if their bSls sboold not be paid at tbe tune 
when they bwme doe , and the valoe of the rape© on which 
they eham this mter^ is taken at two shubngt snd a 
penny Has the Oompeny ever tronblrd tiemselree t© in- 
jure whether their sales can bear the pejment of that 
mtereet, and at that rate of exchange ? i^ve tb^ once 
oonndered the dilemma in which they are placed— -the ruin 
of their credit in the East Indue, if th^ rafuse the bills— 
the niin of their credit and eiistence m England, if they ao» 
eept them P Indeed no trace of eqnitahle govQrnment is 
ferand in their politic* , not one trace of commercial pnnciple 
m tbeir mercantile dealing j and hence it the deepest and 
matnreat wisdom of psiijament demanded, ojid the best re- 
Bonree* of this Vitv ptem most be stramed, to reatore them | 
IS, to restore the cotmtnes destnw^ by the miscoodiKi 
of the Oompony, and to restore tbe Oompeny itsdii romed 
by tbe consequences of theif plans for destroying what they 
were bound to p ro s e rv c . 

I required, ii you remember, at my outwst, a proof that 
these abuse* were habitual. Bat tardy this » not neceatiry 
for me to eonuder as a separate bead ; bocanse I trost I 
have Tnwilw it evident beyond a dembt, in roniidffnng the 
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abuses tbemselves, that they are regular, permanent, and 
systematical. 

I am. noAV come to my last condition, Avitbout ■wbicb, for 
one, I "will never readily lend my band to tbe destruction of 
any established government ; 'which is : That iu its present 
state, the government of the East-India Company is abso- 
lutely iucorrigible. 

Of this great truth I think there can be little doubt, after 
all that has appeared in this House. It is so very clear, that 
I must consider the leaving any power in their hands, and 
the determined resolution to contmue and countenance every 
mode and every degree of peculation, oppression, and tyranny, 
to be one and the same thing. I look upon that body incor- 
rigible, from the fullest consideration “both of their uniform 
conduct, and their present real and virtual constitution. 

If they had not constantly been apprized of all the enormi- 
ties committed in India xmder their authority ; if this state 
of things had been as much a discovery to them as it was to 
many of us ; we might flatter ourselves that the detection of 
the -abuses would lead to their reformation. I will go. 
further; If the court of directors had not uniformly con- 
demned every act which this House or any of its committees 
had condemned; if the language in which they expressed 
their disapprobation against enormities and their authors, 
had not been much more vehement and indignant than ajw 
ever used in this House, I should entertain some hopes. If 
they had not, on the other hand, as uniformly commended all 
their servants who had done their duty and obeyed their 
orders, as they had heavily censured those who rebelled ; I 
'might say, These people have been in an error, and when 
they ^e sensible of it they -will mend. But when I reflect 
on the uniformity of their support to the objects of their 
uniform ceusure, and the state of insignificance and disgrace 
to which aU of those have been reduced whom they approved, 
and that even utter ruin and premature death have been 
among the fruits of their favour ; I must be convinced, that 
in this case, as in all others, hypocrisy is the only vice that 
never can be cured. 

Attend, I pray you, to the situation and prosperity of 
Benfield, Hastings, and others of that sort. The last of these 
has been treated by the Company with an asperity of repre- 
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Itemnon tliat bti BO panJleL Tboj lament ■ thjtt tbe pcnrer 
of dapotmg of tbeir property for p erp et mly ahonld feH into 
tudi bandfll'’ Tet for fourteen year*, mth little intemmtKm, 
be ha* goremed bH tbeir affirin, of erery dearnphnn ^ith an 
abeolnte Bmty He has had himself the meana of httmingnp 
munense wealth , and, dnnng that whole peund, the fSnDea 
of handreda hare depended on hi* amiles and frown* He 
h^TTUMdf ten* you he la encumbewd with two hundred and 
young gentlemen, ecrme of them of the beat fa Truly* m 
Hngland, ^ of whom aim at returning with yiot fbrtunea to 
Europe hi the prune of life. He has then tyo hundred 
fif^ of your children *• hiahost«g« for^our good boharionr . 
ana loaded for year*, ai be ha* been, with the eificrttwna of 
the natiree, mth the o a nf u ree of the court of directort, and 
ftruok and blasted with reeolotiant of this Home, he atOl 
mamtama the moat despotm power erer known In Indm. 
He dommeera with an arerhearmg sway in the aoembliea of 
hzi pretaoded zasstara , and it 2 * tbeoAtm a degree rash to 
▼enture to name hta offencai m tin* Houae, eren a* ground 
of a leauktiTB remedr 

On the other hsno, eonfideff the fete of thoee who htre 
met with the appIauM* of the director*. Oohmei Konaon, 
one of the best of men, had hi* day* 'ihortened by the 
pUueea, deat itu te of tbe support, of the Company General 
OlaTenng, whoee penegyno waa made m erery despatch firom 
England^ whoso hearse w«* bedewed with tbe teera, and hung 
round with tbe eulogiet, of the eourt of dtrecton, bunt an 
honest and mdignant heart at tbe treachery of those who 
rumed him hr their pnzaee. XTneotumon patience and 
temper airoporled Mr Franda a whUo longer imder tbe 
baneful tnflnence of tbe ootamendafaaii of the court of di* 


rector* Hia health howercr »to way at length , and in 
utter despair, he returned to Jsurope At hi* r e tur n the 
doon of the India House were abut to this jn^n^ Trlio bad 
been tbe object of tharconatantadmiratiocu He has indeed 
escaped wiu Me, but be baa forfeited all expectation of 
credit, ctmiequence, party, and following Hemaywdlsayi 
2fe fimo mniftrvj^ erii, tdeo aiiHi eowut cm, Tlua 
TMTi, whose deep readi of thought, whoee large legitlatiTe 
conception*, nud whoee grand pb^ of policy, make the moat 
ahmmg poijt ofourBeport*, from whence wo huTO all fetmied 



SPEECH ox StR. rox’s east-ixdia bill . 


281 


our lessous, if wc have learned any good ones ; this man, 
from whose materials those gentlemen who have least ac- 
Icnowledged it have yet spolccu as from a brief ; this man, 
driven from his employment, discountenanced by the di- 
rectors, has had no other reward, and no other distinction, 
but that inward “sunshine of the soul,” which a good con- 
science can always bestow upon itself. He has not yet had 
so much as a good word, but from a person too insignificant 
to make any other return, for the means with which ho has 
been furnished for performing his share of a duty which is 
equally urgent on us all. 

Add to this, that from the highest in place to the lowest, 
every British subject, who, in obedience to the Company’s 
orders, has been active in the discovery of peculations, has 
been ruined. They have been driven from India, When 
they made their appeal at home they were not heard ; when 
they attempted to return the)' were stopped. No artifice of 
fraud, no violence of power, has been omitted to destroy 
them in character ns well as in fortune. 

Worse, far worse, has been the fate of the poor creatures, 
the natives of ,India, whom the hypocrisy of the Company 
has betrayed into complaint of oppression, and discovery of 
peculation. The first women in Bengal, the Eanny of Ra- 
jeshahi, the Eanny of Burdwan, tlie ^nuy of Amboa, by 
their weak and thoughtless trust in the Company’s honour 
and protection, are utterly ruined : the first of these women, 
a person of princely rank, and once of correspondent fortune, 
who paid above two hundred thousand a year quit-rent to 
the state, is, according to very credible information, so com- 
pletely beggared as to stand in need of the relief of alms. 
Mahomed Eeza Khfin, the second ISlussulman in Bengal, for 
having been distinguished by the ill-omened honour of the 
countenance and protection of the court of directors, was, 
without the pretence of any inquiry whatsoever into his Con- 
duct, stripped of all his employments, and reduced to the 
lowest condition. His ancient rival for power, the Eajah 
Nundcomar, was, by an insult on everything which India 
holds respectable and sacred, hanged in the face of aU his 
nation by the judges you sent to protect that people; 
hanged for a pretended crime, upon an es post facto British 
act of parliament, in the midst of his evidence against Mr. 
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HaftingB. [Oie aocnier taw banged- The culprit, inth- 
out acquittal or inquiry, tmunphi cm the gitnmd cjf thwt 
murder ; a murdar not of NundeomBT only, but of aH hTing 
teatimony, and eren of endenco yet unWn. From 
tune not a complaint hat been heard 6tnn the natiTea aganut 
thmr goTemoTi- AH the gnetunce* of India have found a 
oompl^ remedy 

lien inll not loot to acta of parliament, to peculatioM, to 
deolarationa, to votee, and rtaolutuma No, tiiey ore not 


aueh fools. They inll aik, irtat » the rood to poirer, credit, 
■wraith, and honoura P They will a«V, what coMoct ends m, 
ii»lect, diwrace, poverty, exile, prison, and gibbet P Tbeae 
wili teach them the course whi^ they are to follow It is 
rour dutributum of these that will give the character and 
tone to your goremment. AH the yen is nnaerehle unmace. 
When I acmtse the oourt of dirretors of this nabitnsl 


treeoheTj, in the use of reward and punishmeot, I do not 
meecD to molude all the mdiridnals zu that court. There 


have been, Sir, very frequently, men of the greatest integrity 
and virtue cEoosgvt them , and the eontranety in the d^ 
clantioTu *nd ounduet of that oourt M* amen, 1 take it, 
£rem this t— That the bouast directora hare, by the fiaree of 
matter of fact on the records, earned the reprobation of the 
evil measures of the serranta m India. Tins could not be 
prerentod, whHsi these reoorda atnred them in the lace , nor 
•were tbo dehnquenta, either bere or there, verT aoliultcras 
about thenr reputation, os kmg as they were able to aeoure 
them power The a g re em ent of thear partiaons to censure 
them, munted for a whilB the edge of a severe proce e ding It 
obtained for them a character of impartiality, •which enabled 
them to recommend, •with aome tort of gmeo, ■what vrin 
eltrayi carry a pUosible appeorance, those treaoheroui «• 
pedienta, culed moderate meosures Whilst these were 
under dacuasion, new matter of eomplamt oror, which 
leaned to antiquate the fireL The same circle was trod 
round once more j and thus throo^ yeora they proceeded m 
a ootopromiae of censure for pumiluDent , Tmtil, by shame 
icnd despair, one after another, almost every roam who pre* 
fejred ha duty to the Oompony to the interests of their kT" 
vanta. has been driven from that court. 

This, Sit, has been their conduct j and it has been the re* 
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but inTcrtftd. ITie terranbi in India are not ajrpamted by 
the directon, bat the director! are choeen by Ibe 

trod© u earned on with thmr camtali. To them the rerenne* 
of the esmntry are mortgagei 'Oie »eat of the npremo 

5 u m Oalentta. The home m LeadenhaD Street a no 
more than a ’change for their agenti, factorm, and dcpn> 
meet rm to take care of their affiura, and anpport then 
intcreetaj and thoa ao arowedly, that we ae^ uie known 
agontB of the dekagnent aerranta marahallirtg and dnuMplm . 
mg their forcea, and the prime ipokeamen in all their as- 
eembliea. 

BTBrytbmg haa foUowed m thia order, and according to 
the natural train of erenta. I viQ oloae what I Imre to aay 
on the Incomgiblo condition of the Company, by atating 
to you a few Cudi that will leare no doubt of tM obstmaoy 
of that oorporation, and of their e t i ength too, in reautum 
the refannation of thdr »erTBiita. By theoe facta you wifi 
he enabled to dzaoorar the aole grtimda epou whudt tliey 
are tsnaaoni of their charter it » now more than two 
yean that, upon aocount of tho groaa aboaea and rmnous 
Bituation of the Oo<npany*a afiain, (^whioh oeeanoned the 
cry of the whole world long before it waa t^cem up hore^ 
we inititatad two eommitteea to meuire into the mdiman* 
agementa by which the Ootnpany’s anhin had beem brought 
to tiie bnii of rum- Th^ mqmriee had bcOT pamed 
with unmnitting dihgence t and a great body of facta wei 
coHecied and jmrted Tor general Jn&matiQn^ Intbemnlt 
of tboee mgnmeij althoa^ the oommitteea conauted of tctt 
different dcacripboniL tl^ were unammoua. They jomw 
m oenririiig the -condoct of the Tndmn adnumatratinn, and 
enforong the reipoufibility upon two men, -whom tim 
Honae, m eonaeqaence of teporta, decla:^ it to be the 
duty of the director! to remore their ataticmi, and re- 
call to Great Britain, “ icoraaf led eetei ta e mcatiur 

repnjnmi to tie lononr endj>oit<y ^ ilu nation^ and iler^ 
lrtni^it^reatctdewtttiotonJMtA,and nomvru etpentee m t£f 
J^ast'JndtM Oowtpenf" 

Here was no att^pt on the oharter Here was no qoee- 
twn of tbetr pririlegea. To tindieate their own honour, to 
support their own mleieata, to enforce obedianc* to their 
own order!, thew were the ^o olgect of the nionitoryreiO' 
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lutioii of tills House. But as soon as the general court could 
assemble, they assembled to demonstrate •who they really 
were. Eegardless of the proceedings of this House, they 
ordered the directors not to carry into effect any resolution 
they might come to for the removal of ]^Ix. Hastings and 
Mr. Hornby. The directors, still retaining some shadow of 
respect to this House, instituted an inquiry themselves, which 
continued from June to October ; and, after an attentive pe- 
rusal and ftdl consideration of papers, resolved to take steps 
for remo-ving the persons who had been the objects of our 
resolution ; but not withqut a -violent struggle against evi- 
dence. Seven directors -went so far as to enter a protest 
against the vote of their court. Hpon this the generm court 
tSces the alarm ; it re-assembles ; it orders the directors to 
rescind their resolution, that is, not to recall Mr. Hastings 
and Mr. Hornby, and to despise the resolution of the House 
of Commons. "Without so much as the pretence of looking 
into a single paper, -without the formality of instituting any 
committee of inquiry, they superseded all the labours of their 
o-wn directors, and of this House. 

It wid naturally occur to ask, how it was possible that 
they should not attempt some sort of examination into facts, 
as a colour for their resistance -to a public authority, pro- 
ceeding so very ■ deliberately ; and exerted, apparently at 
least, in favour of their own ? The answer, and the only 
answer which can be given, is, -that they were afraid that 
their -true relation should be mistaken. They were afraid 
that their patrons and masters in India should attribute 
their support of them to an opinion of their cause, and not 
-to an attachment- to their power. They were afraid it should 
be suspected, that they did not mean bliodly to support them 
in the use they made of that power. They determined to 
show that they at least were set against reformation ; that 
they were firmly resolved to bring the territories, the -trade, 
and the stock of the Company, to ruin, rather than be wan-t- 
ing in fidelity to their nominal servants and real masters, in 
the ways they took to their private fort-unes. 

Even since the beginning of this session, the same act of 
audacity was repeated, -with the same circumstances of' con- 
tempt of aU the decorum of inquiry on their part, and of all 
the proceedings of this House. They again made it a re- 
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gnert to tbpir fkroTinte, and yoor culprit, to keep hii poet j 
end tlutokod end applanded mm, witbont e^TImg for e ptper 
rrliict could eflbrd light mto the mant or dem^t of the 
tremiBirtioTi, end withoot giving tliemMlvee a inoinent*i rmm 
to ooniider, or even to nnoeretend, the orticloa of the Harmtta 
peace- The fact ii, that for a long tone there vrasestmgglei, 
6 finnt one mdeed, Wtvreen the Crapany and therr eetrante. 
But it u ft etroffgle no longer For some tune the enpononty 
hoi been decu^ The mtereets abroad eoe beooqie the 
settled preponderating irnight, both m the court of pn> 
pnetora ana the court of directaT*- Even the attempt you 
have to inquire into tboir praoticee -and to reform 

ebuiet, hee rtoeed and mqued them to a for more regular 
and eteady euppert. ‘1^ Oompony hai made a common 
eauee, and idmtifLed theuURdree, inth the deetroyer* of 
India. They have taken on tbemselvee all that mm of 
enormity \ t oey are aupportfaig what you have reproboted , 
those you conaaom they applaud , thoae yon order home to 
answer for thear condact, tn^ requeat to itay, and thereby 
eneourue to proc e ed m tbeir pnotico. Thus the Mmnts 
of the Sat^India Compi^y tnraph, and the repreeentatireB 
of the pecmle of Great nntain are d^eated- 
1 therefm condude, what you all condude, that thu body, 
beang totally perrepted from the purpoeea of its inatitiitioo, 
» utterly inoomgible , and because they are incorrigible, 
both m conduct and constitubon, power ought to be taken 
out of their hands, joat on the same pnndplea on which 
hare been made oil the juat dumgos and rerolutions of 
government that have taken place aiiiM the beginning of the 
world. 


I wfll now soy a &w worda to the general principle of the 
plan which u art up agamtt that of my right honourable 
fi -wnd. It la to re-commit the government of India to the 
court of direetor*, Tboaev who would commit the reformabai 
of India to the deatiwera of it. are the enemiea to that 
formation. ,T would make at ** bctvtTen dircctoea 
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■offenders to correct the old offences ; and lie Mould render 
the vicious and the foolish wise and lirtuous, by salutary 
regulations. He Mould appoint the Molf as guardian of the 
sheep ; but he has invented a curious muzzle, by Mhich this 
protecting Molf shall not be able to open his iaMS above an 
inch or tivo at the utmost. ‘ Thus his Mork is nnished. But 
I tell the right honourable gentleman, that controlled de- 
pravity is not innocence ; and that it is not the labour of 
delinquency in chains that •will correct abuses. WiU these 
gentlemen of the direction animadvert on the partners of 
their o-rti guilt ? Hever did a serious plan of amending any 
old tyrannical estabbshment propose the authors and abettors 
of the abuses as the reformers of them. If the undone 
people of India see their old oppressors in confirmed power, 
even by the reformation, they Mill expect nothing but what 
they Mill certainly feel, a continuance, or rather an aggrava- 
tion, of aU their former suffering. They look to the seat of 
power, and to the persons who fill it; and they despise those 
gentlemen’s regulations as much as the gentlemen do who 
talk of them. 

But there is a c'ore for everj-thing. Take away, say they, 
the court of proprietors, and the court of directors "will do 
their duty. Yes ; as they have done it hitherto. That the 
evils in India have solely arisen from the court of proprietors, 
is grossly false.' In many of them, the directoi’s were heartily 
uoncru’rmg ; in most of them, they were encouraging, and 
some'times commanding ; in all, they were conniving. 

But who are to choose this well-regulated and reforming 
court of directors ? — \V by, the very proprietors who are 
■excluded from all management, for the abuse of their power. 
They will choose, undoubtedly, out of themselves, men like 
themselves ; and those who are most forward in resisting 
your authority, those who are most engaged in faction or 
mterests with 'thfe delinqu'ents abroad, ■mH be the objects of 
their selection. But gentlemen say, that when this choice is 
made, the proprietors are not to interfere in the measures of 
the directors, whilst those directors are busy in the control 
of their common patrons and masters in India. Ho, indeed, 
I believe they ■will not desire to interfere. They will choose 
those whom they know may be ■trusted, safely 'trusted, to ac 
in strict conformity to their common principles, ‘ 
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meMures, intemt*, and connsnotu. They ■wiH ■want 
mordtor ikip controL It u not easy to ch<x>#e men to act m 
ccmIoHnity to a public mtereat arranst then* pnTato i bat a 
sure depeadenco may be had on ihoae who sre choeoa to for- 
ward ttoir pnTate mtereet^at the entente of the pahhtL 
But if the oir ectars should ehp, and manate into iwiitude, 
the pxnnthment it m the hands of the general eo iirt , and it 
win. furdy he remembepcd to them at t&nr next election- 
If the gOTcmiDflnt of India ■wants no refomation , hut 
gentlemen are amnsing themsdTea with a theory, concamiig 
a more democratic or anstocratie mode of grrrw mTnBnt for 
these dependenciea, or if they are in a dispute only about 
patronage , the dispute u with me of so little concern, I 
■honid not tai:e the pama to utter an affinnatiTB or negatire 
to any proposibon m iL If it he only for a theoreixeal 
amnaement that they are to propose a lilll ; the thmg u at 
best friToloua and unneoeetarr But if the Oompiray’s 
goTuminent is not only full of abusa, but u one of the 
oorrupt end destructire tyranuies th^ probably ever ouated 
m the world, (as I am sure it a,) what a erncJ mockety 
would it be m me, end m those who think ^ke me, to propose 
this bmd of remedy for this kmd of eril 1 

I now oome to the third olgecbon, 'That this bill will 
mcrease the mfloenee of the erba^ An bononrable gentle 
man has demanded of me, -whether I was m temest when 1 
proposed to this House a plan for the redoetion of that m> 
flueace. Indeed, Btr, I was much, Tory much, m earnest 
My heart was deroly cancerned in it, and I hope the publle 
has not lost the efi^ of it How fiu’ my judgment was right, 
for what concemed personal fiiToar ana consequence to my* 
soif^ 1 ah ftp not presume to detennme , nor is its 
upon me of any moment But aa to this bill, whether it 
increases the inuuence of the crown, or not, is a question I 
■honid bo ashamed to ask. If I am not able to e mr cct a 
system of ojrpressiaa and tyrsimy, that goes to the utter ruin 
of thirty miluoiu of my feuow-crwtnres and foDow-tulnects, 
but by some mcreise to the influence of the cr o wn, I am 
reedy nere to dedaro that I, ■who bare been actire to reduce 
it, shall be at least as actire and strenuous to restore it agafo- 
I amnolorer of names; I contend for the substonceof good snd 
protectmg gU Ternment, let it come fimn what quarter it wflh 



sTT.rru ON* >ni. rox’s r.AST-iXDix utlij. 239 

But I am not oblif^ccl to Imve recourse to this expedient. 
!Mucli, very much the contrary. I am sure that the in- 
fluence of the crown will hy no means aid a reformation of 
this hind ; which can neither be originated nor supported, 
but by the uncornipt public virtue of the representatives of 
the people of England. Jvot it once get into the ordinary 
course of administration, and to me all hopes of reformation 
are gone. I am far from knowing or believing, that this 
bill will increase the inlluencc of the crown. AVe all know, 
that tlic crown has ever had some inthience in the court of 
directors; and that it has been extremely increased by the 
Acts of 1773 and 17S0. The gentlemen who, as a part of 
their reformation, ])roposo “ a more active control on the 
part of the crown,” which is to put the director.^ under a 
secretary of state, espcciallv named for that ])urpose, must 
know that their project will incrc.ase it further. But that 
old influence has had, and the new will have, incurable in- 
conveniences, which cannot happen \inder the ])arliamcntary 
establishment proposed in this bill. An honourable gentle- 
man,' not now in bis place, but who is well acquainted ■with 
the Lidia Company, and by no means a friend to this bill, 
has told you that a ministerial inlluence has always been 
predominant in that bod}' ; and that to make the directors 
pliant to their purposes, ministers generally caused persons 
meanly qualified to bo chosen directors. According to his 
idea, to secure subserviency, they submitted the Company’s 
affairs to the direction of incapacity. This was to nun the 
Company, in order to govern it. This was certainly influ- 
ence in the very worst ibnn in which it could appear. At 
best it was clandestine and iri'esponsible. Wliethor this was 
done 80 much upon system as that gentleman supposes, I 
greatly doubt. But such in effect the operation of govern- 
ment on that court unquestionably was ; and such, under a 
similar constitution, it -will be for ever. Alinisters must be 
■wholly removed from the management of the affairs of India, 
or they ^vill have an influence in its patronage. The thing 
is inevitable. Their scheme of a new secretary of state, “ with 
a more vigorous control,” is not much better than a repe- 
tition of the measure which we know by experience will not 
do. Since the year 1773 and the year 1780, the Company 
* Governor Johaslono. 
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hat been, under th© control of the »ecretapy of stafe's offlee, 
and m had then three Beere ta nes of rtate. If more thim 
thi» ii done, then thej anmhilate the dmectuin which 'they 
pretend to eu pport j mid they augment the of the 

crown, of whow growth tb^ afliwt eo great a ho rr or Bnt 
in troth this acheme of roooaiciling a direction reoltf and 
traly ddibeErotj?©, with an office really and aubrtantially ctm- 
trolling, M • aort of madunerr can be k^t in order bnt 
a Teiy abort tone. Ether toe director* will dwmdle mto 
olerki, or the secretary of state, as hitherto hai be^ 
conrie, wiD. lecre crerTthing to them, often throogh design, 
oftoi threogh negket. If Doth thoold affect octmty, col* 
lislon, proenstmaJbon, delay, and, in the raid, nttor coo* 
fhsion, mmt ensue. 

But, Sir, there ia one kmd of indnemoe fisr greater than 
that of the unolnation to office. Ths gentleman m oppoo* 
tmn hare totalW orerlooked, althooA jt now exiata in it* 
faD TiffcmT, and it will dowo, np-ro torn scheme, m at least 
•a mo3a force as tt does now That fnflusnee thi* bill cuts 
np ^ the roots 1 mesn the v^u^noe ^^roteetwn. X ihall 
*rrp1«Tn mrself '~The office grren to a vormg mao going to 
ToAfa. u of tniUog caiiaefpuaice. But De t^ goes out tn 
ToalgTifflpmt boT, m a few years retuma a greet Nabob ilr 
Hastings ssra m has two hundred and of that kmd of 
raw midonala, who eipect to be speedily manufactured mto 
the merdhantable quaittr I mention. One of theee gentle* 
men, anppoee, retnnia hither, laden with odinm and with 
riches. \^en he comes to England, he comes as to a pnaon, 
or fta to a sanctnary j and ather i* reedy for him, aerordmg 
to his demesnonr 'Wliat la the mffiumce m the grant a 
aiy place m India, to that whidi ii acquired by the protec* 
timi or comprormae with sndi guilt, and with the command 
of so^ nchci, under the dommion of the hopes and fears 
which power is able to hold out to orery man m that oood*- 
•bon P That man’s whole fortone, half a million perhaps, 
comes an instmment of mdoence, •without a shilling of dtar^ 
to the aril Iht , and the influx of fortoaes -which stand m 
netil of this protection la continanL It srorki both ■wstii 
it influences the delinquent, and it may corrupt the minister 
Compare the influence acqaired by appomthig, for mstano e, 
erca a goremor-goneral, and that obtained by protecting 
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liim. I sliaU' pusli this no furtlier. But I wisli gentlemen 
to roll it a little in theii; own minds. 

The hill before you cuts off this source of influence. Its 
design and main scope is to regulate the administration of 
India upon the principles of a court of iudicature ; and to 
exclude, as far as human prudence can exclude, all possibility 
of a corrupt partiality, in appointing to office, or supporting 
in office, or covering from inquiry and punishment, any per- 
son who has abused or shall abuse his authority. At the 
board, as appointed and regulated by tliis bill, reward and 
punishment cannot be shifted and reversed by a whisper. 
That commission becomes fatal to cabal, to intngue, and to 
secret representation, those instruments of the ruin of India. 
He that cuts off the means of premature fortune, and the 
power of protecting it when acquired, strikes a deadly blow 
at the great fund, the bank, the capital stock of Indian in- 
fluence, which cannot be vested anywhere, or in any hands, 
without most dangerous consequences to the public. 

The third and contradictory objection is. That this bill 
does not increase the influence of the crown. On the con- 
trary, That the just power of the crown will be lessened, 
and transferred to the use of a party, by giving the patron- 
age of India to a commission nominated by parliament, and 
independent of the crown. The contradiction is glaring, 
and it has been too well exposed to make it necessary for 
me to insist upon it. But passing the contradiction, and 
taking it vrithout any relation, of all objections that is the 
most extraordinary. Do not gentlemen know, that the 
crown has not at present the grant of a single office under 
the Company, civil or military, at home or abroad ? So far 
as the crown is concerned, it is certainly rather a gainer ; for 
the vacant offices in the new commission are to be filled up 
by the king. 

It is argued as a part of the bill, derogatory to the pre- 
rogatives of the crown, that the commissioners named in the 
bill are to continue for a short term of years, too short in 
my opinion ; and because, during that time, they are not at 
the mercy of every predominant faction of the court. Does 
not this objection lie against the present directors ; none of 
whom are named by the crown, and a proportion of whom 
hold for this very term of four years ? Did it not He against 

VOL. II. B. 
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tie gtTTHrDar-gcneTnl and council namMl m the act of 177&— 
vho ’n-ero mreated bj name, a* the preKmt coBumwoDei* 
am to be appomted in the Ixxfy of the act of parimment, who 
were to bold their plaeoa for n tern of year^ and were not 
rerooTuWe at the aacrebon of the crown P Did it not hs 
againtt the rc-oppointment, m the year 17S0, upon the rery 
Bame tenni ? Yet at none of th^ tnnee, whatever other 
objeotiaM the acbenie might b© liable to, waa it supposed to 
be a derogation to the juat preregatiTe of the crown, that a 
commiaaioii created hy act of parliament ahonld hare ita 
membera named by the authority which called it into enat- 
once P This la not the diapotal by parimment of any office 
denoed from the authority of the crown, or now dispo^le 
by that authority It la ao for from being anything nmr, 
violent, or alamong, that I do not recollect, m any parba- 
niantaiy comnuasion, down to the comnuaszonera of the land* 
tax, that it baa ever been otherwise 
The ol^ectum of the tenure for four reart is on objection 
to all places that are not bdd during Tuceaure, but in that 
objection I pronounce tb© gentleineD, from my knowledge of 
ther compl^exion and of tocir pnnciplca, to be Perfec^ m 
eomeat. The poity faay tbea© gentlemen) of tlie mitditep 
who proposea flus scheme will oe rendered powerful byit, 
for be wul name hia party friends to the commuwon. TW 
s objection ogainat party is a party objection , and in this too 
the ©0 gentlamen are perfectly senooa. They see that if, by 
any intngne, they aboold succeed lo office, they will lose 
the patrouaga, the true metrmnent of clandestme 

influence, enjoyed in the nana© of subaement directors, and 
of wealthy, trembling, Indian dalmguenta. But ai oft« H 
they are £«ten off this ground, they return to it ogam Tbo 
mirufter wdl name his frienda, and peracaii of bu own par^ 

— 'Whom should he name P Should ho name his adrersaneaP 
Should bo nnin© those whom be cannot treat P Should be 
name those to execute his plans, who are tbo declared eoe* 
zniea to the pnnaplea of hia reform ? llis character la here 
at atake. It be proposea for hia own endt (but he nerer 
will propoao) «u<5i names oa, from tbor want of rank, for- 
tune, charaetcr, ability, or knowledge, are likelT to betray or 
to fall ihort of their treat, he is m an independent Iloose of 
Commons which has, by its own rirtne, deatroyed the initre- 
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incuis of pfirliniBonlai’y pubpcrvionco. Tliis nonse of Com- 
mons would not. endure (ho .pound of such nniuos. lie would 
perish by the means whiclj he is FU])p()sed to pursue for tho 
security of his power. Tlie lir.sl- j)le(lge he must give of his 
sincerity in this gn'at reform will be in the conlidence which 
ought to bo reposed in those names. 

For my part, Sir, in this busine.ss I put all indirect consi- 
derations wholly out of mind. IMy sole question, on each 
clause of the bill, amounts to this : — Is the measure proposed 
required by the necessities of India ? 1. cannot consent to- 

tally to lose sight of the real wants of the people who are the 
objects of it, and to hunt afler every matter of p.arty squab- 
ble that may be started on the several provisions. On tho 
question of the duration of the commission ] am cle.ar and 
decided. Can 1, can any one who has taken the smallest 
trouble to be informed concerning the allairs of India, amuse 
himself with so strange an imagination, as that the habitual 
despotism and oppression, that the monopolies, the pecula- 
tions, the universal dost met ion of all the legal autliority of this 
kingdom, which have been for twenty years maturing to 
their present enormity, combined with the distance of the 
scene, tiic boldness and arliticc of delinquents, their com- 
bination, their excessive wealth, and the Juction they have 
made in England, can be fully corrected in a shorter term 
than foim years ? Kouo has ha/.arded such an assertion — 
None, who has a regard for his reputation, ^\■ill hazard it. 

Sii’, the gentlemen, whoever they arc, who shall be ap- 
pointed to this commission, have an imderlaking of mag- 
nitude on their hands, and their stability must not only be, 
but it must be thought, real ; — .and who is it will believe, that 
anything short of an establishment made, supported, and 
fixed in its duration, with all the authority of parliament, 
can be thought secure of a reasonable stability ? The plan 
of my honoui-able friend is the reverse of that of reforming 
by the authors of the abuse. The best we could expect 
from them is, that they should not continue their ancient, 
pernicious acti\dty. To those we could think of uotliing 
but applying control ; as we are sure that even a regard to 
their reputation (if any such thing exists in them) would 
oblige them to cover, to conceal, to suppress, and consequent- 
ly to prevent, all cure of the grievances of India. Eor what 
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eon be ducorercd, whidi is wrt to their di^race ? Ercry 
attempt to correct an abnie •would be a mtire on their former 
odmlnutraticm Erery man they ahonld protend to call to 
an aocotmt would be fbond thm instrument, or their ao- 
eompUce. They can nerer eee a beneficial regulation, but 
with a Tww to dflteet it The ihoTter the tenure of such 
personfl, the better would be the chance of aome amendment 

But the ijetem of the bill u diflerent It calls in per- 
eonfl m norme concomed with any act centured by parlia- 
ment , penoni gonerated with, and for, the reform, of which 
they are themseiTes the moat eaaential part To tbcae the 
chiw regulations m the bill are helps, not fetten , they are 
authontiet to fuppoit, not regnlaticma to reatram them. 
From theae rre look for much more than innocence From 
theoe we expect real, flrnmosa, and nnremittod aotinW Their 
du^, their character, binds them to proceedings oi rigour ; 
and they ought to hare a tenme in therr offl» which pre- 
dudea aB £ot, whilst tbey^ are oehng up to the porposee of 
their bust , a tenure withoot whiw none will undertake 
plans that require a tenea and system of acta TTben they 
tnow that they cannot be whapwed out of tbeir doty, tlai 
their pobbo eendnet cannot be censured without a pubbe 
diaoumon, that the achemeB which they hare begun wiU 
not be oomtnitted to thoae irho wiE hare an inteffeat and 
credit m defeating and disgraong them, then wo may en- 
tertain hopes. Too tenure la tor four jeara, or dtmng 
theip good behaviour That good behanour is as long as 
they are true to the principles of the bill; and the jodgineirt 
is in ertbor House of Parbainent. This is the tenure of tout 
judges ; and the valuable pnodple of the bill is to maso ■ 
jodioinl admmistTatiou for India. It la to give confidence In 
the execution of a dob, which remnres as much persoTertmeo 
and fortitude, aa can wil to tbe lot of any that u bom of 
woman. 

As to the griTTi hr party, from tbe right honourahlo gentle- 
man's hiU, let it De shown, that this supposed party ad- 
■nntage is pemunous to ita object, and the objection is of 
weight but until this is done, and this has not b^ attctnpt- 
I shall consider tbe sole objection, from its tendenffr ^ 
promote the interoit of a party, as altocetber amtemptfble 
Kis kingdom is divided into porbe#, anu it ever has been » 
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divided, and it ever will be so divided ; and if no system for re- 
lieving the subjects of this kingdom from oppression, and 
snatching its affairs from ruin, can be adopted, until it is de- 
monstrated that no party can derive an advantage from it, 
no good can ever be done in this country. If party is to 
derive an advantage from the reform of India, (which is more 
than I know, or believe,) it ought to be that party which 
alone, in this kingdom, has its reputation, nay its very being, 
pledged to the protection and preservation of that part of 
the empire. GTreat fear is expressed, that the commissioners 
named in this bOl will show some regard to a minister out of 
place. To men made like the objectors, this must appear 
criminal. Let it however be remembered by others, that if 
the commissioners should be his friends, they cannot be his 
slaves. But dependents are not in a condition to adhere to 
friends, nor to principles, nor to any uniform line of conduct. 
They may begin censors, and be obliged to end accomplices. 
They may be even put under the direction of those whom 
they were appointed to punish. 

The fourth and last objection is, that the bill will hurt 
public credit. I do not know whether this requires an 
answer. But if it does, look to yoiu foundations. The 
sinking fund is the pillar of credit in this country ; and let 
it not be forgotten, that the distresses, owing to the mis- 
management of the East-India Company, have already taken 
a milhonfrom that fund by the non-payment of duties. The 
bills drawn upon the Company, which are about four millions, 
cannot be accepted without the consent of the treasury. The 
treasury, acting under a parliamentary trust and authority, 
pledges the public for these millions. If they pledge the 
public, the public must have a security in its hands for the 
management of this interest, or the national credit is gone. 
Eor otherwise it is not only the East-India Company, which 
is a great interest, that is undono, but, clinging to tlie secur- 
ity of all your funds, it drags down the rest, and the whole 
' fabric perishes in one ruin. If this bill does not provide a 
direction of integrity and of ability competent to that ti'ust, 
the objection is fatal. If it does, public credit must depend 
on the support of the bid. 

It has been said, if you violate this charter, what security 
has the charter of the bank, in which public credit is so 
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deeply concerned, and even the charter of Londcm, in •whidi 
the right* of so manj' subjects ore mrolred P I answer, In 
the like case they hare no security at ail— No— no security 
at all. If the bonk aboold, by erery species of nugmanage- 
ment, fafl into a state similar to that of the East-India CJom* 
pany, if it ehoold be opprcased with demands it could not 
answer, en^fngcmcmt* which rt could not perform, and with 
Mlis/orwhichitcoaldaotprocarepaynieat, nocharfersboald 
protect the mismanagement from eoTTectiDn,»nd such pnhlie 
grievances from redress If the city of London bad the 
means and vrill of destroying an empire, and of cruelly op- 
preesing and tyraamcnig over idiUiods of men as good as 
tbemselTea, the charter ot the oty of London should prove 
no sanction to such tpunny and such oppression. ChartcTB 
are kept, when their purpoeet are maintained they are 
nolateo, when the pciTflego is supported against its end and 
iti ob;ect. 

Now, Sm, I have finished all I proposed to say, as 
reasons for givmg my vote to th» buL If I lun wrong, it is 
not for want of pains to know what is nght This pedge, 
at least, of my rectitude I hare pvcn to my country 

And DOW, hanug done my duty to the bill, let me say a 
word to the author 1 should leaTe him to his own noble 
sentiment*,!/ the unworthy and nbberal language with which 
he has hem treated, beyond all oiample of pariiamentarr 
liberty, did not make a few words n«e**ai 7 - , not so mura 
in justice to him, os to iny own feelings. I must wiy then, 
that it will bo a distinction bonoorablo to the age, that the 
rescue of the greatest number of the human raco thSt ever 
were so gnevoosly oppressed, from the greatest tyranny that 
WHS ever ciercised, um fallen to the lot of abilities and da- 

C tiona equal to the task, that it has fallen to on© who 
the enli^gemcnt to coTOprehend, the spirit to undertake, 
and the eloquence to support, »o great ameasuroof haiardwB 
benerulenco- Hii spirit is not owing to his ignorance of the 
state of men and tmngs, ho well knows what snare* art 
spread about hii path, from peraonal aniraoslty, frora court 
intrigue*, and poseihly from popular delusion. But he h»* 
put to hatnrd his ease, his security, his interrst, hi< 
eren his darlmg populanty, for the benefit of s people w hota 
ho has DOTcr seen. This is the rood that *11 heroes bsto trod 
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"before liiin. Ho is Irntliiecd .nud abused for Ins supposed 
molives. He Avill reinoiuber, that obloquy is a necessary in- 
gredicut in the composition of all true glory; ho u'ill re- 
nietnbcr, that it was not only in the ]loinau customs, but 
it is in the nature and constitution of things, that calumny 
mid abuse arc essential parts of triumjih. These thoughts 
will support a mind, which only exists tor honour, under the 
burthen of temporary rejiroacb. lie is doing indeed n great 
good; such as rarely ialls to the lot, and almost ns rarely 
coincides with the desires, of any nmn. Let him use his 
time. Let him give the whole length of the reins to his bene- 
Tolence. lie is now on a great- eminence, where the eyes of 
manlvind arc turned to him. He may live long, ho may do 
much. But here is the summit. He never can exceed what 
he docs this day. 

He has faults ; but they arc faults that, though they may in 
a small degree tarnish the lustre, and sometimes impede the 
march, of liis abilities, have notliing in tliem to extinguish 
the fire of great virtues. In those faults, there is no mix- 
ture of deceit, of hi-pocrisy, of pride, of ferocity, of com- 
plexional despotism, or want of feeling for the distresses of 
mankind. His arc faults which might exist in a descendant 
of Henry the Pourth of Prance, as they did exist in that 
father of bis country. Henry the Pourth wished that bo 
might live to sec a fowl in the pot of every peasant in his 
kingdom. Tliat sentiment of homely benevolence was worth 
all the splendid sayings that are recorded of kings. But ho 
wished perhaps for more than could be obtained, and the 
goodness of the man exceeded the power of the king. But 
this gentleman, a subject, may this daj' say this at least, ndth 
truth, that he secures the rice in bis pot to every man in 
India. A poet of antiquity thought it one of the first dis- 
tinctions to a qirince whom ho meant to celebrate, that 
through a long succession of generations, he had been the 
progenitor of an able and virtuous citizen, who by force of 
the arts of peace, had corrected goi^ernments of oppression, 
and suppressed wars of rapine. 

Indole proh quanta juvenis, qunntumque datums 

Ausonite populis, ventura in sttcula civem. 

lUe super Gangem, super esauditus et Indos, 
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JsipWdi ttfTu not et Aniilit beO* 

FoIbIm ccmpeacft Imgius.— >- 

Thi* TM xiiat waa sud of tb© predwetsor of the onl^ per^ 
eon to whose eloquence rt doe* not wrong that of the morw 
of this bin to be compared Bot the Gangee and the Indus 
are the patnmony of the fame of mj honourable friend, and 
not of Cicero t confesi, I antiajite with }aj the reward 
of those, whose whole ccnseanenca power, and aathontj, 
emt onlp for the benefit ot nuncad, and I ciuay mj 
mmd to u the people, and all the names and detcnptKuts, 
that, reliemd by this MU, wiU blew the labouta of this par- 
liament, and the confideooe which the best House of Com- 
moni has giren to him who the best deserres it. The little 
cstDi of p^rtr will not be beard, where freedom and hajjpi- 
nesa will W lelt There is not a tongne, a nation, or rebgion 
m Inda, which will not bless the presiding care and manly 
benefioence of this House, and of Wn who propoect to you 
this gr«it work. Tour name* will never be separated before 
the tWme of the Hirme Goodness, m whatever language, or 
wjth v^terer ntei, poidoD is aal^ for sin, and rwwvd for 
those who ?>wri3»fa% the Godhead m bis nnirsml boonty to 
hts ewature a. These bonoors you deserve, sod they wil! 
sniely be paid, when aU the jawon of mfluenee, and party, 

^ and pctronsge, are swe p t mto oburiotL 
t' I nave spoken what I tbinlu and what I fed, of the morre 
^ of this b iTl- An bonourablo mend of mine, speaking of his 
mentB, was cbaiged with haring made a stndiod ponegync. 
I don’t know wlMt hi* was Jlme, I am nm, u a studied 
panegyno , the fruit of much meditation , the result of the 
observation of near twenty years for my own port, I am 
happy that I hare bred to reo this day , I feel myself over- 
psud for the labours of eighteen years, when, at this late 
period, I am lile to take rojf share, by one humble rote, m 
dufiroying a tyranny that exists to the disgrace of tbU na- 
tion, and the destruebon of so large a port of tio human 
spemei 
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REPEESEKTATM TO HIS MAJESTY, 

MOVKD 

THE HOUSE OF COMIMONS, 

IlY 

TUi: RIGHT nON'. RDMtrXD RURKE, AND SECONDED BY "WILEIASI 
YINDIIAM, ESQ., 

ON AIONDAT, JUNT. 14, 17S4, -YND NEQATmiD. 


WITH A PREFACE AND NOTES. 


PEEFACE. 

The Ecpresentntion now ^ivcn to tlic public relates to 
some of the most essential privileges of the House of Com- 
mons. It would appear of little importance, if it were to bo 
judged by its reception in the place where it was proposed. 
There it was rejected without debate. The subject matter 
may, perhaps, hereafter appear to merit a more serious con- 
sideration. Thinking men will scarcely regard the^enaZ dis- 
solution of a parliament as a very trifling concern. Such a 
dissolution must operate forcibly as an example ; and it much 
imports the people of this kingdom to consider what lesson 
that example is to teach. 

The late House of Commons was not accused of an in- 
terested compliance to the will of a court. The charge 
against them was of a different nature. They were charged 
with being actuated by an extravagant spirit of independency. 
This species of offence is so closely connected with merit, 
this vice bears so near a resemblance to virtue, that the 
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flight of a House of Oommont abore the enct temperato 
medium of independence ought to be correctlj ascertained, 
lest TTo givocnccruTBeementto dispositions of a less generous 
nature, and lest saie for tho people ire ought to call for 
Tcrj solid and conTmcmg jroou of the existence, and of the 
magmtnde too, of the enls, irhich are charged to an mde- 
pendoct spint, before we gire sanction to any measure, 
that by checlmig a spurt so easily damped, and ao hard to 
L© excited, may affect tho liberty of a part of oor constihi- 
faon, winch, if not free, is worse thsn useless. 

The editor does not deny, that by possibility sndi an 
abuse may exist but, pnsia rtvsfe, there is no reason fo 
presume it. The House of Uommons a not, by its com- 
plexion, peculiarly subject to the diiterapers of an inde- 
pendent Mbit Very little compulsion is necessary on tho 
port of the people, to render it abundantly complauant to 
nuniaten and farountes of all deacrjptiooa It required a 
great length of time, rery oonsidorable industry and pme* 
Teranee, no mlgtr policy, the umon of moiiT men and many 
tempera, and the conearrenee of ©rents wbici do not happen 
erery day, to build up an mdepondfint House of Commons 
Its aemoliboti was accomplished m a moment ; and it was 
the wori of ordmaij hanos But to construct, n a matter 
of skin , to demolish, force and fury are suffiaent 

The late House of Ckimroons bos bee^umthed for its in- 
dependence That example is made HnTS we on example 
on record, of a House of Oommons pumshed for its sorrilityP 
liie rewsitls of a senate so dispoM are manifest to toe 
world, flcreml gentlemen are ytrj desirous of altering tho 
constitution of the House of Commons but they must alter 
the fiume and constitution of homan. natoro itself^ before 
they can so fashion it by any mode of election, that its com 
duct win not bo influenced by reward and punishment, by 
finne, and by disgrace. If tbw examples fake root m toe 
rninils of men, what roeinbcre hereafter wtH, bo bold enough 
not to be eomipt P EepedaBy as tb© long’s high-way of ob- 
eeqmouiness is so rery broad and easy To make a paseiro 
member of parliament, no cJigncty of m^cci, no ptvKcph* of 
bonouT, no resolution, no obility, no industry, no leaniin^ 
no cipeneoce, are m the least degree necessary To defend 
a post of importance agamrt a powerful enemy, requires an 
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; n ilrunla'ii invalid is qualified In linisi a uliilo flag, 
or to (U'livt'r vip tlie kevs of tlu* fovlress on his knees. 

Till' genlleini'ii ehosm int(' ihis parliament, for the pnv- 
pn.-^e of this surrender, were luvd to better tliiims; and aro 
no douht qie.ililied for (dher ser\iee. lint tor this strenuous 
exertion of inaetiviiy. tor the vi'jorous task of suhiuission 
.and p.’i“-sive ohedietu'i*. all their learning .and ahility arc 
r.ather a mnltt'r of p-uvonat ornament to thenmelves, than 
of the least use in the performanee of their duty. 

'J’he present surrender, (herefun-. (>r right and privileges, 
wilhuul examination, and tlte n-.-oln) irui to snpptirf any 
minister given hy tlu' s,.civ{ advisers (d* tlu' erown. deter- 
mines not mdy o'e. all the power and anihority of tin' House, 
hut it settles tlie ehanieicr auil deseriplion of the men who 
are to oomjntse il. and ]H'rpetuat<’s tlial eharaeft'r as long as 
it may he ihonght expi'dient. to keep up a ]»liantom of jmjm- 
lar representation. 

]l is for the elianee of some amendment heioro this new 
settlement takes a permanent form, and while the matter is 
jh't soft and duetile. that the Hditor ha-^ republished this 
])ieee. and added some imtes and explanations to it. His 
intentions, he hopes, will exense him to the original mover, 
and to tin' world. He arts from a strong sense of the I’n- 
curahle ill *'fli'eis of liolding out the eomluet of the late 
dloiise of Commons, as an example to he shunned hy future 
ropro.senlativcs id’ the pi'ople. 


MOTION 

KttAlUt to 

THE SriGECII FROM THE THRONE. 

Lniuc, Tlo 7)/c •Tuvtj, 1781. 

A xroTiox was made, That a roproscnlntion he presented to 
his i\lajesty, most humbly to oll'er to his royal consideration 
that the address of this Jlouse, upon his Mnje.sty’s speech 
from the throne, was dictated solely hy our com'iction ol Ins 
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3riJeety’B own mo»t gradoti* mtentwni torards ha people, 
which, a* w© feel with gratatnda, so ttb are orer reodj' to *o> 
knowledge with ebeerfoineM and •atii£iiction> 

Impratsed with these •entimcnta, we were willing to 
separate firom oar oeneral expoesuanj of dn^, re^jeet, and 
vcneratioii to his hujeatj'a toynl person and hia pnoedT- 
Tirtoef, all discuation whatOTor, with relation to ae ma l of 
the matters eoggerted, and aerered of the cxpreseion* cm- 
pU2^ m that apeeth 

!fhat it was not fit or bectraimg, that anj decided c^muon 
ehoold be formed by his faithful Oomroons, on that apeeeh, 
inthout a degree of delQiernhoii adequate to the importance 
of the object, Hanng afforded onrselrt* due tune for that 
deliberation, we do now moat hnrobly beg leare to represent 
to ha llajeaty that, in the speech firom the throne. Ins inmis- 
ters hare thought proper to use a language of a reiy alarm- 
ing import, unaothoruied by the practice of good tuoee, imd 
irreocmoilable to the pnnciptea of thu jroreniment 

Humbly to eipreaa to his hlajeatr, it is the prrnleffO 
and dn^ of this Hoose to guard the eonititution from all 
infringement on the part of ministers , and, whenerer the 
occasion requasM it, to warn them againat anr abase of the 
aathontiea committw to them , but it is rery lately, ‘ that in 
a maimer not more unseemly than irregnlnr and prepos te r- 
oua, mimsters hare thought proper by odmonihon from the 
throne, implying distrust and reproach!, to oonrey the eipoct- 
ations of the people to us, their sol© representati’ree ,*^ and 
hare preaumed to eaubon oa, the natoi^ guardians of the 
coustitubon, agonist any infringement of it cm onr parts. 

This dangerous umorabon we, ius faithful Oommons, think 
it our duty to mark , and as these admonibona from the 
throne, by thmr frequent repebtion, seem intended to loud 
gradually to the estaWrsbment of an usage, wo hold oarselres 
bound thus solemnly to protest sgainit them. 

TSns House will 6c, as it orer ought to be, annonsly atten* 

• 8« Ktnj'i Speetii, ITwi- 8, 17M. tnd Wty 19. ITfil. 

* “ I idn u Tct tabaiH to the doctrtacs I hare ami tUt i»j Ctmb Qm 

ireolsi^ tb*t the oOwr ilone [Hoqm ut CosoDOoel are the aoij irjt*' 
tAtaUrw U)d giMrdniit of tbe a riitiU j 1 tnldly ipalntifa Ua coo- 

txaiT— I tar tliii Houae [Ilcmaeof Lorde] A ry te n U eftrra 

f.ti Xerf SWwtrm » ^pewA, 1^^®* Vjd# 

tarf Jltflaitr,-rtA.r. pap 393. 
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tive to the inclinatioua and iutcreats of its constituents : nor 
do Tve desire to straiten any of the avenues to the throne, or 
to either House of Parliament. But the ancient order, in 
■svhich the rights of the people liavo been exercised, is not a 
restriction of these rights. It is a method providentially 
framed iu favour of those privileges, Avhich it preserves and 
enforces, by beeping in that course which has been fonnd the 
most effectual for answering their ends. His IMajcsty may 
receive the opinions and wishes of individuals under their 
signatures, and of bodies corporate xuidcr their seals, as ex- 
pressing their own particular sense : and he may grant such 
redress as the legal powers of the crown enables the cromi to 
afford. This, and the other House of Parliament, may also 
receive the wishes of such corporations and individuals by 
petition. The collective sense of his people his IMajesty is 
to receive from his Commons in parliament assembled. It 
would destroy the whole spirit of the constitution, if his 
Commons were to receive that sense from tho ministers of 
the crown, or to admit them to be a proper or a regular 
channel for conveying it. 

That tho ministers in the said speech declare, “ His j\Ia- 
jesty has a just and confident reliance, that we (his faithful 
Commons) are animated witli tho same sentiments of loyalty, 
and the same attachment to our excellent constitution, which 
he had the happiness to see so fully manifested in every 
part of his kingdom.” 

_ ' To represent, that his faithful Commons have never failed 
• in loyalty to his Majesty. It is new to them to be reminded 
of it. It is uimecessary and invidious to press it upon them 
by any example. This recommendation of loyalty, after his 
Majesty has sat for so many years, with the full support of 
all descriptions of his subjects, on the throne of tliis kingdom, 
at a time of profound peace, and without any pretence of 
the existence or apprehension of war or conspiracyj becomes 
in itself a source of no small jealousy to his faithful Com- 
mons : as many circumstances lead us to apprehend that 
therein the ministers have reference to some olher measures 
and principles of loyalty, and to some other ideas of the con- 
stitution, than the laws require, or the practice of parliament 
will admit. 

jSTo regular communication of the proofs of loyalty and 
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attnchmcnt to the comtifcutioti, aHaded to m the Bpeeci from 
the throne, have been laid before tUii Houae, m order to en- 
able uj to judge of the nature tendency, or occaaion of them , 
or m wha* partzoular sotj tnej irere diapln^ , but if ire 
are to suppoee the mamfeatation* of loyalty (which are 
held out to ti* aj an example for umtation) coruut m certain 
addreaac* dehrered to hia Majeaty, promismg tupport to htt 
Uajeaty m the eierciao of hia prarogatiTe, and thaniing hie 
Majesty for rctmoTin^ certain of hia mmiaterw, on account of 
the Tot^ they have gironupon bills depending mparUament, 
— if thiB be the example of loynlW alluded to m the speech 
from the throne, then we must beg leave to express out 
wrzous concern for the unprcaaion which has been made oa 
any of our fellow subjects by misrepreaentotiona, which bare 
aecuced them into a Meming approhction of prowcdings sub- 
TOTive of their own freedom. Weconceive.tMt the opinions 
delivered in these were not well cemsidaied , nor were 
the nartie* duly informed of the nature of the matt^ on 
which they vv ere colled to detenmne, uor of those procoed* 
in« of perhanKmt which th^ were led to eeusure. 

We shall act more adfiaedlj — ^The Icyal^ we shall mani- 
fest will not be the same with theirs , but, we trust, it will 
be equally sincCTe, and more eidigbtened. It ut no slight 
outhonty which shall persrosdo ub (by reeeirmg ai prools of 
loyalty the mistaken pnncipleslipbtlT taken up in tbeso od- 
dmses) obliquely to cnnnnatSj with too heavy and nogroond- 
ed charge of disloyalty and disaffection, on uncormpt, inde- 
pendent, and refonnmg psrlianumt.^ Ahoro all, we *hwn 

' In that paiUsmcol tbs House of Commeu by two nrtnl resoltitloas 
put tn md to the AmcintB wai ImmediatetT cn tbs dungs of mhiistiy, 
whkb etisaed, tn older to seems tbar osn hnspeBdence, tad to TssMot 
tbs sccanreUtkm of new borlhns ro the people by ths frowth of t chD 
Ibt debt, they FtksedtbetvUbhdEEaeaibOL By tbu UH thirty-six offices 
totsble by membm of mriUnwet w«s si^rwed { tad an onet of pay- 
TTuct wu framed, by snicb the posUi of any frtah debt wu mdeted 
iapTSctkshle. The dsbt on the cinl list from the b t finnfns of the pn- 
sect Te%n had caoemted to one miLlun three hsadred thormnd pouods 
sndnp xa i' d i. Aaother act wu passed turnfobd lug the oiOee of the pay - 
msstei'faiertl end the offices sabordmale to h. A mOlion of public 
BOoey bad semeiliDes bets in tko handa of ths paymastertt this act pr- 
Tented the posJbtlUy of aay moosy whatsoSTrr befog aecmnolalfd in chat 
offics in fatmi*. The offices of the facbe«iWT, shose enoinwsnls fa tims 
of wii w«ie excteJi e, pew hi exact propcrtkffl to ths pobUo bmtbnis. 
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take care that none of the rights and privileges, al^vays 
claimed, and since the accession of his Majesty’s illustrious 
family constantly exercised, hy this House, (and ■which we 
hold and exercise in trust for the Commons of Great Britain, 
and for their benefit,) shall he constructively surrendered, or 
even weakened and impaired under ambiguous phrases, and 
implications of censure on the late parliamentary proceed- 
ings. If these claims are not well-founded, they ought to 
be honestly abandoned ; if they are just, they ought to be 
steadily and resolutely maintained. 

Of his Ma-jesty’s o'uoi gracious disposition towards the true 
principles of our free consti'tution, his faithful Commons 
never did, or could, entertain a doubt : but we humbly beg 
leave to express to his Majesty our uneasiness concerning 
other new and unusual expressions of his ministers, declara- 
tory of a resolution “ to support in their just halance, the 
rights and privileges of every branch of the legislature.” 

It were desirable that all hazardous theories concerning a 
balance of rights and privileges (a mode of expression wholly 
foreign to parliamentary usage) might have been forborne. 
His Majesty’s faithful Commons are well instructed in their 
o-wn rights and pri'vileges, which they are determined to 
maintain on the footing upon which they were handed do'wn 
from their ancestors : they are not imacquainted with the 

were regulated ; some of them suppressed, and the rest reduced to fixed 
salaries. To secure the freedom of election against the cro'wn, a bill was 
passed to disqualify all officers concerned in the collection of the revenue 
in any of its branches from votuig in elections ; a most important act, not 
only with regard to its primary" object, the freedom of election, but as 
materially forwarding the due collection of revenue. For the same end, 
(the preserving the freedom of election,) the House rescinded the famous 
judgment relative to the Middlesex election, aud expunged it from the 
journals. On tire principle of reformation of their own House, connected 
with a principle of public economy, an act passed for rendering contractors 
A\ith government incapable of a seat in parliament. The India Bill (un- 
fortunately lost in.the House of Lords) pursued the same idea to its com- 
pletion ; and disabled all servants of Ore East-India Company from a seat 
in Oiat House for a certain time, and until their conduct "was examined 
into and cleared. The remedy of infinite corruptions and of infinite dis- 
orders and oppressions, as welt as the security of the most important ob- 
jects of public economy, perished with- that bill and that parliament. That 
parliament also institirted a committee to inquire into the collection of the 
revenue iu all its branches, which prosecuted its duty with great Hgour ; 
and suggested several material improvements. 
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ngttf and pririlegeB of the Hon*e of Peer* j and kncnr 
and reepect the Tawfol prero^otiTta of the crcnm j but they 
do not thmk it safe to admit anythm^ concemiM the ei- 
jatence of a halance of thoae right*, pnnlage*. ana preroga- 
tire* , nor are they able to diacem to -what object nmuiten 
■mrald apply tbeir fiction of balanco , nor what they voald 
conaider a* a jnrt one, The*e nnanthorued doctnne* hare 
a tendency to ttar improper di»cu»*ion* , and to kad to mu' 
ehwvonB mnorationi m the conatitatiam* 

Tbot hufarthftil Commtma mo»t bnmbly rec omm end, met ead 
of the inconBiderete apecolationa of nneiponenced that, 

on all QcctiBiont, reeort ahonld be had to tho happy practwo 


‘ If theae ipaeoUtkica ere lot Ioom, Hohm of Lordi maj atuml 
'vilb tLdr linn of tba legktEbm, u UmUed -willi refinl to uu oil 

ghmUrti of n&ti to tta cnrwn aid th* cm^batiem of mcaor tJD>. The 
adriMi* of UM mm my tUttk i> n n »g to oraif its Isto ordbaiy 


tMB 1 rad eren to 'whette a raen oqiulTa. caspoTed vilh Uie 

dii£ber»nTe pwv, cemaeed b tfio ot^ T 


r fToom, to each t t&are b the 
kgUatora, u to prodaoe * diM Wtsxe b &nmi of that tirwh. rad. 
this j04ti^ the prerVrae tawrftnDee of the crom. te the mennar kteW 
need. The foUovtag wfU Krre to ihirw bov amh {ModrakD there H 
^ £s fjeat eoneeftiac theee egr el ew trditfcrna, Lord Shellnune, 

fat fahi eeiebnaed Speech. Apil 6th, 177^ optu e u hlmeelf u foQovt. 
TVle P«rU«M*u«ry fUyuOr, ml. x. 

* Tba aoUe tad letxoed lord <m the motatxdc. fai the defaale ‘vhhdi 


■ol^ect breia^t fcmrtid tad upMd apern prrcedeni, m mU u tH il> 
f'rvnatwT*! rtbtlcot. I tbcraM be pletaed to am the {^wstioa fliirty com* 
nlUed, irtre It (or do otfaa rereoci, Iral to bmz the tleeh, noooth e 


txacton ftom the other Uottia. cotae to that btr aad dedtre, that ther. 

"" ' ' ' ' I/, coold 


tad they odIt, wrfd /rawtM * memtfiOlt rad tl^, tad they onlf, l. . 
dbpom pt t» f T O pfr^ <jf bW pmr* Ortti SntMtx. Perhape aoiM 
Aipunenti otoce pUmfiiU thra thoee 1 heard Ihfa day tmoi tbe wooUath. 
to dttv thtt the OoouBODe ham aa raeoctroHahle. rmipiaUfied rl^ht. to 


Hod ytuxr kadah^*' property, may be urnd by ibrm. At pn ae al 1 bef 
Imt# to «n^r Ikim the twU* aad Iraisad lord (to ~ ‘ 


, , . . _ j for nwil the ehiiffl after a 

■okim dlecuakn of the Houa. b openly aad dlrwity r«Qaq.idthed. I 
«>r«li eoBtiiiae to be of opinion, that you Urdahlpa ham a to aSrf, 
smnU, ot nject a mooey bCL" 

The Xhthe of BichiaaBd alm^ to Ua latter to the Tohmlaen tt Imrad, 
■peala of HTer^ of tha pomn txrroeed by the Ilonae of C ouu peot to (he 
t rf pmpukma i aaahb Grace la of opcricai, that, a bm the people are 
rtrtored to-what be WBcehre tobe their tl^iU, to eleettar tW How of 
the other branchn of the leiiakraa o cfht to M rwtered to 
thrirv ^'lde lUmtmWwtr, toL xtL 
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of parliament, and to those solid maxims of government Avliich 
have prevailed since the accession of his ]Majest3’^’s illustrious 
family, as fivrnishiug the only safe principles on which the 
crown and parliament can proceed. 

'We thinlc it the more necessary' to ho cautious on this 
head, as, in the last parliament, the present ministers had 
thought proper to countenance, if not to suggest, an attack 
upon the most clear and undoubted rights and prmlcges of 
this House.* 

!Fearing from these extraordinary admonitions, and from 
the new doctrines, which seem to have dictated several un- 
usual expressions, that his hlajesty has been abused by false 
representations of the late proceedings in parliament, we 
tliink it ovu* duty respectfully to inform his INlnjcsty, that no 
attempt whatever has been made against his lawful preroga- 
tives, or against the rights and privileges of the peers, by 
the late House of Commons, in any of their addi’csses, votes, 
or resolutions : neither do we know of any proceeding by hill, 
in which it was proposed to abridge tlie extent of his royal 
prerogative ; hut, if such pronsion had existed in any hill, 
we protest, and we declare, against all speeches, acts, or 
addresses, from any persons whatsoever, wliich have a tend- 
ency to consider such hills, or the persons concerned in them, 
as just objects of any kind of censure and punishment from 
the throne. Hecessary reformations may hereafter require, 
as they have frequently done in former times, limitations and 

' By an act of parlioraent, the directors of the East-India Company are 
restrained from acceptance of bills drn'\\’n from India, beyond n certain 
amoimt, ■without the consent of the commissioners of the treasury. The 
late House of Commons, fmding bills, to an immense amount, drami upon 
that body by their serr-ants abroad, and knowing their circumstances to 
be exceedingly doubtful, came to a resolution providently cautionuig the 
lords of the treasury against the acceptance of these bills, until the House 
should otherwise direct. The court lords then took occasion to declare 
against the resolution ns illegal, bj' the Commons undertaking to direct 
in the execution of a trust created by act of parliament. The House, 
justly alarmed at this resolution, "which "U'ent to tlio destruction of the 
■whole of its superintending capacity, and particularly in matters relative 
to its 0"wn province of money, directed a committee to search Uie journals, 
and they foimd a regular series of precedents, commencing from the re- 
motest of those records, and carried on to that day, by ■which it appeared 
that the House interfered, by an authoritative advice and admonition, upon 
every act of executive government without exception and in many much 
stronger cases than that which the lords thought proper to quarrel -with. 

VOL. II. s 
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tbndment*, rmd m coBet an entire ex tin ction of tome 
branch of prerogatim If bai* ahoald be improper in the 
form in -which they appear m the Honae -where ui^ongmate, 
thej are liable, % the frisdoin of ttoi conatitutum, to bo 
ooireeted, and eren to be totally Mt otida, elaerbere. Thi* 
IB the Imown, the legal, •and the iafo remedy but -whaterer, 
b^ the maiufwtation of the royal displeeiriire, to m* 
tumdate indmdnal membera fiom propoamg, or thia Ilouao 
from reemnn^, debating, end paasing biUa, tendi to prorent 
eren the beginning of ereiy reformation m the atato, and 
utteriy dfiatroya the dchbaratiT© capacity of parliament.*— 
We therefore claim, demand, and mnat upon it, as our un- 
doubted right, that nopenoDsahaUbe deemed proper objeota 
of ammadTeraion by the cruwm in any mode wMlerer, for 
the -Totea -which they giro, or the propoaitiona which they 
make, in parliament 

We humbly conceire, that beaidca its ahare of the leguU- 
tne power, and ita right of iropeachmcnt, that, by the law 
and -Qaage of parliament, thu Booae has other powen and 
espaobes, -which it u bound to mruntniri. This IIoobo ii oa* 
fnied, that our humble adnee on the exeraso of preocatire 
-win Im heard -nth the aome attentzon nth wlach it has 
erar been regarded , end that it will bo folio-wed by the 
aame effects which it baa ever produced, during the happy 
and glonoua reigns of his ilnjcaty’s royni progeautors , not 
doubting but that, in nil those pomti, w© shall to considered 
as a coimdl of wi^m and -weight to odrisc, and not merely 
as an accuaer of oompetenco to cnimnate^ This Iloute 
both capocitka , and wo trust that -we be left to 
our free diacrotion wbch of them we ahall employ as best 
calculotod for hm M^^ettr’s and the national aemco.— Wben- 
error we ihaE see it expedient to offer our adnee concerning 
hit Jlajerty’s semints, who are those of the pubho, wo coo- 
fldentlj hope, that the penonal fiiTour of any ministcT, or 
any act of mvnlitcn, wul not bo more dear to his Mi^Jesty, 
than the credit and character of the llouso of Commons. 
It IS an experiment full of peril to put the reprcsantatiro 

< •* I ot e eno si the tsioe tboe tfast there k m timyt «r trow^kWnf- 
nfled stsiiBt my pcesenl mtnktm.*' — DU Um’i 2i<A Ftirmrr, 

ITW, fo tJU «<Mm* Ik* Umo* ^ OwwexuM. Md« fiiso/kksi iM 
UomM Cmmern*, p 3L 
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wisdom and justice of Lis Majesty’s people in the wron^ ; it 
is a crooked and desperate design, leading to miscliiel, tlie 
extent of which no human wisdom can foresee, to attempt to 
form a prerogative party in the nation, to ho resorted to 
as occasion shall require, in derogation from the authority 
of the Commons of Great Britain in parliament assembled : 
it is a contrivance full of danger, for ministers to set up 
the representative and constituent bodies of the Commons 
of tliis Icingdora as two separate and distinct powers, formed 
to counterpoise each other, leaving the prei'erence in the 
hands of secret adnsera of the crown. In such a situation 
of things, these advisers, talcing advantage of the diflcrences 
which may accidentally arise, or may purposely be fomented 
betu'een them, Avill have it in their choice to resort to the one 
or the other, as may best suit the purposes of their sinister 
ambition. By exciting an emulation and contest between 
the representative and the constituent bodies, as parties con- 
tending for credit and influence at the throne, sacriflees will 
be made by both ; and the whole can end in nothing else 
than the destruction of tlic dearest rights and liberties of 
the nation. If there must be another mode of conveying the 
collective sense of the people to the throne, than that by the 
House of Commons, it ought to be fixed and defined, and its 
authority ought to be settled : it ouglit not to exist in so 
precarious and dependent a state as that ministers should 
have it in their power, at their own mere pleasure, to ac- 
knowledge it with respect, or to reject it with scorn. 

It is the undoubted prerogative of the crown to dissolve 
parliament ; but we beg leave to lay before his iVIajesty, that 
it is, of all the trusts vested in his Majesty, the most critical 
and delicate, and that in which this House has the most 
reason to require, not only the good faith, but the favour 
of the croyra. His^ Commons are not always upon a par 
with his ministers in an application to popular judgment : it 
is not in the power of the members of this House to go to' 
their election at the moment the most favourable for them. 
It is in the power of the crown to choose a time for their 
dissolution whilst great and arduous matters of state and 
legislation are depending, which may be easily misunderstood, 
and which cannot be fully explained before that misunder- ' 
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tUnding maj jitotb fatal to the Bonour that Wongi, and to 
the ooMidenition that la due, to memben of parlament 

“With hu Mjgeetj ii the gift of ill theiwnr^tbeboiKrart, 
dirtmctioni, faTorar, and grace* of the rtate , wrth hia 
IB the uubgafaou of all the ngoiir* of the law , and ire re- 
jmee to we the crown po«ie»aed of trusts to 

obtam good -will, and charged with dutie* winch ere popular 
and pletumg Our trosti are of a different kind. Oar 
dutiei are hanh and inTidiona m their nature ; and juitice 
and Btfe^ u all we can expect in the exonaie of them. We 
are to offer silntarj. whi^ tt not alwaji pleaimg, counsel , 
we are to mqurro ana to accuse and the object* of our in- 
quuy and charge irill befartbemoit part pereoni of weolth, 
power, and extemiTe eonnexwns we are to make ngid law* 
for the piteeiTution of reveaine, which of neecsjatr more or 
leal cooffne aome action, or restrain some function, wtoch 
before was free what is the most critical and inndious of 
aD, the whole body of the public ixywsitlcmi originate frem 
UB, and the b*nd of the House of ComnKmi u Men end felt 
in erery burthen that ^nmci on the people Tniilit, olh- 
mately, we are semog them, and in tM first instaneo whOat 
we are *aTing hu it wfli be hard, indeed, if wo 

should see a Hoase of CoWions the nctim of its zesl snd 
fididity, sQCTifleed W hii mudsten to tboeo tciy popular 
discontoita, whidi shall bo ciated hr our dutiful endesTOura 
for the secunty and greotnosa of nu throne. No other 
consequence con result firom such an oxample, but that, iu 
future, the House of Oommons, coniultmg its lafrty at the 
expense of Its dubet, and suffering the whole energy of the 
state to bo relaxed, wdi shnnh from erery semee, which, 
borrerer ne cessa rr, is of a great and arduous nature, or that, 
willing to pTondo for too public neecssities, and, at tho 
same time, to aecore the uifens of perfomung that task, tboy 
wW exchange independence for protection, and will court a 
subeerrlent onfteneo through the faxonr of thoee mnusters 
of state, or thoeo secret adnaers, who ought theffiselrcs to 
stand m awe of tbo Commons of this reeltn. 

A. Homo of Cammans Twpwiijd by bm tmnirteT* xs tsKtr 
tud to bia Uiyestr’a Bcme e i it it fit that thw ahould yield 
to perlkuntmt, anu not that purliaiDont should 6e new model- 
led until it it fitted to their jmrpoaes. If our authority w 
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only to be beld np wlien Ave coincide in opinion ■v^dtb bis 
Majesty’s advisers, but is to bo set at no\igbt tlie moment it 
differs from tbem, tbe House of Commons ^vill sink into a 
mere appendage of administration ; and ■n’ill lose that inde- 
pendent character which, inseparably connecting the honour 
and reputation with the acts of this House, enables us to 
afford a real, effective, and substantial support to his govern- 
ment. It is the deference shown to our opinion, when we 
dissent from the servants of the crown, whicn alone can give 
authority to the proceedings of this House when it concurs 
■with their mcasmes. 

That authority once lost, the credit of his hrajcst3'’s crown 
•udll be impaired in the eyes of all nations. Foreign powers, 
who may yet -wish to renvo a friendly intercourse wnth this 
nation, •will look in vain for that hold which gave a connexion 
^vith Great Britain the preference to an allianco with any 
other state. A House of Commons, of which ministers were 
loiown to stand in awe, where everything was necessarily 
discussed on principles fit to be openly and pubbely avowed, 
and which could not be retracted or varied without danger, 
furnished a ground of confidence in the public faith, which 
the engagement of no state dependent on the fluctuation of 
personal favour, and private advice, can ever pretend to. If 
faith with the House of Commons, the grand security for the 
national faith itself, can be broken ■with impunity, a woimd 
is riven to the political importance of Great Britain, which 
■will not easily be healed. 

That there was a great variance between the late House of 
Commons and certain persons, whom his Majesty has been 
advised to make and continue as ministers, in defiance of the 
advice of that House, is notorious 'to the world. That House 
did not confide in those ministers ; and they withheld their 
confidence, from them for reasons for which posterity ■will 
honour and respect the names of those who composed that 
House of Commons, distinguished for its independence. 
Iley could not confide in persons ■who have shown a disposi- 
■tion to dark and dangerous intrigues. By these intrigues 
they ha-ve weakened, if not destroyed, the clear assurance 
which his Majesty’s people, and which all nations, ought to 
have, of what are, and what are not, the real acts of his 
government. 
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If it ihomd be Been thot hi* mmuten iqct eantmo© in 
tbetr office*, THtbont any ngmflcafaon to them ofTui MajMty’* 
diipleafure a£ »ny of their meamirefl, whilst pertotiB canankr- 
able for tbeir nuik, apd known to hare had aeces* to hi* 
3Iajesty’**acredper9oii,canwithinipunrty abnM thatidTint- 
age, and emplo? ms Majesty** name to danrow and eonnter- 
act the proceediDOT of hi* official •errant*, nothing tot di** 
tauft, diioord, debuity, contempt of all aathonty, and general 
eonfufton, can prertul m hi* gorommenL 

Thi* TTO lay before hi* Majorty, with humility and concern, 
as the mentahle effiect of a spirit of mtngua in his eiecotiTO 
goremment , an cnl which we hara bnt too mnch reason to 


w persuaded enita and mcreaae*. Dnnng the coarse of 
the last session it broke ont in a manner the most alarming 
Hu* eril wa* infinitely aggrarated by tbo unanthorued, bnt 
not dissTowed, use wlaen has been made of his Majesty’s 
name, for the purpose of the roost nnconstitutional, corrupt, 
and dtsbonooTMle mfloenoe on the mmds of the momben of 


parhamaat, that erer was precbaod in this kiogdom, 2^0 
sttentioii, emu to the extenor decorum, m the practice of 
c o n up bon, and mbmidatKm employed on Feen, was obserr* 
^ serenu Peers were obh^ under menaces to retract their 
dsdcratiotis, and to recall tbeor proxiea. 

The Oommons hare the deepest interest m tbs pori^ and 
faitegnty of the peerage. He Peer* dispose of afl the pro- 
perty in the kingdom, m the last rosort i and thw dispose of 
it on their hononr and not on tbenr ooths, as sH the mem' 
ber* of oTc r y other tribonal m the kingdom most do , thoogh 
in them the proceeding i* not eoudiuiTC. "Wq hare, thens 
fore, a right to demand that no sppheahon shall be mode to 
Peer* of sndi a nature a* may giro room to call in question, 
much lest to attaint, oar solo seoonty lor all that wo possess. 
Tha eo mi pt proceeding appeared to tho Ilouie of Commons, 


who are natural guamian* of the punty of parliament, 
and of the punty of erery branch of judicotore, a roost re- 
prehensible and dangorocs practice, tending to shake the 
Tcry fenmdabon of the authority of the House of Peer*}— 
ana tbor branded it as such by their resolabon. 

He llonse bad not sufficient ondenco to enable them 
legally to puni»b this practice, bnt they had rocragh to 
eantion tbom agauift all confidetra m tho airtbore sad abet- 
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tors of it. They performed their duty in humbly ad 5 
his Majesty against the employment of such minister^ 
lus Majesty was ad^dsed to keep those ministers, and stance 
solve tiiat parliament. The House, aware of the impoc®^®®. ® 
and urgency of its duty with regard to the British inV’^^ 
in India, which were and are in the utmost disorder, [P 
the utmost peril, most humbly requested his Majesty i cnti- 
dissolve the -parliament during the course of their 
cal proceedings on that subject. His Majesty’s gi*] 
condescension to that request was conveyed in thejr 
faith, pledged to a House of Parliament, and solemnl^^^ ^ 
vered'from the throne. It was hut a very few days pee ot 
committee had been, with the consent and concurre^P^^ 
the chancellor of the exchequer, appointed for an yurt oi 
into certain accounts delivered to the House by the cd^^ 
directors, and then actually engaged in that inquiry, 
ministers, regardless of the assurance given from the’ " ® 
to a House of Commons, did dissolve that parliament'® ®®^* 
most humbly submit to Ins Majesty’s consideration tli 
sequences of this their breach of public faith. 

NVlulst the members of the House of Commons, 
that security, were engaged in his Majesty’s and the 
business, endeavours were industriously used to calu“® ^®" 
those whom it was found impracticable to corrupt. ] House 
putation of the members, and the reputation of the 
itself, was undermined in every part of the kingdom. '^® 

_ In the speech from the throne relative to India, we ^ ^7 
tioned by the ministers, “ not to lose sight of the effc ^® 
measure may have on the constitution of our country',® of su 
. are apprehensive that a calumnious report, spread abrod®®®. 
attack upon his Majesty’s prerogative by the late He 
Commons, may have made an impression on his roya,!^® ^®® 
and have given occasion to this nnusual admonition '®® 


present. This attack is charged to have been made in ipoionB 
parliament, by a bill which passed the House of Co'^®® ®^ 
in the late session of that parliament, for the regula^®^®® 
the affairs, for the preservation of the commerce, and '® 
amendment of the government of this nation, in tl ., 
Inches. rtunity 

That his Majesty and his people may have an oppo’'^® ^®S 
of entering into the ground of this injurious charge. 
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leave homblj’ to ocqaamt hia Uajeety, that, far from hiTinff 
made an^ infnnOTineiit whataoerer on anj part of hli renal 
p rerogatare, that bill did, tar a limited tuno, gtro to his 
Majeetj cextain povreni merer before poeeeMed by the crown , 
andfor this his present mmirtan (who, rather than fall short 
m the number of their calanmie®, employ same that are eon- 
tndictOTj) hare slandered this Houe as aiming at the eiteiv 
amn of an unconftitntional influence in bis hlijesty’s otnm. 
This pretended attempt to increaso the mfluenm of the 
crown they wure week enoogh to endearour to penoado his 
hla^esty’s people was amon^ the cause* which eiated his 
Uatesty’s resentment aenmet bts late miniitoit. 

Further, to remore the improsiions of this cainmny con- 
cerning an attempt in the Honae of Commons agsiDst bis 
prerogatiTB, it is proper to inform hii Majesty, that the tern- 
tonal poeseanona in the East Indies never havn been declared 
byanypnbhc judgment, act, ormatrnjnent, orany rwolubon 
of paruameat wMtaoerer, to be the rebj^ matter of his 
Majesty’e ptcro^tiTe, nor ham they ever b«m understood 
as belonging to nis ordinary admuustntion, or to be ansezod 
or muted to hts cr o w n , bnt that they are aequiiiboni ofa 
new and pecoUar deecnption,' unknown to the ancient exo- 
cutir© constitution of this co o n try 

‘ Tbe terrllaTkl pcwacKiam ts tlio East ladies -arre sraoJiTd to the 
Companj in Tirtoe of franU from (lie Oml tlo^ tn the Balars of 
otBos sad Juiiadktkni, to b« heU ondeT Mat end defiaidmi Tip<n ^ 
mrwn I with the o p i aw coBditioo of beisf ohediest to orders frora Ah 
ootirt, end afpsToif sn ftSBu] trihole lo AO trtsmrj It is trat (htl no 
ohedeesce is ^ these or d er s , end for aooe thoe put then las 

bean no pejm^ znide ef this trihnle. Bm li is ondfr e frsnt, so cixi- 
ditktud, ther still hold. To sobbed the Uns of Greet ^Cshi u 
trOwtarr to s furegn p o irer, hr (he ccts of his rafajeels — to snpooM the 
iprcnt TSild, end ^ the oaodlooD rotd — to soiyose It food for ute kin^c. 
sod imilBrtent for tbe CocBpesy—lo sumsj se tt e& interest dirMhis 
treen the pertlee, — theu ere soms few o< tbe nanr UpJ difficaltks to be 
Bonaovnted, before the cumin on Uw of Eoffand esa sc A ao e te d p tbs 
Entdodk Compsn^s Aiisttn s£iin to be s rabject meltnr of erm^stfn’ 
so u to bfinf it withfai the TCTps of En^lsh ieriw'rQdefKe It it sm; 
tmoMdoos spedes of power tnd property vhteh is held by the Eest lodis 
Oompesy Our EcfUsh feerofstfre Uv doee not fanddi prindpVs, moei 

lees prectdmts, by wdilch it oea be defined or hothinf bat tbs 

fmhJrrt demdako of jperikmeot orer ewy Bri^ tsh^ in ertry eoo- 
am, tad in smy e f i nunti sBce is vUdi be is ptsond, can adjut this 
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Erom time to time, therefore, parliament provided for their 
government according to its discretion, and to its opinion of 
what was required hy the public necessities. We do not know 
that his Majesty was entitled, hy prerogative, to exercise any 
act of authority whatsoever in the Company’s affairs, or that, 
in effect, such authority has ever been exercised. His Man 
jesty’s patronage was not taken away hy that hill ; because 
it is notorious that his Majesty never originally had the ap- 
pointment of a single officer, civil or military, in the Com- 
pany’s establishment in India ; nor has the least degree of 
patronage ever been acquired to the crovra in any other 
manner or measure, than as the power was thought expedient 
to he granted hy act of parliament ; that is, hy the very 
same authority by which the offices were disposed of and re- 
gulated in the hill, which his Majesty’s servants have falsely 
and injuriously represented as infringing upon the preroga- 
tive of the cro'wn. 

Before the year 1773 the whole administration of India, 
and the whole patronage to office there, was in the hands 
of the East-India Company. The East-India Company is not 
a branch of his Majesty’s prerogative administi-ation, nor 
does that body exercise any species of authority under it, 
nor indeed from any British title, that does not derive all its 
legal validity from acts of parliament. 

WTien a claim was asse^d to the India territoi’ial pos- 
sessions in the occupation of the Company, these possessions 
were not claimed as parcel of his Majesty’s patrimonial 
estate, or as a fruit of the ancient inlieritance of his crown. 
They were claimed for the public. And when agreoments 
were made with the East-imdia Company coucorning any 
composition for the holding, or any participation of tho 
profits, of those territories, the agreement was made with tho 
public, and the preambles of the several acts have uniformly 
so stated it. These agreements were not made (oven no- 
minally) with his Majesty, hut with parliament : and_ fho 
hills making and estahlishing such agreements alwaj’s origiip 
ated in this House; which appropriated tho ihonoy io await 
the disposition of parhament, without tho ceremony of pre- 

Bow intricate matter. Parliament may act wisely oi' \mwiHoly, justly or 
unjustly ; but parliament alone is competent to it. . . 
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•noTts conMnt frota tbe crown ensn to much u Euggeitcd hy 
nnj of Ins mmisteri which prenocs oonient i» on obwrr- 
,»iice of deconun, not mdeed of etnct right, but goicrtkllj’ 
paid when a new ippropnatioai t>Jce« place m any part of 
ma llajesty'i proroaative reTonoee, 

In porsuimce of a right that unifbrmlj- rei^igmaed, and 
umformlY acted on, when paxliaownt undertook tw reform* 
ation of the !Baft*Izidia Oontpanj m 1773, a comnutsion waa 
eppomted ns the comimBjKm m the late bill was appomted ; 
and it was made to contmoe for a term of yeaia, aa the com- 
mimon m the late hill wae to contmne , all the comraif* 
flioneo were named in parliament, as m the late bill they 
were named. Aa they receired, eo th^ held them officet, 
whoDy independent of the crown t th^ held them for a 
fixed term , they were not remombie by an addrtai of either 
Honee, or eren of both Houeea of Parliament, a precaution 
obeerred m the late hUl iclatrre to tbo oommttaioneTB prt^ 
poaed therem , nor were they bound ly tbe itnet mloa of 
pTOoeeding, which tegulated and reatnaned the late commia* 
monen agamtt all poaaibln aboae of a power which could not 
fh£l of bemg diligently and tealootly watched by the mmuten 
of tbe crown, and propneton of the atock, as well as ^ 
parliaments Their proceedioga were, ni that bill, directed 
to be of ffueh a nature, as easily to eubieet them to tbe 
etnetest rention of both, m case of any mmr e r sa tioD 

In the year 1780, an act of parliament agsm made pro- 
Ttnon for tbe goTemment of tnoae ternUmea for ttnother 
four years, without any sort of referenc© to prerogatiTo , nor 
was the le^ ol^ection taken at tbe seoemd, mora than st tbe 
first, of those pmods, os if an infringement had becu made 
upon the rights of the crown , yet his M^yarty*s mmliten 
hare thought fit to represent the late commismnn as an en- 
taro mnoratioii on the constitution, aud the setting up a new 
order and eetato in the nabon, tending to the sSrersion of 
the monarchy itoelf 

If the goremment of the East Indies, other than by hb 
Jlojaty'a prerogative, be, in effect, a fourth order m tbe 
commonwealth, thu order has long ousted j becauso tbo 
East-India Companv has for many years enjoyed It in tbe 
foUeri extent, and does at this day enjoy the wholo adndn* 
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pnrpo*e of ramng fear* and jealoossei ammfr tbo c orpo r a to 
Dodjee of the fcmgdom, and of pervoading Tminfonned perwn* 
belonging to thoee oorparations to look to, wnd to Tni^Vw ad- 
dresK* to, them as protector* of their n^ti, under then* 
tereral charter*, from the deogn* which Moy, withotrt any 
grcrond, charged the then Hooae of Commcnia to hare formed 
againrt dtariert t* ^tneroL Par this pnrpoee they hare not 
scnniled to assert, that the erertian of ms 31^0^7** pro- 
TOginvti m the late pre<spitate diange in hia admmistration, 
and the diseolution of tM late porimment, ■were meainre* 
adopted m carder to reacne the people and their ngbt* ont of 
the hands of the House of Commoni, their repreaentatlres. 

■VTe trust that hi* 3Ityet^* rnbject* nre not yet so far 
deluded as to believe that the charter*, or that any other 
of their local or general pnrflegea, can hare a aolid seconty 
in anr place but where that secnn^ has always been 
looked for, and alwtyi found, m the Konao of Commona. 
hGaerable and urecanona mde^ would be the state of thdr 
firaru^usee, if toey were to find no defence hot fn/m that 
qoorter whaoce they haro alwoyi been attacked.’ Sat 


> The stteoipt ctKBi dminnul (ha ptirik^ei of tha eoTrents bodka 
of tba I dHff kmi hi the ndita of Otarie* tbe,8eccm md J unea ibo Becood, 
wn ntada^ tha It ns eandad os b 7 tba ordfaitjy ctmraa of kw, 

fa] court* ioatltoted ibr the aeauitr of the fjvptny aad fnsehljc* of th* 
people. Thk aUenpt made hj taa mars «u aimded shh eocopleta 
sooeesa Tha ODfponle of the dij ofLooden, omI of aO the cobi< 
paslca Ueoandas, irere bjeoksm Jndgie^ of lav dedand tbrleUed, sad 
all theb fnroditsaa, pririV^o^jiropaUea, nd eaitalee arere of oostm ar iif d 
isio the hsadi of the mows. Tha tq^ur as* from the cnmn; iharedma 
■wa hj paribfBfnL A bOl se* bronjAt tote the IkmM ^ CV w i i sat , b; 
vhich the jodfiseot SAlnat th* Hrt of London, ssd Bsafajst tha coiDpanlav 
marerarsed] sad th« hOl paaaed the Hocm of Imia without tsr cto 
pkiat efs treapMaoB tbdrJartadWha,shhOTi|h thahfll waafursirmnl 
of tjudAzuEt a law By this set. wUd) i* is theaec e od of W'Qlisa) sod 
Usry, chsp. 8, the (joartloc of forlHtom of their charm h for awr 
Ukea ost of the power ofaay omrt of law ho cofslxaaceaso be Uhta 
of it eToept 1 b psfflaaMPt 

AitlKTo^ th* set shore gg atfoo e d has dedand the jwdsiaest afihat 
tt$ oorponikiB of Loadaa to b* yet BUchstoo* ewhes ao 

ofMertiof, that “pethspa is strictaea* efkw, the procrtdbjt* la BM*t m 
<Vm £tia Qao TTsmata esaae*] were caffideatly wrokr " leartef tt la 
doubt, whether thk rcfnlsrity did oot apply to th* ewporatica of Lo*n». 
a* wr^ Si to soy of th* rtati asd be aecznt to blsm* th* procradls; ^ 
iiKwt it wu) Bot ao zBttdt OQ aceotzQt of lUefiLty. as fos tha 
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pnrpoae of isitiiig feor* and jeoloiuie* among th 
Dodjea of the kingdom, and of pennading xmiiuort 
belotiging to tbo«e corporationt to look to, and'* 
dreaae* to, them ai proteoten of tboir right*, ■» 
•ereral charters, from the designs which ttiey, > 
ground, charged the then House of Oommons to^ ' 
Bgiinst ekarUn in yeneni. For this prapoee t3 
■crupled to awert, that the oiertion of hi* 3r 
rogaare in the late prodpitnte change in hi* ad ' 
and the diasolntion of the late parliament, tp 
ttdorted in order to rescue the people and their- 
the mind* of the Honee of Common*, their rep* 
"We tnut that has Uiyea^s *nb)ects oro { ‘ 
deluded a* to beliare that the ohartori, or t* ‘ 
of their local or general prmleget, can have a ' ' , 
in enr place h^ where that seenri^ hft^’ -* ^ 
looked for, and alwa^ foond, in the fionatv 
kEaerable and precarioai inde^ would bo tW 
frenehisea, if triej were to find no deicnee^ 
quarter from whemeo they hare always been a 


, «:ct£i 


• rsr^ia’ 


^-'S- 

'i i'- 


’’-.i 


' Tbe sttstopl open ohsrlm cad tb* TThUcto 
of the IdacdcMD tnue rel^ ordukstliie,Secoi>d 
-wu tba cmm. It vm eirrfed on trr the 

In ccPUrtf iDcdtnted for the ceeaiiiT of the projert^ 

people. Thh ettrapt Ettcde by tu emr* -wu 
■ncoew. Tlie corpormle rLghU of tbe dtp of L 
penW it were bj cokoin of '» 

*11 thdi friar hrvy prirllrQBfc ntoperlkt, ud . 

Into tbe band* of tbe owe. Tbe bdniT wu 
wu bp peibaoxstc A UU wu broont Into C 
wUcb tbe judement anlact tb* dtp of Lon ' 
wurersn^l and this bill p u aed the Ilonw ol 
pliiiaofatmp*wcatbdrJartadIctkn,eM.- ’ 
of a hidoMsU tn taw, fiptbbaet.wtM 
Uaip, ^p. B, tbe qnemon of foddti ' 
taken out of tin power of anp court off' 
cf U eicept in paitiaiBent 
Ahb fMJ ^ tbe act abore Dcatiooed 
lb* euapoT cdop of Loodoe to be 
of aanrtinf. that *' pebape ta drlotneei 
tbew [tbe Quo 'Wamnto canao] were 
doobt. wbetber tbb reicnlarhp did sot 
as weQ u to asp of tbe mtt and be 
jDoct i:J«Twi>ahL!i H wu) not to nmeh 
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^ beyond any present or obvious future means of payment, at 
least under the actual administration of their affairs ; that 
this condition of the East-India Company has begun to affect 
. the sinking fund itself, on which the public credit of the 
kingdom rests, a million and upwards being due to the 
^ customs, which that House of Commons, whose intentions 
towards the Company’’ have been so grossly misrepresented, 
, were indulgent enough to respite. And thus, uistead of 

, confiscating their property, the Company received without 

interest (which in such a case had been before charged) the 
use of a very large sum of the public money. The revenues 
arc under the peculiar care of this House, not only as the 
revenues originate from us, but as, on every failure of the 
funds set apart for support of the national credit, or to 
provide for the national strength and safety, the task of sup- 
plying every deficicuc}’- falls upon his illnjcsty’s faithful 
Commons, tliis House must, in effect, tax the people. The 
. House therefore, at every moment, incurs the hazard of be- 
< coming obnoxious to its constituents. 

The enemies of the late House of Commons resolved, if 
possible, to bring on that event. They therefore endeavoured 
to misrcproHcnt the provident means adopted by the House 
of Commons for keeping oft* this inndious necessity, ns an 
attack on the rights of the E.ast-India Company; for the}’ 
well k'uew, that on the one hand, if, for want of proper 
regulation and relief, the Company sliould become insolvent, 
or even stop payment, the national credit and commerce 
would sustain a heavy blow : and that calamity v.-ould be 
justly itnpnted to parliament, which, after such long inquiries, 
and such frequent admonitions from his iilaje.sty, had neg- 
lected so essential and so urgent an article of their duty : on 
the other hand they knew, th.at, wholly corrupted as the 
Company is, nothing effectual could he done to preserve that 
aUerest from ruin, witlioiit taking for a time tiio national 
ihjects of their trusts out of their hands; and then a cry 
vould he industrionsly raised .against the House of Commons, 
is depriving British subjects of their legal privileges. The 
•e.«tr;u'ut, being jdaln and simple, must be easily undor.-tood 
•y those ubo would be brought with great tlinieulty to eom- 
indieml the intrie.ate detail of niattcr.s of fact, which render 
Ids sus]'en''ion of the administration of India ab'^olutely 
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les* gir timas recotomended to tlm Hoobc m tpeechei 
from tte throne. 

He retnlt of the parhamentary inquinee hai been, that 
the Ea^Indm Company mts found totaUr comipted, and 
totally pcrrerted from the purpoaea of iti imiitntKm, Thether 
political or commercinl ; that the powcT* of war and peace 
riTBD by the cJmrter hnd been abnaed, l^^londling boatUitJCt 
in m c y gnarter for the pnrpoae* of rapmej that almoat all 
the treatiflfl of peace they have made, haTO only gtren canaa 
to 90 many breacbea of nubbo faith j that eonntnca once the 
mc«t floumhing ore reanced to a irtiite of indigence, decay, 
and depopulation, to the dnnmotion of our atrength, and to 
the mnnite diahonour of oor national character , that the 


laifB of thii kin^om are notonouelj, and almoat m erery in- 
ftanee, deetneeu , that tho eerranta ^ the Company, by the 
purchaae ot quail flea tiona to rote m the genend court, and, at 
length, by getting the Company itself deeply in tb^ debt, 
hare obtaoned the entire end anaolute maafery in the body, 
by whioh they ought to haro been rulod and coerced- Tbui 
tbetr malremtKna m office are supported matend of beac 


checked by the Company. Tbo trbole of tho affime of that 
b<^ ore reduced to a most perQous ntoation , and many 
mQiiona of innocent and desomng men, vho are under the^ 
protection of thia nation, and who ought to bo protected by 
it, are oppreaoed by a most despotic imd rapacious tyranny 
The Company and thoir aerran^ harmp itrwgtheneS. them* 
sdte* by this eonfoderacy, bare set at aefiance the authority 
and admonitians of this House employed to reform them; 
and rrhen this House had selected certain principal ddm- 
quenti, Thom they dedared it tho duty of the Company to 
recall, the Company held out its legal pnrilcgc* againsi ell 
retormation j positivdy refused to recall thnm , and sup- 

S rted those Tho had Csllen under the just cemuro of this 
oruse, Tith new and stronger marks erf countenance and 


approbation. 

Tho late House dlscorenng tho rerorsed situation of tho 
Company, by which tho nonunol serrsnts are really the 
masters, and the offonder* aro become tbar own judges, 
thought fit to emmine into the state of their commerce i 
and they haro also d isco re red that their commeraal offiim 
are m tho g ieat ci t disorder, that their debts hare accumulated 
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beyond any present or obnous future means of payment, at 
least under the actual administration of tlicir affairs ; that 
this condition of ibc Enst-India Company lias begun toaflcct 
the sinking fund itself, on u-bich the public credit of tlic 
Idngdom wsts, a million and upwards being due to tlio 
customs, which that House of Commons, who.-e intentions 
towards the Company have been so gro-sly mi'^rcjircscnted, 
were indulgent enough to respite. And thus, instead of 
confiscating their property, the Company received without 
interest (which in such a case had been before charged) the 
use of a very largo sura of the public mom-y. 3’he revemies 
are under the peculiar care of this llous'-*. not only n'J the 
revenues originate from us. hut a^. on every failnn' of the 
funds set apart for support of the national credit, or to 
provide for thenational strength and safety, tlic tn--k of sup- 
plying every deficiency falls upon hi“ Majesty's faithful 
Commons, tliis House must, in efiect. tax the people. The 
House therefore, at every moment, incurs the liazard of be- 
coming obnoxious to its constituents. 

The enemies of the late House of Commons resolved, if 
possible, to bring on that event. Tiiey tliervfore endeavoured 
to misrepresent the pro\i(lent means adopted by the House 
of Commons for keeping off this inndiou-; necessity, as an 
attack on the rights of the Ha'-t-Judia Company; for they 
web knew, that on the one hand, if, for wnnl of proper 
regulation andrebef, the Compiany should become insolvent, 
or even stop payment, the national credit and commerce 
would sustain a heavy blow: and that calamity would be 
justly imputed to parliament, which, after such long inquiries, 
and such frequent admonition': from lii" ^lajo'-iv, liad neg- 
' lected so essential and so urgent an article of their duty : on 
^e other hand they knew, that, wholly comipted as the 
Company is, nothing effectual could he done to preserve tba- 
interest from ruin, without taldn'^^ for a time the natiow. 
objects of their trusts out of thcTr hands; and tlien a cry 
would be industriously raised against the House of Comn:£^- 
as depriving British subjects of' their leg.al pnh-ilcg^- 
restraint, being plain. and .simple, must be ea.=ilv 
by those who would he brou'^ht whh great difficulcy 
prebend the intricate detail df matters of 
IS suspension of the adminislnition of Indm 
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orj on TnotiTca of justice, of policy, of putbc honoar, 
'public safety 

^ House of Commcma Imd not been able to dome a 

.bod, by •wbicb tb© redreet of g r ievan ces could be effiected 
Urougb too anthon of thoae RneraDce* , nor could they 
imagine how corruptions could o© purified by the c oim ptcgs 
and the corrupted , nor do we now conceive, how any refomi- 
tion cam proceed Iwm the known abettors and sopportots of 
tho persons who have been guilty of the mudemcanors which 
parlmmont has reprobated, and who for their own ill pur- 
poset ha've.giren eountenanco to a Mse and delusiTo state of 
tho Company’s affairs, fabricated to mislead parhamont, and 
to impose upon the notion.* 

Tour Commoru feel, with a just leeentment, tho ittad^ 
quate estimate which your mimsters have formed of the im- 
portance of this great concern. They call on ns to act upon 
the pnnciplea of those who haro not mqmrcd mto the sub- 
yock , and to condemn those, who, with the most laudable 
diUgotto, hare oumined ana sovtiDiied orery part of )t 
THo dchberahous of parliament hare been broun ; the sea- 
son of the year is uiuaTOQpablo j many of us are new mom- 
bors, who most be wholly unaequaintod with the subyeet, 
wbui lies rumoto from the ordinary course of genem la- 
formation. 

"VTa are cautioned against an infringement of tho consti- 
tution i and it u impossible to know, what tho secret ed- 
Tisen of the crown, who Eiare dnven out tho Into ministers 
^ for thor conduct in parliamont, and hare dasolTcd the late 
pariiamcnt for a pretended attack upon prerogabre, will con- 
sider as such an infringement. M o aro not fumiabcd with 
a rule, the obwrmnco of which can mako us safe from the 
resentment of tho crown, oren by an impbcat obedience to 
tho dictates of the ministers who haro adriicd that speech i 
wo know not how soon thoso uuusten may bo dtsavowedt 

> Tlie r ut p o se of tb* mkrepmaitaUoD beiaf bow cowptrtrir cawtTfJ, 
there b do doobt bnt tho coramtltre In Uib pwUsmeot, sppoinled hj tbs 
mlnb im tbea u e t Tca, wiD tbe Kroonda npoo which ibo bit psrib- 

meat proceeded j od wiD lay open to diS wentd da ditadfal «ite 
Coospiny’* illilr*, sad the smcscM of tlttlr owa aJaraake open tt" 
limd. By deliy tlw new uwmbly b e«e bao the dbpnwrfnl f1t*itioB of 
jJlowlnc s dhidead ct eijiil per cent, by act of poilbJMat, witbojil tti 
but laaUcr befow them to JenUy lbs crsntlng of snj dhUend si ■B. 
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niul hovr soon ilic incmljors of this House, for our very agroc- 
ruent vith them, may ho considered ns ohjccts of I'lis Ma- 
jesty’s displeasure. Until by hi.s Blajesly’s goodness and 
•wisdom the late example is complclely done n-way, wo arc 
not free. 

We are well aware, in providing for the adhirs of the 
East, with what an adult strength of abuse, and of wealth 
and influence growing out of that abuse, his iilaje.sty’s Com- 
mons had, in the last ])arliamcnt, and we still have, to 
slTugglc. "We are sensible that the influence of that wealth, 
in a much larger degree and measure than at any former 
period, may have penetrated into the very quarter from 
whence alone any real reformation c.-m be expected.' 

if, therefore, in the arduous aflairs recommended to us, 
our proceedings should he ill adapted, feeble, and ineflbctual ; 
if no delinqucno}' should bo prevented, and no delinquent 
should be called to account ; if everj’ person should be ca- 
ressed, promoted, and rai.'jcd in power, in ])roportion to the 
enormity of his oflcnces ; if no relief should be given to any 
of the natives unjustly dispossessed of their rights, jurisdic- 
tions, and properties ; if no cruel and \injust exactions shall 
bo forboimc ; if the source of no peculation, or oppressive 
gain, should be cut ofl' ; if, by the ojui.ssion of the o])portu- 
nitics that were in our hands, our Lidian empire should fall 

' Tliis ■vrill 'be evident to lliosc who consider the numher nnd descrip- 
tion of directors nnd serrmits of the Enst-lndin Company, chosen into the 
present pnrlinmcnt. Tlic light in which tlic present ministers hold the 
labours of tlie House of Commons, in senrehinp into the disorders in the 
Indian administration, nnd all its cndc.avours for the reformation of the 
government there, without any distinction of limes, or of the persons con- 
cerned, will appear from the following extract from a speech of the pre- 
sent lord chancellor. After making a liigh-flown pancg^iic on those whom 
the House of Commons had condemned hy their resolutions, he said — 
“ Let us not he misled hy reports from commitices of another House, to 
which, I again repeat, I pay as much attention as I xcouhl do to the His- 
tory of Bohinson Crttsoe, Let the conduct of the East-India Company 
he fairl}' and fully inquired into. Let it he acquitted or condemned hy 
e'videnco brought to the bar of the House. Without entering very deeply 
into tho subject, let me reply in a few, words to an observation which fell 
from a noble and learned lord, that tho Company’s finances arc distressed, 
nnd that they owe, at this moment, a million sterling to tho nation. When 
such a charge is brought, will parliament, in its justice forget that the 
Company is restricted from employing that credit which its great and 
fiourishing sitxtation gives to it ? ” 

T 2 
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into Hun nretrierable, and m ita fiiU mat the credit, and 
orerwhelm the porenue*, of thn conntry, we stand ecqmtted 
to OUT hononr and to onr coMoenca, who haie reluctantly 
*e«n the woi^tieat mtereata of our country, at tune* the 
most critioal to its diroity and aafety, rendered the sport of 
the mconsideiate ana muneasured ambition of indindoals, 
ond by that meanq the wiadom of his llajeity’s govemineirt 
degia^ m the pnblio eafamation, and tne policy and cha- 
racter of this renowned nation rendered contemptible m the 
eyea of all 'Ehirop© 

It passed in the negatire. 


V 
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OK 

THE DEVOLUTION IN EDANCE, 

ASP 

OX Tiu; ri;ocr.r.mxGP ix cih^taix pocnrru^'^ ix U)Xdox nELATivi; 

TO THAT r.vnxT: 

IN A LETTER 

iXTnxnr.n to have cr.r.x pent to a oenteemax jx tAnis. 

1700. 

It inny not bo imncccspary to inform tlie render, tlmt tlie 
folloAving Deflections had their origin in .t correspondence 
beUveen the Anthor and a very yonng gentleman at Paris, 
vrbo did him the honour of Jc.siring liis opinion npon the 
important transactions, Avhich then, and ever since, nave so 
mueb occupied the attention of all men. An answer was 
written sometime in the month of October, 17S0 ; but it Avas 
Ivcpt back npon prudential considerations. That letter is 
alluded to in the beginning of the following slicets. It has 
been since forwarded to the person to whom it was addressed. 
The reasons for the delay in sending it were assigned in a 
short letter to the same gentleman. This produced on his 
part a new and pressing application for the Author’s senti- 
ments. 

Tlie Author began a second and more full discussion on 
the subject. Tins he had some thoughts of publishing early 
in the last spring ; but, the matter gaining upon him, he 
found that what he had undertaken not only far exceeded 
the measure of a letter, but that its importance required 
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jntber s mare detailed ctmnderftticin titan at tlmt tune be 
]ttdflnylewtir6tob«tfnrxroanit Hcrcrrra, hatinff thrown 
down btt fint thougbtB m tbe form of a letter, and, indeed, 
wbm be Bat down to imfe, hanng intended it for a TOtate 
letter, he found it dtfRf?nH to Aange the form of addrtia, 
•^en hia fentunenti bad grown mto a greater extent, end 
bad receired another direction- A diiferent plan, ho » 
•encfble, might bo more ftroamblo to a cotnmodioas diniioii 
and dtftribntion of bn matter 


Bnan 8is, 

Ton are pleated to caB again, and with »ome cnrne«t- 
neti,for my thought* on the late procccdingamFranre Ivill 
not give you rea*on to imagine that I thmk my •entunonta 
of nch THloe a* to wuh mj>w to be ooboted about them 
They arc of too little couaegoenc© to be reryaniKmaly either 
eoffimtnueated or withheld. It va* from atteshoo to you, 
and to yon only, that 1 bentated at the tuno whni yon Hnt 
desnred to wcire them. In the fint letter 1 bad tbo bouour 
to write to you, and which at le^h I Mud, I wrtrto neither 
for, nor from, any detenptiou oi men , nor •hall I m thi* 
Jty errort, if any, are my own. 31y reputation alone i* to 
oniwer for them 

Too »ee, Sir, by the long letter I hare transmitted to you, 
that thouA I do mort bcnrtilT wwb that Franc© may bo 
animated dt a ipint of rational liberty, and that I think you 
bound, m all honest pob^, to prondo a permanent body m 
which that ipint may rciiao, and an cfloctual organ by which 
it may act, it u my mhfoitun© to entertain great doubt* 
cooce nim g bctctbI matcnol pomU m yonr late transaetloo*- 
Tou imagined, when you wrote last, that I might poniblj 
bo reckoned among tbo ap p rorer* of certain proccoiling* m 
Franco, from tbe aolenin poblki real of Kmcfion thrr bar© 
rtemred from two dub* ol gentlrmen in Loniim, called tb© 
Con*tittrt tonal Society, end the Berolotion Society 
I certainly hare tbo honour to belong to more dubs than 
one, in wb*^ tbo comtitotion of thfi kingdom, and the 
pnndplei cd tbo glonoo* IteTolation, are held in h^h re* 
TCTcnce , end I reckon myrelf among the moat forwiml m 
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my zeal for maintaining tliat constitution and tliose principles 
in tlieir utmost purity and Augour. It is because I do so 
that I think it necessary for me that there should be no mis- 
take. Those who cultivate the memory of oui* Eevolutiou, 
and those who are attached to the constitution of this icing- 
dom, -will take good care how they are involved udth persons, 
who under the pretext of zeal towards the Eevolutiou and 
constitution too frequently wander from their true principles ; 
and are ready on every occasion to depart from the firm but 
cautious and debberate spirit which produced the one, and 
which presides in the other. Before I proceed to answer the 
more material particulars in your letter, I shall beg leave to 
give you such information as I have been able to obtain of 
the two clubs which have thought proper, as bodies, to in- 
terfere in the concerns of Erance ; first assuring you, that I 
am not, and that I have never been, a member of either of 
those scicieties. 

The first, calling itself the Constitutional Society, or Society 
for Constitution^ Information, or by some such title, is, I 
believe, of seven or eight years standing. The institution of 
this society appears to be of a charitable, and so far of a 
laudable nature : it was intended for the circulation, at tho 
expense of the members, of many books, Avhich few others 
would be at the expense of buying ; and whicli might lie on 
the hands of the booksellers, to the great loss of an useful 
body of men. 'Wbether the books, so charitably circulated, 
were ever as charitably read, is more than I know. Possibly 
several of them have been exported to Prance; and, bke 
goods not in request here, may with you have found a mar- 
ket. I have heard much talk of the lights to be drami from 
books that are sent from hence. TPhat improvements they 
have had in their passage (as it is said some liquors are 
meliorated by crossing the sea) I cannot tell : but I never 
heard a man of common judgment, or the least degree of in- 
formation, speak a word in praise of the greater part of the 
publications circulated by that society ; nor have their pro- 
ceedings been accounted, except by some of themselves, as of 
any serious consequence. 

Tour National Assembly seems to entertain much the same 
opinion that I do of this poor charitable club. As a nation, 
you reserved the whole stock of your eloquent acknowledg- 
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menti for the EerolQbon, 8oo»e^; irheii their felkrwi m the 
Gomtitutumal Trere, m eqm^, entitled to eome iharo Smc© 
yon hare lelected the Borolution Society oi the oreat oljert 
of yonr national thanki and praiKi, yon Tnll think me oi- 
cniable in making ite late conmict the subject of my obecm- 
tioite. The Naticmal Assembly of France has giren import- 
ance to these gentlemen by adopting them and they retnni 
the HbtouTj hy acting as a committee m England for eitcnd- 
mg the prmciplei of^tho National Assembly Hencg fon r o rd 
TTO must consider them as a kind of pmilegcd persona , os no 
inconsiderable members m the diplomatio bodr This is one 
among the reTolutioni which hare gimi spWdonr to ob- 
BCon^, and distinction to undiscerned merit. Until rery 
lately I do not recollect to hato beard of this clnb I am 
quit© fnre that it nerer occupied a moment of my thoughts , 
nor, I heliero, those of any person out of their own set. I 
find, upon inquiry, that on the snniTersair of the Eerolo- 
tion in IdSS, a clnb of diseenters, but of what denomination 
1 know not, hare long bad the custom of hearing a sonnon 
m one of their churcbee , and that aft erw ar ds th^ spent the 
day cbeerfolly, as other dubs do, at the tarem. But I nerer 
heard that any pahUo mcaffiire,or political iyBtcm,miieh less 
that the mencs of the oonstitution of any forom nation, had 
been tbo eub^t of a formal proceeding at their festinls } 
nntH, to my inexpressible sarpHsa, 1 found them in a sort 
of public capacity, by a congratulatory sddrese. Citing an 
onthontatiTO sanction to the proceeding of the NafaonaT As- 
sembly in France. 

In the anaent prmoples and conduct of the club, so far at 
ns they wore declared, 1 soo nothing to wbidi I could 
take exception I think it tory probable, that for some pu> 
pose, now members may have entered among them ; and that 
some truly Ohrutian politicians, who lore to dupeiuo bene- 
fits, but arc cartful to conceal tho hand which distributes tbo 
dole, msT bare made them tho instruments of tbeir pious de- 
signs. ^Vhatorer I may hnro reoson to suspect eonceming 
pnrate managernent, I shall speak of nothing as of o cer- 
tainty but what IS public. 

For one, I should bo sorry to bo thought, du-cctly or in- 
directly, concerned in their proceedinet. I certainly take 
my foil shw, along with Ibo rest of the world, in my indi- 
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vidual and private capacity, in speculating on rvhat has been 
done, or is doing, on tbc public stage, in any place ancient or 
modem ; in tlie republid of Eome, or tbo republic of Paris ; 
but baving no general apostolical mission, being a citizen of 
a particular state, and being bound up, in a considerable de- 
gree, by its pubbc rviU, I should tbinlc it at least improper 
and irregular for me to open a formal public correspoudcnco 
with the actual government of a foreign nation, ndtliout tbo 
express authority of the government under ^vbicb I live. 

I should be still more unvrilling to enter into that corre- 
spondence under anything like an equivocal description, ■which 
to many, unacquamted rvith our usages, might make the ad- 
dress, in which I joined, appear as the act of persons in some 
sort of corporate capacity, acknowledged by tlie laws of this 
kingdom, and authorized to speak the sense of some part of 
it. On account of the ambiguity and uucertaint)’ of un- 
authorized general descriptions, and of the deceit which may 
be practised imder them, and not from mere formality, the 
House of Commons would reject the most sneaking petition 
for the most trifl i ng object, under that mode of signature to 
which you have thrown open the folding doors of your pre- 
sence chamber, and have ushered into your I^ational iVs- 
sembly Anth as much ceremony and parade, and with as great 
a hustle of applause, as if you had been visited by the whole 
representotive majesty of the Avhole English nation. If what 
tins society has thought proper to send forth had been a 
piece of argument, it would have 'signified little whoso argu- 
ment it was. It would bo neither the more nor the less 
con'vmcmg on account of the party it came from. But this 
IS only a vote and resolution. It stands solely on authority ; 
an m tins case it is the mere authority of individuals, few 
0 w om appear. Their signatures ought, in my opinion, to 
have been Mnexed to their instrument. The wo Ad would 
en a've e means of knowing how many they are ; who they 

opinions may be, from their per- 

lead tSS 

•mnv, j- 1 ^ , State, lo me, who am but a plain 

Httle too refined, and too iugeni- 
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for the sake ot°gwlit md® ahiol?°™'d' adopM 

aarce to the puSo 
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ny tfof camo to bo closelj mepocted, they djd not altogctlier 
to dceerro. It ib » poH^ that Iuib rmy muct tbe com- 
pjcrion of fl fr»ud- 

I flotter rnywlf that I Ioto a manlj, moral, rw^ted Kbor- 
^ u Tdl M auj ffentlenani of that oooety, & bo rbo bo 
■jfiU; and porbaji I have giren ai goodprooft of mratta^- 
meet to tmt cause, m the whole con?*© of mj publm con- 
duct I think I enyy liberty m little u they do, to any other 
natioiL But I cannot ttaad fonrard, and giro pmiao or blamo 
to anything which rolatct to human aetjona, and human 
conoerm, on a tunplo view of tho object, ai it itandi atnpped 
of ererr relation, In oE tho nakedn^ and aolitudo of meta- 
phyalcal abatracboiu Circamataneoa (which with aomo 
gentlemen paaa for nothing) giro m reali^ to orery political 
prmaple iti diatingmahmg* colour and diicmn mating eflbet. 
The dreamatancea ore what rcnd« erory civil and political 
achemo beneficial or nanoua to mankind. Abrtnictedly 
apoating, goremment, as woU as Uberty, u pood , yet could 
I, in common ecnac, years age^ haro febatatod Franco on 

enjoyment of a poremment (fat aho then bad a gorem- 
mont) without icgtu^ what tho nature of that gorornmeuk 
waa, or how it wm a^imitcred ? Con I now congratulate 
tho aamo nation unau its Ijcodom f la it because bberty m 
"ibe abstract may do claaeod amougst tbo blcwioga of man- 
y'' land, that I am aenonaly to folimtato a mad man, who ho* 
cicaped from the protecting mtraint and wbolcaomo dart- 
nwi of his cell, on hi* rcftorutiou to tbo enjoyment of light 
and hTjcr^P Am I to congmtubito a hj^wnjman and 
murderer, who has hroko prison, upon tbo rccoTcry of ha 
natural nphta P This would be to act orcr again tlio scena 
of tho criminal* oondetnnod to tho galley*, and their beroJe 
dollverer, the motaphyno knight of tbo sorrowful eounlcn 
once 

■When I SCO tbo ipint of liberty in action, I *0© a ftrong 
principle at wort , and thu, for a while, is all I con potally 
know of it. The wild pM, tho fiicd air, is plainly broke 
looso 5 wo ought to *a»pcnd our jndpmait until tbo firrt 
efTerTcsconco I* a littlo iubtidcd, tfli tbo liquor u cleared, wro 
until wo *00 •omothing deeper than tbo aritation of a troubled 
and frothy surface I must bo tolerably sure, before I 
turo publldy to congratulato men upon a bleisiag, that they 
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inre resl^ Tee^veo. qub. Tlstis^ carrnpts licrQi -the rs- 
L-eiT-er mm. xiie prsT- adiilirdaii is nor of more Esrvice lo 
Tbs- pemii? ~nr.Ti to inuirs. I EiicraLd iiisrefore EnisDSid nrr 
parErimaiiniDiiB on -tbs merr iiberrr of lErmace. 1 ttcs 

inibrmea jatTririadlmsiL comimied Triin 2 -ovsnirmeiii; Tvith 
Tubii;: d’orcE- TdiiiThe diEeipliiiE imd obedaenee oi nrmiesi 
TitL Tiie crtHeenDn of eh effeeriTe end T'eB-distribiiEsd 
-rifli Errorpirry eti d rfdi ri cm ; Tviilnilie Eolidirr of ^o- 
HSTT:; Ti 3 i T) 2 Eoe End ord^T.: Tridh crvil End bdceeI mmnerB. 

Tnpso iTE-TnBrr ttet'i nre ^od xidnirs too:: End. Td-Tbom 
fhpTT'. dri>2nT' is nor n bensni Tr irils r it dnstE. End is not litdT 
TO' EDntinnB ionH. Tn o enetrr afiTDorTjTo individuEls iE.tihEi 
fb^ TEE V do Tviinr fbor jQsesb ; Tve o imbt to see TrbEt it ttH 
Tiiem io do.ijnorET'e TiEb cmirrETLibitinns. Trbicb nmj 
1)S Boon Tnmed into eotcplEnns. ibndence Tverdd dictEie 
fb;E in liiB oess oi' BeosrEta. inBrdEi-ed. tcetexb men:: bnt 
jiberrT. miien men eoi in TiodieE, is poii-er- CansiderEte 
neonle. oei'orB Tber dsoisre tisinEelTes, Tdll ol^Berre fbe nse 
-rbrnb is mads of poaer; End nanicnbnilT of so tming e 
■ flrrn E ns veir norrer in nsvr DBrsons. of Triiose piincipies. 
TsnrDers. End diFposixions Tb^ IcTe little or no enpsrienes. 
End in EnmitianE. Trnere Tiose mbo Eppeor tbe most Kniring 
in fbe eoene mirj' noEsblj not "be fbe xedl moTers. 

AT] fbese oonsideHuiDns iiotveTerTrere Inelo'vrfbe TrEnEcen- 
dentol dip: I bp of tdie derobiiiQn Sodetr. IVbllst d con- 
TTnned in Tiie eotnttrr. from Tvlience I iiad Tde bonoitr of 
Ttnting TO potL ± bad Imt nn imnerfect idea of Tbeir trEos- 
arrdonE. Cn nrr eonnnH to tom. I senr for an aocoEnt of 
ididr proceedingE^ Tviddb iad deen p'iblisbed bp tbeir an- 
tborirr. containing a sermon of Dr. ibice. nitb Tne Duke de 
DodieTancanit's and tie brdbbisbon of .AiT* s letter, and 
Fev eml otber doenmentE annexed, bbe mi ole of that publio- 
ataaiL mitb tne mamfest ne mm of connectinE tbe aifnirs c£ 
Drance mitb those of Dntdand. Irr drawing ns into an imita- 
tion of tbe candnet cf tLe Zsaiiaiial Asseinblp. gave me a 
cansidenile degree afnneasiness. Tbe eSect of that conduct 
■upon The pomer, credit. nrospaitT, and tranga iT litp of 
Dranee. became ereip dep more erident. The foim of enn- 
stit i nion to be settlecL for its itrrnre pcilnp- became mor 
clear. " e are nom in a eonditinn to discern, tiii tolerat.’ 
enacmess- tbe Tme nature of the object itdd np to otrr imita- 
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tfcjiL If the prudence of reeerre tnd decorum dictatei iiknco 
m some circmiistaiice*, m othen prudence of a hmter order 
inflj justify ui m ipeotiria OUT thought*. Tho heranung* of 
ccnfyoiion UTth u* m Eog h md are at preamt foeble enouA , 
but, Tnth ytju, we bare aoen an inlan<7, more Iceote, 
giwmg hj momenta into » efren^h to heap mountain* 
i^ion inotmtain*, and to vnr with hearcn tfwif ‘When- 

orer our neighbour’s house u on flr^ it cannot be n"^r f fw 
the engme* to pbj a little oa our own. Better to bo de- 
epised for too anmou* apprehension*, thgn rmned hj' too 
confident a aecanty 

SolkitoTi* chiefly for the peace of my own country, but 
ty no mean* unconcerned fbrynur*, I wi»h to communicate 
mow largely what wajat flrrt intended only for yoorpnvato 
satistaction. I shall *t21 keep jour aflain m my ere, and 
continue to addreas my»elf to yon. Indulging myseli m the 
freedom of oputolaiy intetcoorw, I bog I^to to throw out 
my thoughts, and eiprcts my f(«dmg*,ju*t a* they an»o m 
my mmd, with Tory httie attoubou to flrrmsi metb^ I sot 
out With the proceeding of the Eerolntion Society , bnt I 
ahaH not conmie myeolf to them. 1* it poasTble 1 should? 
It appears to me u if t were in a great entu, not of tho 
afliur* of Jranco alone, but of all Europe, perhaps of motto 
. than Borope. All aramufaDce* taken together, tbe Froaeb 
t'BoTolubon istbo moat aktonbhmg that has hitherto happen* 
od in tho worlA The most wonderful thing* are brought 
about m many mitaoecs by mean* the mc^ absurd and 
ndicnlou*, in tbo moat ridiculous mode*, and, apparently, 
by the moat contemptiblo instrument*. ETerjihin^ seem* 
out of nature in thu itrango chao* of levity and fbroafy, and 
of all sort* of aimea jumbled together with all sort* of lollk*. 
Ill viewing thumontbroui tmgi-comio *ccne,tbo roo»t oppoilto 
passion* necessarily succeed, and •omctimc* tnu witn each 
other in the mmd , alternate contempt and indignalwu j d* 
ternate laughter and tear* f alternate acorn and boiror 

It cannot howercr be denied, that to some thl* *ttargti 
scene app«rod in quite another point of new Info them 

cofpuvvi as <ftlxT eestisoesu those of fujoltation and 
rapture- They saw nothing in what Iia* been done in iVanee, 
but a firm and temperate ciertton of freedom { *o consuteni, 
on tho whole, with moral* and with piety, a* to m*ke it 
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deserving not only of tlie secular applause of dashing Machi- 
avelian politicians, hut to render it a fit theme for all the 
devout effusions of sacred eloquence. 

On the forenoon of the 4th of hfovemher last, Doctor 
Richard Price, a non-conforming minister of eminence, preach- 
ed at the dissenting meeting-house of the Old dewy, to his 
club or society, a very extraordinary miscellaneous sermon, 
in which there are some good moral and religious sentiments, 
and not ill expressed, mixed up in a sort of porridge of 
various political opinions and reflections ; but the Revolution 
in France is the grand ingredient in the cauldron. I con- 
sider the address. teansmitted by the Revolution Society to the 
iN'ational Assembly, through Ilarl Stanhope, as originating 
in the principles of the sermon, and as a corollary from 
them. It was moved by the preacher of that discourse. It 
was passed by those who came reelring from the effect of the 
sermon, without any censure or qualification, expressed or 
implied. If, however, any of the gentlemen concerned shall 
wish to separate the sermon from the resolution, they Icnow 
how to acknowledge the one, and to disavow the other. They 
may do it : I cannot. 

For my part, I looked on that sermon as the public declara- 
tion of a man much connected with bterary caballers, and 
intriguing philosophers ; with political theologians, and theo- 
logical pobticians, both at home and abroad. I know they 
set him 'Up as a sort of oracle ; because, with the best inten- 
tions in the world, he naturally and chants his 

prophetic song in exact unison with their designs. 

That sermon is in a strain which I believe has not been 
heard in this kingdom, in any of the pulpits which are toler- 
ated or encouraged in it, since the year 1648 ; when a pre- 
decessor of Dr. Price, the Rev. Hugh Peters, made the vault 
of the king’s own chapel at St. James’s ring with the honour 
and privilege of the saints, who, with the “ high praises of 
. Gnd in their mouths, and a 7«po-edged sword in their hands, 
were to execute judgment on the heathen, and punishments 
upon the^ yjeqpTe ; to bind their kings with chains, and their 
nohles with fettcM of iron.”^ Few harangues from the 
pulpit, except in the days of your league in France, or in 
the days of our solemn league and covenant in England, have 

* Psalm cxlbc. . 
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ktnee ttee© apoctoho misnonanai, ■who ere ■to tell their nb- 
jocti th^ are not lawful kingt. That u tbnr cooeem. It 
M our*, as a domestio interest of sonie moment, senouilT to 
contidCT the solidi^ of the onJif pnnnple upon which these 
contlemen acknowledge a king of Great Bntam to be cm* 
ctlad to their oQ^uince. 

Tba doctrine, aa appbed to the pnnee now on the Bntith 
throne, either la nonecnee, and tbareforo neither true nor 


fclae, or it affirma a most nnfoimded, dangnroua, lUegnl, and 
unconfftitutioaal posihon. According totha ipintua? doctor 
of pcditacs, of hn Majesty does not owe hia crown to tbo 
dioice of hia people, he ta no laa^l inay Now nothing can 
be more ■onb^ than that the crown of thu km^om i« to 
beld br hii Mmerty IlierefoTe If yon foDow tbeir rule, the 
kmg of Groat Britain, ■who moat certainly doe* not owe hia 
Ingh ofBco to any form of popular election, m m no rcapcct 
better than the rest of the gang of nsurper*^ who reign, or 
ratho rob, all orer the face of this our xmacrable wort^ 
without tort of right or title to the aHogiance of their 
people^ The pol^ of this general doetnne, to qualified, la 
enoeat enough- The propagator* of thia political goapol <tro 
zn hc^ that their abstract principle (their principle that a 
popuiu choice la nececao^ to the lemil aiatcnce of tbo 
BOTcreign magistracy) would bo orcrlooEcd, whilst tho kmg 
of Great Bntmn -waa not aSected by iL In tho mean time 
the enra of their congrc^tiona would bo graduallT habitu- 
ated to it 0* if it wcTO a firat principle admvttoa without 
disputa For the present it would only operate a» a theory, 
picVled m tho preterring juice* of pulpit eloquence, and hud 
by for fixture uee Chase «i eomjxyno jrta etor jqyroMttrt 
jiomm By thk policy, whflst our goremment m aootbed 
■with a reeerration in its fsronr, to which it has no claim, tho 


socunty, whkh it hna in common ■with all goremmenU, *o 
for ns opnilon ii security, » taken away 

Thus thc*o pobtidana proceed, whilst littlo notice » taken 
of thecr doctrines , hut wuen they come to be examined upon 
the plain of their worda, and tho direct tendency of 

these dot^rioft, tbcscqasrosstwssasJ thppetyeis-sifnietjet}* 
come nrto ploy 'Wben they any tho king owe* ha crown to 
tho choice oi hit people, and is thercforo tlte only lawful 
aorertugn in tho world, they will perbop* tell ui they m«n 
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to sny no more llinn that Bome of Iho Icing’s predecessors 
Lave been called to the throne by some sort of choice ; and 
therefore he owes his crown to the clmicc of his people. 
Thus, by a miserable subterfuge, they hoj)o to render their 
proposition safe, by rendering it nugatory. 9'liey arc wel- 
come to the asylum they seek for their oll’euee, since they 
take refuge in their folly. For, if you admit tins inliTi)rcln- 
tion, how docs their idea of election diiler from our idea of 
inheritance? Ajid how does the settlement of tlm crown in 
the Brunswick line derived from dames the Fir.st come to 
legalize our monarchy, ratlicr than that of any of the neigh- 
bouring countries ? At some time or other, to be sure, all 
the beginners of dynasties were chosen by those who called 
them to govern. There is ground enough for the opinion 
that all tlie kingdoms of I'luropc were, at a remote period, 
elective, with more or fewer limitations in the objects of 
choice. But whatever kings might have been hero, or else- 
where, a thousa^vd years ago, or in whatever nAn\iner the 
ruling dynasties of ihigland or Franco m.ay have begun, Iho 
king of Great Britain is, at this day, king by a fixed rule of 
succession, according to the laws of his country ; and whilst 
the legal conditions of the compact of sovereignty are per- 
formed by him, (ns they arc performed,) he holds Ins crown, 
in contempt of the choice of tlic Bevolution Society, who 
have not a single vote for a king amongst them, cither indi- 
vidually or collectively ; though I make no doubt they would 
. soon erect themselves into an elector.'il college, il' things 
were ripe to give effect to their claim. I Lis iMajcsty’s heirs 
and successors, each in liis time and order, will come to tlio 
cro^vtL with the same contempt of their choice with which 
his ISIajcsty has succeeded to that ho wears. 

"Whatever may he the success of evasion in explaining 
away the gross error of/ac/, which supposes that his Jilajesty 
(though he holds it in concurrence with the wishes) owes his 
crown to the choice of his people, yet nothing can evade 
their full exjdicit declaration, concerning the principle of a 
right in the people to choose ; which right is directly main- 
tained, and tenaciously adhered to. All the oblique insinu- 
ations concerning election bottom in this proposition, and 
are referable to it. Lest the foundation of the king’s exclu- 
sive legal title should pass for a mere rant of adulatory free- 

VOL. II. u 
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doni, the political dinne proceeda dogmahcnlly to oucit,^ 
that "br tbo pnnciplei of tb* Bevolohon, tba people of 
EnaUnd baTO acquired three fimdameutal nghta, all xhch, 
TTiM bun, compoao cmo ijctem, and he together m one ihort 
^eotmoe } nainel/, that tto bate acquired a right, 

L “To chooeo our Ofim goreroon ” 

2. “ To cnibicr them for iiili«»nduct.'' 

8 “ To firtuno a ^cmment for ouraelTW.’' 

Thn new, and hitherto unbewd-oi; bill of nghta, though 
made m the name of the ^hole people, bek*w to th^ 
geutlemen and their lactian only Tie body ^ the people 
^ Engiand hare no atare m it. Tbrnr utterly diadaiin it 
They Trill reaiat the practical aaKrtaon of it with their Iitct 
nndfartTmea Tber are bound to do to ^ the lawa of their 
eouatiy, made at the time of tfat very Kerolutioii ■whwh is 
appealed to in faroor of the ftcbtiout nghta claimed by tbo 
Sioaety whicb aboaoa iti name. 

Theae gentleroen of the Old Jewry, m all their reoaoning* 
on the KerolotioQ. of 1688 baro a Eerolutwn whwh hap- 
pomd m England ehoot forty year* before, and the lato 
French BerjJutwn, ao much bel^ their eye*, tmd m their 
hcorta, that theyaro cocitaotly cooibunding ali the throe to> 
gether It u necoasary that we ahould aeponte what they 
confound- Vfe raoit recall their erriog lanaca to the ocU 
of the Bevolation which wo lorere, for the difcorcry of ita 
true pnttctplet If the vrlMa^ft of tho Eorolution of 10^ 
arc anjyabere to be found- it la m the rtatute caDod tho Jle- 
deratioM qf In that moat wue, aoher, and counder- 

ate declaration, drawn up by great lawyer* and great atatc*- 
men, and not by warm and mcipenenced enthonnata, not one 
■word la said, nor one tuggcitiQn mode, of a goneml right “ to 
chooae ocr own gvterno n , to caabier them for mitconduct ; 
find to fom a gcnreniment for tumtlef ” 

Thia Dcdamtion of Eight (ibe act of tbo Itt of "UTtltain 
and 3lary, acaa. 2, ch- 2) u tbo comer-atono of our eoorii- 
tution, aa reinforced, explained, nDprored, and in iti funda- 
mental pnneiplca for ercr aettlod- It ia called “ An Act for 
declaring tbo nghta and bicrtie* of tho rubjoct, and for art'- 
ility tho mewnos ot' the crowB," Foa wilf o&aerre, tAaf 

P. 51, Dbceom oq ibo Lota of va Conatiy, by Dr rrie* 
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these rights OBd this succession are declared in one body, and 
hound indissolubly together. 

, A few years after this period, a second opportunity offered 
for asserting a right of election to the croivn. On the 
prospect of a total failure of issue from 'R'iug William, and 
from the Princess, afterwards Queen Anne, the consideration 
of the settlement of the crown, and of a further security 
for the liberties of the people, again came before the legis- 
lature. Did they this second time make any provision for 
legalizing the crown on the spurious revolution principles of 
■the Old Jewry ? ISTo. They followed the principles which 
prevailed in the Declaration of Right ; indicating with more 

E recision the persona who were to inherit in the Protestant 
ne. This act also incorporated, by the same policy, our 
liberties, and an hereditary succession in the same act. In- 
stead of a right to choose our own governors, they declared 
that the succession in that line (the Protestant hne drawn 
from James the Pirst) was absolutely necessary “ for the 
peace, quiet, and security of the realm,” and that it was 
equally urgent on them “ to maintain a certainty in the suc- 
cession thereof, to which the subjects may safely have recourse 
for their protection.” Both these acts, in which are heard 
the -unerring, unambiguous oracles of revolution policy, in- 
stead of countenancing the delusive, gipsy predictions of a 
“ right to choose our governors,” prove to a demonstration 
how totally adverse the wisdom of the nation was from turn- 
ing a case of necessity into a rule of law. 

Unquestionably there was at the Revolution, in the per- 
son of King William, a small and a temporary deviation from 
the strict order of a regular hereditary succession ; but it is 
against all genuine prmciples of jurisprudence to draw a 
principle from a law made in a special case, and regarding 
an individual person. JBrivilegiv/m non transit in exemplum. 
If ever there was a time favourable for establishing the 
principle, that a king of popular choice was the onfr legal 
king, without all doubt it was at the Revolution. Its not 
■being, done at that time is a proof that the nation was. of 
opinion it ought not to be done at any time. There is no 
person so completely ignorant of our history as not, to know, 
that the majority in parliament of both parties were so little 
disposed to anything resembling that prmoiple, that at first 
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tbej Trere determmod to place tic T^eant crtmn, not on tie 
bead of tie Pnnee of Oreng^bnt on that b» mfe llaiy, 
dangfater of .King /amea, the eldeet bom of tbo isane of that 
kuig ■whici they acknowledged as undonitedly in. Itwonld 
be to repeat a rery tnto rtory, to recall to ronr memory all 
thoeo orcumstancea -wiici (fenonitrated that tbeir accept- 
ing BngAVilham was not properly a cloiee ; but to all tium 
who did not wniuin effect, to recafl Jung Jamea, ortodcloge 
their eoontry in blood, and ogam to brmg tioir rcligron, Iowa, 
and Hherfaea mto the perQ tiwy had rart eacaped. rt waa an 
act of fleemt^, in tie atnctcft moral aenie m vtuch pree n 
oiW can be token. 

Jn tie TciT act, in triici for a time, and m a ainglo ca», 
parliament departed from the atnet order of mhmtancc, 
in CiToar of a prmco, who, tioogi not next, was howorer 
very near, in the line of auoccagion, it a cunons to ohterro 
htnr Lord Somen, who dfwr the bill called the Dcriaration 
of Bight, has comported huneelf cm that delicate oceaaion 
It 1 * ennou* to obeerre with what oddreea tbn Icaporary 
ablation of eonboait^ b kept from tbe oye , whQft all 
e^d be fonnd in tbta act of neceacty to eoantenanco tho 
idea of on beroditary auceeamon « brought forward, and 
fostered, and made the most oC hy tin prat man, and 
by theJegulattire who followed bim. OoittiM tho dry, Im- 
peiabre style of an act of porliament, ho mnaes tbo Lords 
and Commons fell to a pions, IcgnUtire rjamilahon, and 
declare, that they consider it "as a mairdlcms prondcnce, 
and mcmful pbodnesi of God to tin nation, to proswo 
tbetr said Majesties’ rcysl persons, most happily to rriro 
OTcr ns es tie iMrone <jf iketr a»cftton, for which, from the 
bottom erf tbeir beorta, they retnru their hnmblat thanks 
and praises.’'— The legislataro plamly had m new tho act of 
recogniticm of the first of Queep Elizabeth, chap 3rd, and of 
that of James tho First, oiop, Itt, both acts strongly de- 
claratory of the micntabic nature of tho crown, and ia 
many parts they follow, with a nearly literal precision, tbo 
wor^ and eren tbo form of thaalugiTing which u found la 
these old declaratory statutes. 

Tic two Houses, m tho art of King IViUtsm, did not 
thank God that they bad found a fiur opportmuty to oesert 
a right to diooto tbeir own goreroors, wneb less to make an 
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rleotion tlic nnh/ latrfa} tillc !<■» (ho crown. Their hnnng 
hocn in n concHlion to avoid the vcrv appearance of il, as 
nuich as pos^ihle, was hy tluMn considered ns a providential 
esea]ie. They threw a jaditic, wcll-wronght veil over every 
cireninstance lendinir to wc.nhen tin’ rights, which in the nie- 
liomled order of st>oee.<sion they meant to ])erpelnn(e; or 
which might furnish a ^nx'cedent for nJ>y future departure 
from wltat they had then .‘•ottled for ever. .Accordingly, 
(hat they might not relax the nerves of their monarchy, 
and that they might j’trcscTvo a close co!»ft>rmi(y to the jwnc- 
tice of their ancestors, as il nppean'd in the declaratory 
st.atntes of (Jiiocn Mary’ and Qnecn Ivlir.ahcth, in the ne.xt 
clause thev vest, hy n'cognition. in their M.ajesties, all the. 
legal prerogatives of (he crown, dechu-ing, “that in them 
(hey arc rightfully, and rndrrti/ invested, incor- 

porated. united, and annexed.” In tlm clause which fol- 
lows, for preventing quest ions, hy reason of any pretended 
titles to (he crown, they declare, (oh.serving also in this the 
traditionary language, along with the traditionary policy 
of the nation, and repeating as from a rubrie (he language 
of the preceding acts of I'li^.aheth and Jnme.s,) that on llic 
preserving “a in the .srccr.Rsiox (hereof, the nniU% 

peace, .and tranquillilv of this nation doth, under God, wholly 
depend.” 

They hnow that a doubtful title of succession would but 
too mucli resemble an election; and (bat an election would 
be utterly de.<=tructivc of the “unity, pence, and tranquillity 
of this nation," which Ihcv thought to be considerations of 
some moment. To provide for these objects, and therefore 
to exclude for ever the Old ilcwry doctrine of “a right to 
choose our own governor.s,” they follow with a clause con- 
taining a most solemn pledge, taken from the preceding act 
of Queeu Elizabeth, as aolcmn a pledge as ever was or can 
be given in favour of an hereditary succession, and ns solemn 
a renunciation as could be made of the principles by this 
Society imputed to them. “ The Lords spiritual and tem- 
por.al, and Commons, do, in the name of nil tl)c ])eoplc afore- 
said, most humbly and faithfully submit iJicmschwn, Iheir 
heirs and jtosieriiics for ever ; and do faithfully promise that 
they wdll stand to, maintain, and defend their said Majesties, 

' Ist Marj’, BOSS. 3, ch. 1. 
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»nd »Iao tho IiMiiaUon tie trxuni, hemn fpeofled and coft* 
tamed to the ntmcwt oi their poirera," do. ic. 

So iar Ji rt from bnng^ true, that iro acquit a right by 
the Eerolution to elect cnir kmp, that if we had po«*oiiod 
it before, the Engluh natnra dia at that time moot ioJetanlT 
renoimce and abdicate it, for themaelTca, and for all thefr 
poatenW for erer Theae gentlomen may TtJoe themaclre* 
SB mnen u they pleoee on tbcir "Whig pnnnpleij but I 
nerer deaire to bo tnon^t a better "Whig than Lord Somen , 
or to nnderrtnnd the pnnaplet of the Herelotion bettor than 
fhoie by irhom it int* brought abcnt or to raul m the Do- 
daratiou of Sight any mystema rndmown to thoeo irhoro 
penetrating ityle has cnp^rtTed m our ordinance*, and in our 
nearta, the *rords and vpint of that Immortal ]air 
It 1* true, that, aided intb the poicer* denrcd from force 
and opportimitr, tho nation ms at that bme, m tome *en*e, 
free to take what courae it plcaacd for filling the throne j 
but onlr free to do *0 upon the atme ground* cm which tb^ 
might liave wholly aboltahcd them monarchy, and ertry 
other part of tbeir eooatitutiom Howercf, did not 
tlnsh cuch bold change* witbm their commMon. It it in< 
deed difSeult, perhape impoefibte, to gnu lusH* to the tacro 
absinet competence of tho anpreme powrr, •nch a* wa* oxer- 
maed by parlounont at that , but the limit* of a vtoraf 
competence, mbjecting eren in power* rooro rodifpatably 
soTcreign, ocrcaabnal wUl to permanent reason, and to tho 
itcady mtvrim* of liuth, justice, and fixed fundamental policy, 
arc perfectly intelligible, and perfectly binding upon tboro 
who eicTCi*© any author^, under any name, or under any 
title, m tho itate. Ibe uow of Lorxla, for initance, i> not 
morally competent to diwolro the llooro of Common*, 
no, nor oren to dwolre itself, nor to abdicate, if it would, 
lU portion m the legialature of tho kingdom Though a king 
may «bdwit© for hw own peraon, b© cannot abdl«to for tlie 
monardiy By a* strung or by a a trongcr rcawn, the lfou*e 
of Commona connot renounce ita •barn of authonty Tb© 
engagement and pact of tocletT, which generally goe* by the 
name of the constitution, forbid* mich iDTanon and such 
fuiTcndcT The conitituent part* of a »tat© arc obliged to 
bold th«r public frith with each other, and with all tho*o 
who dente any ecriou* intcre*t under their engagement*, a* 
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mucli as the whole state is hound to keep its faith with se- 
parate communities. Otherwise competence and power 
would soon he confounded, and no law be left but the -ftall 
of a prevaUiDg force. On this principle the succession of 
tlie crown has always, been what it now is, an liereditary 
succession by law ; in the old line it was a succession by the 
common law ; iu the new by the statute law, operating on 
the principles of the common law, not changing the sub- 
stance, but regulating the mode, and describing the persons. 
Both these descriptions of law are of the same force, and are 
derived from an equal authority, emauating from the com- 
mon agreement and original compact of the state, coihnmni 
sponsione reij)nhUcce, and as such are equally binding on king 
and people too, as long as the terms are observed, and they 
continue the same body politic. 

It is far from impossible to reconcile, if we do not suffer 
ourselves to be entangled in the mazes of metaphysic sophis- 
try, the use both of a fixed rule and an occasional deviation ; 
the sacredness of an hereditary principle of succession in our 
government, with a power of change m its application in 
cases of extreme emergency. Even in that extremity, (if we 
take the measure of our rights by our exercise of them at 
the Eevolution,) the change is to be confined to the peccant 
part only ; to the part which produced the necessary devia- 
tion ; and even then it is to be effected without a decomposi- 
tion of the whole civil and political mass, for the purpose of 
originating a new civil order out of the first elements of 
society. 

A state without the means of some change is without the 
means of its conservation. Without such means it might 
even risk the -loss of that part of the constitution which it 
wished the most religiously to preserve. The two principles 
of conservation and correction operated strongly at the two 
critical periods of the Bestoration and Eevolution, when 
England found itself Avithout a king. At both those periods 
the nation had lost the bond of union in their ancient edifice; 
they did not, however, dissolve the whole fabric. On the 
contrary, in both cases they regenerated the deficient part 
of the old constitution through the parts Avhich were not 
impaired. They kept these old parts exactly as they were, 
that the part recovered might be suited to them. They acted 
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the tmcaent otganacd itntei m the ihapo of then- oJd 
orgttBuatioTi:, ffnd Bot by the oronuc ttol^cwla of a dBhainled 
people. .At BO tizoo, perhaps did the •ororeign Icgtilatnre 
niABifeit a Tuoie tender regani to that ftmdaincntal pnnonlo 
of Bntuh conititaticmal policy, than at the tune of the Ke- 
Tohition, TTben rt denated from the darect hne of hereditary 
BoccetBKrm The crown ww e arn ed aomewhat out of the 
iino m which it had before mored , but the new Into wm do- 
mod from the eame itock It mu itill a Ime of hereditary 
detcent , rtill an hereditary deacent in the aamo blood, though 
an hereditary deacent qualtfied with Proteatantlani ‘When 
tbo lecialature altered the direebon, but kept tho principle, 
thCT ahowed that they held it mnolable 

6zi thia pnnoiple, the law of inheritaneD had admitted 
fome amenunent in the old tune, and long before the era of 
the Sorolabon. Some tune after the conqneat great ques- 
tions aroae apon the Ic^ pnnmple* of hereditary descent. 
It beeame a matter of dooht, whether tho henroer enUa or 
the heir per tinpen was to roewd , but wbetW tn© heir 
per eeptla mre way when the heirdom per i/npe* took place, 
or the Catholic bear when the Protestant was nTtferrea, the 
mhentable pnnaplo wmred mth a sort of immortality 
throogh all traiumigrB±uwis--w»a/ft»«i»e'p<T <ntHM ttat/oHuut 
done*, rt ev% «a*CTWi/«r atenr* iTiii is the ipmt of onr 
oonstitntjon, not only in its settled eonisc, hut ra all its re- 
Tolutiona. "Whoerercamo m-orbowerer be came m, whether 
be obtained the crown by law, or by force, the hereditary 
lUcecsnOD was either eonbooed or adopted. 

The gontleinen of tbo Society for Birrolatitmi see nothing 
jn that of loss but the dcmtionfrom tbo oonstitution j aod 
tb^ take the denalion from the pnneiple for tho pnnopW 
They hare bttte regard to the obnoos consequences of tbem 
doctnno, though th^ must see, that it Irarei positire author- 
ity in Tcry few of the positiTo institutions of th» country 
‘When ludi an nnworrantable maxim la once establaheo, 
that no throne is lawful but tho elrcttrc, no ono act of the 
pnneos who preceded this era of Bctitioua dcctiou «n bo 
ralid. Do these thconsti mean to imitate some of therr pro- 
decetsora, who dragged tbo bodtea of our ancteot sovrm -ns 
out of the quiet of thetr tomha P I>o they mean to attaint 
and du^Ic oadcwarrfs all tho kings that hare mgoed betaic 
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the Eevolution, and consequently to stain the throne of Eng- 
land with the hlot of a continual usurpation ? Do they mean 
to invalidate, annul, or to call into question, together with 
the titles of the whole line of our Iciugs, that great bodj’’ of 
our statute law which passed under those whom they treat 
as usurpers ? to annul laws of inestimable value to our liber- 
ties: — of ns great value at least as any which have passed at 
or since the period of the Devolution ? If kings, who did not 
owe their crown to the choice of their people, had no title to 
make laws, what will become of the statute dc iallagio non 
concedendo ? — of the petition of right ? — of the act of habeas 
corpus ? Do these new doctors of the rights of -men presume 
to assert, that King James the Second, who came to the 
crown as next of blood, according to the rules of a then 
unqualified succession, was not to all intents and purposes a 
lawful king of England, before he had done any of those acts 
which were justly construed into an abdication of his crown? 
If he was not, much trouble in parliament might have been 
saved at the period these gentlemen commemorate. But 
King James was a bad king with a good title, and not an 
usurper; The princes who -succeeded according to the act 
of parliament which settled the crown on the Electi-ess 
Sophia and on her descendants, being Protestants, came in 
as much by a title of inheritance as Eling James did. He 
came in according to the law, as it stood at his accession to 
the crown ; and the princes of the House of Brunswick came 
to the inheritance of the crown, not by election, but by the 
law, as it stood at their several accessions of Protestant de- 
scent and inheritance, as I hope I have shown sutficiently. 

The law, by which this royal family is specifically destined 
to the succession, is the act of the 12th and 13th of King 
William. The terms of this act bind “ us and our heirs, and 
om: posterity, to them, their heirs, and posterity,'^ being 
Protestants, to the end of time, in the same words as the 
Declaration of Bight had bound us to the heirs of King 
William and Queen Mary. It therefore secures both an 
hereditary crown and an hereditary allegiance. On what 
ground, except the constitutional policy of forming an estab- 
lishment to secure that kind of succession which is to pre- 
clude a choice of the people for ever, could the legislature 
have fastidiously rejected the fair and abundant choice^hich 
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oor oountiy preeented to timn, and aetTched m ttnm^ lind* 
for a fomgn prmceB, from irboso Tomb the line of onr 
fttnre ruloB icere to donTO their title to gorem of 

men tbroi:^ a tenee of ages f 
The Pnnce* Sophia was mimed in the act of eettlc- 
ment of the 12th and IfttK of Kmg Waimm, for a $toci and 
root of twlmteace to oor tmga, and not for btt menu as a 
tcmporaiy admumtmtnx of a power, which aho might not, 
and m fact did not, heraalf erer eiermo She was adopted 
for one Toaaon, and for one onlj, bccarae, ai^ the art, ** the 
most excellent Princess Sophia, Sloctresi and Bacbew Dow> 
aeer of Hanorcr, u dnahter of the rocst axceUent PnncMS 
Hmheth, late C^een of Bohemia, dttvg\ter of our late 

.Kmg Jaioca fbo Firtty of Mpp^ memory, and u 
herel^ declared to bo the next in m the Protest- 

ant hue," io. La. , “ and the crown shall eontmuo to the 
ienrt of her body, betna Protestants, " This limitation was 
made hr parliament, that throonh the PnneeM Sophia on 
inhentaDle line not only was to be continued m future, bat 
(what they thought reir matona!) that tbroagh her it was 
to be oonnected with tbe old ato^ of inbentance m Kmg 
James the Pint , in order that tho monarchy might pn a erre 
an tmbroJeen tnuty through all ages, and might bo preaerred 
(with rifoty to oor rclipon) m the old approred mode hr 
descent, in which, if our hberhes hsd been onto endangereJ, 
they had often, through all storms and struggles of prerogtw 
tire and pnniege, been preserred. They did wclL Js'ocipen- 
ence has taught us, that m any other conrso or method than 
that of an ieredUary ereten our liberties enn be regularly pet- 

e ted and presmed sacred as our ItrtdUary nyfit An 
liar, conToltiTe moTcment may be necessary to throw 
off an irregular, conniWro disease. But tho course of fue- 
cession is too healthy habit of the British constitution. ‘^V'u 
it that tho legislatuTO wanted, at tho art for tho hmltaticm of 
the crown m tho Uanorenan line, drawn through the femsk 
descendants of James the hirst, a duo senso « the mcoti- 
TBiuences of bamg two or threw, or poesibly more, forffgners 
la anccMsvon to tlwj British throne I* No f— they hail a doe 
aenso of the cyiTj which might happen from such fomen 
rule, and mow th^n q due sense of them But a ckw dr- 
dttro proof cannot bo gircn of the full eoanrtwn of tho 
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Britisli nation, that the principles of the^Eevolution did not 
authorize them to elect kings at their pleasure, and ■without 
any attention to the ancient fundamental principles of our 
government, than their continuing to adopt a plan of here- 
ditary Protestant succession in tlie old line, "with all the 
dangers ai\d all the inconveniences of its being a foreign bne 
full before their eyes, and operating Tsuth the utmost force 
upon their minds. 

A fe-w years ago I should be ashamed to overload a matter, 
so capable of supporting itself, b}’^ the then unnecessary sup- 
port of any argument ; but this seditious, imconstitutional 
doctrine is now publicly taught, avowed, and printed. The 
dislike I feel to revolutions, the signals for which have so 
often been given from pulpits ; the spirit of change that is 
gone abroad ; the total contempt which prevails -with you, 
and may come to prevail •with us, of all ancient institutions, 
when set in opposition to a present sense of convenience, or 
to the bent ot a present inclination : all these considerations 
make it not imadvisable, in my opinion, to call back our at- 
tention to the true principles of our own domestic laws; 
that you, my Prench friend, should begin to Icnow, and that 
we should continue to cherish them.' We ought not, on 
either side of the water, to suffer ourselves to be imposed 
upon by the counterfeit wares which some persons, by a 
double fraud, export to you in illicit bottoms, as raw com- 
modities of British growth, though wholly aben to our soil, 
in order afterwards to smuggle them back again into this 
country, manufactured after the newest Baris fashion of an 
improved liberty. 

The people of England will not ape the fashions they have 
never tried, nor go back to those which they have found 
mischievous on trial. They look upon the legal hereditary 
succession of their crown as among their rights, not as among 
their "wrongs ; as a benefit, not as a grievance ; as a security 
for their liberty, not as a badge of servitude. They look 
on the frame of their commonwealth, sn-cJi as it stands, to be 
of inestimable value ; and they conceive the undisturbed 
succession of the crown to be a pledge of the stability and 
perpetuity of all the other members m our constitution. 

I shall beg leave,, before I go any further, to take notice 
of some paltry artifices, which the abettors of election, •’ 
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onlj larfol title to the enmii, ero mdr to etaploy, m onht 
to render tho tapwri of tbejnrt mrnaple* of oar coMtito- 

tion a tetk toroewhat mndion*. OTiee© sophHten mbstrtato 
a fictihooB CBUse, and fogoed pmonage*, m irbo«t fiironr 
they ffoppoM you engaged, irbeMrer you defend the itk 
hentohle nature of the crennL It u coiniaon mth to 
dapute aa if they ■wm m a conflict with aonte irf thoee ej. 
nloded fanatiea ctf alaTeiy, who formerlr maintained, what I 
believe no creature now maintaini, “ that the crown !• held 
by^dmneheredita^ and mdefeawble Tight.” — ^Thcaeold Cina- 
bes of singlo arbitrary power dogmatiied aj if hereditary 
royalty waa the only lawM goremineirt m the world, jutt u 
our new fiinabca <jt popular arhitrary power roamtain that a 
pormlar ekctiou ta the aole lawful aourco of aafbon^. The * 
oln prerogntiTe enthoaiaata, ft ta true, did apeculato t^Uahly,. 
and perhaps immoualy too, at if monarchy had morn of a 
dmno aanction toon any other mode of gOTemmeoti and aa 
if nnght to govern by inhentanco were m atnctncaa tndt^rtm- 
Ua m erety peraoo, who should be foond m the twxmon to 
a throne, and under ererr circumitanee, whxh no eiTil or 
polibcal Tight can be. ]^ut as abtord minkm conecmuig 
the fang’s bereditary nnbt to the erown ooee not ptr^odfee 
aoe that i» rabonal, ana bottomed unon solid nnndplra of 
law and polwy If all tbo absurd tneemea of lawyers and 
dinnci were to nbate the objecta m which thcr are coo- 
versant, we should have no law and no rcligioa left id the 
world. But an absurd theory on one ride of a (jtiestion 
forms no justification for alleging a false fact, or promulgating 
muchieroua maxims, ou tbo oth«r 

The aecoud of the BevolotMm Soefety fe " a right of 
cnahKTing their govetTwr* for mUtonduel Perhaps the 
apprehensions our anecstors entertamed of forming sari a 
precedent as that “of cashvmnc for misconduct,” was the 
erase that the dedaratioo of the act, which nnplted the 
abdication of King James, was, if it bad anv fault, rather too 
guarded and too arcumstantial* But all fhu guard, and 

« "That JCinjjJsttf* th* S«ood. ha^fajt fpdfatouttd 
cmttituikin of liokiajdoss by bmltln* t)w rmtr^ l*t» fra 

■ad r frf4« «^> TtbeadT¥MOf Jwa>ta.aadt>ibrTytftMpfT>no«.UraT/ 
TloUted^ Ua-*. sad Un»f w&Xdfm raf •f ^ 
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all tins accumulation of circumstances, serves to sliow the 
spirit of caution -wliicli predominated in the national councils 
in a situation in which men irritated hy oppression, and 
elevated hy a triumph over it, are apt to abandon themselves 
to violent and extreme courses : it shows the anxiety" of the 
great men who influenced the conduct of affairs at that great 
event to make the Eevolution a parent of settlement, and 
, not a nursery of future revolutions. 

Ho government could stand a moment, if it could he 
hlown down with an}'thing so loose and indefinite as an 
opinion of ‘‘misconduct” They who led at the Revolution 
grotmded the virtual abdication of King James upon no 
, such light and uncertain principle. They charged him with 
nothing less than a design, confirmed hy a multitude of illegal 
overt acts, to suhveH the JProtestant church and state, and 
their fundamental, tm questionable laws and liberties : they 
charged him with having broken the oidginal contract between 
king and people. This was more than miscondxict. A grave 
and overruling necessity obliged them to take the step they 
took, and took with infinite reluctance, as under that most ri- 
gorouBof all laws. Tlleir trust forthe future preservation of the 
constitution was not in future revolutions. The grand policy 
of all their regulations was to render it almost impracticable 
for any future sovereign to compel the states of the kingdom 
to have again recourse to those violent remedies. They left 
the crown what, in the eye and estimation of law, it had ever 
been, perfectly irresponsible. In order to lighten the crown 
still further, they aggravated responsibility on ministers of 
state. By the statute of the 1st of Eiing "Wilham, sess. 2nd, 
called “ the act for declaring the rights and liberties of the sub- 
ject, andfw settling the succession to the crown,” they enact- 
ed, that the ministers should serve the crown on the terms 
of that declaration. They secured soon after the frequent 
meetings of parliament, by which the whole government 
would be under the constant inspection and active control 
of the popular representative and of the magnates of the 
kingdom. In the next CTeat constitutional act, that of the 
12th and 13th of King William, for the further limitation of 
the crown, and better securing the rights and liberties of the 
subject, they provided,." that no pardon imder the great seal 
of England should 'be pleadable to an impeachment by the 
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OommoM m rarliammt" Ite rule laid doirn for gorem 
mmt m tlie fJeclamhcm of Bight, tbo constant mipccboo of 
jjoriiamcnt, the practical drum of impeachment, tbej thonght 
mflmtelr a better aeeunty not onlj for their con^tutitmal 
Hbcr^ out agmnrt the vkm of adminutrahon, thM the re- 
BomtKm of a right so difficult in the practice^ so nncertpm 
in the uene, and often ao nutchwrons m the consequencem, 
as that of ** caihicnng thmr goremors " 

Dr Pnie, m hu •emion,' condemns rery properly the 
practice of gross, adulatory additssci to kmgs, Instfad of 
tba folsomo stjl^ ho propotca that his Jlajes^ shcmld be 
told, on ooci t Bons of congratnlation, that * bo is to consider 
himself as mow properlj the serrant th^n the soremga of, 
his pemde." For a compliment, this neir fonn of address 
doea not seem to be T«ty soothing Thoeo who aio serrants 
m name, as well as m effect, do not like to be told of their 
artnation, their doty, and th^ obligations The ilare, m the 
oldplaj, tells bn master, ** iZre wpfimonj^m m jaan ex» 
pnicbo " It IS not pleasant as comnlhnest j it is n^ whole* 
some u mstwetwa After ell, n the king wm to bnng 
himjwlf to echo tba now kind of sddrm, to adopt it m 
terms, and «tcxi to take the appellation of Berrant of tfai 
Pooplo as bai rojal stylos bow either he or wo should bo 
mu^ mended by it, I cannot imaginc> I haw seen wrr 
assuming letters, signed. Tour most obedient, humble set- 
Tant. The pronoest dcnommatian that eret was endured on 
earth took a title of still greater bimulitr than that which b* 
now propoaed for so w rei gos by tho AposUo of Libertj 
Kings and nations were trampW upon oy tho foot of on© 
ffiUmg himself "the Berrant of BemnU,” end mandates 
for dcposmff sorereigus wore acaled with tho rgnet of ** the 
FtshermsTi. 

I should hare conridcred all this u no raoro than a sort 
of flippant, Tam dtseoursc, in which, as in an unsarouiy 
fume, teTcral persona suffer tho spmt of liberty to erapowte 
Jf it were not phunlr in support of the idea, snd a part of 
the scheme, of “ caibienng (cm^ for mtscooduct " in that 
light it IS worth some obsornitiom 

Kings, in one sense, are undoubtetDp the serrants of tJv? 
people, because their power has no other rational end thsa 
» r ?3-5i 
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tlint of tlio gcnoral ndvnnlngc; but it is not true tliat they 
nrc, in tbc ortliimn* senso, (by our coustilutioii nt least,) 
anything like scrvai\ts; the essence of whoso situation is to 
obey the connnands of some other, and to be removable nt 
pleasxire. But the king of Groat Britain obeys no other 
person ; all other persons are indindually, and collectively 
too, under him, and owe to hi»n a legal obedience. The law, 
which knows neither to flatter nor to insult, calls this higli 
magistrate, not our servant, ns this humble divine calls 
him, hut “ of/r ftovrrri^u Lord the hinrj and wo, on our 
parts, have learned to speak only the primitive language 
of the law, and not the confused jargon of their Babylonian 
. pulpits. 

As he is not to obey us, but ns we arc to obey tbc law in 
bim, our constitution lias made no sort of jirovision towards 
rendering bim, as a servant, in any degree; responsible. Our 
constitution knows nothing of a ningislralc like tbc Liixficia 
of Arragon ; nor of any court legally appointed, nor of any' 
process legally settled, for submitting tbc king to tlio respon- 
sibility belonging to all servants. In this be is not dis- 
tinguished from the Commons and the Lords; who, in their 
several public capacities, can never he called to an account 
for their conduct ; although the Bevolution Society chooses 
to assert, in direct opposition to one of the wisest and most 
beautiful parts of our constitution, that “ a king is no more 
than the first servant of the public, created by it, and re- 
sponsible to it.’' 

IB would onr ancestors at the Bcvolniion have deserved 
their fame for -wisdom, if they had found no security for 
their freedom, but in rendering their government feeble in 
its operations and precarious in its tenure ; if tliey had been 
able to contrive no better remody^ against arbitrary^ power 
than civil confusion. I/ct these gentlemen state who that 
represenfaUve pubbe is to whom they will afilrm the king, as 
a servant, to be responsible. It will bo tben time enough 
for me to produce to them tbc positive statute law which 
affirms that he is not. 

The ceremony of cashiering kings, of which these gentle- 
men talk so much at their ease, can rarely, if ever, he per- 
formed -without force. It then becomes a case of war, and 
not of constitution. Laws are commanded to hold their 
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toB£iio« mnongrt arai , and fnbunal* fafl to the Rroond 
■with the peace they are no longer able to npholi The Be- 
Tolahon of 1C33 wta obtained by a juit war, m the only caw 
in which any •wwr, and much more a ani war, can bo jojL 
** Jnata beDa qirfbna wrewna ” Ite goottion of dethronmc, 
or, if tbe« OTtlemen like the phraae better, “ caaben^ 
langi”willalwayibe, wit baa alwa\-a been, an extraordmary 

S eation of ataie, and wholly out of the law j a qoeation (like 
other aneebona of atmte) of dmjoaitlon^ and of meani, and 
ofprobobJeoonaequencw, rather tWi of poaitiTOnghla Aiit 
frai not made for common aboan, to it it not to be agitated 
by common mindt. The tpecalitiTe line of demarcatjoii, 
wnere obedience ought to end, and niajtttnce moat begin, ii 
&int, oboenre, and not euQy definable. It n not a aio^o act, 
or a single erent, which detenmnea lU Goremmontt matt 
be abm^ and deranged indeed, befoit it can bo tberaght of ; 
and the prospect of the future mart bo a* bad at tbo cipenenco 
ofthe^ttst "WTien thing* are in that lamentable condition, 
the natnre of the diseaae la to mdicate Iho remedy to th^ 
whom nature baa qruillficd to adunniftcr in extromittei thu 
critical, anbiguona, hitter potion to a distempered state 
Tunes, and occaswni, and prorocafiotw, will teach t?ictr own 
ienons. The wise will determine from the grantr of the 
case j the imtablo, from aenaibflity to opprcwion ; the high- 
minded, from dadiun and indirnalion at abnsiTD power m 
unworthy bonds, the briToandwld, from the lorn oihonour- 
able danger in o generous causo % but, with or without right, 
o rarolation will be the tcry last mouiro of the tbinkmg 
and the good 

The third head of n^t, asserted by the pulpit of tbo Old 
Je wr y, namely, the “ nght to form o goremment for our* 
aelrea,” hai,*ot leoit,aa little eountenaoce from anything 
done at tl>e Berdution, either in precedent or principle, as 
the two first of their cbdms. The Rerolatwti was made to 
prcsCTTc our aaticaf, mduputablc laws and libertic*, and that 
tueterU constitution of goteroment whicti is our only accur- 
ity for law and liberty If you arc desirous of knowing the 
spvnt ti whvtb. ygdaimnated 

m that great peri^ wbjch has secured it to this honr, prsr 
looV for both in our hutonct, m onr reeonU, m our «ts of 
parliament, and journals of paHament, and not in fhc acr* 
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mons of the Old Jewry, and the after-dinner toasts of the 
Eevolution Society. In the former you will find other 
ideas and another language. Such a claim is as ill-suited 
to our tem;per and wishes as it is unsupported by ^y ap- 
pearance of authority. • The very idea of the fabrication of a 
new government is enough to fill us with disgust and horror. 
AVe wished at the peidod of the Eevolution, and do now 
wish, to derive all we possess as am, inheritame from our fore- 
fathers. Upon that body and stock of inheritance we have 
taken care not to inoculate any scion alien to the nature of 
the original plant. All the reformations we have hitherto 
made have proceeded upon the principle of reverence to an- 
tiquity ; and I hope, nay I am persuaded, that all those 
wliich possibly may be made hereafter, will be carefully 
formed upon analogical precedent, authority, and example. 

Our oldest reformation is that of Magna Charts. You 
win see that Sir Edward Coke, that great oracle of our law, 
and indeed all the great men who follow him, to Blackstone,^ 
are industrious to prove the pedigree of our hberties. They 
endeavour to prove, that the ancient charter, the Magna 
Charta of Hiug John, was connected with another positive 
charter from Henry I., and that both the one and the other 
were nothing more than a re-afl&rmance of the still more 
ancient standing law of the kingdom. In the matter of fact, 
for the greater part, these authors appear to be in the right ; 
perhaps not always ; but if the lawyers mistake in some par- 
ticulars, it proves my position still the more strongly ; be- 
cause it demonstrates the powerful prepossession towards 
, antiquity, with which the minds of all our lawyers and legis- 
lators, and of all the people whom they wish to influence, 
have been always filled; and the stationary policy of this 
kingdom in considering their most sacred rights and fran- 
chises as an inheritance. 

In the famous law of the 3rd of Charles I., called the 
^Petition of Bight, the parliament says to the Mng, “ Your 
subjects have inhented this freedom,” claiming their fran- 
chises not on abstract principles “ as the rights of men,” but 
as the rights of Englishmen, and as a patrimony derived 
from 'their forefathers. Selden, and the other profoundly 
learned men, who drew this Petition of Bight, were as well 
' See Blackstone’s Magna Cliarta, printed at Oxford, 1759. 
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legoflinted, at leort, all the goncnj tbeone* eoiweroing 
the “ nght» of men,” u anj of the di*cmir*ew in oar polpit*, 
or on yotrr tribraie , full u ireU m Dr Fnco, or ta the Abb6 
Biej-et Bnt, for reawn* Trortbj of that pTUctual medom 
which snpenseded thenr thcorotio •aencc, thor preferred tbs 
poaibre, recordei kertditsry title to nil which c*n bo d«r 
to the man and tne crtiten, to that vague apccolatiro nghb 
•B-bich exposed then* enro nibentaneo to ^ fcromblcd for ana 
tom to pieces ere/y mid, htigionx apint 

The same policy pwmdca all tfio laws which haro since 
been made for the presemition of oar libertiea. In tbo Irt 
of ‘William and Maty, m tbo fimrona ufatute, ctJW the 
Dednrobon of Eight, tbo two IToojct utter not a syllable of 
“ a nebt to frame a goremment for tbemsdrea.” Tou will 
see. that thcir whole care was to tecnro the Tcligion^ laws, 
and liberties, that had been long possessed, and had been 
lately endangered. “ Taking * into tbew most senou* con* 
nderotion tho best means for making such an estabbshment, 
that ihoir rnligion, laws, and liberties night not bo m dan* 
ger of being agam snbrertod," they atumjcaJe all their pro* 
ceedings, br stating as some of those btti meons, ” u tho ’ 
JinipiM” to do “ astbeirsaecstofs is hit emft iim unallf 
dono for nndicating tholr nghts and IFbertre*, to 

elere, ” — and then they p«y the i^g and queen, ** that it 
mar bo 3e^arf6 and enacted, that all amd tiMfalar tbo rights 
ana liberties attrrfrd and d^atrd, are tho tmo anaent and 
indnbitable nghti and bberttes of the people of this king- 
dom ” 

You wili observe, that from JVIamia Charta to tho DccUrv 
tion of Right, it has been tbo nniwrm pohey of oar eomtitu- 
tion to claim and assert our liberties, as an rntaiM tnimfeM 
derived to ns from our forclatbcrs and to bo transmitted 
to our postentr, as on estate speciallr belonging to the 
people of this kingdom, without nnv rolerenco wbaterer to 
any other more general or pnor ngbt By this means oor 
constitution preservet a unity m so great a diTt*r»rty of 
its parts Avo have an inbentaWe crown, jm inbiritsble 
peerage, and a House of Commons and a people Inbenting 
pnrilegw, franchises, and libertict, from a long boe of an 
cestors. 


' 1 w tal M. 
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This policy appears to me to he the result of profound re- 
flection; or rather the happy effect of following nature, 
which is wisdom without reflection, and above it. A spirit 
of innovation is generally the result of a selfish temper, and 
confined views. People will not look forward to posterity, 
who never look backward to their ancestors. Besides, the 
people of England well know, that the idea of inheritance 
furnishes a sure principle of conservation, and a sure prin- 
ciple of transmission ; without at aU excludiug a princi^e of 
improvement. It leaves acquisition free ; but it secures what 
it acquires. "Whatever advantages are obtained by a state 
j^roceeding on these maxims, are locked last as in a sort of 
lamily settlement ; grasped as in a kind of mortmain for ever. 
By a constitutional policy, working after the pattern of nature, 
we receive, we hol^ we transmit our government and our 
privileges, in the same manner in which we enjoy and trans- 
mit our property and our lives. . The institutions of policy, 
the goods of fortune, the gifts of providence, are handed down 
to us, and from us, in the same course and order. Our 
political system is placed in a just correspondence and sym- 
metry with the order of the world, and with the mode of ex- 
istence decreed to a permanent body composed of transitory 
parts ; whereiu, by the disposition of a stupendous wisdom, 
moulding together the great mysterious incorporation of the 
human race, the whole, at one time, is never old, or middle- 
aged, or young, but, in a condition of unchangeable constancy, 
moves on through the varied tenor of perpetual decay, fall, 
renovation, and progression. Thus, by preserving the method 
of nature in the conduct of the state, in what we improve, we 
are never wholly new ; in what we retain, we are never wholly 
obsolete. By adhering in this manner and on those principles 
to our forefathers, we are guided not by the superstition of 
antiquarians, but by the spirit of philosophic analogy. In 
this choice of inheritance we have given to our frame of 
polity the image of a relation in blood ; binding up the con- 
stitution of our country with our dearest domestic ties; 
adopting our fundamental laws into the bosom of our family 
affections ; keeping inseparable, and cherishing with the 
warmth of all their combined and mutually reflected chari- 
ties, our state, our hearths, our sepulchres, and our altars. 

Through the same plan of a conformity to nature in our 
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arhflcul mBbtufaQiu, and by calling mtbe aidof hcruhcmng 
and porerful instmcti, to fortify tbe fliUible a^ feeble coo- 
tnrancea of onr maon, wb bato denrod torcral other, and 
tboee no amiin bcneflti, from eotindcnng onr libcrtiea in tbe 
light of an inbentanco Alwaj* acting oa if m the preeeneo 
of ctmonieed foreiatborB, the apmt of freedom, leading m it* 
aelf to mitnalo and oiceea, u tempeied with an awfol granty 
This idea of a Kbernl deaeent inapirea na with a aenao of 
habitual natire di^^, which prerenta that upstart inao- 
lenco almost inentabfy adhering to and dugraemg those 
who are tbe flrit acquirera of any distinction. By this 
means oirr liberty bewtnea a noble freedom It camca an 
impomng and majestic aspect. It has o pedigree and iUos* 
trnting anceatora. It hai its beannga and its ensigns armonah 
It has its gallery of portrtuta j ita monumental inscnptions ( 
its records^ endences, and titles “We procure rorcrenee to 
our ciTil uuftituticma on tbo pnncjplo upon which nature 
tenches ua to rerero indindual men , ou account of tbcir age, 
and ou account of thoee from whom they are deace nded. All 
your eophktcn cannot preduco anything better adapted to 
presorre a ntbonal and manly freedom than tbo course that 
wo hare parsued, who hare chosen our nature rather than 
our speculationa, our breasts rather than our imcutiona, for 
the great conicmtones and magaunca of our rights and 
pnrueges. 

You might, If you pleased, bare profited of our example*, 
and hare mren to your re cor e red Irecdom a correspoBd^t 
dignity 1 our pnnieget, though discontinued, were not lost 
to memory Tour constitutKui, it is true, whilst you were 
out of possession, auflered wasto and dilaptdaticrn \ but yon 
posecaaod m some parts the walls,and, mall, tbo foundations, 
of a noble and rcoerable castle You mi^t hare rrpaiml 
thoao walls i you might hare built on those old foundations. 
Tour constitution was suspended before it was perfected; 
but you had the elements of a constitution rcry nearly as 
good as could bo wished- In your old states you po' e e > »e d 
that rancty of parts eorrospcmdmg with the Tanoui desenp 
tioiM of wtueb yonr communltT waa happily compo^ j jot 
had all that combination, and all that oppoiif {on of intere-f* 
TOO bad that action and counteraction, which, m tbe natural 
and in tho pobtical world, from tbo reeiprwad struggle of 
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di'oordrmt pnwor,-?. draws out (ho lu'.nuouv <>{' llu' xinivorso. 
T!u'‘'C op]>o<t'd luul onnilirtiu?! wbirh yo\i (’(msidor- 

oil n'5 so Croat n Mt'ini-*li in y«un' old and in our prosont ron- 
stUntion. jidorposo a salutary clu'ok to all })rooi))itut!'rosohi- 
tions. Tlioy rondor doliboratioii a mat lor not of ohoioo. but 
of noorssity; tboy malco all ohnnc*' a subjoot of cmujironiisr, 
which natnnilly lu'cot'^ juodcmlion*. they produce U'>npi''ra~ 
pr»'vontinc tlu' sor<' o\il of har.-h, crude, vnujunlificd 
reforiuations ; and rondoriut: all the headlong oxcrlions of 
arbitrary power, in the few or in the tunny, lor c-vor im- 
])mctieal'le. Tlirouch that divor.-'ity of members and interest h, 
C'.'iteral liberty had ns many seetirities ns there wen* separate 
views iti tlu' several onlers : whilst hy jiressino down (he 
whole hy the weicht of n real monnrehy, tht* separate ])arts 
wonld have been prevented from wnrpinc. tmd startin" from 
their allotted plnees. 

Yon hail .all tliese ndvantneos in your nneieitf states; hiit 
yoti chore to aol us if yon had never hecn monhled into eivil 
society, and had everythin;; to becin anew. Yon be;;nn ill, 
becatt^e yott bec:ni by desj)i'«ini; everylbiiti; that beloncod to 
you. Yon set up your twide without a capital. Jf the last 
goncratious of your country appeared without mueli bistre in 
your eyes. ynu*mii;bt have pa'-sedthem by, and derived your 
claims from n more early race of ancestors. Uiidim a pious 
predilection for those anoestor.s, your imaginations would 
have realized in them a standard of virtue and wisdom, 
beyond the vulgar practice of (In* bonr; ond you would have 
inson with the exnaiple to who.se imitation you aspired: 
licspecting your forefathers, yon wonld have been taught to 
respect your.ielvos. You would not have chosen to consider 
the Frcncli as a people of vcsterd.ny, ns a nation of low-born 
servile avretebes until the cnuincipating year of 1789. In 
order to furnish, nt the expense of your honour, nn excuse to 
your apologists here for scvcml enormities of yours, you 
would not have been content to bo rcpre.scntetl ns a gang of 
jMarooii slavc.s, suddenly broke loose from the bouse of 
bondage, and therefore to be pardoned for your abuse of ibo 
libertj' to which you were not accustomed, and ill fitted. 
AVould it not, my worthy friend, have been iviscrto have you 
thought, what I, ibr one,"alway3 thought you, a generous and 
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gtHant nation, lone muled to your diradnmtage by tout ti^ 
and romanho •ennmenti of fidebty, honour, and loyalty, 
that crentB had been xmlaToarable to yrm, but that you Tcero 
not enilaTcd through any tUibcTnl or Berril© dapontkin , 
that m your moat derotod tubmiaeion, you nure actuated by 
a principle of pubbe apint, ondthat it araa your country you 
■WTjrihnT>ed,mtho perton of your long f Hod you mado it to 
be nudei^ood, that m the deltmon of thn amahle er ror you 
had gone furtha? than your inie anceatora ; that you ttcto 
reaolred to reaumo your anaont pnrflcgea, KchiUt you pre- 
aerred the apint of your anacirt and your recent loyalty and 
honour, or diffident of joonelTta, and not dearly dia- 
cemmg the almoat obliterated comtitution of your anccatonu 
you hjui looked to your neighbour* in thU land, who had 
aopt aliTO tbo anaent prmdplei and modcU of the old com- 
mon laar of Europe mebomted and adapted to its present 
state— by followiag wise axamnles you would bare ginm new 
example* of wuijm to tbo worti You would hare rendered 
the cauao of Hbcrty reoerahle m the eye* of oreir worthy 
mind in otctt nation. Tou would han> thaji>cd m'spotura 
from the eorto, hr ahowing that freedom wa* not only rccon- 
eilable, but, a* wLeu vuU disopbned it u, annbary to law 
Tou would haro bad an onc^rmite but aproductirc rerrone. 
Tou would bar© had a flounahing commerce to feed It Tou 
would baxo had a free eonatitution , a potent monarchy j a 
disciplined army , a reformed and Tcncrated clergy ; a 
mibmtcd but spirited noblUty, to lead your nrtor, not to 
-OTCTlay it , you would hare had a bbcral order of common^ 
to emulate and to recruit that nobility , you would have baa 
a protected, satttfied, Inbonous, and obedient people taught 
to seek and to rc«¥;mso tbo happiness that is to bo found by 
virtue in all eouditkms} m «Dicb eounsts the true moral 
equably of maukiniand not m that monstrous fiction, which, 
by Inipinng false ideoa and vnin expectations into tnen 
destined to travel in the obscure walk of labonons life, scttcs 
only to aggravate and embitter that nabincqualitv mhich it 
ncTcr can Tctnore , and wbicU the order of civil bfe estate 
lishci M much for the benefit of those whom it most leare 
la an hnmblo state, as tboto whom jt is able to exalt to a 
conditwu more splendid, but not more happy You had a 
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smootli and easy career of felicity and glory laid open to you, 
beyond anything recorded in the history of the world ; but 
you have shorna that difficulty is good for man. 

Compute your gains : see what is got by those extravagant 
and presumptuous speculations which have taught your 
leadei's to despise all their predecessors, and all their con- 
temporaries, and even to despise themselves, until the moment 
in which they became truly despicable. By following those 
false bghts, Brance has bought imdisguised calamities at a 
higher price than any nation has purchased the most ime- 
quivocal blessings ! Brance has bought poverty by crime ! 
Brance has not sacrificed her virtue to her interest, but she 
has abandoned her interest, that she might prostitute her 
virtue. All other nations have begun the fabric of a new 
government, or the reformation of an ^old, by establishing ' 
originally, or by enforcing wth gi-eater exactness, some rites 
or other of religion. All other people have laid the found- 
ations of civil freedom in severer -manners, and a system of a 
more austere and masculine morality. Brance, when she'let 
loose the reins of regal authority, doubled the hcence of a 
ferocious dissoluteness in manners, and of an insolent hre- 
ligion in opinions and practices; and has extended through 
ah ranks of life, as if she were communicatiug some privilege, 
or lajdng open some secluded benefit, all the unhappy cor- 
ruptions that usually were the disease of wealth ancl power. 
This is one of the new principles of equality in Brance. 

Brance, by the' perfidy of her leaders, has utterly disgraced 
the tone of lenient council in the cabiuets of princes, and 
disarmed it of its most potent topics. She has sanctified 
.the dark, suspicious maxims of tyrannous distrust; and 
taught kings to tremble at tyhat will hereafter be called) 
the delusive plausibilities of moral politicians. Sovereigns 
vrill consider those, who advise them to place an unlimited 
confidence in their people, as subverters of their thrones ; as 
traitors who aim at their destruction, by leading their easy 
good-nature, under specious pretences, to admit combinations 
of bold and faithless men into a participation of their power. 
This alone (if there were nothing else) is an irreparable 
calamity to you and to 'mankind. Eemember that your 
parliament of Paris told your king, that, in calling the states 
together, he had nothing to fear but the prodigal excess of 
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thttr imI m prondmg for the fnpport of the throne It t* 
right th*t tKe» men thould hide their hcndi. It u nght 
that thejf shoold bcnr their part m tho rum irhich tbcir 
counsel has hronght on then- •ommrn and tbeir eoantTy 
Such aangmne dedaration* tmid to luU authontv asleep, to 
enca»rti« it rashlj to eagago m perilous adrenturcB of un- 
tried poucy } to neglect thew pronsions, prcporatioru. and 
precautijjns, which distmguiah benercJenco from imbocihtyt 
and without which no man can anneer for tho salutoty effect 
of any abstmet plan of gorcnuiKint or of freedotru For want 
of three, they haTe seen the medione of the state corrupted 
mto its poison. They haro seen the French rebel a^mt a 
mild and lawful laonareb, with more fury, outra^ and in- 
sult, than erer any people haa been known to nso against 
the most illegal usurper, or the most tangninary tyrant. 
Their reautonce wni made to codccmiod , their reroft was 
from protection, tbeir blow was aimed at s band bolding 
ontgracea, faroura, and unmunitiea. 

Toa was unnatuniL The rest is in onlet They hare 
found their pnnuhmcut m tboireneccss Iaws m-ertorned , 
tribunals fUDTcrted { industry without ngour, cmumereoei* 
ptnne, the rerunue unpaid, yet the people impoTcnshrd , a 
church pillaged, and a state not rcltered, nnl and mOitary 
anarchy the constitution of tho kingdom, ercrything 
human and dinno saendeed to the idol of public credit, and 
national bankruptcy tho conscijocnco , and, to crown all, the 
paper socuntles of new, preeonona, tottrnng ptywer, tho dts- 
CT^ted paper accuntica of imporensbed fraud and beggar- 
ed rapme, held out as a curreney for the support of an em- 
pire, m lieu of the two great recognised species that rrprrscnt 
tho lasting, conTcntional credit of numkind, which disappear- 
ed and hid thcmschcs m the earth from wbeuco they came, 
when tho principle of properly, whoso creature* antf repnv 
wntatiTc* they are, wa^ svstcmaticalW rubrerted. 

AVere dH these dreadful thmgs necessary f A\ ere they the 
ineritable results of tho desperate struMlo of dctenained 
patriot*, compelled to wade through blood and tumult, to the 
quiet ihoTO of a tranquil and pnaperou* liberty F >*o I no- 
thing lie it The nrfh nuns of 1 ranee, which shock onr 
feeliut:* wbcrcrer we can tom oar rye*, are not the devasta- 
tion of ciril war . they arothesad but uutrudiTemouuaienti 
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of raslx and ignorant counsel in time of profound peace. 
They are the display of inconsiderate and presumptuous, be- 
cause -unresisted and iiTcsistible, authority. The persons xvho 
have thus sq^uandered away the precious treasure of tlieir 
crimes, the persons who have made this prodigal and wild 
waste'of public evils, (the last stake reserved for the ultimate 
ransom of the state,) have met in their progress with little, 
or r'S.ther with no opposition at all. Their whole march was 
more like a -triumphal procession, than the progress of a war. 
Their pioneers have gone before them, and demolished and 
laid everything level at their feet, l^ot one drop of their 
blood have they shed in the cause of the , country they have 
ruined. They have made no sacrifiees to their projects of 
greater consequence than their shoe-buckles, whilst they 
were imprisoning their king, murdering their fellow-citizens, 
and bathmg in tears, and plunging in poverty and distress, 
thousands of worthy men and worthy families. Their cruelty 
has not even been the base result of fear. It has been the 
effect of their sense of perfect safety, in authorizing ti'easons, 
robberies, rapes, assassinations, slaughters, and burnings, 
throughout their harassed land. But the cause of all_ was 
plain from the beginning. 

This unforced choice, this fond election of evil, would ap- 
pear perfectly unaccountable, if we did not consider the com- 
position of the National Assembly : I do not mean its 
formal constitution, which, as it now stands, is exceptionable 
enough, but the materials of which, in a great measure, it 
is composed, which is cf ten thousand times greater conse- 
quence than all the formali-ties in the world. If we ivere 
to know nothing of this assembly but by its -title and func- 
tion, no colours could paint to the imagination anything 
more venerable. In that light the mind of an inquirer, sub- 
dued by such an awful image as that of the virtue and wis- 
dom ot a whole people collected into a focus, would pause 
and hesitate in condemning things even of the very worst 
aspect. Instead of blameable, they would appear only mys- 
terious. But no name, no power, no function, no artificial 
institution whatsoever, can make the men of whom any sys- 
tem of authority is' composed, any other than God, and na- 
ture, and education, and their habits of life have made them. 
Capacities beyond these the people have not to give. Virtue 
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the compositioii' they mnst be mtechiercmi if they propda* 
derate » ai TirtiULllj to become tho whole Their Tcry 
cellence in their peculmr fonctiona may bo Ctr from a qoalifi* 
cation for other*. It cannot escape obserrabon, that when 
men are too much confined to profctsional and facnltr habiti, 
end as it were inveterate m the recurrent otnployment of 
that narrow circle, they aro rather disabled than qi^fied for 
whaterer depends on the knowled^ of mankind, on eipen- 
enoe in mixed afiairs, on a comprehensive, connected new of 
the ranous, eompheated, external and internal interests 
which go to tho formation of that mnltilanoaa thing 
a state. 

After all, if the Houso of Commons wero to have a whoUr 
pToCfwional and focolty composition, what is tho power of 
the House of Commons, erreumsenbed and shut in by tho 
immoveable bamcr* of laws, usages, po s i ti vo roles of doctnne 
and practice, counterpoised by the House of Ijords, and orcry 
moment of its enstcnco at the discretion of the crown to 
continue, proroCTe, or dtssolni os f Tho power of tho House 
of Commons, d&cct or mdircct, n indcM great , and loag 
may it bo able to preserre Us greatnesa, and the snint bc< 
longing to trao greatness, at tM fnU , and it will do so, at 
long as it can keep tho breakers of kw in India from U> 
coming tbo makers of law for England- Tb© powiT, how* 
over, of tho Honsc of Commons, when least diiniDuhcd, Is 
as o drop of water in tbo ocean, eotopopod to that residing 
m a settled majonty of yocr XatioDal Assembly That as- 
sembly, since tbo Jcitruction of tbo orders, has no funda- 
mental law, no stnet eonrcntion, no respected usage to re- 
strain it Instead of finding tbemsclres ohbged to cemfonn 
to a fixed constitution, they have a power to make a constito- 
tion which conform to tbdrdwigni Nothing in bca- 
vtn or npon earth can aerro as a control on them "WTiat 
ought to bo the heads, tho hearts, the di5p«itkm% that are 
qualified, or that dare, not oolv to maJto laws nndrr a fired 
constitution, but at one heat to atnke out a totally new eou- 
stitution for a great kingdom, and m erm part of it. from 
the monarch on tbo throne to tho rrstry oi a nanib? Hut— 
nti I* tehnr eB^Jt ftar to tna3 " In such a state 
of unbounded power for undefined and undcfinable purposcf, 
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tlie evil of a moral and almost physical inaptitude of the man 
to the function must he the greatest we can conceive to 
happen in the management of human affairs. . 

Having considered the composition of the thii'd estate as 
it stood in its original frame, I took a view of the represent- 
atives of the clergy. There too it appeared, that full as 
little regard was had to the general security of property, or 
to the aptitude of the deputies for their public purposes, in 
the principles of their election. That election was so con- 
trived, as to send a very large proportion of mere country 
curates to the great and arduous work of new-modelling a 
state ; men who never had seen the state so much as in a 
picture ; men who knew nothing of the world beyond the 
hounds of an obscure Adllage ; who, immersed in hopeless' 
poverty, could regard all property, whether secular or eccle- 
siastical, with no other eye than that of envy ; among Avhom 
must he many who, for the smallest hope of the meanest 
dividend iu plunder, would readily join in any attempts upon 
a body of wealth, in which they could hardly look to have 
any share, except in a general scramble. Instead of balancing 
the power of the active chicaners in the other assembly, 
these curates must necessarily become the active coadjutors, 
or at best the passive instruments, of those by whom they 
had been habitually guided in their petty village concerns. 
They too could hardly be the most conscientious of their 
kind, who presuming upon their incompetent understanding, 
could 'intrigue for a trust which led them from their natur^ 
relation to their flocks, and their natural spheres of action, to 
undertake the regeneration of kingdoms. This preponder- 
ating weight, being added to the force of the body of chicane 
in the Tiers JStat, completed that momentum of ignorance, 
rashness, presumption, and lust of plunder, which nothing 
has been able to resist. 

To observing men it must have appeared from the begin- 
ning, that the majority of the Third Estate, in conjunction 
with such a deputation from the clergy as I have described, 
whilst it pursued the destruction of the nobility, would in- 
evitably become subservient to the worst designs of indi- 
viduals in that class. In the spoil and humiliation of their 
own order these individuals would possess a sure fund for 
the pay of their new followers. To squander away the 
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olgect* which nude the hajipmeei of their feDowB, woold be 
to them DO Bocnfice «t »11 Tni^ralent, diacontented men of 
qnah^, m proporbon os they are puffed np with perKmal 
^dfiindaiTogiaicejgenerilljdfispieotheiroirn order Od© 
of the flrrt apnptoma tb^ diaccrrer of a »elfi*h and mi*- 
chievooi amhiboD, u a profligate ducregard of a digintj 


iriiich they portaia with otbem To be ottadied to the reh- 
neon, to lore the little platoon we belong to m aociety, 


dmeon, t ^ 

u the first prmapifi (the gem »* li were) of p"nbboaffectionB.' 
It IB tho first lintm the Bcnea by which we proceed toward* 
a lore to our countiy, and to mankind. The mtereot of that 
portion of eoGtal arrangement i* a trn*t m the hand* of all 
iho*8 who compoto it , and a* none but bad men wonld 
joitily it ID obnoe, none bnt traitors would hortor it away for 
their own peraonol adnmtagr 

There were m the time of onr mnl trcrahlefl m England, 
(I do not know whether you ham any such m your owemhlr 
m Jrtnee,) •ereral peraon*, lika the then BoH of Holland, 
who by thesuelre* or their familica had brought es odnun 
os the throne, by the prodigal di*peiL*atioii oi it* bosnbea 
tonnudB them, who afterworojoined m the Tebellioss ansog 
fixmi the duMntent* of which they wenro thetnaeln?* tbo 
esnee j men who helped toaubtert that thronato whidi they 
owed, aome of them, thotr eurteaice, otbeow all thot power 
which they employ^ to rum their bcnclactor If any 
bonndi are act to the rapaaou* doxoands of that eort of 
people, or that other* ore permitted to partake in the objects 
they would engrosa, rerange and enry *0011011 np tbo cu viD g 
Toid that u 1^ m their aranc©. Confounded by tho com 
plication of distoinpanHl pa*aum*, their rtaaon ib disturbed, 
tbdr Tiowi become Ta*t and perpleied, to other* inei» 
plicablo, to them»elTe* uncertain. They find, on aUstdco, 
bound* to thair capnnaplad ambition in any fixed order of 
t^gi. Bat in the fog and haxo of confuaian all i* enlarged, 
and appeoTB without any lumt. 

'Wnm men of rank aacnfice all idea* of dignity to an 
ombition without a duhnet object, and work with low in*tru- 
m eri t* and for low coda, tbo wbofe oompofition become* low 
and baae. Doc* not toiucthiDg Lko this now appear io 
France? Doe* it not prtiduco aomothing ignoble and in 
glonou* ? a kmd of meanneM m all tbo proTalent policy ? a 



nrA'OTirTiox lx riiA2ror. 


321 


tendency in nil Hint is done (o lower along wth indi\'idunls 
nil the dignity nnd iniportnuco of the stale ? Otlior revolu- 
tions have been conducted by persons, ^Ybo, wliilst thej'' 
attempted or ntTected changes in the commonwcaltb, sancti- 
fied their ambition by advancing the dignity of the people 
whose peace tlicy troubled. They bad long views. They 
aimed at the rule, not at the destruction, of their countr3\ 
The}' were men of great civil and gre.nt military t.alcnts, and 
if the terror, the ornament of their age. I'hcy were not 
like .Tew brokers, contending with each other who could best 
remedy with fraudulent circulation nnd depreciated paper the 
VTctcbedness and ruin brought on their country by their 
degenerate coiuicils. The compliment made to ona of the 
great bad men of the old stamp (Cromwell) by bis kinsman, 
a favourite poet of that time, shows what it was he proposed, 
and what indeed to a great degree be accomplished, m the 
success of bis ambition ; 

“ Still ns you rise, tlic sMe exalted loo, 

I'iiids no duslcnipcr whilst ’tis ch.nngcd by yon ; 

Chnnpcd like the world’s grent scene, when without noise 

. The rising sun night’s vutyar liglits destroys.” 

Tlicse disturbers were not so much like men usurping 
power, as asserting their natural place in society. Their 
rising was to illuminate and bc.autify the world. Their con- 
quest over their competitors was by outshining them. The 
band that, like a destroying angel, smote the country, com- 
municated to it the force nnd energy under which it suflered. 
I do not say, (God forbid.) I do not say, that the virtues of 
such men were to be taken as a balance "to their crimes : but 
they, were some corrective to their eflects. Such was, as I 
said, our Cromwell. Such were your whole race of Guises, 
Condes, and Coliguis. Such the Bichclicus, who in more 
quiet times acted in the spirit of a ciinl war. Such, ns better 
men, and in a less dubious cause, were your Henry the 
Tourtb and your Sully, though nursed in civil confusions, 
and not wholly without some of their taint. It is a thing 
to be wondered at, to see bow very soon Prance, when she 
bad a moment to respire, recovered and emerged from the 
longest and most dreadful civil war that ever was loiown in 
any nation. "WTiy ? Because among all their massacres, they 

VOL. II. y 
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had not iLun the mnd in their country A conaaoni di^ 
mtr, a noble pnde, a generous sense of glory and emulation, 
■STM not extiogmihed. On the eontrary, it Tras Vintflftfl and 
inflamed- The organa also of the state, hoTrerer ahnttered, 
existed. All the pnies of honour and tirtne, all the reirardi, 
all the diatmctions remained. Bat your present oonfution, 
like a palsy, has attacked the foantam of life itself Etery 
peiBOn in your country, m a sitonticm to be actuated by a 
pnncaplo of honour, is dngraced and degraded, and con eu- 
tertam no sensation of life, except m a mortifiod and hnnn- 
haled indignation. But this ttcneraticFn will qowklr pass 
awar The next generxiaon of the nohihty will resemble tho 
artincera and clowns, and money-jobber*, •osurera, and Jews, 

' who irill be always their fellowB, sometime* thw mssters. 
Behere me, Sir, those who attempt to IotbI, never ei^nshse 
In all societiee, consisting of xanoos descriptions of athens, 
some dewnpticm must be uppermost. The lereHera there- 
fore only change and pervert the natural order of thuiM} 
they load the edifloo ot society, by setting up in the air what 
the sohdj^ of the structure regunes to be oo tbe ground 
The assodatKFn of taalors and carpenter*, of which tbo re* 
pubho (of Fans, for instanoo) u eompoeed, cannot be equal 
to the situation, into which, oy the ■wont of usurpatiotii, an 
usorpatiou on the prerogatives of nature, you attempt to 
force them. 

Tho Chancellor of Franco at tho opening of tho states, 
said, m a tone of oratorical flounth. that all occupationi 
■were hononmhle. If he meant only, tost no honest cmploT- 
ment waa doffraceful, be would not have gone beytma tbo 
troth But in assertmg that anything is honourahlc, wo 
imply some distinction m its Citoct Tho occupation of 
n baur'^rester, or of a working tallow-chandlor, cannot bo a 
matter of honour to sur person — to say nothing of a num- 
ber of other more semie employments. Such dcscnption* 
of men ought not to lufler opprcMiDU from tho itato; bat 
tho state suflers oppressicm, if such as they, either indirb 
dually or coUcctiTcly, are pemntted to rule. In tha you 
think you are combating prejudice, but you aro at war with 
nature.^ 

> dap- snrfflL Tm« 2 1, ** Tt« sWam of » 

Twjn coia ei h by opportnaity of tdiuis uid be Uat hath UUl* bownew 
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I do not, my dear Sir, conceive you to be of that sophis- 
tical, captious spirit, or of that uncandid dulness, as to re- 
quire, for every general dbservation or sentiment, an explicit 
detail of the correctives and exceptions, which reason will 
presume to be included in all the general propositions which 
come from reasonable men. Ton do not imagine, that I wish 
to confine power, authority, and distinction to blood, and 
names, and titles. No, Sir. There is no qualification for 
government but idrtue and ivisdom, actual or presumptive. 
"Wherever they are actually found, they have, in whatever 
state, condition, profession, or trade, the passport of Heaven 
to human place and honour. Woe to the country which 
would madly and impiously reject the service of the talents 
and virtues, civil, military, or religious, that are given to 
grace and to serve it ; and would condemn to obscurity every- 
thing formed to diffuse lustre and glory around a state ! Woe 
to that country too, that, passing into tlie opposite extreme, 
considers a low education, a mean contracted view of things, 
a sordid, mercenary occupation, as a preferable title to com- 
■ mand ! Everything ought to be open ; but not indifferently 
to every man. No rotation; no appointment by lot; no 
mode of election operating in the spirit of sortition, or rota- 
tion, can be generally good in a government conversant in 
extensive objects. Because they have no tendency, direct or 
indirect, to select the man with a view to the duty, or to ac- 
commodate the one to the other. I do not hesitate to say, 
that the road to eminence and power, from obscure condition, 
ought not to be made too easy, nor a thing too much of 
course. If rare merit be the rarest of all rare things, it 
ought to pass through some sort of probation. The temple 

stall become wise .” — “ How can he get -wisdom that holdeth the plough, 
and that glorieth in the goad ; that driveth oxen ; and is occupied in their 
labours ; and whose talk is of hullocks ? ” 

Ver. 27. “ So every carpenter and work-master that labonreth night 
and day,” &c. 

Ver. “ They shall not he sought for in public counsel, nor sit high 
in the congregation ; they shall not sit on the judge’s seal, nor understand 
the sentence of judgment ; they cannot declare justice and judgment, and 
tliey shall not be found where parables are spoken.” 

Ver. 34. “ But they will maintain the state of the world.” 

I do not determine whether this book be canonical, as the Gallican 
church (till latelj') has considered it, or apocryphal, as here it is taken. I 
am sure it contains a great deal of sense and truth. 

Y 2 . 
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of honoTir otiAt to be leated on an ennnence. If it be 
opened throti{ra Tirtue, let it be remembered too, tlut Tirtue 
iM nerer tncd md by eome difficulty and »onie rtrogrle. 

Nothing a a doe and adegnato repreaentabon « » atate, 
that dooe not rcpreaent it* abUity, as irell a* ita property 
Bat *8 ability i* a TigorooB and actire pTinaplo, and ai pro- 
perty u iloggah, iDOTt, and timid, it never can be tafo fr^ 
the inTamona of ability, nnle»a it be, out of oU proportion, 
predominant m the represantatioEu It must be rep r e sen ted 
too m greet masse* of^accumulabon, or it i* not ngbtly pro- 
tected The dianurtenitio essence of prop ert r, formed out 
of the combined prmaplae of it* acqmmtion tma con*erT»tioii, 
IS to be mugnaL The great nusaes therefore eiate 

euTT, and tempt rtpacrty, must be put out of the pcwaibility 
of danger Then they form a natural wmpert about the 
leaser propertiea m oil their gradabon*. The aome guanbty 
of proper^, vrhich is by tbe natural coune of thing* dinded 
among many, bxia not the same operabon. If* defeimve 
pcTver if veakened as it i* diffoaea In thtt difTonon cech 
nuzi'sporhonislesB than That, m the ea^;erDeis of hi* de&re*, 
he may flatter himself to obtam by diampatmg tbeaccumols- 
taoM of others The plondet of the few wc^d indeed give 
but a ibaro mconeeirably rmall m tb© diatHbubon to the 
many But the many are not capable of makmg tha calcu- 
lation , and thooe who lead them to npmo norer lutond this 
dutribiition • 

The power of perpetuating our proper^ in our finnfliea ii 
one of the most Tiluable and mtercsbng circumatancet be- 
longing to it, and that which temda the most to the peroctua- 
tion of •ocicty it»elt. It make* our wcaknea* ■obeemrat to 
our Tirtue, it graft* beneTolence even upon aranoo. Tbo 
poa*6BSora of ianuly wealth, and of the diatmetian which at- 
tends bereditnry potsemon, (a* moet concerned m it,) tuo 
the natural securities tor this tranamiseion IVith us the 
House of Peer* it formed upon thtt pnnaple. It it wholly 
compoaed of hereditary proper^ and heremtary (htboctwa ; 
and nmdo therefore the third of tho Icgitlaturo , and, in tbo 
erent, the sole judge of til ptoperty in tH it* tubdi-raion*. 
The How of Cotnmont too, though not ncccmrfly, yet in 
fact. It alwayi to composed, m (bo for greater part 2>t 
these largo propnetor* bo what they and they hate 
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their chmice of liein;^ runout;?! the host, tltey nrc, nl the very 
^vor?t. the hnlhi?t in the vet'^ol t>f tht' eominoinveatlh. EoV 
though hcreditnrv wenlth. and the rank wliieh goes with it, 
arc too inuoh idofized liy ereepint; Hyci'plianl?, and thehlind, 
ahject admirer? of jiowi'r, they are loo raKhly slighted in 
shallow spoenlations of the pelulanl. assuming, short -sighted 
coxcoinhs of philosophy. Some, deeenl. regulated pre-emi- 
nence, some proferenee (not exclusive njipropriation) given 
to hirth. is neither unnatural, nor unjust, nor impolitie. 

It is said, that twenly-lour millions ought to prevail over 
tavo hundred thousand. 3Vue; if the constitution of a king- 
dom he a prohlem of arithmetic. This sort of discourse docs 
well enough with the lamp-post for its second: to men who 
rnog reason calmly, it is ridiculous. The will of the many, 
and their intcR'st, must very often dilfer; and great will ho 
the diflorence when they make an evil choice. A government 
of five hundred country attornios and obscure curates is not 
good for twenty-four millions of men, though it were chosen 
hy eight and forty millions; nor is it the hotter for being 
guided by a dozen of per.-^ons of quality, who have hetrnyed 
their trust in order to obtain that power. At present, you 
seem in everything to have strayed out of the lu’gh road of 
nature. The jjroporty of I'nuiec does not govern it. Of 
course properly is destroyed, and rational liberty has no ex- 
istence. All you have got for the present is a paper circula- 
tion, and a stock-jobbing constitution : and, as to the future, 
do you Kcriousl}' think that the territory of I'rancc, upon 
the republican system of eighty-lhrce independent muni- 
cipalities, (to s.ay nothing of the parts that compose them,) 
can ever he governed as one body, or can ever he set in mo- 
tion hy the impulse of one mind ? ^yhcn the National As- 
sembly has completed its work, it will have accomplished its 
ruin. These commonwealths will not long bear a state of sub- 
jection to the republic of Paris. They will not hear that this 
one body should monopolize the cap’tintj' of the king, and 
the dominion over the assembly calling itself national. Each 
will keep- its own portion of the spoil of the clmrch to itself; 
and it will not sutler either that spoil, or the more just fruits 
of their industry, or the natural produce of their soil, to bo 
sent to swell the insolence, or pamper the luxury, of the me- 
chanics of Paris. In this they will see none of the equality, 
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Bodertte pretence of trluch they have been tempted to throw 
off their allegifmca ho tbeir BoToreign, as well u the nnctent 
conititution of their country Th^ can be no capital 
in neh a conitrtutian at they hare lately made 23iey 
hare forcot, that wben they framed democratic goreminenta, 
they had nrtnally diamemoered tbeir country The pcrton, 
whom they peraerere m calling hog, hai not power left to 
him by the hundredth part anffiaent to hold together thia 
coUection of ropuhlid The lepublie of Pam will endefr. 
Tonr indeed to complete the debauche^ of the army, and 
illegally to perpetuate the aaeembly, without retort to ita 
ooT^tnenta, oa the meana of contmmng ita despotism It 
will make effort*, by becoming the h«rt of a boundleaa 
paper arculation, to draw ertrrything to itaolf, but m 
Tam- An this policy in tbo end appear at feeble as it 
a now violent. 

If thia be your actual ertnabon, compared to the situation 
to which you were called, at it were br the rolee of God and 
Tnwn, I cannot find it in my besart to eoomtnlate you on 
the ehmee you hare Tnadw, or the fUccesB wnloh has attended 
your e^eaToQTt. 1 can ot btUe re e o ui mend to any other 
nation a conduct grounded on ench prmoplet, and produo 
fare of such effects. Hiat I ronst Irtre to those who can 
see farther Into yottr eCkirt than I am able to do, and who 
best know bow far your acbon* are laTourable to tbeir daeign*. 
The gentlemen of the Berolubon Society, who were eo c^y 
in tbmr congratnlatums, appear to bo atrongly of opinion 
that tbero u some aehemo of polihef relatrre to thia country, 
in which your proceedings may, m tome way, bo uacfliL For 
your Dr Price, who Boems to hare rpeeutied htmecif into 
no TwiP degree of ferrour upon this subject, addresses his 
taditorr m tbo following very romortablo words : " I cannot 
conclude without recalling paritevlarljf to your recollection 
a conaidonition which I haTo awre tkn onn aUuJrJ to, and 
whidi probably your thought* hare hem aU afoay / 

a coHMidontwii with wbhdi mr aMed u mprts^ more thvk I 
ena es j ) r e t$ I mean the cootideration of the Janmifen^ 
qf tie ffVhrftt /met to all esfriton* m tie eoutt of hherif " 

It IS plalu that the mind of this polititol preacher was at 
tbo timo hjg with aomn extraordinaiy design ) and it ii ro^ 
proh^lo that the thoughts of bta andience, who ondcritood 
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him hoticv ihnn T do, did nil alonu: v\m hoforo him in his 
rollcction. and in Iho whole train of conseqnenccs lo Avhich 
if led. 

Before I read that .•mormon, T really Ihonpht I had lived in 
a free country, and it was an error 1 cherisliod, hecanso it 
pave mo a pi-ealer liltinp to the eonnlrv J lived in. T was 
indeed aw.are, that a je.ahms. over-wakinp vigilance, to guard 
the treasure of o\ir lihcrly, not onlv from invasion, hut 
from doc.ay and corruption, was our Im.st wisdom, and our 
first duty. However. I considered tlnit treason' rather ns a 
possession to be secured, than as a prize to he contended for. 
J did not discern how the ])resent time came to he so very 
favoundde to all r.rrrfioin; in tlu' cause of freedom. The 
present time diller.s from any other only hy the cireiun- 
stance of wliat is doing in I'ranee. If tlio oxamjdc of tliat 
nation is to have an intlueneo on this, ] can easily conecivc 
why some of their ]iroecedings which have an nnjdoasant 
aspect, and are not quite reconcilahlc to humanity, generosity, 
good faith, and justice, are palliated with so much milky 
good-mature towards the. actors, and home witli so inucli 
heroic fortitude towards the sutl’erers. It is certainly not 
prudent to discredit the authority of an examjdo wc mean to 
follow. Blit .allowing llii.s, wo are led to a very nntunil ques- 
tion ; — ^Vhat is that cause of lihcrly. and what are those ex- 
ertions in its favour, to xvliich the exniiqde of h'’ ranee is so 
singularly auspicious ? Ls our moiiarcliy lo ho annihilated, 
with all the law.s, all the trilmnnls, and all tho ancient corpor- 
ations of the kingdom ? Is every laud-mark of the countiy 
to he done away in favour of a geometrical and arithmetical 
constitution? Is the House of Lords to he voted useless? 
Is cpiscop.acy to he aholishcd? j\re the church lands to ho 
sold to .lews and johhcr.s; or given lo hrihe new-invented 
municip.al republics into a participation in sacrilege ? Are 
all the taxes to be voted grievances, and the revenue reduced 
to a patriotic contribution, or patriotic presents ? Arc silver 
■ shoe-buckles to he substituted in the place of tlic land tax 
and the malt tax, for the support of the naval strength of 
this kingdom ? i\j’c all orders, ranks, and distinctions to ho 
confounded, that out of universal anarchy, joined to national 
bankruptcy, three or four thousand democracies should he 
formed into eight 3 ^-threc, and that they may all, by some 
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sort of xmtncrwii aitnictiTO power, bo orgnnned into one P 
Tor tin* greet end w tbo tuny to be Reduced from it» di»^ 
plme »na it* fidebty, fir»t bj ereiy kind of debancheiy, rtii^ 
then by tbe temble precedent of a donttrro m the jnereaeo 
of p*T P Axe the curate* to bo »edaced from their buhop*, 
by holdmg out to them the dolnure bo^ of a dole oat of 
the ipofl* of their own order? Arc the cititon* of London to 
bo drawn from their eDe^ianco by feeding them at the ei- 
pen»e of their fellow-tub) ect»P la a compnlaoty paper cur- 
rency to bo fubrtituted m the place of the legil com of thi* 
kragdomP I* what remama of the plonikied atock ofpoblio 
revenue to be employed in the wild project of maintaining 
two armie* to iratch over end to fight with mh other P u 
theae are the ends and means of the Bevolotion Soae^, I 
admit they ore well assorted} and Franco may fanmh them 
for both with precedents in point. 

I see that yoor example is held oat to shame oa. I know 
that we ore suppoaed a duU, sloggiah raco, rendered paanre 
by finding our situatKin tolmble, and proreiited by a medj- 
oq i ty of freedom from over attaming to it* ftiU perfection 
Tour Icadora m France began by affecting to admire almost 
to adore, the British eonitrtul^, but oa they aavaneed, 
they came to look upon it wrth a •orereign contempt Tho 
fnend* of your Natfoual Assembly tmon^ n* hare full u 
mean an opimon of what was formerly thought tho glorr of 
their coun^ The Herolution Boaety has ducoTerro that 
the Engluh nation is not &en. They are convinced that the 
inequan^ m our r e pres e ntatioo 1* a " defect in oor comti- 
tahon CO ynw* tad wpabio, s* to make it excoUont chiefly 
m form and tJuvry " * That a repreaeotatioti in the legts- 
latore of a kingdim u not only the bam of all conatitutKmal 
liberty m it, but of “ afi lemtimatv ffortrnmeni / that without 
it a yormusrat i* nothing out an unujoettoa , " — that " when 
the T op r c e c ntation is pariiaJ, the kingdom p u ss cJi o* liberty 
(ra\j jwiiaUjf ; and il extremely partial, it give* only a ttm- 
UaMi and if not only extremely partial, but corruptly 
cbosei, it becomes a aticMce " Dr Pneo coniider* thla in- 
adequacy of repTOseutatiou a* our fknJa»fnial ynersara/ 
and though, a* to ttio oomiption of thf* semblance ofreprc- 
scntabon, ^ hopes ft ft not yet amved to its full perfection 
1 Dlceome oc tla Lon of cror Ccnatiy, 3fd tdll. 3* 
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of depravity, lie fears that “ nothing Avill he done towards 
gaming for us this essential blessing, until some great abuse 
of power again provokes our resentment, or some great calam- 
ifg again alarms our fears, or perhaps till the acquisition of 
npure and equal representation bg other countries, whilst we 
are moejeed with the shadow, kindles our shame.” To this he 
subjoins a note in these words ; “ A representation chosen 
chiefly hy the treasury, and a, few thousands of the dregs of 
th^eople, who are generally paid for their votes.” 

You -wiLl snide here at the consistency of those democra- 
tists, who, when they are not on their guard, treat the hum- 
bler part of the community with the greatest contempt, 
whilst, at the same time, they pretend to make them the de- 
positories of all power. It would require a long discourse 
to point out to you the many fallacies that lurk in the gener- 
ality and equivocal nature of the terms “ inadequate repre- 
sentation.” I shall only say here, in justice to that old- 
fashioned constitution, under which we have long prospered, 
that our representation has been found perfectly adequate 
to all the purposes for which a representation of the people 
can he desired or devised. I defy the enemies of our consti- 
tution to show the contrary. To detail the particulars iu 
which it is found so' well to promote its ends, would demand 
a treatise on our practical constitution. I state here the 
doctrine of the Eevolutionists, only that you and others may 
see what an. opinion these gentlemen entertain of the con- 
stitution of their country, and why they seem to think that 
some great abuse of power, or some great calamity, as giving 
a chance for the blessing of a constitution accordmg to their 
ideas, would be much palliated to their feelings ; yon see 
why they are so much enamoured of your fair and equal 
representation,. which being once obtained, the same efiects 
might follow. You see they consider our House of Commons 
as only “ a semblance,” “a form,” “ a theory,” “a shadow,” “a 
mockery,” perhaps “ a nuisance.” 

These gentlemen value themselves on being systematic ; 
and not without reason. They must therefore look on this 
gross and palpable defect of representation, tHs fundamentd 
grievance, (so they call it,) as a thing not only vicious in 
itself, but as rendering our whole government absolutely 
illegitimate, and not at all better than a downright usurpation. 
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Anotber rerolntion, to get nd of this illegihmflte and xmirped 
gerremment, -wcrald of courto be perieetly instiflablc, if not 
necestaiy Indeed then* pnnaple, if jtm ob«erTB 
it -witb any attention, coe* much fnrtber f hnn to an altenw 
tion mtlie election of tneHonae of Common*, for, if popular 
repretentnticin, or cbcnce, la necesaary to ih^lepUmacy of all 
gorernment, tbe House of Lord* a, at one itrokc, bastardized 
and corrupted in blood- That House u no repr es entative of 
the people at all, even m “ semblance or in form.** Ibe 
of the croim u altogotber a* bad. In Tam tbe cron ii may 
endfiOTOor to screen itself agmnrt tbc*e gentlemen by tho 
autbonty of the eitnbliihment made on tbe Eevoluhon- 
Tbe Eorolution which ii resorted to for a title, on tbeir 
system, wanta a title itself. Ibe Berolubon la built, ac- 
cording to tbeir theory, upon abasia not more eobd than our 
present formalitiet, as it was made by a House of Lords, not 
representing any one but themeelTe*, and by a Honao of 
O^mons Qxactfy such as the present, that is, aa they torm 
it, by a mere “ shadow and mockery " of repiricntation. 

Something they must dertroy, or they scam to thomselvea 
to exiit for no purpose One s^ is for destroying the oril 
power throngb tboeccloataittcal, another, for dmousbiogtbe 
eeclemastw through tbe civit Ib^ aro aware that the worst 
consequences nu^t happen to the public m accomplishiog 
tbiB double nun of diorcb and state i but they am so hented 
•mth tbeir theonea, that thoy pve more than hmta, that this 
nnn, with all tbs miscbiofs that most load to it and attend 
it, and which to tbomsolres appear quite certain, would not 
be unacceptable to them, or very remote from their wnbee. 
A man amongst them of gn»t authority, and certainly of 
great tnlcnta, speaking of a supposed allmnco between church 
and state, says, " perhaps ♦« «ih«^ vvti for tie fall of ilt no7 

C tn before this most unnatural aHianeo be broten- Cs- 
Itou* no doubt Will that timo bo. But what ccmnilaion 
in tbo political worid ought to be • subject of lamentation, 
if it bo attended with so desirable an effect P ” You see with 
what a steady cyo there geotlemcn are prepared to new tbe 
greatest calamine* which can beCdl tbeir country 

It U no wonder therefore, that with there idea* of erery- 
thing in their constitution and government at home, either 
m chnrdi or state, as fllegitlmato and usurped, or at best as 
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a vain mockery, they look akroad with an eager and pas- 
sionate entkusiasm. Whilst they are possessed by these 
notions, it is vain to talk to them of tbe practice of their 
ancestors, the fundamental laws of their country, the fixed 
fonn of a constitution, whose merits are confirmed by the 
solid test of long experience, and an increasing public 
strength and national prosperity. They despise experience 
as the wisdom of unlettered men ; and as for the rest, they 
have wyought under-ground a mine that will blow up, at one 
grand explosion, all examples of antiquity, all precedents, 
charters, and- acts of parliament. They have “ the rights of 
men.” Against these there can be no prescription ; against 
these no agreement is binding : these admit no temperament, 
and no compromise : anything withheld from their full de- 
mand is so much of fraud and injustice. Against these their 
rights of men let no government look for security in the 
length of its continuance, or in the justice and lenity of its 
administration. The objections of these speculatists, if its 
forms do not quadrate -with their theories, are as valid against 
such an old and beneficent government, as against the most 
violent tyranny, or the greenest usurpation. They are always 
at issue with governments, not on a question of abuse, but a 
question of competency, and a question of title. I have no- 
thing to say to the clumsy subtilty of their political meta- 
physics. Let them be their amusement in the schools. — 
“ Hla se j act at in aula — .^Eolus, et clauco ventm'um car cere 
regnety — But let them not break prison to burst bke a 
Levanter^ to sweep the earth with their hurricane, and to 
break up the fountains of the great deep to overwhelm us. 

Bar am I from denying in theory, full as far is my heart 
from withholding in practice, (if I were of power to give or 
to withhold) the real rights of men. In denying their false 
claims of right, I do not mean to injure those which are real, 
and are sucli as their pretended rights would totally destroy. 
If civil society be made for the advantage of man, all tlie 
advantages for which it is made become his right. It is an 
institution of beneficence ; and law itself is only beneficence 
acting by a rule. Men have a right to live by that rule ; 
they have a right to do justice, as between their fellows, 
whether their fellows are in public function or in ordinary 
occupation. They have a right to the fruits of their industry ; 
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trad to the meoni of Tnnbng tlimr mdurtrj fnutfoL They 
havB a right to the acqoitrtioM of their parenti, to the 
iKjonahiDent and nnprarcincnt of their ofljpnnp ; to lutrao* 
tlon in lifo, and to eotriolatioii in death whaterrar each 
man can eeparnteW do, without tmpowing upon othera, he 
has a right to do for him aelf, and ho haa a right to a &ir 
portion of all whidi aoaety, aH ita combuiafaoni of ikill 
and force, can do m hia faTour In tha partneiahip all men 
hate equal nghta , but not to equal things. He that has 
hut flee shllli^ in the partnenhlp hju u good a right to 
it, as he that hu fire bxmdred pounds baa to hu larger pro- 
p^ion. But he haa not a nghl to an equal dindend m the 
product of the jomt atock, and aa to the ihare of power, 
authontj', and direction winch each mdindoal ought to have 
in the management of the atat^ that I mnat deny to be 
amon^ the diroct original nghta of tpsh in aril aociety , 
for I have in mr contemplation the mnl aocml man, and no 
other It 11 a Ibing to w aettled hj conrention. 

If cdnL aooeiy m the o^nng of canrention, that eon 
Tention muat be ita lav Tnat eonrention muit limit and 
modify all tbe deser^ttoaa of conatatution which are formed 
trader it. Erery aort of iMialatrre, judKaal, or exeentory 
power are ita c re a t u rea. Tb^ can Mre no being m any 
other state of thmgi , and hov can any man claim nnder the 
oanventioua of cml aoaety. nghta wmeh do not ao much aa 
aiqipoee ita enitence ? riOTta which are aheolotel^ repng- 
ramt to it P One of the drat motiTea to aril aociety, and 
which bccomea one of its fandamental rule*, la, flat no wu* 
tiovld 6 ejiid^ t» /bf om cnae Hr thn each peraon baa at 
once direateo himaelf of tbe first randamontal right of nn- 
corenanted man, that la- to judge for bimw^lf, and to aaaert 
his own cauae. He ibracatM ml nght to be hu own ^ 
Tcrnor He mduaiTelr, in a great meaBure, ahimdona tbe 
nght of aeK-defeuce, the first Uw of nature Jlen cannot 
enjoy the nghta of an nneml and of a cinl state together 
Unat bo mar obtain juatioe, be grres np his nght of deter- 
mining what it la in pointa the most essential to him. That 
ho may aecure aome liberty, he makes a surrender in tnut 
of tbe whole of it 

GoTernTDent la not made m Tirtno of natursl righta, wh«Ji 
Tn«|j and do emt in total independence of it , and euat in 
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mucli greater clearness, and in a mucli greater degree of ab- 
stract perfection : but tbeir abstract perfection is tbeir prac- 
tical defect. By ba\’ing a right to everything they want 
everything. Government is a contrivance of human nds- 
dom to provide for human tcants. Men have a right that 
these wants should he provided for by this wisdom. Among 
these wants is to he reckoned the want, out of civil society, 
of a sufficient restraint upon their passions. Society requires 
not only that the passions of individuals should he subjected, 
hut that even in the mass and body, as well as in the indi- 
viduals, the inclinations of men shoiild frequently he thwart- 
ed, their will controlled, and their passions brought into sub- 
jection. This can only he done ly a power out of themselves ; 
and not, in the exercise of its function, subject to that will 
and to those passions which it is its office to bridle and sub- 
due. In this sense the restraints on men, as well as their 
liberties, are to be reckoned among their rights. But as the 
liberties and the restrictions vary vdth times and circum- 
stances, and admit of infinite modifications, they cannot be 
settled upon any abstract rule ; and nothing is so foolish as 
to discuss them upon that principle. 

The moment you abate anything from the full rights of 
men, each to govern himself, and sufer any artificial, positive 
limitation upon those rights, from that moment the whole 
organization of government becomes a consideration of con- 
venience. This it is which makes the constitution of a state, 
and the due distribution of its powers, a matter of the most 
' 'delicate and complicated slrill. It requires a deep knowledge 
of human nature and human necessities, and of the things 
which facilitate or obstruct the various ends, which are to be 
pursued by the mechanism of civil institutions. The state 
is to have recruits to its strength, and remedies to its dis- 
tempers. "What is the use of discussing a man’s abstract 
right to food or medicine ? The question is upon the method 
of procuring and administering them. In that dehberation 
I shall always advise to call in the aid of the farmer and the 
physician, rather than the professor of metaphysics. 

The science of constructing a commonwealth, or renovating 
it, or reforming it, is, like every other experimental science, 
not to be taught a prim'i. Nor is it a short experience 
that can instruct us in that practical science ; because the 
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and to tho means of mnlnng their rndtutiy frmtfoL They 
hflTO ft right to the aegomtuma of their parents, to the 
nonnshment and improremcjnt of their oftapnng, to inrim is. 
tion In life, and to oonaolation m death- "WaatoTcr each 
man can seMrately do, inthoat treapoaaing trpon othen, he 
baa a right m do lor bimaelf; and he has a right to a Cur 
portion of all whidi eociety, irth all rta comhinationt of tiill 
and force, can do in his faronr In thia pcrtnerthip all men 
hftTO equal nghta j bat not to equal things He that has 
hot Ato ihillmgs in the partnara^p has as good a right to 
it, as he that mj Ato hundred pounds has to his larger pro- 
portion- But be has not a nght to an equal dmdend m the 
product of the jomt stock, and as to the share of pover, 
authority, and direction which each individual ought to have 
in the management of the state, that I must aeay to be 
omougst the diroct ongmal righU of man m aril society , 
for I Mve m my contemplation the mnl social man, and no 
other It » a thing to he settled hy eanvcution. 

If mnl sooety he the oflronng of eonvention, that con- 
Tentun most be its law Ttmt e on v en faciD must lunit and 
xno^y all the desenptiona of constitutKin which are formed 
under it Every sort of Iw^atiTft, joAcial, or eiecutory 
power are its ereat ur ea. They can hare no hemg m any 
other state of things , and how am any man chum under the 
conventions of mm sooety, rights which do not ao much as 
suppoae its existenee P n^ts which are absolutely repug- 
nant to it P One of the first motiTe* to mvil society, am 
which becomes one of lU fundamental rules, is. Hoi mo nn 
sicald bsjMdfe u* Aa <j** emue 'Br this each person has at 
once drveatea himself of the Arst iimdamental right of un- 
covenanted man, that m. to judge for hnnselfi ana to assert 
his own eauae. He abdicates all nght to be his own ^ 
vernor BCe mchiaiTolT, in a great measure, ahtodoni 9io 
Tight of aelf-defeuee, this Arit Uw of nature. Men cannot 
ciyoy the nght* of an uncml and of a mnl state togrther 
That he may ohtam justice, be givei up his nght ctf deter- 
nuning what it is in points the most eesential to him. That 
he may secure some liber^, be makes a surrender in trait 
of the whole of it 

GuTermnent is not made m virtue of natural rights, which 
may and do enit m total independence of it { and exist m 
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mucli greater clearness, and in a mucli greater degree of ab- 
stract perfection : but tbeir abstract perfection is tbeir prac- 
tical defect. By having a right to everything they want 
everything. Government is a contrivance of human •wis- 
dom to provide for human icants. Men have a right that 
these -R-ants should be pro-vided for by this wisdom.^ Ainong 
these ■wants is to be reckoned the "want, out of civil socie'fcy, 
of a sufficient restraint upon their passions. Society requires 
not only that the passions of indi-viduals should be subjected, 
but that even in the mass and body, as well as in the indi- 
■viduals, the inclinations of men should frequently be thwart- 
ed, their 1(011 con'troUed, and tbeir passions brought into sub- 
jection. This can only be done hy a power out of themselves ; 
and not, in the exercise of its function, subject to that will 
and to those passions which it is its office to bridle and sub- 
due. In this sense the restraints on men, as well as their 
liberties, are to be reckoned among their rights. But as the 
liberties and the restrictions vary -with times and circum- 
stances, and admit of infinite modifi.cations, they cannot bo 
settled upon any abstract rule ; and nothing is so foolish as 
to discuss them upon that principle. 

The moment you abate anything from the full rights of 
men, each to govern himself^ and suffer any artificial, positive 
limhation upon those rights, from that moment the whole 
organization of government becomes a consideration of con- 
venience. This it is which makes the constitution of a state, 
and the due distribution of its powers, a matter of the most 
‘delicate and complicated slrill. it requires a deep knowledge 
of human nature and human necessities, and of the things 
which facilitate or obstruct the various ends, which are to be 
pursued by the mechanism of civil institutions. The state 
is to have recruits to its strength, and remedies to its dis- 
tempei’s. "What is the use of discussing a man’s abstract 
right to food or medicine ? The question is upon the method 
of procuring and administering them. In that deliberation 
I shah always adrise to call in the aid of the farmer and the 
physician, rather than 'the professor of metaphysics. 

The science of constructing a commonwealth, or renovating 
it, or reforming it, is, like every other experimental science 
not to be taught a pr mi. Not is it a short experience 
that can instruct us in that practical science ; because the 
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-ilinW-U of moral co\t*« nn* not tUxnrt Immt^ialri Imt 
tJriit *.hvfU tho Untt {mitnnfo I* mn/ bo rirrl* 

j ^ {niutttnofrr opcrntionj aoj lt« rxcrllcuru may on«» 
ttmv from tho iW cfft-cU it prodnrrs m tbr bcRjimmp Tho 
bI#o liflppont 1 ami Tcry pbmmblo »chcmoi», with rctr 
Y)lnj^mR c<n«mcnecmoat^ bare oftm siwmoful ami Itmcnt- 
5U0 ronclusvon* In atatr* tliom oro oden aomo obteuro anti 
altnoat lalont cauaPa, tlnnp* which apjwtit at fimt Tienr of 
liui® momimt, on which a \eiy preot jirt of l{« ppoaperity 
oT ovl'srralty may moat ewcntiflUy Ueppnd. The wncnco of 
poTcmcvont bring thoToforo ao praciiwl In lUrlf, and In- 
lonJcd for auch pRicUonl purpoK**, n mailer which Ttnjmro* 
cxpcrionco, and mm more cxportenco lhan any peraon can 
pam m hia whole hfo hOTreror aaganoui end owemng ho 
may be, it i* wilh infttnlo canllon that anv roan ooght to 
xentMTo upon polling down aa ediJlcc, which lia» pnawcTtd 
la any toicreblo tlcgrco for agtw tho coffiinon ]|)urpc*wi of 
aociety, or on building It on again without haMTig TncKlcla 
and pattCTOn of apnrotod utuiW before hu eyca 
Thew metapUviio ngbta coloring into cotntDOO bfo, liJco 
mya of light which picrco into a denao medium, are, by tho 
lawa of nature, refracted from tboir itraight lino ludoed 
m tho RToti and cotnplieated ninaa of human paiaicma and 
copcem*, tbo pnmitiro right* of mem undergo auch a Tanoty 
\ of rolVactioni and Tcflcctiona, that It become* abaurd to tala 
' of thorn oa If thoy continued In tbo tbnplloity of thorr on* 
puial dirootion ^0 nature of man j* mtneate, tho object* 
of *otacty aro of tho gTOflte*t pcwiblo complexity and therO' 
fore no •implo di«po«itioti or direction of power can bo •alt- 
able either to man'i nature, or to tho quality of lu* aflhir*. 
When I hear the ■implioi^ of cantriTaJDce utnod it And 
booited of m any now pobticsd eonatitutioni, I am at no low 
to docida that tho irtiQccra are gro»*ly ignorant of thrir 
trade*, or totally nogbf^t of thoir duty Tbo umplo corcro- 
merit* aro fundameiitailT dofecriro, to aay no yrone of thoim 
If you woro to oontemplato aociety m but orw point of viow, 
ail thtao Bimple mode* of pobty am infloitoly captirating 
In eSbet each wcrald an*wer it* *10516 end much more per- 
fectly than tbo moTO comploi u able to attorn nil it* com- 
plot jmrpOAM Bat jt i* bettor tlwt tho whole •hould bo 
{mpcnectly and anotnaloudy nnawered, than that, wtulo 
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real efleett of moral caiuee lero not aliran wirrn p^j^^tA ^ 
tliflt Trhidi In tlic fint loatanoo b prquiiaal may be eicel- 
Icmt in ita remoter operation , and it» exceUence may ante 
eron from tho ill effeots it prodccoB m the begtonmn Tbo 
roTerae alio happeni and wy plariiiblo acbemce, vnth Tory 
plcaung commencementB, hare often aliameful and lament- 
sblo condofflons. In rtatei there are often some obsenro and 
olmoat latent canaea, tbinga irhicb appeor at flmt new of 
little moment, on irhidi a toy great part of it* proapenty 
or odrereity may most easentiailj depend The science of 
goremment being therefore so pmctical m itaelfi and in- 
tended for roeh practical purpoaet, a matter which reqmree 
cipcnenco, and eren more experience than any pcruou can 
gain m bis whole life, howeror sagaaons and oheemng bo 
may be, it u with mflnito caution that any man ought to 
Tcnturo upon pnlling down an edifice, whidi hoa answered 
IB. any tolerable deproo for ages tbo common pnrpoees of 
•oaety, or on budding it np agom, without haTing models 
and patterns of opproTcd ntuity bofor© his eye* 

These metnphync nghts entenng into eommon life, like 
rays of light which pierce into a dense mediom, are, by the 
lam of zatnre, refracted from tbeir straight Ima. Indeed 
in the gross and complicated roan of haman pessioiis and 
concents, the pnmihTe rights of men undergo such a tanety 
of rafracboDs and refleotioD*. that it becomre absurd to tali 
of them at if they contmoea in tb© timpliaty of their ori- 
ginal directum. %ie nstore of man is mtneato , tbo objects 
of soaety are of the greatest powble complexity tad tbero- 
fbre no aunple dispoeition or direction of power can be amt- 
able mtber to anuri nature, or to the qoibty of his nffaira. 
'When I hear the sunpliaty of contnTnnca aimed at and 
boosted of m any nenr pobtnail eonstrtutionB, I am at no Ion 
to deade that tbo artificCT* are gronly ignorant of their 
trade, or totally ne^igeit of tb«r duty The nmple gororn- 
menta are funmunemtaiW defectire, to say no worae o? them 
If you were to contcmplato society m but one point of now, 
all these aimplo modes of polity are infinitely captirating 
Tn effect each would answer its arnglo end much more per- 
fectly - tlmn the more complex la oble to ettnm aB its com- 
tdex purposes. -But it is bettor that the whole should to 
impedectly and anomalously answered, than that, whno 
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some parts are provided for with great exactness, others 
might be totally neglected, or perhaps materially injured, by 
the over-care of a favourite member. 

Tlie pretended rights of these theorists are all extremes : 
and in proportion as they are metaphysic^illy true, they are 
morally and politically false. The rights of men are in a sort 
of middle, incapable of definition, but not impossible to be 
discerned. The rights of men in governments are their ad- 
vantages; and these are often in balances between differ- 
ences of good ; in compromises sometimes between good 
and evil, and sometimes between evil and evil. Political 
reason is a computing principle ; adding, subtracting, mul- 
tiplying, and dividing, morally and not metaphysically, or 
mathematically, true mo^al denominations. 

By these theorists the ri"ht of the people is almost always 
sophistically confounded with their power. The body of the 
community, whenever it can come to act, can meet with no 
effectual resistance ; but tall power and right are the same, 
the whole body of them has no right inconsistent with virtue, 
and the first of all virtues, prudence. Men have no right to 
what is not reasonable, and to what is not for their benefit ; 
for though a pleasant writer said, Liccat perirc poctis, when 
one of them, in cold blood, is said to have leaped into the 
flames of a volcanic revolution, Ardentem fripidus JEfnam 
insihiit, I cousider such a frolic rather as an unjustifiable 
poetic licence, than as one of the franchises of Parnassus ; 
and whether he were poet, or dmue, or politician, that chose 
to exercise this hind of right, I think that more ivisc, because 
more charitable, thoughts would urge me rather to save the 
man, than to preserve his brazen slippers as the monuments 
of his folly. 

The kind of anniversary sermons to which a great part of 
what I write refers, if men arc not shamed out of their 
present course, in commemorating the fact, will’ cheat many 
out of the principles, and deprive them oftlie benefits, of the 
revolution they comniemomte. I confess to you, Sir, I 
never liked this conlinual talk of resistance, and revolution, 
or the practice of making the extreme medicine of the con- 
Htitutiou its daily bread. It renders the habit of society 
dangerously valetudinary: it is taking periodical doses of 
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retcrt O Tj- tublimate, end irrmHoirnig down repeated proro- 
catiTC* of ennthand^ to oar lore at liberty 
Tbia diftemper of remedy, ctowd habitual, reUte* md 
•wttin out, by a vulgar and prostituted, uae, the spring of that 

r rt which IS to bo ciertw on great occanona. It wm m 
most patient period of Bomon aemtude that theme* of 
tyrannicido made the ordinary exercise of hoji at •chool— 
enmpcnwnt t^roteIa$rtt*tmortMtfni*not ^theordinary 
state of things, it produoea in a coontry like ours the wont 
effects, even on the cause of that liberty irhich it abuse 
with the dissolutencM of an extravagunt ^wculatiou Al- 
moft all the higb*brod r^rablieona of my time hare, after a 
■hart iptice, be«me the inort decided, thorough-paeri cour- 
tien , they soon left the buRueca oi^A tedioua, moderate, bnt 
practical resMtance, to tboae of n* whom, m the pnde and 
intcadcatwm of their tbeonea, thty have slighted as not much 
better than Tone*, Hypoenty, of ctnmo, delights m the 
ZDQatsublimdfpeculatic>QS{ focr,DetTar intending to go beyond 
ipeeulation, it cocts nothing to have it magniflceiit. But 
even m esaes where rather lenty than ^ud was to be lus- 
peeted in these rantmg tpeeulabona, tbeivuehas been much 
the rame. These profesibca. finding their extreme prmoiple* 
not applicable to caae* which call only for a qualified, or, as 
I may say, aril and legal resistance, m such eases employ no 
reaistanoe at alL It is with them a war or o reroliiiion, or 
it IS nothmg Finding their scbem« of polities not adapted 
to the state of the wond m which they lire, they often come 
to think lightly of all tmbUo principle , and are ready, on 
their port, to abandon for a rerj trmal mtereat what they 
ftnd of very trivial value. Some Indeed are of more steady 
and peraevenng natures , but these are eager politiciaui out 
of parliament, who hare Lttle to tempt them to abandon 
thetr favourite prqjecta. They have some change m the 
church or state, or both, constantly in tBonr vierw IFten 
thst a the case, they are always bad atiseus, and perfectly 
unsuTB connexkma. For, oonaidenng tberr speculative designs 
os of infinite value, and the actual arrangement of the stete 
at of no esbmahon, they are at best indiflorent about it. 
They see no ment in the good, and no Csalt m the naoua, 
Tni nfigoTTipmt of public a&irs, they mthar rejoice m the 
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latter, as more propitious to revoluiiou. They seo no merit 
or demerit in any man, or any action, or any political principle, 
any further than as tlicy waj’ forward or retard their design 
of change ; they therefore take nj), ono day, the most violent 
and stretched prerogative, and another time the wildest demo- 
cratic ideas of freedom, and pass from the ono to the other 
without any sort of regard to cause, to person, or to ])arty. 

In Prance you are now in the crisis of a revolution, and 
in the transit from one form of government to another — ^}'ou 
cannot see that character of men exactly in the same situ- 
ation in which wo see it in this counlrv- AVith us it is 
militant ; with you it is triumphant ; and vou know how it 
can act when its power is commensurate to its will. I would 
not be supposed to confine those observations to any descrip- 
tion of men, or to comprehend all men of any description 
within them — far from it. lamas incapable of that 
injustice, as I am of keeping terms with those who profess 
principles of extremities ; and who, under the name of 
religion, teach little else than wild and dangerous politics. 
The worst of those politics of revolution is this : they tem- 
per and harden the breast, in order to prepare it for the 
desperate strokes which arc sometimes used in extreme 
occasions. But ns those occasions may never arrive, tlie 
mind receives a gratuitous taint ; and the moral sentiments 
Buher not a little, when no political piu'posc is served by tbo 
depravation. This sort of people are so taken up ivith 
their theories about the rights of m.an, that they have 
totally forgotten his mature. AVithout opening one new 
avenue to the understanding, they have succeeded in stopping 
up those that lead to the heart. They have perverted in them- 
selves, and in those that attend to them, all the well-placed 
sjonpathies of the human breast. 

This famous sermon of the Old .Tewry breathes nothing but 
, tins spirit through all the political part. Plots, massacres, > 
assassinations, seem to some people a trivial price for obtain- 
ing a revolution; A cheap, bloodless reformation, a guiltless 
liberty, appear flat and vapid to their taste. There must be 
a great change of scene ; there must be a magnificent stage 
effect ; there must be a grand spectacle to rouse the imagin- 
ation, gro^vn torpid with the lazy enjoyment of -sixty years’ 
security, and the still unanimating repose of public pros- 
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pentj Tte prcacber fband them all m the Fwiich Berolo- 
tiOQ, Thu fnipirti 0 jEiremlo wonnth thrcnigii iui whole 
jjnmh nU enthusmam Inndlei as be adrancee , and when 
ho nrriTC* at hu peroration it latn a fall blme, TbcuTiewing, 
fiom the Pugah of hu pnlpit, the free, moral, happy, flcror- 
nhing, and ponotta atate of Fiwnco, ai m a bird'a-eye land' 
aeapo of a protmaed land, he breaka out intcf the following 
rapture t 

“ "What an ercntfol period le thia ! lamtim^/Wthatlharo 
Iired to it j I eocld almoat aay, Zer^ tuno UtiMi iio* fjy #<t- 
mat depart i% peace, ^or «ine teen tkp tahatum — 1 

hare hred to leo a dijfktion of nowledge, which haa ondor- 
rnmed nperatition and error — I have lirw to see tl# nyit# ^ 
men better imderatood than ever , and natuma pantaun for 
liberty which aecmed to have loot the ideo of it. — I havD 
lived to ae« thirty mUu>*» <if people, indignant and reaolnte, 
apuming at olaTerr, ond demanding Ubertr with an irmati- 
ble roK!© Tknr ivwy Jed at ana an arioirarp man- 

arei nirmdenity hmtelf to Au nirjecte 

Before I proew foitW-, I have to remark, that Dr Pnee 
aeenn rather to oTerralue the great aoquiitioni of Imht 
which he haa obtained and diffiiaed in thu age. The 1^ 
oentary appears to me to hare been qento as nmeh enlight- 
emod. It oad, though m a diffhrent place, a tnumph aa 
memoToblfi aa that m Dr Pneej and somB of the great 
preacher* of that penod partook of it a* eagerly aa be hoi 
done in the tnumph of Franc®. On the trial of the Her 
Hugh Peters for high treaaon. it rroa depoeed, that when King 
Ohadee was brought to Ijondon for hii teal, the Apoetle ca 
Liberty m that day eonduofrod the tmaipi “ I saw,” aaya 
the witneaa, “ hu Slajestr nv the coach with six horeeo, and 
Peter* nding before the ting, tnnmpitny *' Dr Pnoe, when 
he tnlVw as if he had made a diacorery, only follows a prece- 
dent ; for, after the oommoncoment of the ktng’i trial, this pro- 
cai»or, tho same Dr Peters, coneludiog a long prayer at the 
‘ Another of Iheee l e m t ii d sentleTB«Q. -wbo -wu witotw lo •craw of tt* 
•pwKulM -nhich P*ii» IiJ4 Utriy eihlUtwl, cipmi w blmietf Unu: — "A 
M t»AmJ*/Tre friimfH if if€ n^/eeit, is oe» t* 

kppMTtiKes of ptad«iiT which esldom me hi Uie proep^ of hn 
am tnd which, dartog the remdndei of my lif», 1 ihiD ihhifc « 

with wopder pd grtri fliwUiWL** Tbe«e|mtl«DCi igree msnoOoculy » 
thali feettD|s. 
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Soyal' Chapel at 'Whitehall, (he had very triumphaiitly chosen 
his place,) said, “ I have prayed and preached these twenty 
years ; and now I may say with old Suneon, Lord, now lettek 
thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation.”^ Peters had not the fruits of his prayer ; for he 
neither departed so soon as he wished, nor in peace. He be- 
came (what I heartily hope none of his followers may be in 
this country) himself a sacrifice to the triumph, which he led 
as pontiff. They dealt at the Hestoration, perhaps , too hardly 
with this poor good man. But we owe it to his memory and 
his sufferings, that he had as much illumination, and as much 
zeal, and had as effectually undermined all the superstition and 
error which might impede the great business he was engaged 
in, as any who follow and repeat after him, in this age, which 
would assume to itself an exclusive title to the knowledge of 
the rights of men, and all the glorious consequences of that 
knowledge. 

After this sally of the preacher of the Old Jewry, which 
differs only in place and time, but agrees perfectly with the 
spirit and letter- of the rapture of 1648, the Bevolution So- 
ciety, the fabricators of governments, the heroic band of 
cashiei’ers of monarchs, electors of sovereigns, and leaders of 
kings in triumph, strutting with a proud consciousness of 
the diffusion of knowledge, of which every member had ob- 
tained BO lari^e a share in the donative, were in haste to make 
a generous diffusion of the Imowledge they had thus gratu- 
itously received. To make this bountiful communication, they 
adjourned from the church in the Old Jewry to the London 
Tavern ; where the same Dr. Price, in whom the fumes of 
his oracular tripod were not entirely evaporated, moved and 
earned the' resolution, or address of congratulation, trans- 
mitted by Lord Stanhope to the National Assembly of Prance. 

I find a preacher of the gospel profaning the beautiful and 
prophetic ejaculation, commonly called “ nv/nc .dimittisf made 
on the first presentation of our Saviour in the temple, and 
applying it, with an .inhuman and unnatural rapture, to the 
most horrid, atrocious, and afflicting spectacle that perhaps 
ever was exhibited 'to the pity and indignation of mankind. 
This “ leading in triumph f a thing in its best form unmanly 
and irreligious, which fills our preacher with such unhallow- 
' * State Trials, vol. ii. p. 360, 363. 
z 2 
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cd tratuportfi, tnuit »bock, I bellOr©, the morel tMte of eroy 
xoll-boTn mind- Several Englrah -wero the stapifled and m- 
degnant apeetaton of that tnumph It ms (tmeM we hare 
boon strengdj doceired) a apoctocle more reaemblmg a prt> 
ceeaioQ of American taragpn, enfenng into Ononda^ after 
eQmo of their monlere called nctonea, and leading into rwreli 
hung rtwmd with acalpt, tbeir captiroa, omrpoirffl^ with the 
KO^ and boffeta of women aa fetDoiona a« tbemaelrea, mneb 
more than it reaombled the tnoqjphal pomp of a mnliiei 
martial natwn j—if a cinluod nation, or any men who had 
a eente of gsnoroeitj, wore repable of a personal tnnmpb otbt 
the Mien and affii^ed- 

Thia, my dear Sir, waa not the tnompb of France. I moat 
b^iere th^ aa a nation, it oreripbelmed yon with fhameand 
horror I murt bebere the Natiorul Aaeembly find 
themaelrei m a atdteof the greatest humiliation mnot bemg 
able to puEiah the autbora this tnnroph, or the acton m 
it , and that they are in a ntuation xn which any rngnuy 
tb^ may make upon the aobjeot moat be deetitute eren of 
the appaarsaoo of liber^ or impartiahty The apology of 
that aaeembly u found in their ntnaticm , but whra we ap* 
prore wbat they muti bear, it le In \u the degenerate choice 
of a ntiated mind. 

With a cwDpelled appearance of deUberetion, they rote 
under the domuudm of a atorn neceaajty They ait in the 
heart, ei it w a re , of s foreign repablio they hare their re- 
sidence m e aty wboee eonstitutiooi baa emanated nether 
feim the charter of their king, nor &om their legialatire 
poser There they are surroonded by an army not raiaod 
either by the authority of their crown, or by their command j 
and which, if they ihould order to ditaolTB itaelf^ would m- 
etantly dxanlre toem. There they nt, after e gang of attas- 
sins 1^ driven away aome hondroda of the memben , whilst 
those who held the tame moderate prmaples, wi^ more 
patience or better hope, oontmoed every eipoeed to oat- 
ragoocs insults and mnrderoaa threats, ^bere a majontr, 
Bometimes real, soroetanes pretended, captive itself compels 
a captrvs king to issna as royal edicts, at third oaod, the 
polluted nonaecae of their moat licentious and giddy coffee 
hcrtjie*. It is notorwus, that all tbcir measirres are decided 
before they are debated. It u beyond doubtjthat under tbs' 
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terror of the hnyonet, and the lamp-post, and the torch to 
their houses, they are obliged to adopt all the crude and 
desperate measures suggested by clubs composed of a mon- 
strous medley of all conditions, tongues, and nations. Among 
these are found persons, in comparison of whom .Catiline 
would be thought scrupulous, and Cethcgus a man of sobriety 
and moderation. Kor is it in these clubs alone that the 
public measures are deformed into monsters. They undergo 
a previous distortion in academics, intended as so many semi- 
naries for these clubs, which arc set up in all the places of 
public resort. In these meetings of all sorts, every counsel, 
in proportion ns it is daring, and violent, and perfidious, is 
« taken for the mark of superior genius. Humanity and com- 
passion are ridiculed as the fruits of superstition and ignor- 
ance. Tenderness to indiidduals is considered as treason to 
the public. Liberty is alwa3's to be estimated perfect as 
property is rendered insecure. Amidst assassination, massa- 
cre, and confiscation, perpetrated or meditated, they are 
forming plans for the good oi’der of future society. Em- 
bracing in. their arms the carcases of base criminals, and 

S romoting their relations on the title of their offences, they 
rive hundreds of ifirtuous persons to the same end, by 
forcing them to subsist by beggary or by crime. 

The assembly, their organ, acts before them the farce of 
deliberation with as little decency as libert)^ They act like 
the comedians of a fair before a riotous audience; they 
act amidst the tumultuous cries of a mixed mob of ferocious 
men, and of women lost to shame, who, according to their 
insolent fancies, direct, control, applaud, explode them ; and 
sometimes mix and take their seats amongst them; domi- 
neering over them -vidth a strange mixture of sendle petu- 
lance and proud, presumptuous authority. As they have 
inverted order in all things, the gaUerj’’ is in the place of the 
house. This assembly, which overthrows kings jmd king- 
doms, has not even the physiognomy and aspect of a grave 
legislative body — nec color imperii, nec frons iiTla senatiis. 
They have a power mven to them, like that of the evil prin- 
ciple, to subvert and destroy ; but none to consti-uct, except 
such machines as may be fitted for further subversion and 
further destruction. 

Who is it that admires, and from the heart is attached to. 


/ 
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aohonal rcpro te ntntare ateomblica, bot tnBjtiomTntlihojTor 
anddoguft from rich tijirolaiie burl«qne,and abominahle per- 
TDTOon of that tacred mrtitate ? Lotct* of montrchy, loren 
ofrcpttljlic«,inti«t*Hk«ftbliorit. HiomemberB ofytniraMem- 
Wj murt thcnwlTet groan imdar the tynmnj’ of which they 
hare all tho shame, none of the direction, and little of the 
proQt. lamanromanyofthemembenwhoeompoeeereDthe 
TDtyonty of that body imiat feel aa I d^ notmthitanding the 
ap^uiee of tho Herolation Society iEea^lo kmgl rmser- 
abl© aaaemhly \ How tanat that asaembly bo allontly scandel- 
ued with th^ of thoir member*, wbo c^d call a day which 
seomedtoblot the arm OQtof hoaren, How 

muft they be inwardly indignant at hearing other*, who 
thotuirht St to declare to the^ “ that the TCtael of the state 


would fly forward m her coinwe toward* reg en er a tion with 
more speed than crer,'' from the stiff gale of treeion snd 
murder, which preceded oar preacher « triumph ! "What mwt 
they hare felt, whilst, with outward psbemce, and inward 
mdignahcfo, th^ heard of the slBoghter of innoemt gantle< 
men m their hooses, that ** the blood spilled was not the 
most pore !” HTia* most the? hare felt, whan they ware 
beuegM by complaints of diaorden which shoob thar eonn* 
try to it* foandatkros, at bemg compelled coolly to tell the 
complsmanta, that th^ wore under the protection of tho 
law, wnd that they woald address the king (the captire king) 
to canw the Isw* to be enforced for their protectnai , when 
tbe enslared mimstor* of that captire kmg had formally no- 
tified to them, thid; there were neather law, bor antbonty, 
nor power left to protect 1 TVbat most tbwhare felt st 
bemg obliged, as a feliatafaon on the present new year, to 
recnest their captire king to forget the stormy period of the 
on sceoanf of the greet ^od which was Ukely to 
produce to hn people , to the complete attainment of woich 
good they adjanrned the praebeal demonstration* of their 
loyalty, aasnnng him of their obedienCTi, when he should 
no longer possets any autbontr to command I 

Thu adores* waa made with mnob good nature and sf- 
fettesi, to. ba msa, Hut amon^ thft cemibiJafiaa m. France 
must be reckoned a considerablB rerolntion m there ideas of 
pill ten f In England wo are smd to learn manner* *t 
' 6(h of Ootobo, 1789 
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EGCond-lintid from your side of the water, and that we dress 
our hehanour iu the frippery of France. If so, we are still 
in the old cut ; and have not so fur conformed to the new 
Parisian mode of good breeding, ns to think it quite iu the 
most refined strain of delicate compliment (whetlier in con- 
dolence or congratulation) to say, to the most humiliated 
creature that crawls upon the earth, that gi'eat public 
benefits are derived from the murder of his servants, the at- 
tempted assassination of himself and of his wife, and the 
mortification, disgrace, and degradation, that he has per- 
sonally suffered. It is a topic of consolation which our or- 
dinar)' of Newgate would be too humane to use to a criminal 
at the foot of the gallows. I should have thought that the 
hangman of Paris, uoav tliat ho is liberalized by tlie vote of the 
National Assembly, and is allowed his rank and arms in the 
hei'ald’s college of the rights of men, would be too generous, 
too gallant a man, too full of the sense of his new dignity, to 
emplo}' that cutting consolation to any of the persous whom 
the leze nation might bring under the administration of his 
executive power. 

A man is fallen indeed, when he is thus flattered. The 
anodyne draught of oblinon, thus drugged, is well calculated 
to preserve a galling wakefulness, and to feed the living 
ulcer of a corroding memory. Thus to administer the opiate 
potion of amnest)', powdered ■with all the ingredients of scorn 
and contempt, is to bold to his lips, instead of “ the balm of 
hurt minds,” the cup of human misery full to the Ijrim, and 
to force him to drink it to the dregs. 

Yielding to reasons, at least as forcible as those which 
■VN'ere so delicately urged in the compliment on the new year, 
the king of Prance will probably endeavour to forget these 
events and that compliment. But history, who keeps a 
durable record of all our acts, and exercises her awful cen- 
sure over the proceedings of all sorts of sovereigns, will not 
forget either tliose events, or the era of this liberal refine- 
ment in the intercoiu’se of mankind. History 'will record, 
that on the morning of the 6th of October, 1789, the king 
and queen of Prance, after a day of confusion, alarm, dismay, 
and slaughter, lay down, under’ the pledged security of pub- 
lic faith, to indulge na'ture in a few hours of respite, and 
troubled, melancholy repose. Prom this sleep the queen was 
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firrt ftartled by tbo voice of the tctituiel at her door, 'who 
crted cra± to her to mte heridf by flight — that thi* ira* the 
lait proof of fidelity be could gire— that they wwre upon bun, 
and M waa deaii Znetantly he irai cut down- A bend of 
crufil rofSaiM end aro wm a, loeking with hi» blood, mihed 
into the chember of the queen^ ana pierced with a hundred 
■trokei of bayonoti and Mmard* the bed, from ■whence 
tine peraecdtcA women had TOt jnet tune to fly alinoet 
and, through ■wnyB unknown to the rourderera, huti eecaped 
to seek refri^ at the feet of a kmg and huabend, not aecure 
of hi5 own hfe for a znomeat 

Thu kmg, to Bay no more of bun, and thu queen, and 
theaT infant children, (who once would hare been tho pndo 
and hopo of a great and generone people,) were then forced 
to abandon the aanctuaiy of tho moet splendid palace in the 
■world, which they left awunming m blood, polluted by 
maiaacre, and rtrewed ■with acatto^ limbe and mutilated 
coreasee. Tbeoce th^ were oondueted mfo the capital of 
thar kmfriom- Two bid been eeleoted from the unprovoked, 
unreaifte^ promiBcuctus ilaughter, which ■was made of the 
gentlemen of birth and fiimily who compoeed the kin^i body 
guard- Thcae two gentlemen, ■with all tbe parade oi an exe- 
ctttkm of jortice, irere cruelly and publicly dragged to the 
block, and beheaded m the great coi^ of toe ■paKre. 'Heir 
headj were rtnek upon ipeoia, and led the proceanon , whilst 
the royal captiTea who followed m the tram ■were slowly 
moved along, amidst tbe homd yeHs, and shrillnig screoms, 
RTLii fnmtio dances, and infamous contumehee, and all the 
nmifterable obominatjon* of the fimee of beH, m tbe abused 
shape of the Tfleat of ■woman. After they had been 
to tarte, drop by drep^ more than the bitternew of death, m 
the slow torture of a journey of twelve mile*, protracted to 
Bx hours, they irere, under a guard, oompoeed of thoao v^ry 
•oldiexs who thus oondmited them through this fomouB 
tnumpt, lodged m one of the old palaces of ^nms, now eon- 
vmted mto a hostile for kings 
If this a tnumph to be eonaeonted at altars ? to be com* 
memorated mth giateAd thankipmng P to be oflered to tbe 
dirmo h nmfim ty with fervent prayer and euthuskitio ejacu- 
lation ? — ^These Theban and T&aman orgioa, acted in France, 
and applaud^ only ni tbe Old Jewry, I asturo you, londlo 
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prophetic ontlnisinsm in the inimb hnt of very few people in 
this kingdom: nllhongli a saint ami apostle, who may liavc 
revelations of his own, nmlwho has so eompletelv vanquished 
all the mean snperstitiona of the heart, may ineline to think 
it pions ami deeorons to comj)ait' it with the entrance into 
the world of the Prince of Peace, proclaimed in a holy tem- 
ple hy a venerable safje. and not loiiLf before not wor.se an- 
nounced by the voice of angels to the quiet iTinoccnce of 
shepherds. 

At lirst I was at a loss to account for this fit of unguarded 
transport. ] know, indeed, that the suficring.s of monarchs 
make a delicions repast to some sort of palates. Tlicrc were 
rcileotions which might serve to keep this aj^petite within 
.some bounds of tempenmee. Put when I took one circum- 
stance into my considenition, I was obliged to confess, that 
much allowance ought to be made for the society, and that 
the temptation was too strong for common discretion; I 
mc:ni, the circumstance of the Jo Pawi of the triumph, tho 
animating cry which called “for nil tho JJJ SHOPS to he 
hanged on llic lam])-posts,” ’ might well have hrotight forth 
a hurst of enthusiasm on the fore.sco)) consequences of this 
happy day. 1 allow to so much enthusiasm some little 
deviation from pnidonco. I allow this prophet to break 
forth into hymns of joy and thanksgiving on an event which 
appears like the precursor of the I^lillenium, and the project- 
ed fifth monarchy, in the destruction of all church cstablish- 
ments. There Avas, however, (as in all human afiairs there 
is,) in the midst of this joy, something to exercise the pa- 
tience of these Avorthy gentlemen, and to try tlie long-sufler- 
ing of their faith. The actual murder of the king and queen, 
and their child, was Avanting to the other auspicious circum- 
stances of this “ Ijcnuiiful <l<ty.'' Tlie actual murder of tho 
bishops, though called for by so many holy ejaculations, was 
also Avauting. A group of regicide and sacrilegious slaughter, 
was indeedboldly sketched, but it Avas only sketched. It un- 
happily was left unfinished, in this great history-piece of tho 
massacre of innocents. ■ ^NHiat hardy pencil of a great master, 
from the school of the rights of men, Avill finish it, is to he 
seen hereafter. The age has not yet the complete benefit' of 
that diffusion of knowledge that lias undermined superstition 
' Tous les Evfcqnes si la lanteme. 
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find error j and tbe km^ of Franco ^mnU nnotber object or 
tro to conn^p to obhnon, m consideration of *11 the good 
which IB to •rise from hi* own euffermgB, and the patnotio 
enmes of an enlightened age.* 

* It h pTtrpcr bore to nfsT to skitter vrltta upon t]ib nb^cetbj m 
eye-witir*. Tkst cyo-wltM* w»* one of the mwt bonwt, lwMllgi»wt , 
tad e^oqoent memben of the Nstknd Aaeablr one of the moot aedre 
uid inloQi refoTEOCn of the aUt*. Be vu ootl|»d to ■ecede from th* 
feaaambtyt uaih* sftsrwda beoune a TotnaUry exile, cn aocoost of the 
bomn 01 this pkm trhunph, and the dispocilioaa of men, vho. proQdog 
of alto e a . If not cauing them, hae* takm the lead fax pohUc tflaliB. 

Sjirtet 6/ 2L A I^g ThSntdsfs /iaee»d LtOtr U « Frimd 

" Pariota da parti qoe fal jnie ; D eat btao Jiiatlfld «<■"■ ma ocuciaQce. 

' — HI cette rllla ooemhl^ m cette aMerntdee pfo* ooapabb encora, se 
mcritolenl qaa }e me joadhe raaia J’al d cmr qim\ouBv.et Ua pdraoiiaea 
qol peoaent ctanme i oos, m ma emdamiMSt pea. — Ua Knt^ ja rtin 
Jure, me mdolt mea fanetlona faxtpoaafhtea } ">«U oxtea eo lea nettaot de 
e6td Q a M aa-detsoa de raaa foreea de cnj^rtKT pin loogteroa I'korreor 
qae me oaaaolt ee tete»~^t(e nine nd, 

-'HiauDd $elxm --«Cnm Paj:iK an mdleo de aea awaiatna. et prth^idd dea 
tdtea da aea inalhenmx pmdflfr-<ea petdda Jitl— N ta, eea en 

fiannai oarmfbaUa, e« m de ton m tranon a u unmaa a, dan la 
motneet ed le ret entre aa ea^tala aree dana dr^oea da aa enidl d»g« 
M rotmra— -on ewtp i* qoa J ai n (Inr iiat on <d« etnmm it It 

rrutt U BaQlf ^peOant cola waMwir MO- — I laambida ayaat dddarf 
froldeouct If mahn. qtt'H a ^ott pas it m dignltd d tiler tmte cotltTa 
CBTi fcca er le rol— B Uiraheta dinuU faspon^iBeDl daaa ertle aaaembt^e 
qoe le raitaean de lofan d ^tre trri ( Aim h eocTae. t'fleiioeToU 

tree pha de rapidiid qot limala rera m Tfrfodalhxi — U Banzare, 
rianl arec lol, quaod da* dota de naf coolmrirt antonr de aoo* — la 
T er l nenx Uotin^ * ^rhappanl par mbafki i rlsgt iwaiatni. qnl iTolest 
Tooln £ilre de a tfte tm trophfe de phu Vcdld ce qol me Bt Jorer de ne 
phu mtttre le pled dttt etOt etttt m t f A»tnpo^^tfm [the Mathnal 
Aaaamblr] oA w d aroh ptn da fore* d di^rer la TtdXf o6 dejmk dx aa* 
mahKa 1 arob Smde en rain. 

" UoL, Monaier ei ton ks hooa^w ITma, ost peoad qne le decskr 
effort i &ire poor le hlen dtott d en aortb’ Aocane ldd« de craliite aa 
^eat appnxdun de moL Jt roo^nda de m <a ddfendre. J arula eoeore 
Tti^ tor la rootetia la part de ea people^ moina ocnrehla qua etra qoi 
Pont odrid de fluaor da aerUramcaa, et da apjoaodlaHOMStai dc^ 
d aotra aorokcit M flaltda, et qoi m ml &lt fcdmlr ( 7 e«t & nsd%iHlkcL, 
c cat & rboneor 0*6X1 aox conrokkms chptlqQea, qoe la aenl amet da 
aij*B»e fBtdproorerqoa j aic<dtf ODbraTeoDe ac^mortt on h bnrv 
ql.nxienxalhln.^nral pent dtrentfle. Uala aocame wi fail tire Kioa la 
rii<l TwU aocoM optnioD pahllqoe on pri rfe n out la oiott de me cod* 

• jr B. trr MairicT ra tkw ryUnr w( m Vulml iLweblr Ha kaa itoaa 
hna atdvaB U Bn hi axQa, tho«a^ aa af tha liMK uaarttn oT tbwtr 
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Althougli this -vvork of our new light and Icnowledge did 
not go to the length that in all probability it was intended 
it should be carried, yet I must thinlc that such treatment 
of any human creatures must be shocking to any but those 
who are made for accomplishing revolutions. But I cannot 
stop here. Influenced by the inborn feelings of my nature, 
and not being illuminated by a single ray of this new-sprung 
modern light, I confess to you, Sir, that the exalted rank of 
the persons suffering, and particularly the sex, the beauty, 
and the amiable qualities of the descendant of so many kings 
and emperors, with the tender age of royal infants, insensible 
only through infiincy and innocence of the cruel outrages to 
which their parents ivere exposed, instead of being a subject 
of exultation, adds not a little to my sensibflity on that most 
melancholy occasion. 

I hear that the august person, who was the principal ob- 
ject of OUT preacher’s triumph, though he supported him- 
self^ felt much on that shameful occasion. ‘As a man, it be- 
came him to feel for his wife and his children, and the faithful 
guards of his person, that were massacred in cold blood 
about him ; as a prince, it became him to feel for the 
strange and frightful transformation of his civilized subjects, 
and to be more grieved for them than solicitous for him- 
self. It derogates little from his fortitude, Avhile it adds in- 
finitely to the honour of his humanity. I am very sorry to 
say it, very sorry indeed, that such personages are in a situ- 
ation in which it is not becoming m us to praise the vir- 
tues of the great. 

I hear, and I rejoice to hear, that the great lady, the 
other object of the triumph, has home that day, (one is in- 
terested that beings made for suffering should suffer well,) 
and that she bears all the succeeding days, that she bears the 

danmer & soviffrir inutilement mille supplices par minute, et ^perir de dds- 
espoir, de rage, au milieu des triomplies, du crime que je n’ai pu arr^ter. 11a 
me proscriront, ils confisqueront mes biens. Je labourerai la terre, et je 
ne lea verrai plus. — ^Voiia ma justification. Vous pourrez la lire, la 
montrer, la laisser copier ; tant pis pour ceux quinela comprendrontpas; 
ce ne sera alors moi qui auroit eu tort de la leur donner.” 

This military man had not so good nerves as the peaceable gentleman of 
the Old Jewry. — See Mons. Moimier’s narrative of these transactions j a 
man also of honom, and virtue, and talents, and therefore a fugitive. 
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impmomncnt of W btMbtmd, Mid bcr oim caphTity and tbe 
mile of ber ihendtj and thoinsnltmg adolntion of addretMt, 
and the whole weight of her uftniinalstod Tnrong*, with a 
Berene patience, in a manner tinted to her rtmk and race, 
and becoming the ofilrprmg of a aorereign diatingmahed for 
her piety and her coorego t that, like her, she h^ofty tenb- 
manU } ^hfft ahe feel* with the dignity of a Homan matron , 
t^t m the last extremity the inU aarc betielf from the hut 
diigmcej and that, if the mu»tfiiU,ihe will ftll by no ignoble 
hand. 

It u now fiitetn or aerenteen y«m line© I saw the queen 
of France, then the dmipbineaa, at Yerenillei j and mre^ 
nerer lighted on this orb, which aha hardly seomed to touch, 
a more oulightftil tuioo. I aaw her jnit above tho honaon, 
decorating and cheering the eJerated sphere ehe jort began 
to move m,-— gUttenng like tho moniiiig>€tar, full of life, 
and splendour, and wr Oh I what a rerolationl and 
what a heort moat I naT© to comtemplale witboot emo* 
taon that eleration and that &I1 1 Little did 1 dmun when 
she added titles of venenbon to thoee of enthnsiaatie, dutant, 
resp ect f ul love, that the should erar be obliged to carry the 
sha^ antidote agamat disgrae© ooneealed in that booom, 
little did 1 dream, that I sbonld have bred to see such dia* 
after! fallen upon her m a nation of gallant men, m a mo- 
tion of men of honour, and of eavalieri 1 thought ten thou* 
cand ffworda must hare lesped from tbcir acahba^ to areeg© 
erven a look that throatenea her with ihanlt But th© age of 
ohimlrT IS gone. That of sophiatcrt, econormata, and calcu- 
lators, mi succeeded, and the ^ory of Europe is exfin- 
gniahed for over Nercf, never more ahull we oobold that 
generous loyalty to rank and sex, that proud aubmuaioD, that 
digmfled obedience, that aubordmotion of the heart, which 
io^t aliT©, even m semtud© itself, the spirit of an exulted 
freedom. The imbought grace of life, th© cheap defence of 
the nurse of manly sentnnemt and heroic enterpnae, 
u gone I It IS gone, that senaibnitT of prmciple, that 
chaabty of honour, which fdt a stnin like a wound, which 
inspn^ courage whilrt it mitigated ferocity, wfuci ennobled 
whoterer it touched, and under whmh nc© itself lost half ita 
eril, by loamg all its grosanea*. 

This mixed rritcm of opinion and aentunent hadila origin 
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in the ancient chivalry ; and the principle, though varied in 
its appearance by the varying state of human affairs, suh- 
sisted and influenced through a long succession of gener- 
ations, even to the time we live in. If it should ever he 
totally extinguished, the loss I fear wtH he great. It is this 
which has given its character to modern Europe. It ’is this 
which has distinguished it under all its forms of government, 
and distinguished it to its advantage, from the states of Asia, 
and possibly from those states which flourished in the most 
brilliant periods of the antique world. It was this, which, 
without confounding ranks, had produced a noble equality, 
and handed it down through all the gradations of social life. 
It was this opinion which mitigated kings into companions, 
and raised private men to be fellows with kings. Without 
force or opposition, it subdued the fierceness of pride and 
power; it obliged sovereigns to submit to the soft collar 
of social esteem, compelled stern authority to submit to ele- 
gance, and gave a dominating vanquisher of laws to be sub- 
dued by manners. 

But now all is to be changed. All the pleasing illusions, 
which made power gentle and obedience liberal, which har- 
monized the different shades of life, and which, by a bland 
assimilation, incorporated into pobtics the sentiments which 
beautify and soften private society, are to be dissolved by 
this new conquering empire of bght and reason. All the 
decent drapery of life is to be rudely torn off. All the super- 
added ideas, furnished from the wardrobe of a moral imagma- 
tion, which the heart owns, and the understanding ratifies, as 
necessary to cover the defects of our naked, shivering nature, 
and to raise it to dignity in our own estimation, are to be ex- 
ploded as a ridiculous, absurd, and antiquated fashion. 

On this scheme of things, a king is but a man, a queen is 
■but a woman; a woman is but an animal, and an animal 
not of the highest order. All homage paid to the sex in 
general as such, and without distinct views, is to be regarded 
as romance and folly. Begicide, and parricide, and sacrilege, 
are but fictions of superstition, corrupting jurisprudence by 
destroying its simplicity. The murder of a king, or a queen, 
or a bishop, or a father, are only common homicide ; and if 
the people are by any chance, or in any way, gainers by it. 
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mtaral protectitig prmaplM WitK yon, for tbe pregent rt 
le«±, they oD threaten to dumppear together T^ere trade 
and manafcctcrea are wanting to a people, and the ipirit of 
jaoKhty and rtdigion remama, atashment mppiiea, and not 
alway* iU aappliea, their place , bnt if commerce qn d tb© 
arti ■bcmld be lort in an experiment to try how well a ftato 
may ttand without tbeeo old fundaxuentai pnnaplei, what 
■ort of a thing mnat be a nabon of grew, rtnpid, feroaont, 
and, at tbe same time, poor and aordii barbonana, desbtnt© 
of wligioh, boncrur, or manly pnde, poaacising nothing at 
preaent, and bopmg for notbmp berraiW P 

I wish you may not be gome fiiat, and by th® ahorteat 
cnit, tp that horrible and diagnstml ntnabem. Already there 
appears a porerty of ooncepbon, a coarseness and Tulgotity, 
in ill the proceeding* of the Aaaembly and of all th^ m- 
atnictOTB. Their liberty is not liberal Tbeir acwoco is pre* 
somptuons ignorance. Tbea* bnmanrty is soTage and brutal. 

It 1 * not dear, whether in England we learned those grand 
and deccFTOOs prm<^es and manners, of which ooncdmble 
traces yet remain, mm you, or wbetoer tou tooh them firom 
ns. Bat to yon, 1 thml^ we trace them heat Too seem to 
toe to b o - j ^u txnnabuh nostra France has always more 
or lees indneneed mamiers In Eoeland , and when yoxir foun* 
tarn u choked irp'snd poUnted, th® stream will not nm long, 
or not nin clear, with ua, or pdhape with any nabon. [Dus 
gires aD, Europe, m my opmion, but too close and connected 
a conoam m what is done m France- Excuse me, therefore, 
if I hare dwelt too long <m the atroaous spectacle of th® 
6th of October, 1780, or hare giren too much scope to tbe 
reflections which hare arisen m my mind on occasion of the 
most important of all rerolutiana, which mar be dated from 
that day, I mean ft rerohitian m sentnnenrs, manners, and 
moral opimon*. As tbmg* now stand, with everything 
fpectable destro y ed without ua, and an attempt to destroy 
within n* every pnnctplo of reflect, one is almost forced to 
apologue far lirboun^ the oomimra feelings of men 

■Why do I feel so difierehtly from the Berrrend Dr Pnce, 
and thoee of his lay flock who will choose to adopt the ecu* 
timants of Us dliscoarae f — For tits plain reoson— 'becau*? 

It ifl natnraJ 1 should , because w® are ft® made, a* to bo 
cflecied at smi spectacles with melancholy sentiments upon 
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tlie unstaWo condition of mortal prosperity, and the tre- 
mendous uncertainty of lunnan greatness ; because in those 
natural feelings we learn great lessons ; because iu events 
like these our passions instruct our reasoji ; because when 
Iriugs arc hurled from their thrones by the Supremo Direct- 
or of this great drama, and become the objects of insult to 
the base, and of pity to the good, we behold such disasters 
in the moral, ns 'vve should beiiold a miracle in the physical, 
order of tilings. AVc arc alarmed into rcllection; our minds 
(as it has long since been observed) arc purified by terror 
and pity ; our weak, unthinking pride is humbled under the 
dispensations of a my.stcrious wisdom. Some tears might 
be dr.awn from me, if such a .spectacle were exhibited o;i the 
stage. I should be trill}’ ashamed of finding in myself that 
superficial, theatric sense of ])aintcd distress, whilst I could 
exult over it in real life. A\^ith such a perverted mind, I 
could never venture to show my face at a tragedy. ' People 
would think the tears that Garrick formerly, or that Siddons 
not long since, have extorted from me, were tho tears of 
hypocrisy; I sliould know them to be the tears of foUy. 

Indeed the theatre is a better school of moral sentiments 
than churches, where the feelings of humanity arc thus out- 
r.aged. Poets who have to deal with an audience not yet 
graduated in the scliool of the rights of men, and who must 
apply themselves to tho moral constitution of the heart, 
would not dare to produce such a triumph as a matter of ex- 
ultation. There, where meu follow their natural impulses, 
they would not bear the odious maxims of a Machiiivelian 
policy, whether applied to the attainment of monarchical or 
democratic tyranny. They would reject them on tho modern, 
as they once did on the ancient stage, where they could not 
bear even the hypothetical proposition of such wickedness 
in the mouth of a personated tyrant, though suitable to the 
character he sustained, hfo theatric audience in Athens 
would bear what has been borne, in tho midst of the real tra- 
gedy of this trinmphal day ; a principal actor weighing, as it 
were in scales hung in a shop of horrors, — so much actual 
crime against so much contingent advantage, — and after put- 
ting in and out weights, declaring that the balance was on 
the side of the advantages. They would not bear to see the 
crimes of new democracy posted as in a ledger against the 
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cnmei of oM dwpotiBm, and the boot-keepew of politics 
findinff democracy still m debt, but by no meoni un^Ie or 
nnrrillW to pay the hnlanoe. In the theatre, the first m- 
tuitive gtance, Tntlxmt any olabortte proceae of rea»fmii:% 
■mil show, that tha method ofpoliticm oompntatiaii ttotiS 
jQitiff every extent of crime They would aee, that on 
pnnfflplsa, oren where the very worst acts were not perpe- 
trated, it was owing rather to the lortune of the oonspiratori, 
than to their parsimony m the expenditure of treachery and 
blood- They would soon sea, that cTnnmal means once toler- 
ated are soon preferred. They present a shorter cut to the 
object than through the highway of the moral virtaea. Jua- 
taiymg perfidy and murder fer pubhe benefit, public benefit 
wnnld soon become the preteit, and perfl^ and murder the 
end ; until rapacity, malice, roTun^ and fear more dreadfol 
thwTi revenge, could satiate their inaatiahle appetites. Such 
must be the cxmseiracncos of lomng, m tie splendour of 
these tnuxnphs of the n^tts of men, all natum sense of 
wToog and right 

But the reveren d pastor exults m tins " leading m tn 
innph,” because truly LcfuIb the Sixteenth was ** on arbitrary 
xBonarch," that is, tn other wor^, nertber more nor less 
than becanse he was Louis the fiixteeuth, and because be 
bid the misfortune to bo bom king of France, with tho pre- 
rogatirus of which, a long line of anceetors, and a long ao- 
^nieecenco of tho people, ^hoat any act of his, had pot hna 
in possession. A misfortrme it has indeed turned out to him, 
that he waa born, king of France But misfortime is not 
crime, nor is mdiscretiou alwaya the greateat guilt I shall 
DOTOT think that a pnnee, the acts of whose whole xeupi was 
a scoea of conccsaiotiB to hm subject*, who was wiDing to 
relax his sothonty, to retort hie prerogattres, to call his 
people to a share of freedom, not knxrwn, perhspe not de- 
sorecl, by thetr ancestors j such a pnneo, though ho fhould 
be snbjected to the common fimiltiea attajdied mm and to 
pnncea, though be should have once thought it nece ss ar y to 
pronde force OOTUist the desperate dMigw manifestly csiiy* 
TT^ on agamat his person, ana the Temnants of his autbon^ , 
thought this should be taken into consideration, I ahaD 6* 
led with great difficulty to think he daerres the cruel and 
inaalting tnnmph of Pom, and of Dr Pnoo. I tremblo fer 
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the cause of liberty, from such nn example to kings. I trem- 
l)le for the cause of humnuity, in the unpunished outrages of 
the most unclccd of mankind, lint, there are some people of 
that low and degenerate fasiiion of mind, that tlicy look up 
with a sort of comi>laceni awe and admiration 1 o kings, who 
know to keep firm in tlmir sent, to hold a strict linnd over 
their subjects, to assert their prerogative, and, by the awaken- 
ed vigilance of a severe despotism, to guard against the very 
first approaches of freedom. Against such as these they 
never elevate their voice. Deserters from principle, listed 
with fortune, they never see any good in suflbring virtue, 
nor au}* crime in prosperous usurpation. 

If it could have been made clear to me, that the kiu^ and 
queen of I'r.ance (these I me.an who were such before the 
triumph) were incxor.ablo .and cruel tyrants, that they had 
formed a deliberate scheme for massacring the j^Tational 
Assembly, (I think I have seen something like the latter in- 
smuated'in certain publicntions,) I should think their c.ap- 
ti\*ity just. If this be true, much more ought to have been 
done", but done, in my opinion, in another manner. The 
punishment of real tyrants is a noble and awful act of jus- 
tice ;.and it has with truth been said to be consolatory to the 
human mind. But if I were to punish a wicked king, 1 should 
regard the dignitj' in avenging the crime. Justice is grave 
and decorous, and in its punishments rather seems to submit 
to a necessity, than to make a choice. Had Hero, or Agrip- 
pina, or Louis the Eleventh, or Charles the Hinth, been 
the subject ; if Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, after the 
murder, of Patkul, or his predecessor Christina, after the 
mimder of Monaldeschi, had fallen into your hands, Sir, or 
into mine, I am sure our conduct would have been diSerent. 

If the Erench king, orldngof the Erench, (or by whatever 
name he is Icnown in the new vocabulary of your constitu- 
tion,) has in his own person, and that of his queen, really 
deserved these unavowed, but unavenged, murderous at- 
tempts, and those frequent indignities more cruel than 
murder, such a person would iU deserve even that subor- 
dinate executory trust, which I understand is to be placed in 
him ; nor is ho fit to' be called chief in a nation which he 
has outraged and oppressed. A worse choice for such an 
office in a new commonwealth, than that of a deposed 

2 A 2 
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tyxtmt, conld not pocnblj be made. Bat to degrede and m- 
iolt a man ft* the irortt of cnminala, and aftenrardi to 
truat bim in yoor higbert concerns, as a Cuthfol, boneat, and 
aealcra# »©rrant, i» not conairtent with reafonmtf, nor prndent 
in polity, noT »sfe in practice Thoee ^rbo ooafd mate inch 
an appombnant moit m of a more fla^pant brosci of 

troBt than any they hare jet committed agamit tho people. 
Ai thu u tM only onme m which your leading poiraci^ 
oonld hare acted mconuitently, 1 eoi^ude that there u no 
sort of grotind for thcao homd mainostiona. I think no 
bettor of all tbe other calamnioe. 

In “Rn gUnd , we eiTO no credit to them. "We are generona 
enemies i wo are mthfal ailica We ipom from ns with 
disgust and indignatiaa the alandfira of thoae who bring us 
their anecdotea with tbo attertation of the flowor-de-lnce 
on their shoulder We hare Lord Qoorge Gordon fast m 
Newgate , and neither his being a pahbo proselyte to Juda- 
lam, nor hanng, tfi hts atol agamst catholic pnesta and 
aB sorts of eooleawica, nuaed a mob (eumse the teniv 
a itiU m aae here) which polled down iB oar pnaona, hare 
preaerred to him a Ubeny, of which be did not render 
him^wlf worthy by a nrtuons nae of it. We hare rebtdlt 
Newgate, and tenanted the manmou. We hare pnsons al* 
molt os stroim as tbe Bastile, for those who dare to Ifbel 
the queens of Frener In this spmtual retreat, lot tho 
noble libeller reniain- Lot him there meditate on his Thai, 
mnd, until he learns a conduct more becoming his hirth and 
porta, and not so dugracofril to tbe ancient rebgion to which 
be has become a proselyte , or nntQ some persons frqm your 
ode of the water, to please your new Hebrew brrthr^ shall 
ransom him. He may than beenabled to purchase, wi& tbs 
(dd hoards of the synogt^ne, and a toit tmali poundage on 
the long compound interest of the thirty pieces of s3rer, 
(Dr Pnoe bus shown us what miradcs compound interest 
wiE perform in 1790 years,) tho lands which are lately dis- 
coTored to hare beoa nsurped by tho Gallican church. Send 
ns your ^pish archbishiro of Pans, and wo will send you 
our Protertant Bobbin. We tball treat the person you send 
os in exdiau^ like a gentleman and an bouest man, as he 
jB , but pray let him bring with him tho fond of bis hoepi- 
tabty, bounty, and chanty , and, depend upon it, we bmU 
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never confiscate a shilling of that honourable and pious fund, 
nor think of enricliing the treasury witli tho spoils of the 
poor-box. 

To tell you the truth, my dear Sir, I tliinlc tljo honour of 
our nation to be somewhat ooncerned in the disclaimer of 
the proceedings of this society of the Old .Tewr}' a)id the 
London Tavern. I have no man’s proxy. I B])Cak onl)' for 
myself, when I disclaim, as I do with all possible c.arncstness, 
all communion with the actors in that triumph, or with the 
admirers of it. 'When I assert anything else, as concerning 
the people of England, I s])oak from observation, not from 
authority ; but 1 .speak from the experience I have had in a 
pretty extensive and mixed communication until the inhabit- 
ants of this kingdom, of all descriptions and ranks, and after 
a course of attentive observation, began early in life, and 
continued for nearly forty years. T have often been aston- 
ished, considering tliat we arc divided from you but by a 
slender dyke of about twenty-four miles, and that the mutual 
intercourse between the tivo countries has lately been very 
great, to find how little you seem to know of ns. I suspect 
that this is owing to your forming a judgment of this nation 
from certain publications, which do, very erroneously, if they 
do at all, represent the opinions and dispositions generally 
prevalent in England. The v.auity, restlessness, petulance, 
and spirit of intrigue, of several petty cabals, who attempt 
to hide their total want of consequence in bustle and noise, 
and puffing, and mutual quotation of each other, makes you 
imagine that our contemptuous neglect of their abilities is a 
mark of general acquiescence in their opinions. No such 
thing, I assure yon. Because half a dozen grasshoppers luider 
a fern make tho field ring -with their importunate chink, 
ybilst thousands of great cattle, reposed beneath tho shadow 
of the British oak, chew the cud and are sfient, pray do not 
imagine that those who make the noise are the only inhabit- 
ants of the field ; that, of course, they are many in number ; 
or that, after all, they are other than the little, shrivelled, 
meagre, hopping, though loud and troublesome, insects of 
the hour. 

I almost venture to affirm, that not one in a hundred 
amongst us participates in the “ triumph ” of the Bevolution 
Society. If the king and queen of I’rance, and their chil- 
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dren, 'wwe to fall Into our hands hy the chance of war, m 
the moat acnmomoni of all ho*tfliti£«, (I deprecate each an 
erent, I deprecate aa A hoetDitj^ thor would^ treated 'with 
another eort of tnuMhal entry mto London- TTe formerly 
bare had a king of France m that artnation t yon hare re^ 
bow be ■wni trrated by the Tictor in the field , and m what 
maimer he waa afterward! received m Englfmil Pour hun- 
dred yean have Mne orwr na, but I behere we are not 
materially changed aince that period- Thanka to our anllm 
refinance to innovation, thonka to the oold ■loggiahneea of our 
national diaracte^ ■we atill bear the atamp of our forefatbera. 
We have not (aa I conoave) lort the generomty and digmty 
of thmkmg of the fourteenth century , nor aa yet have we 
auhtilucd onnelToa into taviu^ Vfe are not the convert! 
of Bouasean , we are not the maaplea of Yoltaire , IlelTotiua 
has TTHidft no progreM umongat na, Atheuta are not onr 
preachera , madmen are not onr lawgiver!. We know that 
«» have made no dnoorenet, and we thmk that no du- 
covenea are to be made, m morality , nor many m the neat 
pnneiplea of government, nor in tbe ideu of liberty, 'wmeh 
were ondentood long before 'we were bom, alto^her u 
well ai they 'will be after tbe grave baa heaped mould 
■Qpon onr preeumptioii, and the a3cnt tomb ihaD hare im- 
poaed ita law on our pert loquacity In England we have 
not yet been complete^ embowellea of our 'natural entraiU j 
we vtill feel withm na, and we cherub and enltrrate, thoae 
inbred aenbmenta whiA are the Cuthful guardiana, the ao- 
tive monitoTB of our duty, tbe true aupportara of all liberal 
and manly morals. We nave not been drawn and truiwed, 
m order that wo may be filled, like stnfied bird* m a ma»eain, 
with chaff and rags and paltry blurred ihreda of paper about 
tbe right! of mm- We prewTre the whole of onr feehngi, 
ftHl natiT© and entbo, nmophntiooted by pedantry and inJ- 
deh^ We hare real heart* of fleah ami blood beating in 
ODT boeom*. We fear God , tvo look op with awe to king* } 
with affeebon to parliament*, with duty to magutratea, 
with reremioe to pneeta, and with reapect to nobility* 

t ‘xie PnfUA ut, I eoacetre, mkreprcKfiled la * biter pobHilwd b 
one td tbe paper*, a pmtltmn tboaibl to be a d b w iUm mbittn' — 
Wbea wiltfaf to Dr Piiee of the fpirit -which prerafli at Pub. ho aajw 
' Tbe rphiloftbe pcopU b thb place ha* iboJlahrd all tbe pTwi 
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"Wliy ? Because ^Yl^en such ideas arc brought hcforc our 
miuds, it is natural to he so nflecied; hociiusc all other feel- 
ings are false and spurious, and tend to corrupt our minds, 
to vitiate our primary morals, to render us unlit for rational 
liberty ; and by teaching us a servile, licentious, and aban- 
doned insolence, to be our low sport for a few holidays, to 
make us perfectly fit for, and jusll}’ desernng of, slavery', 
through the whole course of our lives. 

Ton sec, Sir, that in this enlightened age I am bold enough 
to confess, that we are generally men of untaught feelings ; 
^ that instead of casting away all our old prejudices, we cherish 
’ them to a very consider.ible degree, and, to take more shame 
to ourselves, we cherish them because they arc prejudices; 
and the longer they have lasted, and the more generally they 
have prevailed, the more we cherish them. "We arc afraid to 
put men to live and trade each on his own jirivato stock of 
reason ; because we suspect that this stock in each man is 
small, and that the individuals would do better to avail them- 
selves of the gencr.al bank and capital of nations and of ages. 
Many of our men of speculation, instead of exploding general 
prejudices, employ their sagacity to discover the latent ndsdom 
which prevails in them. If they find what they seek, and 
they seldom fail, they think it more wise to continue the 
prejudice, with the reason involved, than to cast away the 
coat of prejudice, and to leave nothing but the naked reason; 
because prejudice, with its reason, has a motive to give action 
to that reason, and an afl’cetion which will give it permanence. 
Prejudice is of ready application in the emergency ; it pre- 
viously engages the mind in a steady course of wisdom and 
virtue, and does not leave the man hesitating in the moment 
of decision, sceptical, ■puzxled, and unresolved. Prejudice 
renders a man’s virtue his habit ; and not a series of uncon- 
nected acts. Through just prejudice, his duty becomes a part 
of his nature. 

Your literary mei^ and your politicians, and so do the 
whole clan of the enlightened among us, essentially differ in 

tions which the hing and nobles had usurped in their minds ; whether they 
talk of the Icing, the noble, or the priest, their whole language is that of the 
most enlightened and -liberal amongst the English.” If this gentlemtm 
means to confine the terms enlightened and liberal to one set of men in 
England, it may he tme. It is not generally so. 
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thete point*, Th^ tare no retpect for the nudom of 
otheri , but they pay it off Tiy a Ycry full measnre of con- 
fldenco m then* own. "With them rt u o suffiaent motive to 
doetroy on old tcheme of things, because it is en old one. As 
to the new, they are m no sort of fear with regard to the 
duration of a building run op m haste ; betauBO duration is 
no object to those who thmk little or nothing has been done 
before tbeir tune, and who place aD their heroes m discovery 
They conctJVB, Tory systematically, that aU things whicii give 
perpetuity are tnisdnerous, and uierefore they ate at inexpi- 
able war with all establahmenla They thinV that gorem- 
ment may vary like modes of drees, and with as hnle ill 
effect tlmt thm needs no prmmple of attachment, except a 
eense of present conTenienoy, to any constitiitiim of the state 
They always speak as if they were of cromion that there is a 
imgnlar species of compact between them and thtnr magis- 
trates, which binds the magistrate, but which has nothing 
recroroeal in it, but that the mojeety of tbe people has a right 
to ansolTO it without any reason, bnt its wilL Their attach- 
ment to their country itself is only so fer as it agree* with 
some of their deeting projects) it begms and ends with that 
scheme of polity which fsiU m with their momentary opunom 
These doctrmes, or rather eentanents, seem preralent with 
your new ststesmetn. But they ore wholly diflerent from 
those on which we have always acted in this country 

I hear it is sometunes given out in France, that whah is 
domg omoM you is after the example of England. I beg 
leare to amnn, that ocarcoly anything done with you has 
originated from the practice or the prevalent opinions of this 
people, either m the act or in the spurt of the proceeding 
Let me add, that we are as unwilling to lesm thete lessons 
from France, as we are sure that we never taught them to 
that nation. The cabals here, who take a sort of share m 
your transactions, as yet conaist of but a handful of people. 
If unfortunately by their intngnca, thenx sermons, tbeir pub- 
iKationi, and by a confldenco omred from an eip^ed union 
with the counims and forces of the French nation, they should 
draw considerable numbers into their faction, and in conto- 
quence shoold seriously attempt anything hero in Imitation 
of what has been done with you, tho event, 1 dare venture to 
prophesy, will be, that, with some trouble to tbetr country, 



iir,voLi'Tio>' IK rn.vKCE. 


3G1 


tlicy will soon nccomplisli tlicir owti dostructiou. This people 
reluscd to change their law in remote ages from respect to 
the infallibility of ]) 0 ))cs ; and they will not now alter it from 
a pious implicit faith in the dogmatism of philosophers; 
though the former was armed with the anathema and crusade, 
and thouglv the latter should act with the libel and the 
lamp-iron. 

Ponucrly your atlairs wore your own concern only. We 
felt for them as men ; hut we kept aloof from them, heenuso 
we were not cili/.ens of I'Vanco. Hut when we see the model 
held up to ourselves, we must feel as Englishmen, and feel- 
ing, wc must pro\*idc as Englishmen. Your atfairs, in sjiito 
of us, are made a part of our interest ; so far at least as to 
keep at a distance your panacea, or your plague. If it ho a 
panacea, wc do not want it. Wc know the consequences of 
unnecessary physic. If it he a plague, it is such a plague 
that the precautions of the most severe quarantine ought to 
he established against it. 

I hoar on all hands that a cabal, calling itself philosophic, 
receives the glory of many of the late procecdui^ ; and that 
their opinions and systems are the true actuating spirit of 
the whole of them. I have heard of no party in England, 
literary or political, at any time, knoini by such a descrip- 
tion. It is not with you composed of those men, is it? 
whom the mlgar, in their blunt, homely style, commonly call 
atheists and infidels ? If it be, I admit that wc too have had 
writers of that description, who made some noise, in their day. 
At present they repose in lasting oblmon. Who, born ivith- 
in the last fort)' years, has read one word of Collins, and 
Toland, and Tindal, and Chubb, and INIorgan, and that whole 
race who called themselves Erecthinkers ? YTio now reads 
Bolingbroke ? AVho ever read him through ? Ask the book- 
sellers of London what is become of all these lights of the 
world. In as few years their few successors will go to the 
family vault of “ all the Cap\ilets.” But whatever they were, 
or are, with us, they were and are wholly unconnected in- 
dividuals. With us they kept the common nature of their 
kind, and were not gregarious, ThO}'- never acted in corps, 
or were known as a faction lu the state, nor presumed to 
infl.ueuco in that name or character, or for the purposes of 
such a faction, on any of our public concerns. , Whether they 
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ongtt #0 to oiitt, and ao bo permitted to act, u another 
qocrtioiL Aj inch cabala have not enated in 'Rng lHnil, » 
neither haa the imrit of them had any inflaonce m eatabhih- 
ing the original iriime of our conititntion, or in any one of 
the aoToral reparationa and improrwnenU it haa nndergnne. 
Ihe whole haa boen done nnw the aufpioea, and m con- 
firmed hj the aanctiona, of religion and pie^ The whole 
haa emanated from the aimplicrty of onr national character, 
and .from a aort of native plamiim and direetneei of nnder- 
atanding, which for a long tune aharaotenxed thoae men who 
hare ancccaeirely obtained authority amongrt ua, Thu da- 
poiition atiQ remaioa i at leaat in the great b^r of the people. 

“We know, and what la bettor, we feel inwardly, tiat 
religton u the baaia of aril society, and the ttxiroe of ^ good 
andTof all oomfort* In England we are to convinced of this, 
that tiiere la no mat of iupcratitioii, with which the accumn- 
lated abaurdity of the homan mind might bare crusted it 
OTcrinthecoaraeofagea,thatmDeW nine in a hundred of the 
people of woold not preftr to impiety TVe ahaH 

nerer be tn^iooU aa to call m an enemy to the snbftanee 
of any lystom to remore its oomiptiODi, to supply ita defects, 
or to perfect ita conatmctioiL Ii onr religious tenets ihonld 
erer want a i^her eloodetum, we ahall sot call on atheum 
to explain theun "W© shall not light up our teraple from 
.that unhallowed fire It will be fllnminatrd with other lights. 
It will bo perfumed with other mcense, than the infe^ous 
'ituff which 18 imported by the amugglers of ndolterated 
metaphyiioa. If our eecfema»bcal eetablishment ■>wTnl<^ 
want a rennoii, it ii not avance or rapacity, pubbe or pnTite, 
that we ihall employ for the aodrt, or receipt, or appucatkin 
of ita oonaeemted rerenoa. Viol^tly condemning neitbor 
the Greek nor the Armenian, nor, since heat* are rabtided, 
the Eoroan mtem of religion, we prefer the Protortant, not 
becauAe we think it has leas o( the Ohriatian religion in it, 

> 8 U ifltar hoo tb tnlbo pomtsTnii cMbnx, domlnoa ocasim 
i i ^ ii iM to modmtom, deo< , etqne, qov gcrtntar eonua ftri tI, dltkfifli 
•e "ttwiIm ; eotdemqoe oodjos da srocn Imaianin mjr tri | el qoatif 
goteoe dt, quid 14^ qtdd in n admltUt, qnt maHo, q«a plMtU coUl 
tnturi I ptaran ct faopiona liaben itlkawn. IlbeslaTvbM 
hotnlJi iDcntMtaoil wo* abhombontab tthi et i ten HmattU. Qo. 

d« l^gibw, L i. 
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but because, in our jiulgmcnt it bas wore.- 

testants not from indiflerence, but Ironwo.ii. 

We ki, and it is our pride to know, that uinn by In 
constitution a rcbgious nnl.nnl; ti.ni n beism is ngnm^t. on 

only our reason, but our instincts; and Ibat it r.innn. i n \nil 

loni But if, in tbe moment of not. and in n dnmkeu 
delirium from tbe hot spirit drawn out of the nli’inbm oflMdl. 
which in France is now so furiously Imiliii-.: we .should tin- 
cover our nakedness, by throwing olf th.at Cltri^tmn re t-ton 
which has hitherto been our boast and comfort, and one- 
great source of civilization among.-=l ns, and among-t m.-iti) 
other nations, we are apprehensive (being well an .ire th.m 
tbe mind will not endure a void) that some uiu-nutii. p-.-rmri- 
ous, hnd degrading superstition might take place of it, 

• For that reason, before wc take from our cstnblhhtne’it 
tbe natural, human means of estimation, and give it up to 
contempt, as you have done, and in doing it have ineurrctl 
tbe penalties you well deserve to sutler, we desire that soam 
other may be presented to us in the place of it. We thnll 
then form our judgment. 

On these ideas, instead of quarrelling witli c.^iablishment*', 
as some do, who have made a pliilosojiby and a n-liLuna of 
their hostility to such institutioms, wc cleave closely to them. 
We are resolved to keep an established church, an e«tahli.-h'‘d 
monarchy, an established aristocracy, and an cstabli'^hed de- 
mocracy, each in the degree it exists, and in no greater. T 
shall show you presently how much of each of these r.'e p'js- 

oaoo • 


sess. 


It has been the misfortune (not, a.= these gentlemen 
it, the glory) of this age, that everj'thing is to he di-^c 
as if the constitution of our couutrv' were to he alw 
subject rather of altercation, than eniovinent. I'or 
reason, as well as for the satisfaction of tliose ntnon" vr 
any such you have among you) who may wish to pfe 

trouble you with a few thou«!d 
^ch of these estohhshments. I do not think thev\ ' 
mse lu ancient Some, who, when they wished to new^ 

i-itst, I beg leave to apeak of our ebuteh cstabliel 
rst 01 our prejudices, not a prejudice des: 


which is the ; 



ssTLsanom ojr rnu 


a02 

oug^)t 90 to exut, BDd » be pennitted to act, b Another 
qoettioa. As SQch cabala hayo not exuted in England, to 
satber ba* tbe apint of thorn had tnj inSoenco m oatAblifb- 
ing tbo ongmal mime of onr constrtution, or m anj on© of 
the •oreral reparation* and improyg m aata It ha* undergone. 
Tbe vholo hu been done under the anipiocs, and b coO' 
finned hy the eanctiona, of rdJgion and piety Tbe whole 
has omanited from tbe aimpUcrty of our national character, 
end from a toH of nabre ptamneee and directnen of under^ 
ftnnding, wbioh for a long tune diametemed tboee taen who 
hare aucoemrely obtain^ authority amongit us. This dis* 
poaitioai atm renraini , at least in thegrmtbodr of the people 
Wo know, and what u botfar, wo feel inwardly, tiat 
rebgion is the basis of cmlsooe^,and thesouree ofugood 
and of all oomfort.^ In England we are to conmeed of thia, 
that there u no nut of snperetiticc, with whiiih tbe aeemno- 
lated abrordity of tbe human mind might hare crusted it 
orer m tbo course of ages, that mneW'nino in a bondred of the 
people of England would not jpnfer to unple^ 'W‘e ihoil 
nerer be roa fools as to coll in as enemy to the rabstacce 
of any ty it em to remore ft* corruptioiu, to supply it» defect^ 
or to perfect it* oonstruction. Ifoorreligiou* tenet* ihonld 
erer want a further elaadatian, we ahall not call on atbchnn 
to explain them. "Wo ■hall not light up our temple from 
unhallowed fire. It will be iIlaminatTO with other light*, 
win beperfomed with other mccnae, than tho infectiotu 
ff which fi imported W the •mugger* of adulterated 
metaphysics If our cccief i ostical estahluhment thoold 
want a reruicm, it is not arance or rapacity, public or pnTato, 
that we shall employ for tbo audit, or receipt, or application 
of its oonseciated reronue. Violently condemning nother 
the Greek nor tbe Anneoian, nor, tmee beats ore lohsided, 
the Eoman srstem of religion, wo prefea* tbe Proteatant ; not 
bccaoie we tKlnk it has lesa of toe Ohnstun rchgion m it, 

* BU IgduT boa tb blUo panroacom drOms, dominM cm omaisat 
tennn ae modenioca, <ko« } qua lemtitr, eoram foi tI, ditkw, 

•enamliMi eoadcisqaa ovUma da fcnen bc r mlii oni mnwii ciqualt* 
dt, qeld y t, qsid in aa admlttat, qua ntrala, qaa pletaif eokt 
rdirvixMi bttoarii pioi™ at iarpVimjabilmnnQoaa. Hla edsi rate* 
InMUB Bxstaa haod acM abhambimt ab mUi e< 1 len anfoaUa. Qe. 
de Le^tmi, LX 
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but because, in our iudgiucnt, it bns more. "We ace Pro- 
testants, not from iu^ifleronce, but from zeal. 

"We know, and it is our pride to know, tliat man is b}' bis 
constitution a religious animal ; iliat atheism is against, not 
only our reason, but our instincts ; and that it cannot prevail 
long. But if, in the moment of riot, and in a drunken 
delirium from the hot spirit drawn out of the alembic of hell, 
■which in Prance is now so furiously boiling, we should un- 
cover our nakedness, by throwing oif that Christian religion 
which has hitherto been our boast and comfort, and one 
great source of civilization amongst us, and amongst many 
other nations, we are apprehensive (being well awaro that 
the mind u*ill not endure a void) that some imcouth, pernici- 
ous, and degrading superstition might talco place of it. 

Por that reason, before 'U'c take from our establishment 
the natural, human means of estimation, atid give it up to 
contempt, as you have done, and in doing it have incurred 
the penalties you well deserve to suller, we desire that some 
other may be presented to us in the place of it. We shall 
then form our judgment. 

On these ideas, instead of quarrelling mth establishments, 
ns some do, who have made a philosophy and a religion of 
their hostility to such institutions, we cleave closely to them. 
We arc resolved to keep an established chnrch, an established 
monarchy, an established aristocracy, and an established de- 
mocracy, each in the degree it exists, and in no greater. I 
shall show you presently how much of each of these wc pos- 
sess. 

It has been the misfortune (not, as these gentlemen think 
it, the glory) of this age, that everything is to he discussed, 
as if the coustitution of our country were to he always a 
subject rather of altercation, than enjoyment. Por this 
reason, as well as for the satisfaction of those among you (if 
any such you have among you) who may •svish to profit of 
examples, I venture to trouble you -svitb a few tbougbts upon 
each of these establishments. I do not think they were un- 
wise in ancient Borne, -who, when they -wished to new-model 
their laws, set commissioners to examine the best constituted 
republics within their reach. 

Pirst, I beg leave to speak of our church estahlishinent, 

. which is the &st of our prejudices, not a prejudice destitute 
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of rwon, Irat mrolm^ m it pnrforaid and eite nnre wiedom 
I fpeak of it fint. It u fint, and last, and Tmdst m our 
mmds. For, taking girrand on that religion* system, of 
which WB are now in poweanon, we contmue to act on the 
early received and raufonnly continued aeuBe of mankmi 
That sense not only, like a wise architect, hath built up the 
august fibno of itatea, but like a jurondent propnotor, to 
pTeeerre the stnirtore from profanation and nnn, ax a sao^ 
temple purged from all the impimbea of fraud, and violence, 
and mjnstice, end tynumv, bath aolcmnly and for ever eonae- 
crated the commouwealtu, and all that officiate in it. Thi* 
oonaecration is made, that all who adnmnater in the govere* 
ment of men, in whi^ th^ atand m the penon of God him- 
aelfi abould have high ana worthy notion* of them function 
and dettinahon, tb^ their hope ahonld be full of immor- 
tality , that they ihould not look to the peltry pelf of the 
moment, nor to the temporary and trannent praiie of the 
TulgBT, but to a solid, permanent exutenea, m tbs permanent 
pari 01 their nature, and to a permanent fiune and glorv, in 
the example they leare a* a nett inhmtanfte to the world. 

Sooh fubUme pnncipld* oo^t to be m 5 i*ed into pereoni 
of exalted ntuations , and rel^ooa eatablbihmenta provided, 
that may continnally renve and enforce them. Every •ort 
of moral, every aort of cml, every sort of poLtac institution, 
aiding the rational and natural tie* that connect the human 
nndentandmg and afiectiont to the divine, are not more than 
neceeaary, m order to build up that wcmdeTfal irtmcture, 
Man, wbo*e prerogatiTO it ia, to be in a great de g ree a 
creature of his own makiug, and who, when made as he 
ought to be made, i* dettined to bold no tnnal place in the 
CTtttion. Bnt whenever man i* put over men, as the better 
nature ought ever to preaide, m that ca»e more particularly, 
he should as nearly as poMiblo be appreedmatea to hi* per- 
fection. ^ 

The consecration of the itate, by a state religion* e*tab- 
liahmsit, 1* neceiaary also to operate with a wboloaome awe 
upon firee citiien* j because, m order to secure tbeir freedom, 
they mtxit eujcy some detenninate portion of povrer 
them therefore a religion connected with the »tat^ and with 
tbmr doty towards it, becomes oven more nectwtary than in 
Buch sooetiea, where the people, by the terms of thcir sub- 
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jection, are conlined to private sentiments, and the manage- 
ment of their own family concerns. All persons possessing 
any portion of power ought to he strongly and awfully im- 
pressed with an idea that they act in trust : and that they 
are to account for their conduct in that trust to the one 
great Master, Author, and Poimder of society. 

This principle ought even to be more strongly impressed 
upon the minds of those who compose the collective sove- 
reignty, than upon those of single princes. Without instru- 
ments, these princes can do nothing. Whoever uses mstru- 
ments, in finding helps, finds also impediments. Their ^ower 
is therefore by no means complete ; nor are they safe m ex- 
treme abuse. Such persons, however elevated by flattery, 
arrbgance, and self-opinion, must he sensible, that, whether 
covered or not by positive law, in some way or other they 
are accountable even here for the abuse of their trust. If 


they are not cut off by a rebellion of their people, they may 
be staingled by the very janissaries kept for their security 
against ^ other rebellion. Thus we have seen the king of 
France sold by his soldiers for an increase of pay. But - 
where popular authority is absolute and unrestrained, the 
people have an infinitely greater, because a far better found- 
ed, confidence in their own power. They are thems'elves, in 
a great, measure, their own instruments. They are nearer to 
their objects. Besides, they are less under responsibility to 
one of the greatest controlling powers on earth, the sense of 
fame and estimation. The share of infamy, that is likely to 


fall to the lot of each individual in public acts, is small 
indeed ; the operation of opinion being in the inverse ratio 
to the number of those who abuse power. Their own appro- 
bation of their own acts has to them the appearance of a 
public judgment in their favour. A perfect democracy is 
therefore the most shameless thing in the world. As it is 
the most shameless, it is also the’ most fearless. No man 


apprehends in his person that he can be made subject to 
punishment. Certainly the people at large never ought : for 
as all punishments are for example towards the conservation 
of the people at large, the people at large c^ never become 
the subject of punishment by any hunian hand.* It is there- 
fore of infinite importance that they should not be suffered 


* Quicquid multis peccatur iiiultem. 
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to nnflgme that therr wiIL anj more tlmn ttat of kmgt, » 
the ftaiidard of ngbt *aaa Tmmg They cught to bo per- 
BTiflded that the/ ire full u little entitle^ and far Iob goa- 
lifled, Tnth lafety to thennelTiei, to nae any arbitrary power 
•whatioeTer , that therefore they are not, under a falie ihoir 
of liber^, bnt in tmtb, to eiereiM an imnatnial, niTarted 
dommatiou, tyrannically to omot, fitmi thoee who olEciate in 
the itato, not an entiro dovotion to tberr m tei pg t, irhicji u 
their n^htj bat an object eobmarion to tbeir occaccmal irill , 


ooncateni^ ol cnaracter , wmirt by the Terr wme prooew 
they giTB tbameclTea up o proper, a imtabla, bnt a moit 
contemptibla prey to the letrile ambition of popolar’Byoo 
pbnnti, or coi^y flatter an 

When the people hare emptied themaelvei of aU the Inct 
of wlfltb wiU, which without robgicin it n nttoTly impoeivble 
th^ erer ihould, when they ire eonaooua that wr ex- 
erctfe, and exercise perhaps in a higher link of tho oraer of 
dele^bon, the power, wl^ to legitunate most be a«- 
eording to that eternal, uninntable 1^, in which will and 
reason are the same, they will be more carefol how they 
plica power m base snd incapable hands In thetr nonnna- 
tion to office, th^ wiE not ippomt to the exeroje of author- 
ity, as to a pihftil job, bat a* to a holy funehon i not accord- 
ing to thei sordid, selfish mtoroit, nor to thfnr wanton 
caprice, nor to tbeir arbitrary *31. but th^ will conler 
that power (which any mm may well tremble to gire or to 
receire) on those only, in whom they may dneem that pre- 
dommant proportion of achre Tirtne and wisdom, taken 


together and fitted to the charge, tuoh, u m the great and 
uraritable mixed moa of human impexfections and infinpi- 
bes, 11 to be found. 

"When they are hahituilly eonrinoed that no eril can be 
acceptable, ertber m the ecc or Uie pennMeiaii, to him whoso 
CMcnce IS good, they will be bettor able to extirpate out of 
tho mmds of all magistiatet, cml, ecdciiastictl, or nnlitary, 
anything that bear* the least reaemblanco to a proud uw 
lawleai domination. 

But one of the first and most leading principles on which 
the cororoanwrelth and the laws are consecrated, is lest the 
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tcmpornry possessors and life-renters in it, unmindful of 
what they have received from their ancestors, or of what is 
due to their posterity, ahovild act ns if they were the entire 
masters ; that they sliould not thinlc it among their riglits to 
cut off the entail, or commit Avaste on tlic inheritance, by 
destroying at their pleasure the whole original fabric of their 
society ; hazarding to leave to those who come after them a 
ruin instead of an habitation — and teaching these successors 
ns little to respect their contrivances, ns tliey liad themselves 
respected the institutions of their forefathers. By this un- 
principled facility' of changing the stato as often, aJid as much, 
and in as many ways, as there arc floating fancies or fashions, 
the whole chain and continuit}’’ of the commonwealth would 
be broken. No one generation could link with the other. 
Men Avould become little better than the flies of a summer. 

And first of all, the science of iurisprudcncc, tho pride of 
the human intellect, which, nnth all its defects, redundancies, 
and errors, is the collected reason of ages, combining tho 
principles of original justice with tho infinite variety of 
human concerns, as a heap of old exploded errors, would be 
no longer studied. Personal self-sufficiency and arrogance 
(tho certain attendants upon all those who have never ex- 
perienced a wisdom greater than their own) would usurp the 
tribunal. Of course no certain laAVS, establishing invariable 
grounds of hope and fear, would keep the actions of men in 
a certain course, or direct them to a certain end. Nothing 
stable in the, modes of holding property, or exercising func- 
tion, could form a solid ground on which any parent could 
speculate in the education of his offspring, or in a choice for 
their future establishment in the world. No principles 
would be early worked into the habits. As soon ns the most 
able instructor had completed his laborious course of institu- 
tion, instead of sending forth his pupil, accomplished in a 
Aurtuous discipline, fitted to procure him attention and re- 
spect, in his place in society, he would find everything alter- 
ed ; and that he had turned out a poor creature to the con- 
tempt and derision of the world, ignorant of the true grounds 
of estimation. "Who would insure a tender and delicate sense 
of honour to beat almost with the first pulses of the heart, 
.when no man could know what would be the test of honour 
in a nation, continually varying the standard of its coin? 
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No part of life ^roald retain its teqmsxfiong. Barbamm 
■mth regard to laence and htemture, tuatilfhltiesa Tith re- 
gard to art* and mannloctiirea, wonld mfklUblj- tucceed to 
too want of a eteidj educobon and oettled pnnapl®, and 
thiM tl>e commonwealth itaelf would, m s few penerafaoni, 
crumble away, be diaconnected mto the dn*t and powder of 
mdmdtmlity, and at length dwpcrwed to bH the wmdf of 
beavem 

To arojd therefiiro the ot 3 « of mconrtaney and TBraatilifj-, 
ten tbouaand timea worae tlwn those of obstmaej and the 
bbndeat prgadice, we have conaecrated the atate, that no 
man ahcnud approach to look into ita defecta or cormptiona 
but with doe caution , that ho ahoold norer dream of oegin- 
nmg jta reformation by ita aubrumon , that be ahoold ap- 
proach to the tanita of the atate as to the wounds of a father, 
with piotu awe and trembling eoheitnde. Br thia wise pre- 
jodiee wo are tooght to look with hamrron toose children of 
tbeir country, who are prompt nahlj toh&ok that aged parent 
m pieeea, and pot hun uto the kettle of magloana, m hopes 
that b/ their poiaonons weeda, end wild ineantationi, 
mar regenerate the patemai cooftitntion, end mortUo their 
iatner’a life. 

Booetf » indeed a ponbiict. Babordinate eontraet* for ob- 
jecti of mere occasional intereat maj be dnaolred at pleoiuro 
—hot the atate ought not to be ct/midered dm notbmg better 
than a pcrtuerihip agreement in a trade of pepper and coffee, 
calico or tobacco, or tome other each low ccmccm, to be taken 
up for a little temporary intereat- and to be drsaolTcd by the 
fancy oftbeperhea. Itiitobelootedonwithotherreverence, 
because it » not a pertnerahip in tlnngi aubaement only to 
tbe groes animal esntence of a temporaiy and peruhable na- 
ture. It 11 apartnership mallacionce, apartnerahipin aHort, 
apartnerahip in evtqry mtue, and m aD proection Aa tbeends 
01 snob a partnerihlp cannot be obtain^ m many gencrafaoni, 
it becomea a partnerabip not only between thoie who are 1it- 
mgjbut between thoee who are bring, thoee who are dead, and 
tboae who are to be born. Ba^ contract of each parbcnlar 
state la but a dauae mthe great pnmwral contract ofeternaf 
society, Imkmg tbe lower wiOi tne higher natures, connect- 
ing the Tiiible and invisible worid, oecordmg to a flied com- 
pact nneboned by tbe inviolable oath which heddi all phy»*- 
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each in their appointed place, 
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of renson, and ordc - id fruitful peni- 
tence, into tlio anta,^ . discord, vice, 

confusion, and unavail. ' 

These, my dear Sir, ai -, i think, long will be, 

the sentiments of not the ..oc Jearued and reflecting part 
of this kingdom. _ They, ivho arc included in this descrip- 
tion, form their opinions on such grounds ns such jicrsons 
ought to form them. The less inquiring receive them from an 
authority, which those whom Proi-ideuce dooms to live on 
trust need not bo ashamed to rely on. These two sorts of 
men move in the same direction, though in a different place. 
They both move with the order of the universe. They aU 
Icnoiv or feel this great ancient truth : “ Quod iUi principi et 
prfflpotenti Deo qui omnera himc mundum regit, nihil eorum 
qufe quideni fiant in terris acceptius quam concilia et coetus 
hominum jure sociati quae civitates appellantur.” They 
take this tenet of the head and heart, not from the great 
name which it immediately bears, nor from the greater from 
whence it is derived ; hiit from that ivhich alone can give 
true weight and sanction to , any learned opinion, the 
common nature and common relation of men. Persuaded 
that all things ought to he done with reference, and refer- 
voi,. II. ' 2 b 
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nDgflJl to tbo point of reference to irhicti nU iHonld be directed, 
thej think tbemsehee bound, not only u indmdiial* m the 
sanctoary of the heart, or at iiongregnted m. that p^T^nnal 
capacity, to renew the memory of their high ongm and 
cait 5 bat alto in their carporate character to perform their 
national homage to the inrhtntor, and author, and protector 
of cinl aoeiety , without which cml toaety man could not 
by any potnbility alriTe at the per&ctinn of which his na 
tuTO u capable, nocr eron make a remote and fomt ap- 
proach to iL They conceire that He who gave our nature 
to be perfected by onr Tirtno,wiUed alto the neccaaary mamt 
of ita perfection. — Ho willed therefore the ttate — He willed 
it» connexion with the bootco and original ardietype of all 
perfechon. They iVho are contmced of this bit wfll, which 
18 the law of lawt, and the aorercign of toTercicna, cannot 
thmkit reprehexusiblo that thia our ccFrporaiefealfy and hom- 
age, that this our reoognrtjon of a aigniory pantmorart, I 
hiA almoet caid this oblabon of the state itaelf, aa a wor^y 
oSenng on the high altar of muTenal praise, abould be per- 
farmed as oil pnbue, aoUmn acts are pOToraed,mbTDldings, 
m music, in decortitwn, in speech, m the dignity of porwmi, 
according to the customs of manlcind, taught by thecr na- 
ture , tliis tt, with modat splendour and unaasannng state, 
with mild majesty and'sobor pomp For those porposes 
they think some part of the wealth of the ccrimtry la ai nre- 
fully employed os it can bo m fomcntiDg the luxury of mdi 
nduali. It IS the pnhbo onuunent. It is the publw con 


eolation. It nonmhes the pabbo hope Tbo poorest man 
finds hiB own importance ana dignity m it, whOat wealth 
and pnde of indinduols at erety moment makes tho man of 
bomble rank and fortune sensi^ of his mfenonty, and dc 
grades and Tilifics hia condition. It is for the man in hum- 
ble life, ind to rmso his nature, and to put him m onnd of a 
stato in which tbo pnrilegrs of opulence will coaie, when ho 
will be equal by narere, imd may be more than equal by nr- 
toe, t^t this portion of tho general wealth of bis country n 
employed end sanctified. 

I assure you I do not aim at Bmgnlanty I giro you 
opinions which bare been accepted nmongsi ns, from very 
early tmea to this moment, with a oonhimed and geamil 
approboboD, and which indc^ are so worked into my mmd, 
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lha( 1 nin iinnbli' to wlinl 1 have learned from 

oilier? from the results of my own imnlilalion. 

It ison.'-oiiK' mteh prineiple? that, the majority of (he peo- 
ple of Thiirlnnd. far from Ihinhine: a religion.'! national oalah- 
lishmont unlawful, hardly think it lawful to ho without one. 
In j'V.uu’e you are wholly mistaken if you do not believe, ns 
above all other thin"? at Inched to it, and beyond all other 
nations; and when tins people has acted nnwisely and nn- 
jnstifiably in its favour, (ns in some instances they liavc done 
most certainly.) in their very errors you will at. h'nsl dis- 
cover their '.enl. 

Tills jirineiple runs through the whole system of llu'ir 
polity. Thev do not consider their ehnreh estahlishment as 
convenient, hnt ns essential to their stale; not as n thin" 
hetoroeenoons and separahle; somethin" added for accom- 
modation ; what they m.ay either keep or lay aside, aeenrdiii" 
to their loinpor.iry ideas of convenienee. Tliey consider it as 
the foundation of their whole eonstilntion. with which, and 
with every part of which, it holds an indissolnhle nnion. 
C-hnreh and sl.ate are ideas inseparable in their minds, and 
scarcely is the one ever mentioned without mentioning the 
other. 

Our education is .so formed ns to confirm and fi.v this im- 
pression. Our oduealion is in a manner wholly in the hands 
of ecclesiastics, and in all stages from infane.v to manhood. 
Even when our youth, leaviii" schools and universities, enter 
that most important jicviod of life which begins to link ex- 
perience and study logelher, and when with that view the}' 
vdsit other countries, instead of old domcstic.s whom wc have 
seen as governors to jirincipal men from other parts, three- 
fourths of those who go abroad with our young nobility and 
gentlemen .are ecclesiastics ; not as misterc mastcr.s, nor as 
mere followers ; but ns friends and coinp.anions of .a gr.aver 
cbaractcr. and not seldom persons .as well born as Ibcin- 
selvcs. "Witb them, as relations, they most constantly keep 
up a close, connexion through life. Ey this connexion wo 
conceive that we attach our gcntlcnicu to the church ; and 
wc liberalize the church by an intercourse witli the leading 
characters of the country. 

So tenacious are wo of the old ecclesiastical modes and 
fashions of institution, that ver^' little alteration has heoii 

2 n 2 
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made in them emco tlie fourteenth or fifteenth ccnttur 
adhering m thi* partionlar, ea m all tlniigi else, to our old 
settled mtunm, nerer entiraly nor at once to depart from 
antitjmty "Wo found these old mstitnticma, on tw ^rbole, 
ferourable to morflUty and disaplino , and we thought they 
Tore Bufti^tible of amendment, without altering the gronni 
"We thoagnt that th^ were capable of reoemng and melioN 
atmr, ana ahore all of pre ae rrmg, the acceaaionj of saence 
and literature, aa the order of Prondance should encceiaiTelT 
produce them And after all, with this Gothio ahd monknu 
edocntion (for tsoch it is m the CTOimd work) we may put m 
our claim to as ample and aa eany a share in all the improre- 
menti m acience, in arta, and in literatiire, whidi hare illa- 
nnnated and adonied the modem world, sa any other nation 
m Enrope we thmk one ntam canse of this nnprovement 
waa our not deaptsing the patnmony of knowleogo which 
waa left n* by cur foreCsthera. 

It is from our attachment to a obnruh establishment, that 
the English naUcin did not think it wise to mtmsi that 
great, fundamental mtereet of the whole to what they brut 
no part of thmr oml or inibtary pnbbe samee, is, 
to the unsteady and precanona eontribotKm of mdmdosls. 
They go furtW Tnoy certoudy newer hsT© mfiered, and 
nrrer will suffer, the flted estate of the church to be con* 
rerted into a pennon, to depend on the treasury, and to bo 
delayed, withheld, or perhaps to be eitmgmshed, by fiscal 
difficultiee whkli cbmculties may somotimes bo pretended 
for political pUTposea, and are m fact often brought on hy 
the eitramganee, n^^cc, and ropacaty of pohtioians. 
The people of England tmok that they hure constitubonal 
motiTcs, as well as religious, against any project of turning 
their independent clc^y into ecclcsmsticol pennoners oi 
state They tromble for thetr hberty, from the mfiuenoo of 
a clergy dependent on the crown i they tremble for the pub- 
lic tranquiility from the disorden of a fartfoui clergy, if it 
were made to depend upon any other than the crown. They 
therefore made their church, bke thorr king and their nobv- 
lity, independent. 

From tno united contideratKms of religion and constitu- 
tional pob^ from their opmion of a duty to make sure pnv 
Tision for tho consolation of the feohlo and tbo Inatructjou 



EEVOLITTIOIf TBAITCE. 


373 


of the ignorant, they have incorporated and identified the 
estate of the churcli ■with' -the mass of private property, of 
which the state is not the proprietor, either for use or do- 
minion, but the guardian only and the regulator. They 
have ordained that the provision of this establishment might 
be as stable as the earth on •which it stands, and should not 
fluctuate ■ndth the Euripus of funds and actions. 

The men of England, the men, I mean, of light and leading 
in England, ■whose Avisdom (if they have any) is open and 
direct, ■would be ashamed, as of a silly, deceitful trick, to 
profess any religion in name, ivhich, by tlieir proceedings, 
they appear to contemn. If by their conduct (the only lan- 
guage that rarely lies) they seemed to regard the gi’eat ruling 
principle of the moral and the natural -world, as a mere in- 
vention to keep the Aoilgar in obedience, they apprehend that 
by such a conduct they -would defeat the politic purpose they 
have in view. They would find it difficult to make others 
believe in a system to which they manifestly give no credit 
themselves. The Christian statesmen of this land would in- 
deed first pro'vide for the multitude ; because it is the multi- 
tude ; and is therefore, as such, the fii’st object in the ec- 
clesiastical institution, and in aU institutions. They have 
been taught, that the circumstance of the gospel’s being 
preached to the poor, was one of the great tests of its true 
mission. They tliink, therefore, that those do not bebeve it, 
who do not take care it should be preached to the poor. 
But as they know that charity is not confined to any one 
description, but ought to apply itself to all men who have 
wants, they are not deprived of a due and anxious sensation 
of pity to the distresses of the miserable great. They are 
not repelled through a fastidious delicacy, at the stench of 
their arrogance and presumption, from a medicinal attention 
to their mental blotches and running sores. They are sensi- 
ble, that religious instruction is of more consequence to them 
than to any others ; from the greatness of the temptation to 
which they are exposed ; from the important consequences 
that attend their faults ; from the contagion of their iU ex- 
ample ; from the necessity of bowing down tlie stubborn 
neck of their pride and ambition to the yoke of moderation 
and -virtue ; from a consideration of the fat stupidity and 
•gross ignorance concerning what imports men most to knbw. 
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■which prcTtdli at ccrarta, and at the head of anmet, and m 
•enatee, aa mtich as at loom and m the field. 

TheEnghih people are satufied, that to the great the cooao 
latiOTH of religion are oi neceaaaij os ita instruotions They 
too are among the unhappy OBiey feel personal imft 
domeatic iorrow Jn theae tiey haTo no pnTilege, but are anb- 
ject to pajf their full contingent to the contnWicma lenod 
on mortality They want tnu aorereign balm under their 
gnawing care* and onxietieB, wbrnh, bemg leas conrarsant 
about tbo limited want* of animal life, range without limit 
and are divcraifled hr mflnito combmationa, in the wild and 
unbounded regiona of imagmotmu- Some chantoble dole j» 
■wonting to these, our oft^ reiy unhappy brethren, to fill 
the gLwmy Toid that reigns m mmdi which hare nothing 
on efuth to hope or fear , acanething to Tehero m the kill- 
ing languor and orer labored Insaitnde of those who hare 
nothing to do , aomething to oxote an appetite to exutence 
in the palled satiety wtaeh attends on all pleotaret whidh 
nay be bongbt, irbere nature u not left to her own uroceae, 
where eren deaire is anbapoted, and thorefore fruition de- 
feated by meditated schemes and cuntrinnoea of delight } 
and no interrsl, no obstacle, is interpoaed between the wish 
and the accompltehaient 

Tho people of England know how little mfloence the 
teaoberi of religion are likely to hare ■with the ■wealthy and 
poTrerfol of long standing, and bow modi less ■with the newly 
fortunate, if they appear in a manner no way asMrted to 
those ■with whom th^ must associate, and otot whom they 
must eren oirrose, m some coses, something hko an author- 
ity What must they think of that body oi teachers, if tb^ 
see it m no part abdre tho cstabbshiaent of tbcir dotnestio 
scrnmtsP Ii tho porerty ■were rolontary, there might he 
soma difference. Strong instanees of self-denial operate 
powerfully on our miniii , and a man who has no 100111 has 
obtained great freodom, and flraneis, and OTon dignity But 
as the mass of any description of men sre but men, and their 
poverty cannot bo volnnlaiy, that disrTJspect, which attends 
upon all lay poverty, will not deport from the ecclctiaiticol 
Our promi^ constitution has tbereforo taken core that 
those who are to instruct prosumptuoiis ignorance, those who 
are to be censors orer msolont vice, should neither meur 
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their contempt, nor live upon their alms ; nor -wiU it tempt 
the rich to a neglect of the true medicine of their minds. 
Por these reasons, -whilst we provide first for the poor, and 
with a parental solicitude, we have not relegated religion 
(like something we were ashamed to show) to obscure mu- 
nicipalities, or rustic -villages. No ! we wifi have her to 
exalt her mitred front in courts and parliaments. We -mil 
have her mixed throughout the whole mass of life, and 
blended -rvith all the classes of society. The people of Eng- 
land -wiU show to the haughty potentates of the -nmrld, and 
to their talking sophisters, that a free, a generous, an in- 
formed nation honours the high magistrates of its church ; 
that it will not suffer the insolence of wealth and titles, or 
any other species of proud pretension, to look down with 
scorn upon what they look up to with reverence ; nor pre- 
sume to -trample on that acquired personal nobility, which 
they intend always -to be, and which often is, -the fruit, not 
the reward, (for what can be the reward ?)- of learning, 
piety, and virtue. They can see, without pain or grudgiug, 
an archbishop precede a duke. They can see a bishop of 
Durham, or a bishop of "Winchester, in possession of ten 
thousand pounds a year ; and cannot conceive why it is in 
worse hands than estates to the like amount in the hands of 
this earl, or that squire ; although it may be true, that so 
many dogs and horses are not kept by the former, and fed 
with the victuals which ought to nourish the children of the 
people. It is true, the whole church revenue is not always 
employed, and to every shilling, in charity ; nor perhaps 
ought it; but something is generally so employed. It is 
better to cherish Aurtue and humanity, by leaving much to 
free will, even -with some loss to the object, than to attempt 
■to make men mere machines and instruments of a political 
benevolence. The wmrld on the w'hole will gain by a liberty, 
without which virtue cannot exist. 

When once the commonwealth has established the estates 
of the church as property, it can, consistently, hear nothing 
of the more or the less. Too much and too little are treason 
against property. Wliat evil can arise from the quantity in 
an}-- band, whilst the supreme authority has the full, sove- 
reign superintendence over this, as over aU property, to pre- 
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rent erery ipecie* of atnse , and, Tbenerer it notably do- 
nate*, to ^TO to it a direction agreeable to the pnrpoee* of 
ita m lb tut] on 

In England moat of na conceura that it la entj end inalig* 
nitr tOTTard* those irho are often the beginnera of their oitn 
fortma, and not a lore of the aelf-demal and mortiflcation 
of the anoeint chtirch, that makca aome look aakance at the 
dwtinctiona, and honour*, and rerearnes, which, taken from 
no Mreon, are aet apart for nrtiio. The ear* of the people 
of teiglnnd are diatingoiahing They bear there men apeak 
broad- Thmr tongne betraya them Their language la in 
thoy»df<na of frand m the cant and gibbenah of hypomay 
The people of England mutt thmk ao, when there pratera 
effect to cerrr back the clergy to that pnmitire, erangelio 
povcrl^, which, m the apint^ ought alware to enit in them, 
(and m na to^ howerer we may like itj but in the thing 
mnat be Ttned, when, the relation of that body to the state 
u altered, when manners, when modes of life, when indeed 
the whole order of bmnan affun, boa undergone a total rero- 
lotion- IVe shall beiiere those re f ono era then to be honest 
enthoaiaiti, not, aa now we thmk them, ^meta and deoeirera, 
when we see them throwing their own good* into common, 
and inbmittibg tbar own perrenr to the anatere diaapUne 
of the early choreh. 

"With these ideas rooted in Ibeir mmda, the Commons 
of Greot Bntam, m the national emergencies, wiD nertr 
seek their resource from tho confiacalion of the estates 
of the church and ■poor Baerflego and prosanpbon are 
not among the ways and means of onr committee of supply 
The Jews m Olinge ABey hare not yot dared to hmt 
them hopes of a mortga^ on tbe rerenues belongmg to 
tho see of Oonterbuiy 1 am not afraid that I shall be dia- 
arewed, when I assure Ton, tWt there is not ojw puhbc 
TT>nn in this kingdom, whom you would wuh to quote, no 
not one, of any party or description, who docs not reprobate 
the dishonest, perfioious, and cruel confiscation which tbe 
National Assembly has been oompolled to make of that pn>- 
petty, which it was tbmr first du^ to protect. 

It IS with the cinltoiion of a uttle national pnde I tell 
you, that those amongst us who hare wished to pledge tbe 
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societies of Paris in tlic cup of their abominations luivc been 
disappointed. The robbery of your church has proved a 
security to the possessions of ours. It has roused the people, 
Tlicy see ^Yith horror and alarm that enormous and shame- 
less act of proscription. It lias opened, and Avill more and 
more open, their eyes upon the selfish enlargement of mind, 
and the narrow bbcrality of sentiment, of insidious men, 
which, commencing in close hypocrisy and fraud, have ended 
in open violence and rapine. At home we behold similar be- 
ginnings. I\'e arc on our guard against similar conclusions. 

I hope we shall never be so totall}' lost to all sense of the 
duties imposed upon us by the law of social union, as, upon 
any pretext of public service, to confiscate the goods of a 
single unofl'ending citizen. Who but a tyrant (a name ex- 
pressive of everything u hicli can ^^tiate and degrade human 
nature) could think of seizing on the property' of men, un- 
accused, unheard, untried, b} whole descriptions, by hun- 
dreds and thousands together? AWio, that had not lost 
every trace of humanity, could think of casting do^vn men of 
exalted rank and sacred function, some of them of an ago to 
call at once for reverence and compassion, of casting them 
down from the highest situation in the commonwealth, 
wherein they were maintained by their o^vn landed property, 
to a state of indigence, depression, and contempt ? 

The confiscators truly have made some allowance to their 
victims from the scraps and fragments of their o^vn tables, 
from which they have been so harshly driven, and which have 
been so bountifully spread for a feast to the harpies of 
usury. But to drive men from independence to live on alms, 
is itself great cruelty. That wliich might be a tolerable con- 
dition to men in one state of life, and not habituated to other 
tilings, may, when all these circumstances are altered, be a 
dreadful revolution ; and one to which a virtuous mind would 
feel pain in condemning any guilt, except that which woJd 
demand the life of the oflender. But to many minds tfe 
punishment of degradation and ivfamg is worse than „ 
Undoubtedly it is an infinite aggravation of this cruel sm 
fering, that the persons who were taught a double prejn^*^ 
in favour of religion, by education, and by the 
held in the administration of its functions, are to t"' 
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pious hands of those who had plundered them of oil tie rest , 
to re<5eive ^ they ore at all to receive) not fiem tb© chant- 
nble contriDntionB of the laithlbl, but from the insolmt ten- 
dcmesi of known and avowed «t hp»nn, the mamtenanee of 
rebgum, tneoaured out to them on the rtnndard of the con* 
tempt in which it is held j and for the purpoae of rendering 
tboce who receive the allowance vil^ ond of no catimatiCHi, 
m the ere* of mankind. 

But thifl act of Beirure of property, it seems, is a judgment 
in law, and not a conflacation. Tl^ have, it teemi, found 
out in the academiea of the Potau ioyij, and the Jaooitnt, 
that certain men had no right to the poaseaiioni which they 
held under law, nsago, the docoaiona of courta, and the oo- 
cumulated prescription of a thousand yean. They say that 
eoclfisiaatici are notitiaas persons, cteaturea of the state, 
whom at pleasure they may dertrey, and of course lumt ana 
modiiy m everr particiilar , that the goods they possess ore 
not properiy tnmra, but Wong to the state which created 
the flcticin , and we are tboemre not to trouble oimaelTes 
with what they may su^er in their natural feeling and na> 
tural penems, on account of what is done toward them in 
this their constructive character Of what unport is rt 
under what names you itynre men, and dspnTe tbem of the 
just emoluments of a profesmon, in which they were not 
only permitted but encouriged by the state to engage j and 
upon the supposed eertamty of wmeh molumenta they had 
fanned the plsn of their Ixv^ contracted debts, and led mul 
titudes to an entiro dependence upon tbem ? 

You do not imagine, 8tr, that I am going to compliment 
this miserable distinction of persons with any long discus* 
non. The arguments of tynumy are as contemptible as 
its force IS draidfoL Had not your conflscatorn by their 
early cmnea, obtained a power which ■ccorea indemnity to 
all tiio crimes of which they have nnee been gailty,,or that 
they can commit, it is not tho syllogism of tho logimn, but 
the lash of tho executioner, that would have refuted a so 
phiftry which becomes an accompUeo of theft end murder 
Tho sophiihc tyrants of I^ns are loud m tbotr declamattons 
against tho departed regal tyrants, who in former ages have 
vexed tho world. They are thus ^Id, because tlwy are safo 
from the dungeons and iron cages of thmr old masten Shall 
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■\vc be more tender of tbc t^Tauts of our own time, Avlien we 
see tlicm acting worse tragedies under our oyes ? shall we 
not use the same liberty that they do, when we can use it 
with the same safety ? when to speak honest truth only re- 
quires a contempt of the opinions of those whose actions Ave 
abhor ? 

This outrage on all the rights of property was at first 
covered with what, on the system of their conduct, Avas the 
most astonishing of all jmetexts — a regard to national faitli. 
Tlie enemies to property at first pretended a most tender, 
delicate, and scrupulous anxiety for keeping the king’s en- 
gagements Avith tlie ]mblic creditor. These professors of 
the rights of ipen arc so busy in teaching others, that they 
have not leisure to learn anything themselves ; othcrAvisc 
they would have knowui, that it is to the property of the 
citizen, and not to the demands of tlie creditor of the state, 
that the first and original faith of cml society is pledged. 
The claim of the citizen is prior in time, paramount -in title, 
superior in equity. The fortunes of indmduals, AA'hether 
possessed by acquisition, or by descent, or in Aurtue of a 
participation in the goods of some community, Avere no part 
of the creditor’s security, expressed or impUed. They ne\'cr 
so much as entered mto bis head Avhen he made bis bargain, 
lie web. Imew that the public, whether represented by a 
monarch or by a senate, can pledge notbing but the public 
estate ; and it can have no pubbe estate, except in what it 
derives from a just and proportioned imposition upon the 
citizens at large. This Avas engaged, and nothing else could 
be engaged, to the public creditor. No man can mortgage 
his injustice as a paum. for his fidelity. 

It is impossible to avoid some observation on the contra- 
dictions caused by the extreme rigour and the extreme laxity 
of this new pubbe faith, which influenced in this transaction, 
and which influenced not according to the nature of the obb- 
gation, but to the description of the persons to Avhom it was 
engaged. No acts of the old government of the Irings of 
Trance are held vabd in the National Assembly, except his 
pecuniary engagements ; acts of ab others of the most 
ambiguous legality. The rest of the acts of that royal 
government are considered in so odious a light, that to have 
a claim under its authority is looked on as a sort of crime. 
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Apenron, gtren as arenwrdfOTsemce tott^ state, u rirelj 
as good a ground of proper^ as any aecniaty for money 
odranced to the state. It u better , for money is p*id aim 
well paid, to obtain that samce. We bare bowerer seen 
mnltftudes of people under tbu deamptiou m France, who 
nerer bad been deprived, of tbmr allowance by tbo most 
arbitrary mimsters, m the moot arbitrary tunea, by this 
assembly of the ngbta of men, robbed Without mercy They 
were told, in answer to tbeir claim to the brc^ earned with 
their blood, that tbeir samceo bad not been rendered to the 
country that now ensts. 

This Ismty of public &ith la not confined to those un- 
fortunate persons. The Assembly, with perfect consistency 
it mnst be owned, is engaged m a respwtable dcbberation 
bow far it IS bound by the trenhea made with other nations 
under the former government, and tbmr eommittee is to 
report which of tb^ they oo^t to ratify, and which not 
By this means they have put tbe external fidobty of this 
Tirm state on a par with its urtcrmil 

It is not easy to eooemre upon wbat nhonal pnnople tho 
royal goTcmment should not* of the two, rothor have po*. 
■eaaed the ixiwer of rewarding eemca, and making treauea, 
in nrtuo ofits prerogotiv©, than that of pledgmgto creditors 
tho rerenuo of the state, actual and possible xho treainro 
of tho nation, of all things, has been the least allowed to the 
prcro^tive of the king of France, or to tho prerogative of 
any king m Earopo To mortgage the public revenue im- 
plica the sarereign dommion. in the fullest sense, over tho 
pnbhe pnrsc. It goca far beyond the trust even of s tern* 
poraiy and oecusio^ tnintion. Ho nets however of that 
dangerous power (tbe distinctive mark of a boundless des- 
potism} have been alone held sacred. Whence arose this 
preference given by a dcmocratie assembly to a body of 
property deriving its title from tbo most critical and ob- 
noEouiofalltheeiertionsof monarchical authontyP Ecason 
can famish nothing to reconcilo inconsutenoy , nor can 
partial favour be accounted for upon eouitablo principles 
But tbo contradiction and partmUty whicu admit no justifl- 
cabon, oro not tho less without on ndequato cause { and th*t 
cause I do not think it dilBculfc to discover 

By tbe vast debt of Franco a great roomed interest has 
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insensibly g^o^vn nj), anti -wntb it a great power. By tbe 
ancient usages wliich prevailed in that Itiugdom, the general 
circulation of properh’-, and in particular the mutual converti- 
bility of land into money, and of money into land, bad always 
been a matter of dilUcul'ty. Family settlements, rather more 
general and more strict than they are in England, thejtis 
reiracfns, the great mass of landed propcrt)' held by the crown, 
and, by a maxim of the French law, held unalienably, the 
vast estates of tho ecclesiastic corporations, — all these had 
kept the landed and monied interests more separated in 
France, less miscible, and the owners of the two distinct 
species of property not so well disposed to each other as they 
are in this countr}\ 

The monied property was long looked on with rather an evil 
eye by the people. They saw it connected with their dis- 
tresses, and aggravating them. It was no less envied by the 
old landed interests, partly for tho same reasons that ren- 
dered it obno.xious to the people, but much more so as it 
eclipsed, by the splendour of an ostentatious luxury, the 
unendowed pedigrees and naked titles of several among the 
nobility. , Even when the nobility, which represented the 
more permanent landed interest, united themselves by mar- 
riage (which sometimes was the case) with the other de- 
scription, the wealth which saved the family from ruin, 
was supposed to contaminate and degrade it. Thus the en- 
mities and heart-burnings of these parties were increased 
even by the usual means by which discord is made to 
cease and quarrels are turned into friendship. In the mean 
time, the pride of the wealthy men, not noble or newly no- 
ble, increased with its cause. They felt with resentment an 
inferiority, the grounds of which they did not acknowledge. 
There was no measure to which they were not willing to 
lend themselves, in order to be revenged of the outrages of 
this rival pride, and to exalt their wealth to what they con- 
sidered as its natural rank and estimation. They struck at 
the nobility through the crown and the church. They at- 
tacked them particularly on the side on which they thought 
them the most vulnerable, that is, the possessions of tho 
church, which, through the patronage of the crown, gener- 
ally devolved upon the nobihty. The bishoprics, and the 



HEFIKmoim 05 THE 


the ipint of nE tharr proceeding*,* For the tame puipoee for 
■whiCQ tter intngtied path pnncec, they culhratcd, m a di»- 
tmgmaheu mtinner, the monied mterett of France, and 
pa^y through the meoa* furnahed by those whose pecialiar 
offices gare them the most extenaivo and certain tDenni of 
communication, they carefully occupied qH the arenue* to 
opmon, 

Writer#, especially when they act in a ho^, and with one 
direction, hare great mfluence on the pnhho mind, the 
allianeo, therefore, of theee wnter* with the monied intereet • 
had no small effect m removing the popular odium and envy 
which attended that speaes of wealth Theee wntere, like 
the propagatoTi of ah novelties, pretended to a great tor 
the poor, and the lower ordart, wbilit in their aahrei fb^ 
rcnd«^ hateful, by every eioggernticm, the &ults of courts, 
of nobihty, and of pn^ho^ They become a sort of 
demagogue*. They eenred as a hnh to unite, in favour of 
one «^ject, obnoxious wealth to restless end aeaperute po* 
verty 

As these two kinds of men appear pmeipal leaders m all 
the late transactiQiii, thear juncncmand pohbei will serve to 
account, not upon any pnnoiples of law or of pohey, but as a 
easw, for tbo genertl fury with which all the landed pro p e rt y 
of eodesmsticil carporotions has been attacked , and the 
great care which, contrair to their pretended pnumplet, has 
been taken, of a montea. interest ongmating from the an- 
thonty of tbo crown, AH the envy agaunt w^th and p ower 
was artificially directed againat other deecriptions of ndiei. 
On what other principle than thotwhichl have stated can wo 
account for an appeeiance so extraordinary and unnaturtl 
as that of the eedniafftieal poascastoni, which had stood so 
manysuccemons of anid ahocka of avil violencct, and 
were gnded at once by justice, and by projudico, being applied 
to the poyment of debt*, cooiparatiTorT recent, mvnuoua, 
and c o nte n ded bv a dccned and subverted governmentP 

“Was tbo pubuo estate a aufficumt stake for the poHic 
debts ? Artume that it waa not, and that a loes axti be lo- 
cuTTod tomewhere — 'When the o^y estate lawfully possessed, 

* I Jo Bol eboow to ibock lh* (itfSaf of tbo mnl mJer with >bj 

quoUtino of tbetr bwo, tnd rtofino tortfrufr. 

• Thch wlibTcifotsad slmort sH tbo ptojii* of lbs Uatoc*. 
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aud wlucli the contracting parties had in contemplation 
at the time in which their bargain was made, happens to fail, 
who according to the principles of natural and legal equity, 
ought to be tlie sufferer ? Certainl}' it ought to be either the 
party M’ho trusted, or the part}-- who persuaded him to trust ; 
or both ; and not third parties who had no concern i\-ith the 
transaction. Upon any insolvency they ought to suffer 
who are weak enough to lend upon bad securitj’^, or they who 
fraudulently held out a sccimit}'- that Avas not valid. Laws 
are acquainted Atith no other rules of decision. But by tlie 
new institute of the rights of men, the only persons, aa'Iio 
in equity ought to suffer, are the only persons aa'Iio are to be 
saved harmless : those arc to ansAver the debt who neither 
were 1 nders nor borroAvers, mortgagers nor mortgagees. 

"What had the clergy to do Avith these transactions ? "What 
had they to do Avith any public engagement further than the 
extent of their oAvn debt f To that, to be sure, their estates 
were bound to the last acre. Nothing can lead more to the 
true spirit of the Assembly, which fits for public confiscation, 
with its new equity, and its new morality, than an attention 
to their proceeding Avith regard to this debt of the clergy, 
The body of confiscators, true to that monied interest for 
which they were false to every other, Imve found the clergy 
competent to incur a legal debt. Of course they declared 
them legally entitled to the property which their power of 
incurring the debt and mortgaging the estate implied ; re- 
cognising the rights of those persecuted citizens, in the very 
act in which they were thus grossly Ao’olated. 

If, as I said, any persons are to make good deficiencies 
to the public creditor, besides the public at large, they must 
be those Avho managed the agreement. Why therefore are 
not the estates of all the comptrollers-general confiscated ? * 
Why not those of the long succession of ministers, financiers, 
and bankers who have been enriched whilst the nation was 
impoverished by their dealings and their counsels ? WLy is 
not the estate of M. Laborde declared forfeited rather than 
of the archbishop of Paris, who has had nothing to do in the 
creation or in the jobbing of the public funds ? Or, if you 
must confiscate old landed estates in favour of the money- 
jobbers, why is the penalty confined to one description ? I 
' All have been confiscated in their turn. 

2 c 
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do not knOTT wbether tbe erpenset of the Dtiio de Ohabenl 
hare left onjthing of tbe mBiute «um» which he had denied 
from the hi^tj of hu master, dnnng the transactioTifl of a 
rea^ which contn'bnted largely by erery epwaa of prodigal- 
ity in war and peace, to the preaent debt cnJFronca If any 
rooh rettmna, why u not th« confiscated ? 1 remember to 
haie been in Pons duiw the tune of the old goTcmment. 
I WM there jnst after the Dnko d^AignOlonhad been inatehed 
(aa it wM generally them^t) from tbe block by the b>mil of 
a protecting deepotrem. Efe was a mmiatcr, md had eome 
cemoem m tbe afEeara of that prodigal pencxL Why do I 
not see hif eatate dehiered up to the mtmicipabtiee in which 
it i» mtoated? Tbe noble CunOy of NoaiUea have long been 
eerrant* (mentonons Benanta I admit) to the crown of 
Prance, and hare had of comree aome ihare In jta bounties 
Why do I hear notbmg of tbe apphcation of their estate* to 
the pahho debi ? WTir le the estate ot the DeJee do Hoeh«- 
ibncault more sacred than that of the Cardiiuil de Bochefon- 
canltP The former lo, I donht not, a worthy person, and 
(if it were not a sort of profonenea to talk ol tbo use, as 
afEeetmg the title to property) be makes a go^ use of his 
rerenucs , but it u no disrespect to him to sar, what au- 
thentic mfonnation well warrant* mo m saying that the nso 
made of a proper^ equally valid, by hiB brothCT* tbe cardi- 
nal archbisnop of Bouen, wo* fcr more laudable and fer more 
pnbhc-epintei Can one hear of tbo nroscnpbon of such 
persons, end tho confiscation of tboir enecta, mibont indig- 
nation and horror P He is not a man who dj^ not feel suoi 
emotiona on inch oeeaiioni He dooa not dea,ene tho namo 
of a frec-msn who will not ei^ iraes thorn 

Few barbarous conquerors have eier mado so fcrnblo a 
rerolntion m p rop ert y Nono of the heatl* of tho Eoman 
factions, when they established “ erv^elm tUaim iatlam" in 
all their auctiana of raptno, haio erer sot up to nlo the 
goods of tho conquered atixen to such an enoTrtioui amount. 
It must be allowed m feiour of those tyrsnts of entiqurty, 
that what was done by them could hardly bo said to bo done 
m cold blood- Their pasium* were inflamed, tbcir tempers 
aoxn^ their understandings confused, with tho spine of 
I Id* brother, DOT snjBccirrisIlcoi but iMs mbtaka docs oca 
the airmcat. 
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revenge, with the innninerahle reciprocated and recent in- 
flictions and retaliations of blood and rapine. They •were 
driven beyond all boimds of moderation by the apprehension 
of (he rettirn of power with the return of properly, to the 
families of those they had injured beyond all liope ot' forgive- 
nes'^. 

heso Homan confiscator.s, who were yet only in the ele- 
ments of tyranny, and Avere not instructed in t he rights of 
men to exercise all sorts of cruellies on each other without 
provocation, thought it nece.“sarv to spread a sort of colour 
over their inju'-tice. They considered the vanqiii.shcd party 
as composed of (niitor.s wlio had borne arms, or otherwise 
had acted with hostility, against the commonwealth. They 
regarded them as jicr.sons avIio bad forfeited their property 
by their crimes. Witli you, in your improved stale of the 
human mind, there was no such formality. You seized upon 
five millions sterling of annual rent, and turned forty or 
fifty thousand human creatures out of their houses, because 
‘‘ such was your pleasure.” The tyrant Harry the Eighth of 
England, ns he was not better enlightened than tho Homan 
^fariuscs and .Syllas, and had not studied in your new schools, 
did not know what an eflectual instrument of despotism was 
to be found in tliat grand magazine of oflensivo avenpons, 
the rights of men. AVlicn be resolved to rob tlic abbeys, as 
the club of the Jncohin.s linvc robbed all the ecclesiastics, ho 
began by setting on foot a commission to examine into tho 
crimes and abuses avhich prevailed in those communities. As 
it might bo ex])cctcd, bis commission reported truths, exag- 
gerations, and falsehoods. But truly or falsely, it reported 
abuses and oflences. However, as abuses might be corrected, 
as every crime of persons does not infer a forfeiture avith re- 
gard to communitic.s, and as property, in that dark ago, was 
not discoa’cred to bo a creature of prejudice, all those abuses 
(and there averc enow of tliem) avero hardly thought suffi- 
cient ground for such a confiscation as it avas for bis pur- 
pose to make. He therefore procured the formal surrender 
of these estates. All these operose proceedings were adopted 
by one pf the most decided t^Tants in tlie rolls of histor}'", as 
necessary preliminaries, before be could venture, by bribing 
the members of his tavo senrilo bouses with a share of the 
spoil, and bolding out to them an eternal immunity from 
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fffTTt tann, to demand a conflrfnation of ha imq ujt c m s pro- 
ceedmgB by an act of parliament Had firte reserred him to 
tror tijiie»j four teebmal terma wtmld Iiaro done hi» btinneai, 
and aaTed him aH thi* trouble { he needed nothing more 
thnn one ahort form of incantation — " PAihwyijr, Lu\t, 
jAb«raUtif, Hm SiakU qflfen.'* 

I can. Bay notlunff m praiae of thoee acfi of tyranny, 
•which no Toioe hat hitberto ever commended under any of 
theff ftlae oolonra , yet m theae fidae eolooia an homage •was 
paid by defpotamn to joitice. The power which wa» aboro 
all fear and all remoree waa not set anore aH ahame. ‘Whilst 
shame keeps ita watch, Tirtuo la not wholly extingmshed in 
the heart , nor 'wiD. moderation be utterly ertilcd &om the 
minds of tyrants, 

I beliere erery honest men wmpathixe* m his reflections 
anth oor pohtial poet on that occasion, and will pray to 
arart the omen wheneret these acts of rapecioua deapotism 
preeent themMlre* to his new or Ins imaginstKm > 

•— ** &ft]r ao ndi Kem 
FsQ OB <7iir vfasre niia most rsTorm, 

Tdl ros (m; Uqs«) wImI BK ustrtnui dire oAence, 

Whs! crbM ciMila cot Gbriitlxii Ung istxeso 

To ndi a rep T Wu Hbixwy, or )wt r 

VTu A« Bo temperets, to efcsiU, BojoitT 

Were threo thnr crhM r thrr •vere hU own oniek more. 

But wealth is eacm|b to Um Uuil ’$ poor ’ ‘ 


* The rest of thepssrep b this— 

“ Who hcring rpent tbs treasures of Us enm, 
Ccndetani ton luxury to twd Us ova. 

And yst thb set, to TsnuUi o'er ths 
Of ssreQep, saust besr daroUab’s name. 

Ko oiaM so hold, hut would he vrTvl»T H nfat 
A Tsal. or st least a seemiiif pod t 
Who &ari sot to do ill, yet Am tM qdbq. 

And, frae fttra caudnee. b a sbrs to £uao. 
Thus hs tbs c h urch at ooea protect*, and spoQt t 
But prlnoes* rronb are dsarper th— their ityl^ 
And thus to th* afes pest be makes 
Thetr dsuttr destroys, dieir bllh defends. 

Thai did red|W In a Uxy cell. 

In enp^ sot coertenplathai dwell t 
An^ Uke tbs hloek, T mn cre d by | nut ours, 

As nurttOD aethe, Uha tbo store dsTouis. 
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This snmc wcnlth, whiolj is nl- nil limes trenson mul Icsc 
miinn to indigeiil mul rnpneious {lesj)otism, under nil modes 
of polity, was yot>r temptation to violate jirojierty, Inw, mul 
religion, united in one ohjeet. But was the slate of Trance 
so wretched nnd undone, that no other resource but rapine 
remnined to preserve its existence ? On this point I wisli to 
I'cccive some information. AVhen the states met, was the 
condition of the, finances of T'nince stieii, that, after econo- 
mi r.ing on principle.s of justice nnd mercy through nil depart- 
ments, no fair repartition of burthens upon all the ordens 
could possibly restore them? If such nn equal imposition 
would have been sunicient, you well Icnow it might easily 
have been made. 1^1. Xecker, in the budget which he laid 
before the orders assembled at VeriJaillcs, made a detailed 
exposition of the state of the French nation.' 

Jf we give credit to him, it was not necessary to have re- 
course to any new impositions whatsoever, to put the receipts 
of France on a balance with its expense.s. He stated the 
permanent eharties of all de.ccri])! ions, including the interest 
of a new loan of four hundred millions, at 531,‘141,000 livres ; 
the fixed revenue at ■! 75.201 .000, malting the deficiency 
56,150,000, or short of .€2,200,000 sterling. But to balance 
it, he brought forward saving.s and improvements of revenue 

Is there 110 (cniprrntc region can be known, 

Betwixt tlicir frigid nnd onr torrid zone ? 

Could we not wnkc from thnl lethargic drc.am, 

But to be restless in n worse cxlronie ? 

And for that lethargy wns there no cure, 

But to be c.ist into a calenture ; 

Can knowledge have no bound, but must advance 
So far, to make us wish for ignorance? 

And rather in the dark to grope our way, 

Than, led by a false guide, to err by day ? 

Who sees these dismal lic.ips, but would demand, 

"What barbarous in\adcr sacked the land ? 

But when he licar.s, no Goth, no Turk did bring 
This desolation, hut a Christian king; 

When nothing, but the name of zeal, nppcar.s 
’Tudxt our best actions nnd the worst of theirs, 

What does be think our sncrilcgo would spare, 

When such th’ efTccts of our devotion are ? ” 

Coorcu’s Hill, by Sir John Denham. 

' Rapport de Mons. lo Dircctcur-G6n6ral dcs Finances, fait par ordro 
du Roi it Versailles. Mai 5, 1789. 
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(conaidep^ aa enfarelj certain) to rather more than the 
amount of that defimemcyi and be concludea intb theae em- 
ph^cal TTordt, (p 89,) " Qoel pa^ lleatieura, qne celoi, 
oh, aoM et arec do aunplet oVj^ tna pp er^ u t, on pent 

faire diaparottre un defiat qui a liut tant de Imut en En* 
rope.” Ab to the reimboramncnt, the tinlanff of debt, and 
the other great ohjecte of publio credit and political arninge- 
iMiOt indiSited m Mona. NeAer’a apeoch, no doubt could 
be entertained, but that a rery moderate and proportioned 
esaeosment on. the atixena ^thont diatmotion Trould hare 
pronded for oil of them to the fuUeat extent of their de- 
mand 

If thu lepreaentahon of Mona. Kaier waa falae, then the 
Aaaembly are in the hi^eat degree culpable for hanng forced 
the Ving to accept ai nia mimater, and imeo the king'a dc- 
penboa, for hanng employed, aa ^iair tntnu tar, a man -who 
had been capable of abating to notonooaly the confidnneo of 
hu master and their own, in a matter too of the highett 
moment, and directly appertaining to his particular o£ee 
But if the repreeentabon waa exact, (aa banne always, along 
mth you, conoeired a high degree of reaped for M Necker, 
I no doubt it wna,) then what can bo said in farour 
those, who, instaid of moderate, reanmable, and general con- 
tribution, bare in cold blood, and impeUea by no neceaalty, 
bad recourae to a partial and cruel conflacation? 


"W^os that cont^utiou refuaed on a pretext of pnrilfge, 
either on tho part of the clergy, or on that of the noMbty f 
Ko, certainly Aa to the dergy, they eren ran before the 
mehea of tKe third order Prenona to the meotmp of the 
rtatea, they had in all their inatmctions expressly mrcctcd 
their deputies to renounce orenr immunity, which put them 
upon s footing dutmet from tbo condition of their fcllow- 
auhiecti In thia renunciation tho clergy were oren more 
citoat than the nobility 

But let nt luppoee that tho deficiency had remamod at tbo 
fiftr-aii million^ (or £2:,200,000 atorling,) oa at first stated 
by^ Necker Let us allow that all tbo resources ho oppoacd 
to that dcflxacncy were impudent and groundlets fletWs i 
and that the Asaemhly (or their lords ofartlcles * at tbo Jv 


* la tbo eoaftitotkiB of ScotI«tnl, darinf tbs Stout rotgoa, a eownhM 
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col)inp) Avorc from (lu'm'o justifu'd in lavin'^ llic whole burthen 
of that deHeiiMirv on the eleriiy. — yet allowing all this, a 
lu'cessity of .C2 .200,000 sterling will not support a confisca- 
tion to the aiuount of five millions. The imposition of 
.■C2, 200, 000 on the clorgv, as jiarlial. would have been op- 
pressive and uuju.'^t, but it would not have boon altogether 
niiiunis to those on whom it was imjiosed ; and therefore 
it would not have answered the real purpose of the iiinii- 
agers. 

I’erhajis persons iinaeipiainted with the state of I'Taiice, 
on hcarinc: the clergy and the noblesse were privileged in 
jioiiit of taxation, may he led to imagine, that, previous to 
the devolution, these bodies had contributed nothing to the 
state. This is a great mistake. They certainly did not con- 
trihute cipially with each other, nor either of them equally 
with the coiiniioiis. 'J’liey both however contributed largely. 
Neither nobility nor clergy enjoyed any exemption from t(ie 
excise on consumable coiiimodllies, from duties of custom, or 
from any of the other numerous iudirrcl impo.sitions, which 
in 3'rancc, ns well ns here, make so very large a proportion 
of all payments to the public. The noblesse paid the capita- 
tion. They paid also a land-tax, c.alled the twentieth penny, 
to the height sometimes of throe, sometimes of four, shillings 
in the pound; both of them tUrrr.f impositions of no light 
nature, and no trivial produce. The clergy of the provinces 
annexed by conquest to France, (which in extent make about 
an eighth part of the whole, but in wc.alth a much larger pro- 
portion,) paid likewise to the capitation and the twentieth 
penny, at the rate jiaid by the nobility. The clergy in the 
old provinces did not pa}* the c,ipitation ; but they bad re- 
deemed themselves at the expense of about 2i‘ millions, or a 
little more than a million sterling. They were exempted 
from the twentieths : but then tlicy made free gifts ; they 
contracted debts for the state; and they were subject to 
some other charges, the Avbolc computed at about a tbir- 
teentli pai’t of their clear income. They ought to have paid 
annually about forty thousand pounds more, to put them 6n 
a par 'w'itb the contribution of tho nobility. 

'\^^len the terrors of this tremendous proscription bung 

sat for preparing bills ; and none could pass, but those previously ap- 
proved by them. This committco was called lords of articles. 
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OTBT tlie clergy, they made 119 offer of a contnbuttoti, throu^ 
the archbiabop of An, irkuA, for iti extra vigimce, oeght not 
to bare been accepted. But it waa endently and obnoualy 
more advantogeoua to the public creditor, than anything 
whicli could tntionally be promued by the confla^bon. 
"Wbr ^ra» it not accented P rrason is plain — There wii 
no denr© that the ohnreb ahonld be hron^t to torro the 
itate. The eemce of the atate ini* made a pretext to de- 
■troy the ohnreh In their imy to the deatrnction of the 
ohnreh they ironld not eoruple to destroy their eonntry 
and they bare deitroyed it. One great end m the pro]^ 
■sronld hare been defeated, if the plan of e x t orti on had been 
adopted m ben of the achemo of confiacntion. 'He new 
landed mterert connected with the new repnhbc, and con- 
nected with it for ita rery bemg, conld not hare been 
created. Tbia wa* among the wasona why thj^ extmTigtmt 
ranaom waa not accepted. 

Tbe madneaa of toe prefect of ccmfiacation, on the plan 
that waa firvt pretended, kkhi became apparent To bnng 
thu unwieldy maaa of landed property, enlarged by tbe con- 
fiaeation of ail the roat lojided domain of the crown, at once 
mto market, wu obnontly to defeat tbe profits propoaed by 
tbe confiacation, by depreeiating the Tiioo of thcae landi, 
and indeed of all the landed eetatre throughout France. 
Such a fudden diTeiaion of all ila cnrcolatmg memoy from 
trade to land, mutt be on additional mischief 'What step 
wai taken P Ihd the Aasernbly, on becoming lensible of the 
luentable ill effecti of then* prelected «ale, rerert to tbo 
offer* of tbe clergy P No di»treM could obbgo them to 
truTel in a comae which was disgmced by any appoaritnco of 
jnstice Glnng orer ill hopes from a general immediate 
■ale, another project leema to hare mcecisded Tb^ pro- 
pose to take ttock in exchange for tbo church lands In 
that project great dilBculttei arose m equalising tbe objects 
to be exchanged Other obetacles also presented themsclrca, 
which throw them back egain upon some project of aoJe, 
Tbe nmmcipebtics had taken an alarm Thoy would not 
hear of transfomnp the whole plunder of tbe kingdom to 
the atock-holdera m Pan*. Many of those muniapahtfe* 
had been (ujwn aystoin) reduced to tUo most dcpforable in- 
digence. iloncy was nowhero to bo seen. They were 
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tlicroforp loil lo the ]>ninl ilinl wis no anloiitly dosirod. 
I'hoy paiitrd for a ourn'ncy of any Icind which might revive 
Iheir perinhing industry. The municipalities wore then to 
lie admitted to a share in the spoil, which evidently rendered 
the fir.st scheme (if ever it had been seriously entertained) 
altogether imjiraetieahle. I’uhlie e.xigeneie.s jiressed upon all 
side.s. Tlic minister of llunnee reiterated his call for supply 
with a most urgent, anxious, and boding voice. Thus press- 
ed on all sides, instead of the first jilnn of converting their 
bankers into bishops and abbots, instead of paying the old 
debt, they contracted a new debt, at 3 ]ier cent., creating a 
new paper cun-oucy. founded on an evcuilual sale of the 
church lands. Tlicy issued this paper currency to satisfy in 
the first instance chiefly the demands made upon them by 
the hnnh of <Iisroinif, the gre.at machine, or paper-mill, of 
their fictitious wealth. 

The spoil of the church was now become the only resource 
of all their operations in finance, the vital principle of all 
their politics, the sole security for the existence of their 
power. It was necessary by nil, even the most violent moans, 
to put every individual on the same bottom, and to bind the 
nation in one guilt}- interest to uphold this act, and the 
authority of those by whom it was done. In order to force 
the most reluctant into a participation of their pillage, they 
rendered their paper circulation compulsory in all payments. 
Tliose who consider the general tendency of their schemes 
to this one object as a centre, and a centre from which after- 
wards all their measures radiate, will not think that I dwell 
too long upon this part of the proceedings of the National 
Assembly. 

To cut off all appcanancc of connexion between the crown 
and public justice, and to bring the whole under implicit 
obedience to the dictators in Paris, the old independent judi- 
cature of the parliaments, with all its merits, and all its 
faults, was wholly abolished. AVliilst the parliaments existed, 
it was evident that tiie people might some timo or other 
come to resort to them, and rally under the standard of their 
ancient laws. It became however a matter of consideration 
that the magistrates and officers, in the courts now abolished, 
had 2>nrc7iascd their places at a very high rate, for which, as 
xveU as for the duty they performed, they received but a 
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very Icrrr wtiim of interest. Simple confiKation la a boom 
onlj for the clerCT ; — to the lawyers lome appeanmcea of 
eq^mty are to be obserred , nod are to receire compens- 
ation. to an immense amoimt. Their compenaobon become* 
part of the nabonnl debt, for the hgmdabon of whloh there 
IS the one exhanatlesa fond- The lawyer* are to ob tnm tbi^ 
cotnpenaobon m the new church paper, which i* to march 
with the new principle* of judicature and legislature The 
diamiised magirtratw are to take their share of martyrdom 
with the ecoletiaiboB, or to reoeiTB their own property from 
Bueh a fund, and m inch a maimer, a* all thoeoj who hare 
been seasoned with the anaent pnnaple* of jimipmdence, 
and had been the sworn gnardian* of property, mint look upon 
with horror Eron the clergy are to rtctnve their mnerahlo 
allowance out of the deprematod paper, which i* stamped with 
the indelible character of sacrilege, and with the ■ymbol* of 
tbeir own rum, or they must starre. 8o nolemt an outrage 
upon credit, property, and liberty, as this coropulaory paper 
cumney, hu seldom Dcen exhibited by the alliance of hank- 
mptoy and tyranny, at any tuao, or m any nabom. 

In the conne ot all tbeao operabons, at length come* out 
the grand oreaiwn , — that m reality, and m a fur sonao, the 
land* of the church (so far os anything certain can bo ^bor- 
ed from their prooeedioK*) ore not to m sold at afl- by the 
late resolution* of the Nafaonal Aaiemhly, they are mdeed to 
bo delirered to the highest bidder But it a to be obterred, 
th^t a eetisin jxnium only <{f the pvreJuue aonry u tohelnd 
doKfu A period of twelro years u to bo giTcn for tho pig- 
ment of the rest. The phdotopbic purchaaor* are thercrore, 
on payment of a sort of floe, to be pat instantly into po**e*- 
non of the e*tato. It become* m some respect* a sort of 
gift to them . to bo held on the feudal tenure of te*l to the 
new eitabluhmenb This project u endently to lot in a 
body of purchaiers without money The con»eqnence will 
be, that tb«o purchaser*, or rather grantee*, will pay, not 
only from the root* a* th^ nccnio, ^tch night a* well be 
roceired by the rtato, hut fiom tho spoil of the roatenal* of 
fuiiT tfinr *, from waite in woods, and from wbateTcr money, 
by h^d* babrtoated to tbo gnpings of u*urr, they con wriag 
from the miserable peasant, llo u to bo ddircred orer to 
tho mercenary and arbitrary discretion of men, who will be 
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slimulatccl every t-ju'cicH of CAlorlion by tlie "rowing dc- 
innmls on the growing prolits of an estate held under the 
precarious sottloinenl of a new political system. 

AVhen .all the frauds, impostures, violences, raj)incs. hurii- 
iugs. murders, conliscations, compulsory ))aper eurreneie.s.and 
every de.^eriptioii of tvranny ;nnl ernelty employed to bring 
about and to uplmhl this llovolution. have their natural 
ctVect, tliat is, to shoeh the moral sentiments of all virtuous 
and sober minds, the abettors of tliis jdiilosophic system im- 
mediately strain their throats in a declamation against tlio 
old monarchical government of J'ranee. AVhen they Inivc 
rendered that dejmsed power sulliciently hlaedc, they then 
proceed in argument, ns jf .all those who disapprove of tljoir 
new abuses mu.'>t. of cotirse he partisans ol the old ; that 
those who rejtrohato their crude and violent seliomes of 
liberty ought to he treated as advocates for servitude. I 
admit that their necessities do compel them to this base and 
coutcmptiblc fraud. Xothiug cau rceoneile men to their 
proceedings and projects, hut tlic supposition that there is no 
third ojition bet ween them and some tyranny ns odious as 
can he furnished by the records of history, or by tlio inven- 
tion of poets. Tins jirattling of theirs hardly deserves the 
name of sophistry. It is nothing hut plain impudence. 
Have these gentlemen never lioard. in the whole circle of 
the Avorlds of theory and practice, of anything between the 
despotism of the monarch and the de.spotism of the multitude? 
Have they never hoard of a monarchy directed by laws, con- 
trolled and balanced by the great horeditar}’’ wealth and here- 
ditary dignity of a nation; and both again controlled by a 
judicious check from the reason and feeling of the people at 
large, acting by a suitable and permanent organ ? Is it then 
impossible that a man m.ay he found, who, without crimin.al 
ill intention, or pitiable absurdity, sliall jircfer such a mixed 
and tempered government to cither of the extremes ; and 
who may repute that nation to be destitute of all wisdom 
aud of all virtue, which, having in its clioice to obtain such 
a government with ease, o?' rather to confirm it when actualli/ 
possessed, thought proper to commit a thousand crimes, and 
to subject their country to a thousand evils, in order to avoid 
it ? is it then a truth so universally aclcnowledged, that a 
pure democracy is the only tolerable form into which human. 
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society can be timjwtu that aman unot penmtted to beaitato 
about ifi menta, without the aospiaon of bemg a fhend to 
tyranny, that ja, of being a foe to mankind P 

I do not know under what doacnption to claas the present 
ruling authority in France. It affects to be a pure detnocrn^, 
though I thmk it in a direct tram of becoming ahortly a 
nuaomoTotn and ignoble oligarchy But for the present I 
admit it to be a contnvnnc* of the nature and effect of what 
it pretends to I reprobate no fonn of government merely 
upon abatmet prmmplea, Itere may bo situations m which 
the purely democratio form will become neceisary Th^ 
may M aome (very few, and very particularly circumstanoed) 
wh^ it would be clearly desirable. This I do not tako to 
be the case of France, or of any other great country TJnti 
now, we have seen no aiamplea of considerable democracjca. 
T^e ancients were better acquainted with them Not being 
wfaoHjnmreaci mtheauthora,who had seen the most of those 
constitutiona, and who best understood them, I cannot help 
cououmng with their opuiion, that an absolute democracy, 
no more than absolute monarchy, » to be reckoned among 
the legitimate forma of govonuDent. They tbmk it rather 
the camptiou and degeuere^, than the sound constitution, 
of a republic. If I reooUect rightly, Anstotle obserrea, that 
a democracy has many strikiiig points of resemblance with 
a tyranny ^ Of this 1 am certain, that m a democracy, the 
miyonty of the atuem is capable of eiercmng the most 
cruel oppretsioni upon the mmonty, whenererr strong dm- 
Biona prevail in that kind of polity, as they often must ; and 
that oppretnou of the mmonty extend to far greater 

' 'Wkn 1 wrote tHs 1 ^aoted {has caemeuT, sAer mtur 700 hs 4 
da|aed from my reading the A Wised Irie&d bu need It, sod 

it is ss foUows i 

Cmp rd Irxrrffurn tai i r*J i ciXai, M Mmi n> 

n) /t^Xierm ir irt f** rmp Itmrifmt el 

wapi TTpd*'>«c si *1 «fd v»?c r*Jc r«*rr*«c — 

** TIm ctUcsl chsTmeter h ibe sune , both excreW oespoUia over tbs 
InUer of dttze»{ sod decrees sn to tbs ooe, wiul ordinsBCes sod 
anSts STS ta (bo other t (bo domsgogoe loo, sod ttocoort Cirovriui, sr* 
Bot aalireqiMailty tbs MJM UeoUesl men, sod sJmsys bssr s clow saslofy 1 
snd the** bsTS tbs prinripsl power esci is tidr rwyecUrs fbtnu of 
goTcrsment. ftroaiiiet wUb tbs sbaolate nuntsTcb, sod dsssgogwei wiib 
s peopls ts I bare deseKbwL ArtsU Poliltc. Ab. ir cap. d. 
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ntti’.il'rr.-. mill will Im' farrm-l on with imu'lt jtrr.itrr fiirv, Ihnn 
tv, 5; nhno l t v* r hi* nj)j'rvh«'j)il(',l friuji t)it> ilojiiiDjon of » 

In Mi' h fi jM'r-i (>t»tii>u. iiulit iiliuil Miircri'm 

r.r<- ill n ir.urh ‘nnr'’ f.i jilor.’ihh’ thnii in nnv othi'r. 

I'lnlrr n cnu 1 j>rini',- th*'y hnvc th,' hnitny (■o^npn^^ifln 
t'f inntihinil (o li- Min;;!- thr • Hint' of tin-ir woimii'- ; tltcy linvo 
till’ plniuHl" (>r th>' j'l <,pi<‘ tn ntiinin'f tl>i-)r ;;i-iirri>un (’('Ji- 
^tnnoy imih-rtluir '■urn'rin;;'- ; hm {!)■,•(• wlm jin* Mil'irfti'd 
tM wrx'ti!; ntuh r iniiUitinl! ■>, rtn- <ti' nil rvlfriinl Cdii- 

.‘dlnt’i'n. 'I'hi V ! m ili-.-rM il hv ninlil.ind, (nt nnnvi-n'i! hv 

» '• t t 1 ' * * 

n tv.;i'-j';rr,i'\ <'! f Sn-ir f. hi>!<- fpi-!'!!- 1, 

lint ndanitin;; tti-j'.uMr.n<’v ii"t to !in\i’ thnl iiu vilahh'li-nd- 
cnoy iM jinr’y rniint . V. Iindi I mmiiii'- c ir tn hmr, niid nd- 
inittini: u tii jn nni»-h ;;<un( in it wluii unniixfd, iin 1 

nin *-nn’ ii j wh.-n «-.,mji,nin<lrd with titln-r lorinn ; 

thv inunnn ii}, mi it-* part, rontnin nnthint; ;it nil tn n'- 
tvMnii'i lul it ; 1 lio lift t'A*'!! Ihdin'diniKc, iinr tinvi* 

lii-i Wdrl;'- in t’l jn ml li-ft any pi nunin nt iiiiprc.'-sit'n nn my 
mind. Hr i" n pn '■nnipturiit' and ii Mipi rlinnl writer. Hut 
h'‘ h.t'i unr tdiM-rx-ntion, whirh, in my opinion, is not witli- 
«mt depth and .•^olidity. Hr r:»ys, that ho im fors ,n moiitirchy 
t<i i.tiirr [;o\rrmnrnts ; hrcnino vtiii ran hit lor iimmft nny 
doM-riplion of n pnldir on n monanhy than anything of mon- 
nrehy upon th<' n pnhlioan fonii'^. 1 thinl: him ju'rfoolly in 
till' ripht. 'J'hr fart is : o historioally ; and it aijroo.s well with 
the spornlnlhm. 

I know how easy a (opio it is to duadl on Iho faults of de- 
parted grentno'-'--. ’ lly a revolution in ihostnto, tlio fawning 
sveophnnt of yesterd.ay is rnnvorird into Ihoanstoro critic of 
tlie prc.«eni hour. But steady, independent minds, when they 
have an object of so serious a coneern to manlund !is govern- 
ment under their i-ontomplation, will disdain to nssnmo the 
part of satirists and deolaiinors. 'J’liey will judge of human 
institutions ns they do of hiininn chnmcii'rs. 'J’liey will sort 
out the good from the evil, which is mixed in mortal institu- 
tions, as it is in morl.al men. 

Your govcnmient in Prance, though usually, and I think 
justly, reputed the host of the nntpmlilied or ill-ijimlitlcd 
monarchies, was still full of ahnsc.s. The.sc nhnscs accumu- 
lated in a length of time, ns they must nccumulnto in 
every’^ monarchy not under the constant inspection of n po- 
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pukr Tepreaentabre I oin no rirttncfer to the fanlti sad 
defectB of the fnbrerted gormiment of France , and I thmk 
I am not inclined by nature or poli^ to ttiwVb a panegyno 
npon aching whidi ii a joit and natonil olgect of cen- 
anre. Bat the question u not norr of the ■neee of that mon- 
archy, bat of i±» emtence. le it then true, that the Frezich 
goTBrnment '^rae anoh as to be incapable or uadeterrvig of 
reform , so that it iras of absolate neoe*nty that the ^olo 
fahnc ebonld be at once gulled down, and tbo area cleared for 
the ereotlon of n theoretic, eipenmcntal edifice m its plocoF 
AD France was of a different opinion in the beginning of 
the year 1789 The metruebona to tho rcpre seu tatiTee to 
the statee-general, from every distnot m that kingdom, were 
flUod inth projects for the reformation of that goremment, 
•withont the remotest snggesbou of a deaim to destroy it. 
Had aach a design been then even inBinoated, I belicro t&ero 
■would hare been but one voice, and that voice for rejecting 
it with scorn and horror Men haTO been somebmes led by 
degree*, sometunee homed, u»to tbmgs of which, if they codd 
hoT® seen tho whole together, th^ nerrer would have per- 
mitted moet remote approach TThenlhoaeiiurtTuctions 
were given, there ■was no onobon bot that abuses existed, and 
that they demanded a reiorm j nor is there now In the w- 
terral between the mstracbons end the Eoroluhon, thiaa 
changed thoir shape , and, in consequence of that change, the 
tnifl qoesbon at preosnt is,'W7Krtbcr tboao who would have 
refonned, or thoae who hare destroved, aro m the right P 
To hear some men spook of the mte monarchy of France, 
you would imagine that they were talking of Poima bleeding 
under the ferocious sword of Tahmas Kouli Khin i or at 
least describing the horbaroua onarchio despotism of l^fcey, 
where tho finest countries m the most genial climates m 
the world are 'wasted by peace moro tl^ any eoontnes 
ham been womed br war , where arts are unknown, whero 
manufactoree languisn, wbm science u extingmshed, where 
agnculture decays, where the human race its^ melts away 
and pertihes under tbo eye of tho ohserrer "Was this 
tho case of France f I mivo no war of determining the 
question but by a reference to facts. Facts do not support 
this resemblance Along with much irril, there Is soioo 
good in monsrehy Itself j end some correctiTO to its cril from 
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religion, from laws, from manners, from opinions, the rrcncli 
monarchy must have received ; which rendered it (though by 
no moans a free, and therefore by no means a good, constitu- 
tion) a despotism rather in appearance than in reality. 

Among tlie standards upon which the effects of government 
on any country are to be estimated, 1 must consider tlie 
state of its population as not the least certain. No country 
in which population flourishes, and is in progressive improve- 
ment, can be under a very mischievous government. About 
sixty years ago, the Intendants of the generalities of France 
made, until other matters, a report of the population of their 
several disti’icts. I have not the books, which are very volu- 
minous, by me, nor do I laiow where to procure them, (I am 
obliged to speak by memory, and therefore tlie less posi- 
tively,) but I think the population of France was by them, 
even at that period, estimated at twenty-two millions of 
souls. At the end of the last century it liad been generally 
calculated at eighteen. On either of these estimations, 
France was not ill peopled. M. Necker, who is an author- 
ity for his oum time at least equal to the Intendants for 
theirs, reckons, and upon apparently sure principles, the 
people of France, in the year 1780, at twenty-four millions 
six hundred and seventy thousand. But was this the pro- 
bable ultimate terni under the old establishment ? Dr. Price 
is of opinion, that the growth of population in France was 
by no means at its acme in that year. I certainly defer to 
Dr. Price’s authority a good deal more in these speculations, 
than I do in his general politics. This gentleman, taking 
ground on M. Necker’ s data, is very confident that since 
the period of that minister’s calculation, the French popula- 
tion has increased rapidly ; so rapidly, that in the year 1789 
he uiU not consent to rate the people of that Icingdom at a 
lower number than thirty millions. After abating much 
(and much I think ought to be abated) from the sanguine 
calculation of Dr. Price, I have no doubt that the population 
of France did increase considerably during this later period : 
but supposing that it increased to nothing more than will be 
sufficient to complete the twenty-four millions six hundred 
and seventy thousand to twenty-five millions, still a popula- 
tion of twenty-five millions, and that in an increasing progress, 
on a space of about twenty-seven thousand square leagues, 
is immense. It is, for instance, a good deal more than the 
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proportioniible populatKra of tluf island, or even than that 
of the Mat peopled port of the muted kmgdxna. 

It S not muverBaDj true, tluit France ib a fertile conntiy 
OonjQderablo tracta of it are barren, and labour under other 
natural disadrantagea. In the portions of that temtory 
where thing* are more favourable^ a* far a* X am able to dia* 
eorer, the nmnhera of the people corwapond to the indol- 
genoo of nature ' The Generality of Liale (thu I admit a 
the Btrongeet example^ upon an extent of four hundred and 
four leagues end a hal^ about ten yeeii ago, contained aeren 
hnndreaond thaty-foar thauMand aix hundred aoula, whj^ 
18 one thousand seven hundred and sorenty^two inhabitants 
to eadi square league. ‘Hie middle term for the rest of 
France la about moe hundred mhabitanta to the aaioe edmeti- 
lumnent 

I do not iittribute thi* population to the depcaed goreni- 
ment , because I do not lie to complnnent the contrivance* 
of men 'With, what is don in a great degree to the bounW of 
Frondenee. But that decned goverumeDt could not jure 
obttrocted, most probably it fiivoured, the operation of those 
r uTitf*, (whaUver they were,) wbethsr of natura in the soil, 
or habits of indostzj amcmgtbepeople, vrbicb has prodoeed 
so large a number of the specie* througboot that vrlude 
km^dom, and exhibited m some particular places tuch pro* 
digies of population I novor will auppose that fahrxo of a 
itate to bo the worat of ail political mstitutioni, -which, by 
eipencnee, is found to cootnm • pnncjple farourablo (h<nr* 
ever latent it may be) to tho increase of mankind. 

lio wealth of a country is another, and no contemptible 
standard, by which wo may judge whether, on the whole, a 
gorernment bo protectmg or d^tmotive. France Car o* 
coeds England m tho molutudo of her people i hut I appro* 
bmid that her comparative wealth is much inferior to our*; 
that it is not so equal m tho diatributum, nor so reu<^ in 
tho orculahon. I belmre the dificrence m tho form of the 
two goremment* to be amongtt the canac* of this ndrantage 
on tho side of England. I spenk of England, not of too 
whole Bntiah domimoos, whi^ if compared with these of 
France, ■will, in •omo degree, weaken the comparatlvo rate of 
wealth upon our nde But that 'wealth, which will not 

I Do TAdialBiitaUaa des Finsacaa da U Fnacti i»r Sloes, hetiw, 
ToLLp-SB. 
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endure a comparison -with the riches of England, may con- 
stitute a very respectable degree of opulence. M. Necker’s 
book, publislied in 17S5,' contains an accurate and interest- 
ing collection of facts relative to public economy and to 
political arithmetic ; and his speculations on the subject are 
in general vise and liberal. In that Avork lie gives an idea 
of the state of France, verj-' remote from the portrait of a 
country whose government was a perfeet grievance, an 
absolute evil, admitting no cure but through the violent and 
xmeertain remedy of a total revolution. He affirms, that 
from the year 1726 to the year 1784, there was coined at the 
mint of France, in the species of gold and silver, to the 
amount of about one hundred millions of pounds sterling." 

It is impossible that M. Necker should be mistaken in the 
amount of the bullion wliich lias been coined in the mint. 
It is a matter of official record. The reasonings of this able 
financier, concerning the quantity of gold and silver which 
remained for circulation, xvlien he wrote in 1785, that is, about 
four years before the deposition and imprisonment of the 
French king, are not of equal certainty ; but they are laid 
on grounds so apparently solid, that it is not easy to refuse 
a considerable degi’ee of assent to his calculation. He cal- 
culates the numeraire^ or xvhat we call specie, then actually 
existing in France, at about eighty-eight millions of the same 
English money. A great accumulation of wealth for one 
country, large as that country is ! M. Necker Avas so far 
from considering this influx of Avealth ns likely to cease, when 
he Avrote in 1785, that he presumes upon a future annual 
increase of two per cent, upon the money brought into 
France during the periods from which he computed. 

Some adequate cause must have originally introduced all 
the money coined at its mint into that kingdom ; and some 
cause as operative must have kept at home, or returned into 
its bosom, such a vast flood of treasure as M. Necker cal- 
culates to remain for domestic circulation. Suppose any 
reasonable deductions from M. Necker’s computation, the 
remainder must still amount to an immense sum. Causes thus 
powerful to acquire, and to retain, cannot be found in dis-. 
couraged industry, insecure property, and a positively de- 

* De rAdministration des Finances de la France, per Mens. Necker. 

^ Vol. iii. chap. 8 and chap. 9- ' 
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■tructiTC coTcrntnent. Indeed, when I eoimder tii6 fa» <S 
the langdom of France , the mnltitnde and opnlence of her 
atiea, the naefiil mtgmflcence of her apacioni high roadi 
and bndgea, the opnortunitj- of her artifloal and 

naTigationfl opening the convenience* of mantnae oommuni 
cation throogh a Bolid continent of so immense on eitcnt, 
•when I turn my eye* to the rtnpendooi wort* of her ports 
and harbonr*, and to her whcdo narnl apparatus, whether for 
•war or tmde , when I bring bofOTO my new the number of 
her fortiflcatione, conrtrnctod with bo bold and ina*terly a 
gVJI, and made and rmontiuned at bo prodigious a charge, 
presenting an annpd IVont and impenetaable bamer to her 
enemies npon ereiy tide , when I recollect how very small a 
part of that erteneiTe region la inthout cnltiTation.and to 
what complete perfection the culture of many of tho best 
prodortiona of the earth have been brought m franco , when 
1 reflect on the excellence of her manmacturcs and fabric*, 
second to none but onra, and in aome particular not second , 
when I contemplate the grand foondatum* of chanty, pubhe 
and private , when I surTeT the state of bH the art* that 
beantify and polish hie , whan 1 reckon the men she has 
bred for eitendmg her fame m war, her able ststcfincn, the 
multitude of bear profound lawyer* and theologians, her 
philosophcra, her cntici, he» hislormn* and antiouarw*, her 
pocta and Hct orator*, saorvd and prolkno, I behold in all 
this Bomethmg which awe* and command* the unaginatKai, 
which checks tho mmd on the brink of prempitato and indrt* 
criminate censure, and which demands that we should very 
Bcnoualy oxamine, what and how great are the Intont nre* 
that comd authonte us at onco to level so spactooi a Cibnc 
with the ground. I do not recopuiem this view of thuig*> 
tho deepotistn ofTurkev tsordo I dtscom the character of 
a government, that has been, on the whole, so op pm aive, or 
■o corrupt, or so negligent, as to bo utterly unfit all rrfl»V' 

gitoH~ I must think suA a fi o rernmemt wcU deserved to 
have its tacellcmaes heighten!^ jta faults corrected, and it* 
capacities improved into a Bntish conatitutlon. 

WboovBr has examined into tho proecedmgi of that de- 
posed government for several years oaek, cannot Cill to have 
oheerved, amidst the inconstanqr and fluctuation natural to 
courts, an earnest cndcavcmr towards the prosperity and 
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Bonli, u eompated m 1788, or the Aieembly’fl compntatum 
of nriUionB of thut j^ar, or eren il Keeker’ ■ 

tren^'STe tmHioM m 1780 I oear that there are conoder- 
obl© eiEugratJoiii from France , and that many, quitting that 
Toloptncma climate, and that aednotive Otnww* Ubei^. haiti 
taken refuge m the froien regiont, and under tho Bntian det- 
potiam, of Canada. 

In tho present diaappeaxance of com, no person conld 
thmk it the eame country, m which the preaent minister of 
the flnnna^ has been ablo toduecmrfoancore mdhoni stcT' 
Img m apeao From ita geneml aspect one would eonclode 
that it had been for some tune paat imder the special direc- 
tion of the learned acadenucuma of Leputa and aalnibarbi ‘ 
Already the poptilation of Pan* baa to declined, that M. 
Keeker stated to the National Aaaembly the promion to bo 
madn for iti fnbsistence at a ftftb leas twm wbot bad formerly 
been fonnd reonmte.* It is said (and I hare uerer heard it 
contraiteted) tfiat a hundred thounnd people are out of em- 
ployment m that city, thongh it n be^me tbo aoat of the 
uspRfoned court and Nabooal Assembly Nothing, I am 
er^lily informed, can exceed tbe ebooking and difgaiting 
spectacle of mendicanfly dinkyed m that eepitah Indeed 
tM rotes of tbe National Assembly Icaro no doubt of tbe 
tact. They hare lately appomted a atandmg committee of 
mendieanoy They are contrmng at once a ngoroua pobco 
on this rabject, and, for tbe first tune, tbo impoutkn of a 
tax to mamtain tbe poor, for is hose present relief great sums 
appear on tho face of tbo pabbe accoimta of tbo year* In 

* Ses OnDlm's TiareU tbr (he UeaofcoQiitirta gortnad by pUlosophm. 

* 3i <ie Ct}amie auta the CiBbt^ off of tbe ptrpultiha at Vgrii u iu 
toon co nitde rmbte} tod it qmj b« to, cisre the pviod of M, Nedwi’s 
ctlcoklkn. 

* Tnrtax de dLtril6 pemr tabrentr 

ta Duo^t de Inrtil 1 Park et Uem, £ id. 

dtntleipfoslocw . 3,80,920 — ICl.Ul 13 ■* 

Deatntelkrn ds ngtbondtge et «U It 

DJffldkttd 1,671,417 — C9,6t3 T C 

Prfina jKior ITmpormkB ds ictthu 6^1,907 — 236,30 9 3 

D#p««» reisllTM tax ta h t to t ar w. 
d(Slartloa des rfcDarremcais 

quIoDtenlini 39.871J90 — 1, Mir’d H B 

ToUl £fc il,D8T,a3j — £2.miI9 1 « 
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the mean time the leaders of the legislative clubs and coffee- 
houses are intoxicated with admiration at their own wisdom 
and ability. They speak with the most sovereign contempt 
of the rest of the world. They tell the people, to comfort 
them in the rags with which they have clothed them, that 
they are a nation of philosophers ; and, sometimes, by all 
the arts of quackish parade, by show, tumult, and bustle, 
sometimes by the alarms of plots and invasions, they attempt 
to drown the cries of indigence, and to divert the eyes of the 
observer from the ruin and wretchedness of the state. A 
brave people will certainly prefer libeity accompanied with 
a virtuous poverty to a depraved and wealthy serritude. 
But before the price of comfoi't and opulence is paid, one 
ought to be pretty sure it is real liberty which is purchased, 
and that she is to be purchased at no other price. I shall 
always, however, consider that liberty as very equivocal in 
her appearance, which has not wisdom and justice for her 
companions ; and does not lead prosperity and plenty in her 
train. 

The advocates for this Eevolution, not satisfied with ex- 
aggerating the vices of their ancient government, strike at 
the fame of their country itself, by painting almost all that 
could have attracted the attention of strangers, I mean their 
nobility and their clergy, as objects of horror. If this were 
only a libel, there had not been much in it. But it has 
practical consequences. H!ad your nobility and gentiy, who 
formed the great body of youi* landed men, and the whole of 
your military oflacers, resembled those of Germany, at the 
period when the Hanse-towns were necessitated to coufeder- 

When I sent this book to the press, I entertained some doubt concern- 
ing the nature and extent of the last article in the above accoimts, -wbich 
is only under a general bead, witlioutany detail. Since then 1 have seen 
M. de Calonne's work. I must think it a great loss to me that I bad not 
that advantage earlier. M. de Calonne thinks tliis article to be on ac- 
count of general subsistence ; but ns be is not able to comprehend bow so 
great a loss as upwards of £1,GG1,000 sterling could be sustnmod on the 
difference between the price and the sale of grain, lie seems to attribute 
this enormous bead of charge to secret expenses of the Revolution. I can- 
not say anything positively on that subject. The reader is capable of 
judging, by the aggregate of these immense charges, on the slate and con- 
dition of France ; and the system of public economy adopted in Uiat na- 
tion. These articles of account produced no inquiry or discussion in the 
National iissembly. 
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ute DOtiinst the nobles m defence of their property — had thoy 
like the Omnt and Vitellt m Italy, who used to wdly 
from their forfafled dent to rob the trader and trareller — had 
thoy been sndi aa the J/ajue/iiite/ m Egypt, or tbo Kwfrtt on 
the coast of Malabar, I do adnut, that too cnbcail an mqunT 
might not be admable into the mean* of freeing the world 
from »uoh a nuisance. The statnes of Equity and Mercy 
might be yeiled for a moment. The tenderest minds, con- 
founded With the dreadful exigence m which morality sub- 
mits to the laspension of its own rules in faronr of its own 
principles, nugnt turn aside whilst fraud and nolence were 
accomplishing the destmction of a pretended nobjlity which 
disgraced, whilst it peraecuted, human nature Tbo persons 
moat abhorrent from blood, and treason, and arbitrary con- 
fiscation, might remain sdent spectators of this cml war 
tween the vices. 

But did the pnvileged nobflrty who met under the king’s 
precept at VertalUe*, m 1789, or tberr constituents, desorro 
to bo looked on as the JWijrres or J/ketr/siYS of this age, or 
os the Ornnt and TltelU of ancient tunes ? If 1 bad then 
asked the question 1 should bare passed for a msdnuut 
■VThat have they since done that ther wero to bo dnrcn into 
ecdle, that their persons should be bunted about, mangled, 
and torture^ their families dispersed, their bouses laid m 
ashes, and that tbeir order should bo abolished, end tho 
memory of it, if possible, extingmslied, by ordaining them to 
change the verj names by wham they were usually known ? 
Bead tbcir mitructiona to their roprcscntatiTcs. Ther 
brentbo the spirit of liberty as warmly, and thoy recommend 
reformation as strongly, os any otbOT order Tbcir pnti- 
leges relatiTO to eontnbution were voluntarily surrendered , 
aa tho kmg, from tbo beginning, surrendered all pretence to 
a right of taxation. Upon a frw constitution tb^ was but 
one opimon in France. Tho absolute monarchy was at an 
end. It breathed its last, without a groan, without struggle, 
without conrulswu All tbo struggle, sill tho drwension, 
arose afterwards upon tho preference of a despotic demo- 
crat to a gOTernment of reciprocal control. Tw triumph 
of iha Tictonoua party wju over tbo prmnplcs of a Bntuh 
constitution 

I havo oboerved the afiectaticm, which for many yean past, 
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has prevailed in Paris even to a degree pcrfcctbclnldi. h, oi 
idolizing the memory of yonr Henry the Fourth. K anj 
thing could put one out of humour with that ornainent to 
the kingly character, it would he this overdone of 

iBsidionI panegyric. The persons who have norked this 
engine the most husily, are those who have ended their 
panegyrics in detlironing his successor and de.seeiulant ; a 
man,°as good-natured, at the least, as ITenr}^ the Pourih : 
altogether as fond of his people ; and who has done inlinilely 
more to correct the ancient rices of the slate tlian that^great' 
monarch did, or we are sure he ever meant to do. ell it 
is for Ms panegyrists tl\at they 'have not him to deal 
For Henry of Havarre was a resolute, active, aiid^ politic 
prince. He possessed indeed great humanity and mildness ; 
hut a humanity and mildness that never stood in the way 
of his interests. He never sought to be loved without 
putting himself first in a condition to he feared, lie used 
soft language with determined conduct. He asserted and 
maintained his authority in the gross, and distributed his 
acts of coucession only in the detail. He spent the income 
of his prerogative 'nobly ; hut he took care not to break in 
upon the capital; never abandoning for a moment any of 
the claims which he made under the fundamental laws, nor 
sparing to shed the blood of those who opposed liim, often in 
the field, sometimes upon the scaffold. Bpcause he knew 
how to make his virtues respected by the ungrateful, he has 
nierited the praises of those, whom, if thej’’ had lived in his 
time, he would have shut up in the Bastile, and brought to 
pumshinent along with the regicides whom he hanged after 
he had famished Paris into a surrender. 

If these ■^negyrists are in earnest in their admiration of 
Henry the Fourth, they must remember, that they cannot 
riimk more highly of him than he did of the noblesse of 
I ranee ; whose vixtue, honour, courage, patriotism, and loyalty^ 
were his constant theme. 

degenerated since the days 
^ Ponrth. This is possible. But it is moL 

JirptpL ? in any gi-eat degree. . I do nob 

p 0 'now France as correctly as some others ; hut I 

acmmSr''°tri “I life to make myself 

acquainted mth human natiirp • ^ 
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ate aOTiDst the nobles m defence of their property — had they 
been liko the Orrn* and Tltent m Italy, wtu3 used to tilly 
from tbeir fortifled dcM to rob the trader and truTelJe^— had 
they been such at the lUmdulcet m I^ypt, or the JV»rr» on 
the coast of ilalabar, I do admit, that too cntieal an inquiry 
might not be admable mto the means of freeing the Trorid 
from such a nuisance. The atatnea of Eqmty and Mercy 
might be redled for a moment- The tendercst minds, con- 
founded mth the dreadful exigence m which morality ach- 
mita to the snspension of ita own rule* in taToor of itj own 
pnnoplea, mignt turn aside whilst fraud and noleuee were 
accompbshin^ the destruction of a pretended nobility which 
disgraced, whilst it per»ocoted,hnman nature. The persons 
m(^ abhorrent from blood, and treason, and arbitrary con- 
flacation, might remam aOent spectators of this otiI war be- 
tween the Ticea, 

Bat did the pnrileged nobility who met under the long’s 
at Versailles, m 1780, or tbeir conahtucnti, detare 
ooked on as the 2fejrt$ or Jilameli/L'et of this age, or 
as the Omiu and TiuHt of asaent times ? If 1 had then 
asked the questioa I should hare passed for a madmas. 
What hare they since done that tbor were to be dnrvn mto 
exile, that their persons should be liuntcd about, mangled, 
and tortuTird, tbeir famlliea dispersed, tbeir bouses laid m 
ashes, and that thoir order should abolwhed, and the 
memory of it, if possible, oxtm^tbed, by ordaining them to 
change the rery names by wbum they wero usually known ? 
Bend tbeir instructions to tbeir reprcscnlatirrs. Tber 
breathe the apint of bberty os wennly, and they recommend 
reformatiou as itronglr, os any other order Their pnn 
leges relahro to contn&ution were Toluntarily surrendered, 
as the king, from the beginning, aurrendcred all pretenco to 
a nght of taxation Upon a free constitution there was but 
one opinxm in France Tb© absolute monarchy was at an 
eni It breuthed its laat, without a groan, without stniggk. 
mtbont conrulsKin. AU the atnigglr, iJl the dnscnsioD, 
oroee afterwards upon tbo preference of a detpotio demo- 
ernax to a gOTcrnnicnt of reaproeal control The tnumph 
of the Tictonous party was oxer the pnncfpfes of a BntM 
constrtution 

I bare obeerred tho affcctatioo, which for many years post, 
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Las prevailed in Paris even to a degree perfectly cliildisL, of 
idolizing the memory of your Henry the Fourth. If any- 
thing could put one out of humour ■with that ornament to 
the kingly cliaracter, it -would he this overdone style of 
insidious panegyric. The persons who have worked this 
engine the most busily, are those who have ended their 
panegyrics in dethroning his successor and descendant; a 
man, as good-natured, at the least, as Henry the Fourth ; 
altogether ns fond of his people ; and who has done infinitely 
more to correct the ancient Auces of the state than that great 
monarch did, or we are sure he ever meant to do. Well it 
is for his panegyrists that they -have not him to deal urth. 
For Henry of Navarre was a resolute, active, and politic 
prince. He possessed indeed great humanity and mildness ; 
hut a humanity and mildness that never stood in the Avay 
of his interests. He never sought to be loved ivithout 
putting himself first in a condition to he feared. He used 
soft language Avith determined conduct. He asserted and 
maintained his authority in the gross, and distributed his 
acts of concession only in the detail. He spent the income 
of his prerogatiA'e mobly ; hut he took care not to break in 
upon the capital ; never abandoning for a moment any of 
the claims which he made under the fundamental laws, nor 
spacing to shed the blood of those who opposed him, often in 
the field, sometimes upon the scafibld. Bpcause he knew 
how to make his Aurtues respected by the ungrateful, he has 
merited the praises of those, whom, if they had lived in his 
•time, he would have shut up in the Bastile, and brought to 
punishment along with the regicides whom he hanged after 
he had famished Paris into a surrender. 

H these panegyrists are in earnest in their admiration of 
Henry the Fourth, they must remember, that they cannot 
think" more highly of him than he did of the noDlesse of 
France; whose virtue, honour, courage, patriotism, and loyalty 
were his constant theme. 

But the nobility of France are degenerated since the days 
of Henry the Fourth. This is possible. But it is more 
than I can beh’eA'e to he true in any gi-eat degree. . I do not 
pretend to know France as correctly as some others ; but I 
haA'e endeavoured through roy whole life to make myself 
acquainted Avith human nature : otherwise I should be unfit 
to take even my humble part in the service of mankind. In 
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tlmt ftudy I eonld not paw bya Ts«t portion of onr natore, 
as it appeorod TnodiSed m a country but tTrenty»faur mile* 
finnn the •Uore of thu laland On my bc*t obaeimtum, com* 
pared TTith my beat inquinea, 1 found your nobility for tbo 
greater part composed of men of high apint, arid of a delicate 
sense of honour, Mtb with regard to tbemsdew indindually, 
and with regard to their whole corps, orer whom they tept, 
beyond what is common m other countnet, a cemonal eye. 
They were tolcmhly well bred , very offiaoua, humane, and 
hospitable, in their conren&tum fiank and open; with a 
good military tone , and reasonably tmetured with literature, 
particnlaily of the authors m tbeir own Isnguago Many had 
pretensions far above this description. I speak of those who 
were generally met with 

Aa to their behaTiour to the infenor classes, they ap- 
peared to me to comport themaolves towards them with good 
nature, and with something more neorlT approaching to 
familiajTty, than m generally practised with us m the inter- 
couraa between the h^er and lofreriankB of life. To strike 
toy person, even in the moat abject oonditum, was a thing in 
A Sumner unknown, and would be highly dugneefuL tn* 
stances of other ill treatment of the homble pert of tbo com- 
munity were rare end as to attacks nmdo upon the property 
or the personal liberty of tho commons, I never beard of any 
whatsoever from then nor, whilst the laws wero in vigour 
under the ancient go ve m mept, would such ^tuudj in 
sulnects have been permitted. As men of landed estates, I 
had no fault to find with tbcir conduct, though much to 
reprehend, and much to wish changed, m many of the old 
tenures. "Where the lettmg of tfacir land was rent, I 
could not ducoTcr that their agreements with their fanners 
wore oppretsiTO , nor when they were m partnership with 
the farmer, ns often was tbo case, have I heard that they 
hod taken tho lion’s shore. TTio proportiona sccined not 
inequitable There might bo oicepticms , but certainly t oey 
were exceptions only I bore no reason to behove that m 
these respeets the landed noblesse of I ranee were worse than 
thu lauded psutry of thu country ccrtainW m no respect 
more ventioas tllan tho landliolder^ not noble, of their own 
nation- In cities tlie nobility had no manner of power; m 
tho country very little lou know, 8tr, that much of tho 
dvil government, and tho poltco m the moat essential parts, 
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■was not in ilio hands of that nobility -which presents itself 
first to our consideration. The revenue, the systoiu and col- 
lection of -which were the most grievous parts of the French 
government, was not admijnstored hy the men of the sword; 
nor were they answerable for the vices of its principle, or the 
vexations, where any such existed, in its management. 

Deifying, ns I am well warranted to do, that the nobility 
had any considerable sliare in the oppression of the people, 
in cases in which real oppression existed, I am ready to admit 
that they were not without considerable faults and errors. 
A foolish imitation of the worst part of the manners of Eng- 
land, which impaired their natural character, without sub- 
stituting in its place what perhaps lliey meant to copy, has 
certainly rendered them Avorse than formerly they Avere. 
Habitual dissoluteness of mauners continued beyond the 
pardonable period of life, Avas more common amongst them 
than it is with us ; and it reigned Avith Die less hope of 
remedy, though possibly Avith something of less mischief, by 
being covered Avith more exterior decorum. They counten- 
anced too much that licentious philosophy Avhich has helped 
to bring on their ruin. There Avas another error amongst 
them more fatal. Those of the commons, Avho approached 
to or exceeded many of the nobility in point of Avcalth, Avere 
not fully admitted "to the rank anti estimation Avhich Avealth, 
in reason and good policy, ought to bestoAv in every country; 
though I think not equally Avith that of other nobility. The 
trwo kinds of aristocracy were too punctiliously kept asunder; 
less so, however, than in Germany and some other nations. 

Tills separation, as I have already taken the liberty of 
suggesting to you, I concciA’o to bo one principal cause of 
the destruction of the old nobility. Tlie military, particularly, 
was too exclusively reserved for men of family. But, after 
all, this Avas an error of opinion, Avhich a confiicting opinion 
Avould haA'e rectified. A permanent assembly, in Avliicli the 
commons had their share of poAver, Avould soon abolish 
whatcA^er AA'as too invidious and insulting in these distinc- 
tions ; and ei'en the faults in the morals of the nobility 
would have been probably corrected, by the greater varieties 
of occupation and pursuit to AA’hich a constitution by orders 
Avould have given rise. 

All this violent cry against the nobility I take to be a mere 
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TTork of art To bo honoured and even pnrileg^ by tbo 
InwB, opimona, and inTetemte uaogea of our country, gni ^ mg 
out the prtgodico of ages, has nofhmg to prorofcc horror 
and mdi^imtion in anj mnn. Ereu to be too tenanom of 
thoee pnnlegeB n not abaolately a cnme The itrong 
Btrugglo in erery indiTidoal to preaerre poaeettion of what 
be bu found to belong to him, and to dntingmah him, is one 
of the aecunties dgoinit injuitice and deapotism implanted 
in our nature It operntea as on instinct to aecure property, 
and to preBerve communitiea m a settled state IVtot ii 
there to shock m this ? Xobflity is a gtacefixl ornament to 
the nnl order It u the Corathian capital of pobshed 
eoaety Omnet hom nobilttat* temper ^aremut, wna tho say- 
ing of a wise and good man. It u indeed one sign of a 
liberal and benerolent mind to incbne to it with some sort 
of partial propensity Uo feds no cnnoblmg principle m 
hu own heart, who wiahee to lerel all the artificial mrtitn- 
tiotts which Imro been adopted for gmn^ a body to opinion, 
and permanence to fugibre esteem It u a soQr,mabgnant, 
enTious dispombon, without toate for tho realiW, or for any 
ima^ or representation of rirtuei, that sees witfi joy tho nn» 
HKmted fall of what had long flourished in splendcror and in 
honour I do not like to see anything destroyed , any Tovd 
produced in society, any min on tho face of tho land. It 
was tbeiefore with no diaappomtraent or diwatisfartion that 
my inquiries and obserrahons did not present to mo any m- 
eorngiblo Tieei m tho noblctao of xrance, or any ahuso 
wluch could not bo retnorod by a reform very short of aboli- 
tion. Tour noblesse did not derme punishment: but to 
degrade is to punish 

It was with tbo saroo satisfaction I found that the result 
of my inquiry coneeroing your clergy was not dmtmflar It 
is no soothing nows to my can^ that great bodms of mcnaro 
incurably corrupt It i# not with much credulity I listen to 
any, when tbor speak enl of tho^ whom they arc going to 
plunder I rather suspect that ncos aro fngned or risg- 
gcrethh when profit is looked for in their punishment An 
enemy is a bad witness , a robber is a worra "llces sad 
abuw* there were undoubtedly in tliat order, and must hr 
It was an old establishment, and not frequently ren'oJ. Bat 
I saw no enmes m tho indindunli that mented confiscation 
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of tlieir substance, nor those cruel insults and degradations, 
and that unnatural persecution, which have been substituted 
in the place of meliorating regulation. 

If there had been any just cause for this new religious 
persecution, the atheistic libellers, who. act as trumpeters to 
animate the populace to plunder, do not ’love any body so 
much as not to dwell with complacence on the vices of the 
existing clergy. This they have not done. They find them- 
selves obliged to rake into the histories of former ages (which 
they have ransacked with a mabgnant and profligate indus- 
try) for every instance of oppression and persecution which 
has been made by that body or in its favour, in order to jus- 
tify, upon very iniquitous, because very illogical, principles 
of retaliation' their own persecutions, and their own cruel- 
ties. After destroying all other genealogies and family dis- 
tinctions, they invent a sort of pedigi’ee of crimes. It is not 
very just to chastise men for the oflences of their natural an- 
cestors : but to take the fiction of ancestry in a corporate suc- 
cession, as a ground for punishing men who have no relation 
to guilty acts, except in names and general descriptions, is a 
sort of refinement in injustice belonging to the philosophy 
of this enlightened age. The Assembly punishes men, many, 
if not most, of whom abhor the violent conduct of ecclesias- 
tics in former times as much as their present persecutors 
can 'do, and who would be as loud and as strong in the ex- 
pression of that sense, if they were not weU aware of the 
purposes for which all this declamation is employed. 

Corporate bodies are immortal for the good of the mem- 
bers, but not for their punishment. Nations themselves are 
such corporations. As well might we in England think of 
waging inexpiable war upon aU Erenchmen for the evils 
which they have brought upon us in the several periods of 
our mutual hostilities. Ton might, on your part, think 
yourselves justified in falling upon all Englishmen on account 
of the unparalleled calamities brought on the people of France 
by the unjust invasions of our Henries and our Edwards. 
Indeed we should be. mutually justified in this exterminatory 
war upon each other, full as much as you are in the unpro- 
voked persecution of your, present countiymen, on account 
of the conduct of men of the same name in other times. 

We do not draw the moral lessons we might from history. 
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On tbft oorataraij, witbont care it rnsy bo used to ritiate our 
nundi and to dettroy our happmeai In hatory a greut 
volinne u unrolled for our luitniction^ drmnng the matenala 
of future msdom from the past citotb and mflnnitiei of 
manlond. It may, in the perreraion, scrro for a maganne, 
famishing offenaiTe and defenaire Teapons for names m 
chureh and state, and aupplymg the means of keepmg alire, 
or rermug, dissensuma and onunoeitios, and adding foci to 
avil fmj Hiitorj conmta, for the rroater part, of the 
misenes brought upon the world by pndo, ambition, arance 
rerenge, lost, sedition, hypocrisy, ungoremcd teal, and all 
the train of disorderly ^petitea, which shako the public 
with the eame 


— ** trvablims starms Uni Iqm 
T ba pTtmo cuie, sad Tendtr Ute uiMi et t * 

These noes are tho meset of those storma. Religion, momli, 
lawa, prcTOgetirea, prinlegca, libertiet, nghti of men, are 
The pretexts are olwayi found m some specaous 
appearance of a real good. Ton would not sceuro men from 
^ra^y end sedition, by rooting out of the unud the pnn* 
aplca to which these fraudulent pretexts apply ? If you did, 
Tou would root out erenrlhmg that is 'nsloablo in the human 
breast. As these are the pretexta, so the ordinary actors 
and rastruments in great public enli oro Inngt, pnests, ma- 
gistrates, senates, parliamenta, national assemblies, judges, 
and captams. Tou would not cure the crril by resolTinp, 
that there should bo no more monarchs, nor ministers of 
state, nor of the gospel j no interpreters of law no general 
ofEcors ; no public counefla. Ton might change tho names. 
The things in some shape must remain. A certain qvanitm 
of power must alwaya exist m the community, in aomo hands, 
nna under aomo appellation. "Wiso men will app^ their 
rcmcdica to vices, not to names j to the causes of evil which 
are permanent, not to tho occasional organs by which they act, 
and the transatory modes m which they appear Otherwise 
you will be wise histoncally, a Cool m practice, Beldom have 
two ages the same fashion m their pretexts and the same 
modes of mischicC ‘Wickedness la a little more inTrutirr 
Whilst you arc discusnng IksKion, the Cuhlon is gone by 
The very same vice assumes a new body The spirit transtah 
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grates ; and, far from losing its principle of life b}" tlie change 
of its appearance, it is renovated in its new organs wtli a 
fresli ^^gou^ of a juvenile activity. It walks abroad, it continues 
its ravages, whilst you are gibbeting the carcase, or demolish- 
ing the tomb. You are terrifying yourselves with ghosts and 
apparitions, wliilst your house is the haunt of robbers. It 
is thus with all those, who, attending only to the shell 
and husk of hislor}’’, think they are waging war with intoler- 
ance, pride, and cruelty, whilst, under colour of abhorring 
the ill principles of antiquated parties, they are authorizing 
and feeding the same odious vices in diflercnt factions, and 
perhaps in worse. 

Your citizens of Paris formerly had lent themselves as 
the ready instianncnts to slaughter the followers of Calvin, 
at the infamous massacre of St. Bartholomew. What 
should we say to those who could think of retaliating on the 
Parisians of this day the abominations and horrors of that 
time? They are indeed brought to abhor iliai massacre. 
Perocious as they are, it is not difficult to make them dis- 
like it ; because the politicians and fashionable teachers have 
no interest in giving their passions exactly the same direc- 
tion, Still however they find it their interest to Iceep the 
same savage dispositions alive. It was but the other day 
that they caused this very massacre to be acted on the stage 
fertile diversion of the descendants of those who committed 
it. In this tragic farce they produced the cardinal of Lorraine 
in his robes of function, ordering general slaughter. W as this 
spectacle intended to make the Parisians abhor persecution, 
and loathe the effusion of blood ? — No ; it was to tench them 
to persecute their own pastors ; it was to excite them, by 
raising a disgust and horror of their clergy, to an alacrity in 
hunting down to destruction an order, which, if it ought to 
exist at all, ought to exist not only in ?afety, but in rever- 
ence. It was to stimulate their cannibal appetites (which 
one would think had been gorged sufficiently) by variety and 
seasoning ; and to quicken them to an alertness in new mur- 
ders and massacres, if it should suit the purpose' of the 
G-uises of the day. An assembly, in which sat a multitude 
of priests and prelates, was obliged to suffer this indignity at 
its door. The author was not sent to the galleys, nor tJie 
players to the house of coiTCction. Not long after this ex- 
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hibihcra, thcwe pUjera caune forward to the Aescroblj to plwTm 
the nteo of that rery religion which tb^ had dared to ei- 
poee, nnd to thow their proetatuted faceB m the senate, whilrt 
the archbishop of Para, whoae function was known to hii 
people only by his praycte and benedictions, and hia wealth 
only by hia alma, u forced to abandon hu house, and to fly 
from hn flock, (as from mTenons wolrea,) because, truly, m 
the sntcenth century, the cardinal of lAxrrams was a rebel 
and a murderer ’ 

Such IS the effect of the perreraion of history, by tboae, 
who, for the tamo nefanous pnrposee, hare pcrrert^ e ve r y 
other part of learnmg But those who will stand upon that 
elevation of reason, which places centimes under our oye, 
and bnnOT things to the true point of comporison, which 
obaenrea uttlo names, and eflacea the colours oi little partict, 
and to which nothing can aacond but the spmt and moral 
qoolrty of human actiona, wili say to the teacher* of the 
Palais Eoysl, — The corduat of Lomino was the murderer of 
the aixtoenth century, yon hare tbo glory of being the mar- 
dercr* m t^o oighteentn , and thm is the only difl’crcnce be- 
tween yon. Bat hietoiy in the nineteenth ecntuir, better 
understood, and better employed, will, I trust, teach a cinl- 
lied posterity to abhor the misdeeds of both these barbar- 
ous ages It will teach fatnre pnesta and magtstrotes not 
to retaliate upon tho spcculatire and inactire atbeuts of 
future times, tne enonnitic* committed by the present prac- 
tical lonlois and furious fanatic* of tbit wretched errer, 
which, m it* quiescent state, is more than punished, when- 
erer it u embraced- It will teach postenW not to make war 
upon cither religion or philo*ophy, for tho abuse which tho 
hrpocntei of both bare mode of tbo two moat reluahle 
biwsings conferred upon ns by tbo bounty of tho unirerial 
Patron, who m all things eminently favour* and protect* tho 
race of roan. 

If your derpT, or any clergy, should show themsclre* 
Tinons bevond tbo fair bound* allcrwcd to human infirmity, 
and to those profcetKmalfanltswhidican hardly bo separated 
from profes^hal virtue*, though their tic« ncTer can 
rountenanco the eiermso of oppression, I do admit, that they 

’ This t» oa t mppcsilkio of th* trath ^ tM» rtoty but hs **» set is 
prsne* si tbo Ume One osmo swre* is wrO u saotber 
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farcni^, tbe con#oience« of incn from the jorudaction of 
pnbho mititatiaJiB mto a tubmiMion to their perwmal au- 
thority, beginning 'with a claim of liberty, and enoo^ with an 
abu*e of powerP 

These, or sotoo of these, wore the -nces oli^ected, and not 
wholly -without foundation, to eorond of tho charehmpn of 
fotmer times, who belonged to tbe two great porhei, which 
then diTided and distract^ Europe 

If there was m France, os m other eorintnes there -raibly 
IB, ti great abatement, rather than any mcxeaie of the*o Tice*, 
metead of loading the present dciCT with tho emne* of other 
men, and tbe omoufl character of other time*, m common 
equity they ought to bo prmised, encouraged, and supported, 
in them departure firom a spurt which augiaced their pre- 
deceasort, and for hanug aatumed a tempor of mind and 
mannen marts suitable to their sacred function. 


"When my oceasiooB took me into France, towordi the clo*o 
6f the late reign, tbe clergy, under all them forms, engaged 
a eonuderable part of my cunoeity So lar from findmg 
(ejcept from one set of men, not thou rery numeroui, though 
Tenr actire) the oomplainU and discontonta against ttmt 
bouy, which some pubUcatwn* bad giren mo reason to c ir pec t , 
I perceiTed little or no publlo or pnrato tmeasinc** on them 
occoimt. On further emminatioo, I found tbe dergy, in 
general, perfon* of moderate minds and docoroua manners j 
1 inclu^ the seculars, and tho rcgubri of both scac* I hod 
not tho good fortune to know a great maiy* of tho parochial 
clergy but in general I receitcd a perfectly good account of 
their morals, and of thoir nttontion to their duties. M’lth 


tome of tbe higher dercy I had a personal acquaintance j 
and of the rest in that ciaes, a rcry good mean* of informa- 
tion. They were, almost all of them, ponons of noble birth. 
They resembled others of their own rank j and where there 
was any diflercnce, it wat in tbeir Cirour Thoy ttcto more 
folly educated than the miUtarr noblcsso , to a* oy no moan* 
to disgrace th«r profetnon by ignorance, or by want of 
fitness for tho exercise of tbcir authonty They seemed (o 
beysssi r’hamter, mJi the 

heart* of gentlemen, and men of honour j neither insoleot 
nor rerrile in tbeir manners and condnet. They seemed to 
roe rather a superior class , a aet of men, amongst whom you 



i!r.v<ii,VTinN IN j-uanti:. 


417 


^vmlU\ iioi bi’ !'Hrpri<t (l lo fiiul ;i I'culay,. 1 ^nw nmoii" tlio 
oliTjv in (tunny of llu' dr.-iTiplion an' not to he met 

with any when') nun of irn'af Ii'amiiu: and candntir; and 1 
hn<l reaM'n (n hidii'vu. tlml tldti dr.^criplion was not oftnlincd 
to Pnri'i. \Vlint 1 found in nthor plaocs. 1 luiow Mas acci- 
dental ; and {luTcforc t<t ho pn'‘'tnni‘it a fairaamnic. I spent 
a few days in a pnoincinl town. wIiitc, in the aK'-ence of the 
hi-hop. I pas'-cd my evonin^-s with three rlcroynien, liia 
vicars-sti'iu’ral. per.-oii'' who wonhl liavc done honour to any 
church, 'j'hcy wer-' all well inforiucd ; two of them of deep, 
ofncml. and lAleinive crurlitiiut. ancient and moderu, oriental 
and wc'tern ; partietdarly in their own prolc.-^sion. 'fhey 
had .a inon' e\titi‘-i\'' hnowledoe of our Jhn;li.‘'h divine.s than 
1 c\pi cted : and they entt red into the i;eniu« of thost' writens 
with a eritiiad aecuraey. Om* these ueiitlcuien is since 
dead, the Aide' d/e,-a?;//jV. I pay this t rihute, w ithout re- 
luctance, to the memory of that mdde. reverend, learned, and 
excellent ]'er.-on ; and 1 shmdd do the snnu*, with ctjual 
cheerfulites'i. t<» the merit-, of the (ilher.s, wlu» 1 helicvo are 
still liviiiLT. if 1 did not fear to hurt thoM'whom 1 am unahle 
to serve. 

Sonic of thc'-e ecck'-iastic.s of mnk :irc, hy .all tith's, per- 
son.s docrviii" of pmenil resju-el. Tliey are de,:ervin" of 
gratitude from mo, and from many lin^li.sh. If thi.s letter 
should ever come itito their hatuk, 1 hope they will holievo 
there are tho'-'* of our nation who feid for their unmerited 
fall, and for the cruel ci'Uiisi-alion of their fortune.s, with no 
common sensibility. AVhut 1 s.ay of them is n te.stimony, ns 
far as one feeble voice e.an go. which J owe lo truth. AVlieit- 
over the question of this unnalund per.seeiition is cemoerned, 
3 will pay it. No one .shall prevent nu' from being just and 
grateful. The time k (itted for the duty; and it is par- 
ticularly becoming to show our justice and gi'atitude, wlicn 
tbose, who have de.scrved well of us and of mankind, are 
labouring under popular obloquy, and the pcr.seculiona of 
oppressive power. 

You had before your [Revolution about an hundred and 
twenty bishops. A few' of them Avere men of eminent 
sanctit}', and charily without limit. "Wlien wo talk of the 
heroic, of course we talk of rare virtue. I believe the in- 
Gtanccs of eminent depniA-ity may be ns rare amongst them 
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01 tlioeo of tmntoendeiit goodnfi**. Eifimplct of amnco md 
of Ucentaonaneai may be pc&ed ont, I do not question it, by 
tboee who delmht m the inrestigatuni which lead* to sum 
discorenea A man aa old ne I am 1011 not be aftomshed 
that ierenil, in erarT deacnpbon, do not lead that perfect 
Irfe of Belf*denial, witb regard to wealth or to pleasure, xhidi 
os mthed for by til, hy eome expected, but by none «rnu»ti»d 
with more n^ur, thau by thoee who ore the most attentiTt) 
to them enm mteresta, or the meet indolgont to their own 
patsioni When I wai m France, I am certam that the 
number of Tidous prelate* waa not great. Certain indi- 
Tiduals among them, not djstingmihahZe for the reguIanCy 
of their lire*, made *ome omcndii for their want of tho •ercro 
Tirtnes, in their po6*CMion of tho liberal j and were endowed 
with qualitie* wmch made them nsoful m tho eboreh and 
state I am told, that, with few eicophoni, Lotus the Bn- 
teonth had been more ottentiTo to character, in hi* promo- 
tions to that rank, than hi* lounediato prcdeccsfor , and 1 
beliero (a* *<7nie ipint of reform has prenuled through the 
whole roignl that it may be true. But tbe present mling 
power has shown a (hspotthon only to plunder the church. 
It baa punished all prelate* , which is to iarour tho tickmu, 
at least lo point of rcpotation. It has mado a degrading 
pensionary eetohlishmant, to which no man of hborm Weaa 
or liberal condition vrUl destine hia children. It moat settlo 
into tho lowest classes of the people. As with you tho in- 
ferior ckffgy oro not numerous enough for them duties , as 
theso duties ore, beyond measure, mmoto and toilsome, as 
you hoTo left no middle daasc* of clergy at their case, in 
future nothing of soenco or emdihon can emt in tho QfJU- 
cun church eomploto tho prmoct, without tho least at- 
tention to tho rights of patrons, the Aascmbly has pronded 
m foturo an electiro clergy, an arrangement which rOl 
dnro out of the clencal profotsron all men of sobriety, sU 
who can pretend to indepcndonce in their fonetton or thetr 
conduct, and which will throw tho wholo direction of tlwi 
public mind onto tho hands of a set of licentious, bold, craflv, 
ttctloos, flattering wretches, of such condition and such 
habits of life as will make their contomptihlo pension* (In 
comparison of which the stipend of an ricweman u Jucrati** 
and honourable) on object of low and flUberal Intngue- 
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lu tbo»o of twnsceadcnt goodoct*. Euitnplet of arnnco and 
of licentiaufinwa maj bo ptelced oat, I do not guoatioa it, br 
those •who deh^t in the mTettigation n-hich l^ds to aucrk 
diftcoToriea, A mun ai old ca I am wiH not be astonabed 
thnt soToral, in ereiT deacnphon, do not lead that perfect 
He of Bclf-deiuiil, intu regard to ir^th or to plcasw, Trhidi 
la ■wiahed for hj aE, by *0016 expected, bot by none exacted 
•with mote ngour, than by thoae who are tho moat altcntiTO 
to their own intereata, or tbo moat indulgent to their own 
paaslcma. "UTieu I waa in Franco, I am certain that the 
number of ticiou* prolate* waa not mrat Certain mdi- 
Tiduals among them, not dutingniahablo for tbo rcgulantj 
of their lirce, modo aotno amend* for ibcir want of the tcrcro 
Tirtucf, m tbeir pottcaaicra of tbo Ubcral , and were endowed 
with quahtie* wnich made them u»eful in the chnrcli and 
■tato I am told, that, with ftw exception^ Loni* the bu- 
toonth bad been mere attentiTo to character, in hi* promo- 
tiona to that rank, than he* imtoedtalo predocctaor , and I 
bdicro (a» aomo ipint of refonn baa prcTaileJ through the 
wholo roignl that it may bo true But the proent ruling 
power baa abowa a diipoethon only to plunder tlto church 
it hM punuliedalf prelate*, which 11 to favour tbonoouf, 
at Icoat iQ point of reputation. It ha^ made a degrading 
pcwKJnary wtabllihmcut, to which no man of liberJ idea* 
or bbcral condition will diwtioe bta childrtax U mutt acUle 
into tho lowcrt cU-^tef of tho people A* with you the lo- 
fmor dirgy arc not nutneroua enough for their dutic*; a* 
there duttcH are, beyond racaaore, minute and toiUomc, M 
you liavc left uq middlo claaac* of clcrrjy at their ease. In 
future nothing oC encncc or rradition can exUt m tbo Oalh* 
can church. To compkto the prmect, withoot tbo least ai* 
tcfitiun to tho nghU of Mlroua, tho Aa'crobly hai premded 
in fotofo an lUvtiro clergy, an orrangoment which will 
dnte out of thi cKncal profcrtion all men of nobncly, ah 
who ran pretend to mdcpcndenco tu thnr function or tbnr 
evndart} and wbirh will throw il>r nlmlo dmeHion of th* 
pubbe mind into the handtof a cctof licentious, bold, craftyi 
tictwui daltenng wrvtcbra. of aueb coiuhlwn and •urn 
habU* v»f life ai will raslo their cunicnijiliblc pcnuoni (ut 
companwHi of which the ttip od of an cxct«.*tiian li lumtnv 
and bauourablo) on object of low and illiberal inlngu* 
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Tliose officers, •wliom tbcy still call l)i8liops, are to be elected 
to a pronsion coinparatiA’oly mean, tlirou"li tho same arts, 
(that is, electioneering arts,) by men of all religious tenets 
that are known or can be invented. The new lawgivers have 
not ascertained anything whatsoever concerning their quali- 
fications, relative either to doctrine or to morals ; no more 
than they liave done ndth regard to the subordinate clergy : 
nor does it appear but that both tho higher and the lower 
may, at their discretion, practise or preach any mode of re- 
ligion or irreligion that they please. I do not yet see what 
the jurisdiction of bishops over their subordinates is to be, 
or wiiethor they are to have anj-- jurisdiction at all. 

In short. Sir, it seems to mo, that this new ecclesiastical 
estabbshment is intended only to be temporary, and pre- 
paratory to the utter abolition, under any of its forms, of 
the Chi*istian religion, whenever the minds of men are pre- 
pared for this last stroke against it, by the accomplishment 
of the plan for bringing its ministers into universal con- 
tempt. They who ndll not believe, that the philosophical 
fanatics, who guide in these matters, have long entertained 
such a design, are utterly ignorant of their character and 
proceedings. These enthusiasts do not scruple to avow their 
opinion, that a state can subsist ■without any religion better 
than -with one ; and that they are able to supply the place of 
any good which may be in it, by a project of their o'wn — 
namely, by a sort of education they have imagined, founded 
in a knowledge of the physical wants of men ; progressively 
carried to an enlightened self-interest, which, when well un- 
derstood, they tell us, -will identify with an interest ' more 
enlarged and public. The scheme of this educa'tion has been 
long kno'wn. Of late they distin^ish it (as they have got 
an entirely new nomencla'ture ol technical terms) by the 
name of a Civic Ediication. 

I hope their partisans in England (to whom I rather at- 
tribute very inconsiderate conduct,' than the ultimate object 
in this detestable design) ■R'ill succeed neither in the pillage 
of the ecclesiastics, nor in the introduction of a principle of 
popular election to our bishoprics and parochial cures. This, 
in the present condition of the world, would be the last cor- 
ruption of the church ; the utter ruin of the clerical charac- 
ter ; the most dangerous shock that the state ever received 

2 E 2 
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throngb fl mmmdcrxtood anwiginmynt of ro}y>i<m. I kucrr 
onocigli th*t tbe buhopnct and cure#, under langlj' and 
acignoml patronai;©, at now they oro in England, and u they 
hare been lately in France, are aometrmea acquired un- 
■wortby metbods , bat the other mode of ccdcaiutical can- 
TBM aubjecta them mfinitelj more aurelr and more gcnerallr 
to all thi CTil arti of low ambtboii, wbmh, operating on and 
throogb greater nombera, will prodacc mitchicf in profor- 
tion- 

Thoao of yon, who hare robbed the clergy, think that they 
tball eoailT reconcile their conduct to all Proteitant nalicrai , 
beenuao tiio clergy, whom they bare thus plundered, de- 
graded, and g i ren orcr to mockery and tconu are of the Ro- 
man Catbobc, that ii, ilnr otm nTOlroded pcrainmon I 
haro no doubt that aomo miacmble bigot* will bo found here, 
a* well a> eltowhcre, who hato accU and parties diSerent 
from their own, more than they loro the anbatance of rrli- 
gion, and who are moro angry with those who dilTer from 
them m their particular plana’and ayatems, than displeased 
with those who attack the foundation of our common hope 
These men will write and speak on the •ub,jrct in the man* 
ner that la to bo erpected from Ibcir teroper and character 
Burnet sms, that, when he was in France, in the year 1CS3. 
" the method which earned orcr ihi men of the finest parts 
to Poncry was thi* — they broucht thcmsclrcs to doubt of 
tho whole Cbnsttan rdigwa- "NVheo that was ouco done, it 
teemed a more mdifllTvnt thing of what nJo or form tber 
continued outwardlr’ If thu was then the rerlesta«tieal 
policy of Frauce, it is what ther hare since but too much 
reason to npfot of They pirltTml athrum to a form of 
religion not agreeable to their idea* Thi'y succixdi'd id dc- 
rtroTmg that form , andathei«ro hassuemded in dtxtroymg 
them I can readily pre embt to Diumct s story \ because 
I hato ohrerred too much of a similar spml (for a little of 
it i***inueh too much*') omoopt ourrelic*. Tbc humour, 
liowCTcr, is not genrraL 

The tcachiTS who rTfurmeJ our rrhpon In Encl'od hw 
no sort of rrretnhlanee to ycnir pir-wnt refonamg d x-tnr# in 
T^i TeAiapi t^y were (^lVe thn*e wVinm tbcT 

rather more than could be wished under tlic mrfumcr of a 
party rpint, but they were tDojs' tincen? bebeimi 
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of the most fervent and exalted piety ; ready to die (as some 
of them did die) like true heroes in defence of tlieir particu- 
lar ideas of Christianity ; as they wonld Y’ith equal fortitude, 
and more cheerfully, for that stock of general truth, for the 
branches of -which they contended with, their blood. These 
men -would have disavo-wed ^Yith horror those wretches who 
claimed a fellowship with them upon no other titles than 
those of their having pillaged the ])crsons -nnth whom they 
maintained controversies, and their iianim despised the com- 
mon religion, for the purity of which -tlicy exerted them- 
selves with a zeal, which unequivocally hespoke their highest 
reverence for tlie substance of that system which they wished 
to reform. Many of their descendants have retained the 
same zeal, but (as less engaged in conflict) ^vith more moder- 
ation. They do not forget that justice and mercy are sub- 
stantial parts of religion. Impious men do not recommend 
themselves to their communion by iniquity and cruelty to- 
wards any description of their fellow-creatures. 

'We hear tliese new teachers continually boasting of their 
spirit of toleration. That those persons should tolerate all 
opinions, who think none to be of estimation, is a matter of 
small merit. Equal neglect is not impartial kindness. The 
species of benevolence, which arises from contempt, is no 
tnie charity. There are in England abundance of men who 
tolerate in the true spirit of toleration. They think the dog- 
mas of religion, though in difierent degrees, are all of mo- 
ment : and that amongst them there is, as amongst all things 
of value, a just ground of preference. They favour, there- 
fore, and they tolerate. They tolerate, not because they de- 
spise opinions, but because they respect justice. They would 
reverently and affectionately protect all religions, because 
they love and venerate the great principle upon which they 
all agree, and the great object to which they are aU directed. 
They begin more and more plainly to discern, that we have 
all a common cause, as against a common enemy. They 
-will not be so misled by the spirit of faction, as not to dis- 
tinguish what is done in favour of their subdivision, from 
those acts of hos-tHity, -which, through some particular de- 
scription, are aimed at the whole corps, in which they them- 
selves, under another denQmination, are included. It is im- 
possible for me to say what may be the character of every 
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descnptioti of men amongit m. Bat I ■peak for tbe greater 
part ; and for thorn, I mart tell yon, that sacrilepa is no part 
of thcip doctrine of cood work* , that, to lir irtrai calling 
you mto their feUo^mp on «nch title, if your profestort are 
admitted to their commomon, they must carefully conceal 
them doctrine of tbe Itadolneaa of the protcnptwm of inno- 
cent men , and that they moit make rcttihihon of all ■tolen 
goods Trbatsoorer TUI then they aro none of our*. 

Too may Buppow that wo do not approro your c«ifi*ea- 
ticm of tha rcronujei of biahcmt, and deans, and chapter*, and 
pftrochial clergy powrtsmg mdepeodent ertatci arising from 
land, becanae wo haro tM tamo aort of estshhahment in 
England, That olyection, you wili tay, cannot bold as to the 
confiscation of tho goods of monks and nona, and tho abolw 
tion of them order It la tmo that this particular part of 
your general confiscatKm does not affect England, as a pro- 
ccilent m point but tho reason implica, and it goes a great 
war Tho long parliament confiscated the lands of dtam* 
and chapters lo E^tand <m the aatoe ideas upon whmh yoor 
anombtr act to talo tbe lands of the monastic orders. Bat 
it IS in tho pnodplo of injosttco that tbe danger hca, and 
cot m the deaenpuon of persona on whom it u first exer- 
cisod, I see, in a country very near ns, a coorso of policr 
pursued, which acts justice, tho common eoncem of manVino, 
at defiance ^Vith tho N^ioiul Aasetablj of Franco, po*- 
scanon u nothing, law and utajm aro nothing I sco the 
J^ational AswrmUy opeolr reprobate the doctrine of pro- 
scription, which ono of the grontett of their own lawyers' 
teU* ns, With great troth, is a part of the law of nature lU 
tells us, that the pm«itire asceriamment of its limiti, and its 
accunty from mrosion, were anioog the eaa^cs foe »hich 
cml society ItKlf has been InstUnted If prerenption be 
emeo rhaken, no ■peeies of property is aecure, when it oner 
become* an object largo enough to tempt the cupidity of 
indigent power I sec a pn»ct»eo perfrctly com'^pondent to 
their contempt of this gn'nt fundamental part of natunl 
Uw I seo the confiscatora begin uiih bisbcyH and chapter*, 
and mnna^tenes , but 1 do not see them end there I see tho 
pnnee* of the blood, who, by tht oldest o«agen of that kmg- 
dma, held largo landed estate*, (hardly with the cotapUmrul 

1 t>otBai. 
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of a debate,) deprived of tlieir possessions, and, in lien of 
their stable, independent propert3% reduced to the hope of 
some precarious, charitable pension, at the pleasure- of an 
assembly, which of course will pay little regard to the i-ights 
of pensioners at pleasure, when it despises those of legal 
proprietors, flushed with the insolence of their first inglori- 
ous victories, and pressed by the distresses caused by their 
lust of unhallowed lucre, disappointed but not discouraged, 
they have at length ventured completely to subvert aU pro- 
pei-ty of all descriptions throughout the extent of a great 
Iringdom. They have compelled aU men, in all transactions 
of commerce, in the disposal of lauds, in civil dealing, and 
through the whole communion of Hfo, to accept as perfect 
payment and good and lawful tender, the symbols of their 
speculations on a projected sale of their ■|)lunder. '\\niat 
vestiges of liberty or property have they left ? Tlie tenant- 
right of a cabbage-garden, a year’s interest in a hovel, the 
good-wiU of an ale-house or a baker’s shop, the very shadow 
of a constructive property, are more ceremoniously treated 
in our parliament, than with y-ou the oldest and most valu- 
able landed possessions, in the hands of the most respectable 
personages, or than the whole body of the monied and com- 
mercial interest of your country. "We entertain a high 
opinion of the legislative authority; but we have never 
dreamt that parliaments had any right whatever to violate 
property, to overrule prescription, or to force a currency of 
their own. fiction in the place of that which is real, and re- 
cognised by the law of nations. But you, who began with 
re&sing to submit to the most moderate restraints, have 
ended by establishing an unheard-of despotism. I find the 
ground upon which your confiscators go is this ; that indeed 
their proceedings could not be supported in a court of jus- 
tice ; but that the rules of prescription cannot bind a legis- 
lative assembly.^ So that this legislative assembly of a tree 
nation sits, not for the security, but for the destruction, of 
property, and not of property only, but of every rule and 
maxim which can give it stability, and of those instruments 
which can alone give it circulation. 

When the Anabaptists of Mxmster, in the sixteenth cen- 

’ Speech of Mr. Camus, published by order of the National As- 
- sembly. 
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tniy, had filled Germany with confosion, by their tyitcm of 
lorellinj, and their irild opimona concoming pro p er t r, to 
what conntry m Earope dia not tho projpm of tew fury 
fuTiiuh just cause of alarm P Of all thing*, wisdom b the 
most tomSed with epidemical fimaticiam, beenuso of all encs 
mies it b that agaioit which the is the least able to furmsh 
any kind of resource Vk'o cannot bo ignorant of tho inint 
of atheistical fanaticism, that u inspirw by a mnlhtnoe of 
writing*, dispersed with incredlblo assiduity and cipcnac, 
and by sermons ddirorod in all the itreots and placet of 

E ”'o retort m Pans. These wnling* end semoos hare 
tho populace with a black and sarago atrocity of mmd, 
which supersedes In them tho common feeling* of nature, as 
well ns all sentiments of morality and religion, insomuch 
that these wretches are inducca to bear with a sullen 
patience tho jntolcrublo dislreascs brought upon them by 
tho violent conrubion* and pcrmutationa that haro been 
mado m property ‘ Tho spirit of pro^clytiftn attends this 
spirit of nmaticum They haro societies to cabal and cor> 
respond at boms and nUwd for tho propagation of tbcir 
tenets, Tho repubUe of Dcrne, odd of tho happiest, tho 
most prosperous, and tho best goTcrned cotinlnc* u^a earth, 
is ono of tM great objrota, at tho destruction of wWh they 

* Wltet^rr ibi (oQovtai; detenpOoQ b siri^j Uw, 1 ksov aoti bit 
it b «Iut lbs pabltAt^T* vWil uve U* Use la order to snuiat* 
oUiCT*. la * kiur from Toal, pi»n» bt ooe of ibrir pipen, b ll» fyllo*- 
bif fAWco r u o c c ni tas lbs of that distbcii ** Du* U H^rotuliro 

smeOe, lb oot s lotnr* W ifJitelicm ^ Hytliim* mui |vrWn»> 

hems, H mux trmfuttrw dr« rttwinM de U HeTo^aiioiu OnAftMl tntn 
l*tw fnitSi punr roadfr botnma^ au mn d ordro f^afral «[*{ 

ml d^IonolD^ I A^nnUi^* SaUKoak* dt ^oinU, taiu m fUimdrt, laft^ 
niCT cells fv«lc dfUbli«emrB« far Irioorf* fO »*W*- 

, ct laCBK, cn J»«J ttt Utit rn^ltmi ri«copal, U •eol d* toaW »« 
Tt u n t fi ^oi poOTon, c« olaliK fm n f»«r« km rtr* ca* 
mmit ; foodatnn*'-* d b [Jut rfrmwamit mUtirr OM Sloa Itt mi fm ffr* 
fui^njam U* Mf murutmr^ f 4*1, lit mtmt Ed* |n» mx yi l w l r** dm fto 
jtnr patriolbme j d* kjoI ctirurf |>m« a wricr tntr mm 
dc U Omtitnlufl ^ai es rfdmr* knr iiUc d b j>iu* iffljrmM* mmStU “ 
TV'S I»vpta sre bcK nnK>*ed to h»*r «»dimd *od »* 

Jnrtk n ta • unapd* f r libertr, for tt« muae m mnii muilrt irrnJ* iVt 
«Vt Vra mlmir* frrr , tL#» pui-iirr* la Vtnry mfi*! mia, mod iWr 
malWTfctt.'illbo't wawourmtff iLr nrtttCjcrurt 

atricD^ ij»e,caji bo Roibisa Imi ito rff«i ol Uu» dire tiaiikwo A ert •! 
BJalutod# *11 OTCT I rmoce u la tis mame mad lie mmoie r«nBf>rf 
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aim. I am told they Tiave in some measure succeeded in 
sowing there the seeds of discontent. They are busy 
throughout Grermany. Spain and Italy have not been un- 
tried. England is not left out of the comprehensive scheme of 
their malignant charity : and in England we find those who 
stretch out their arms to them, who recommend their ex- 
ample from more than one pulpit, and who choose in more 
than one periodical meeting, publicly to corres;pond wth them, 
to applaud them, and to hold them up as objects for imita- 
tion ; who receive from them tokens of confraternity, and 
standards consecrated amidst their rights and mysteries ; ^ 
who suggest to them leagues of perpetual amity, at the very 
time when the power, to which our constitution has exclu- 
'sively delegated the federative capacity of this kingdom, may 
find it expedient to make war upon them. 

It is not the confiscation of our church property from 
this example in Erance that I dread, though I think this 
would be no trifiing evil. The great source of my solicitude 
is, lest it should ever be considered in England as the policy 
of a state to seek a resource in confiscations of any kind ; or 
that any one description of citizens should be brought to 
regard any of the others as their proper prey.^ Nations 
are wading deeper and deeper into an ocean of bound- 
less debt. Public debts, which at first were a security to 


' See the proceedings of the confederation at Nanis. 

® “ Si plures sunt ii quibus improbe datum est, quam illi quibus injusle 
ademptum est, idcirco plus etiam valent? Non enim numero ha2c judi- 
cantur sed pondere. Quam autem habet eequitatem, ut agrum multis 
annis, ant etiam steculis ante possessum, qui nullum habuit habeat ; qui 
autem habuit amittat ? Ac, propter hoc injurife genus, Lacedeemonii Ly- 
sandrum Ephorum expulerunt : Agin regem (quod nunquam antea apud 
eos acciderat) necaverunt ; exque eo tempore tantte discordite secutte 
srml, ut et tyranni existerinh et optimates exterminarentur, et preclaris- 
sime constituta respublica dilaberetur. Nee vero solum ipsa cecidit, sed 
etiam reliquam Grreciam evertit contagionibus malorum, quaj a Lacedte- 
moniis profectee manarunt latius.” — After speaking of the conduct of the 
model of true patriots, Aratus of Sicyon, which was in a very different 
spirit, he says, “ Sic par est agere cum civibus ; non ut bis jam vidimus, 
hastam in foro ponere et bona civium voci subjicere prEeconis. At ille 
Grojcus (id quod fuit sapientis et prsestantis viri) omnibus consulendum 
esse putavit : _ eaque est summa ratio et sapientia boni civis, commoda 
civium non divellere, sed omnes eadem seauitate continere.” — Cic. Off 
1 . 2 . 
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■Txmption, to contidtr hia country u nothing bnt caH 


hla^e, upon irhich ho may ncnbblo whatever bo pltwi 
A man full of warm, fpecmativo benm-olenco may wuh hi 
iooety otbennae conetitctod than ho flndi rt, but a gow 


patnoL and a true ^htioan, alwnyi conaidera hoir ho ihal 
maVo the roost of tno oxuting material* of bta comitiy i 


diipontion to mwerro, and an ability to improve, tahen to 
getuer, would w> my standard of a »tatc#maiL ErEiythnif 


el»o 1 * vulgar m the conception, perflou* m tho ciccution- 
Thero are momenta m the fortnne of itates, when perticnlar 
men are calJcd to mako iroproTcmcnti, by great mental exer* 
turn In thote moment*, oven when they *ccm to enjoy thOj 
confidence of their pnnee and conntry, and to bo invested 
with foil authority, they have not alwny* apt rnttrument* ^ 
A politician, to do great thing*, look* for apoiw, what oor 
workmen call a p*rci<T«, and if ho find* that power, m • 
pobtrai as m mcciuimca, ho cannot bo at a loss to apply lU i 


poutrai as m mcctuimca, no cannot bo at a loss to ^ply lU i 
In tho moTtaitio institutiona, m mv opinicm, was found a ^ 
great fleecer for the mechonifmof politic bcnOTolcneo Then' \ 


great poecer for the mechonifmof politic bcnOTolcneo Then' ^ 
were revenue* with a public direction, there were men wholly s 
set apart and dedicated to publie purpoaca, without anr other | 


set apart and dedicated to publie purpoaca, without anr other ! 
tl^n public tics and public pnnnplca , men without tto pca« * 
aibriity of converting tho catatc of the community into a \ 


private fortune, men denied to cclf mtcrertu, whoso aranee !i 


i* for como cominumtj I turn to whom pcrxonal povi 


honour and iaiplicit obcdienee stands in the place 
doro In vain smU a man look to tho possibility of making 
such things wlien ^ want* them The wind* Wow as they 
list Thw Institutions ore t1*o pmdarts of enthusmsm j 
they arc the instrument* of wisdom \\ isdotn cannot create 

roBtcml# , they arc the pfU of nature or of chance j her pnde 
19 m the urc Tho perennfad existence of bodice corporate 
and their fortunes oro tbiag* particularly iiutcd to a man 
who has long tu-ws . who meditate* design* that n“<iauv time 
m ls«hlotimg, snd which propoM* duration when ihey are *e- 
complahcd, lie i* iwt dortemng to rank high orcicii to bo 
mentioned in the order of great slatwmen, who, having oh* 


onv way ofconicrtmg It to the great and Isjtmg beoebt of 
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lilted ftato Bat for thu pnrpoeo of dutnbaticm, it wfiu* 
to mo, that tho idle oipenaei of moot* are qtate ai veil 
directed oi the idle eipenae* of ua lay-loiterrre. 

"Wlien tbo adrantagw of the poeetimon and of the project 
are on a par, thero u no motare £br a change. Buti m tbo 
pretent ana, perhapt, th^ are not upon a par, and the dife- 
ence it m liToar of the posaoMion. It do« not appear to 
mo, that the exponaea of tncne whom yon are going to expel, 
do in fact take a couraa ao directly and so generSy l-rlrnff 
to xitiate and degrade and render miBerabfo thoee through 
whom they poaa, at the erpeneet of thote fiivoontet whom 
yon are intrudi^ into their hoosee Why thoold the ei- 
pendltore of a gr^ landed property, which a a dapemon 
of the fforpliu product of the aou, appear mtolerahle to you 
or to me, when it takes its cocme through the accumulation 
of rest l£bni»ea, which are the hiitory of the force and 
WBokneaa of the human mind, throu^ gnat collecticins of 
anoent records, medula, and coms^ which attest and explain 
lawB and coftoma , through paiutinga and statues, that^ by 
lautatuig nature, teem to extend the bmita of ereatioii, 

S grand monumenta of the deed, which oontmoe the 
connexioua of life beyond the rnre , throngh 
[Qt of the speeunena of nature, whi^ become a re- 
preeentatiTe assembly of all the clasaee and fWmiliM of the 
world, that by disposition facilitate, and, by exciting cun- 
OBity, open the arennes to ecienoe ? If by greet permanent 
eatablisWenta, all theee objects of exponae are better secured 
from the inconstant sport of personal enpnee and personal 
extraragance, are they worse than if tbo same tas^ pro* 
Yailod m scattered indiTithials P Doe* not the sweat of the 
mason and carpenter, who toil m order to partake the sweat 
of the peasant, dow ai pleasantly and as a^ohnouily, m the 
conftrTKtKm and repair of the maieatic odiflcea of religion, 
as m the painted booths and sordid sties of nco and luxury i 
as honourably and as profitably m repairing thoso Bicr« 
works, which grow hoary with umamenblo years, as on 
the momentary roccptaclei of transient Tuluptuoasneai , m 
operU'houaea, and hrotbels and guming-houeca, and club* 
houeea, and ohehsis m the Champ de Blara f Is f be surp/tn 
product of the olire and tho nne worse employed m the 
&^b 1 lustenanee of persona, whom tho flctiopj of a pwis 
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imagination raise to dignity by construing in tbe service of 
God, than in pampering tbe innumerable multitude of those 
who are degraded by being made useless domestics, subser- 
vient to tbe pride of man ? Are tbe decorations of temples 
an expenditure less worthy a wise man, than ribbons, and 
laces, and national cockades, and petit maisous, and petit 
soupers, and all tbe innumerable fopperies and follies, in 
which opulence sports away the burthen of its superfluity ? 

We tolerate even these ; not from love of them, but for 
fear of worse. We tolerate them, because property and 
liberty, to a degree, require that toleration. But why pro- 
scribe the other, and surely, in every point of view, the more 
laudable use of estates ? WTiy, through the violation of all 
property, through an outrage upon every principle of liberty, 
forcibly carry them from the better to the worse ? 

This comparison between the new individuals and the old 
corps is made upon a supposition that no reform could be 
made in the latter. But, in a question of reformation, I 
always consider corporate bodies, whether sole or eousistmg 
of many, to be much more susceptible of a piiblic direction 
by the power of the state, in the use of their property, and 
in the regulation of modes and habits of life in their mem- 
bers, than private citizens ever can be, or perhaps ought to 
be : and this seems to me a very material consideration for 
those who undertake anything which merits the name of a 
politic enterprise. — So far as to the estates of monasteries. 

"With regard to the estates possessed by bishops and 
canons, and commendatory abbots, I cannot find out for what 
reason some landed estates may not be held otherwise than 
by inheritance. Can any philosophic spoiler undertake to 
demonstrate the positive or the comparative evil of having 
a certain, and that too a large, portion of landed property, 
passing in succession through persons whose title to it is, tu- 
ways in theory, and often in fact, an eminent degree of piety, 
morals, and leaiming ; a property, which, by its destination, 
in their turn, and on the score of 'merit, gives to the noblest 
families renovation and 'support, to the lowest the means of 
dignity and elevation ; a property, the tenure of which is 
the performance of some duty, (whatever value you may 
choose to set upon that duty,), and the character of whose 
proprietors demands, at least, an exterior decorum, and gra- 

VOL. II. 2 F 



432 


aETiiEOnojrB oar rm 


lated ttnte. But for Hub pnipo#e of diitnbuticm, it Bern* 
to me, that the idle erpenBeo of monki are quite ai irell 
directed ai the idle ejpeii»e« of us lay lo rt e rcre . 

When the adrantagei of the poaseasioii and of the project 
are on a par, there la no motire Ibr a change. But in the 
preaent cose, perhapa, they are not upon a par, and the diSar- 
enc© 18 in feTonr of the poaaeasion- It doe* not appear to 
pift, that the etponaea of tboae whom yon are gomii w eip^ 
do in fact take a courae ao directly and so cetLeraf^ lending 
to Titiate niul degrade and "render miserahlo those throogh 
whom they pnas, aa the eiponaee of those Crrounte* whom 
yon are mtniding mto tbeir home*. Why ahould the ei« 
penditnre of a great landed property, whieh la a diapertion 
of the anrplaa product of the aod, appear intolerable to yon 
or to me, when it takes ita coarse throngh the aocmnulation 
of vnat nbnmea, which are the hiatory of the force and 
weakness of the hnman mmd , through great collections of 
ancient reecnrds, medals, tmd coma, which attest and explain 
laws and enatoms , throngh paintings and statues, thaL by 
imitating nature, seem to extend the lunita of crcatioo, 

S grand monnmeats of the dead, which ixmtinne the 
and connexicms of bfe beyond the graTo, thremgh 
>Qa at the specimens of natni^ which become a re- 
preseutatiTe astetably of all the cloases and families of the 
world, that by disposition facQitate, and, by exciting cun- 
ositT, open the avenues to scienee ? If 1 ^ great permanent 
eataolishmentB, all these objeeta of expense are better secured 
from the inconstant sport of personal enpnee and personal 
extrsTagance, are they worse than if the ■ninw taste# pre- 
TsBed m scattered indindnala f Doee not the sweat of the 
mnaon and carpenter, who toil in order to partake tbo twtet 
of the peasant, flow as pleanntly and aa aalnbncmaly, in the 
oonatruction and repair of tbo maiestio edifices of religum, 
as m the painted booths and aordia sties of Tree and luxury i 
as honourably and aa profitably m repairtug those tacred 
works, which grow hoary with innnmerablo years, aa on 
the momentary roceptocle* of transient Toluptuonancti \ in 
opejn honseat and brothel^ and jamiuy houses and dub- 
honsee, and obeliaka m the Champ de Mars P la the aurpltis 
product of the ohre and the nno worse employed m the 
frugal fustmanee of persona, whom the fictions of a pioo# 
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imac^ation raise to dignity by construing m the service of 
God than in pampering the innumerable multitude of those 
'^'ho’are degraded by being made useless domestics, subser- 
vient to the pride of man? Are the decorations of temples 
an expenditure less worthy a wise man, than ribbons, and 
laces, and national cockades, and petit rnaisous, and petit 
soupers, and all the innumerable fopperies and follies, in 
which opulence sports away the burthen of its superfluity ? 

"We tolerate even these ; not from love of them, but for 
fear of worse. We tolerate them, because property and 
liberty, to a degree, require that toleration. But why pro- 
scribe the other, and surely, in every poiut of view, the more 
laudable use of estates ? '^y, through the violation of all 
property, through an outrage upon every principle of liberty, 
forcibly carry them from the better to the worse ? 

This comparison between the new iudividuals and the old 
corps is made upon a supposition that no reform could be 
made in the latter. But, in a question of reformation, I 
always consider corporate bodies, whether sole or consisting 
of many, to be much more susceptible of a public direction 
by the power of the state, in the use of their property, and 
ia the regulation of modes and habits of life in tlieir mem- 
bers, than private citizens ever can be, or perhaps ought to 
be : and this seems to me a very material consideration for 
those who undertake anything which merits the name of a 
politic enterprise. — So far as to the estates of monasteries. 

With regard to the estates possessed by bishops and 
canons, and commendatory abbots, I cannot find out for what 
reason some landed estates may not be held o1;herwdse than 
by inheritance. Can any philosophic spoiler undertake to 
demonstrate the positive or the comparative evil of having 
a certain, and that too a large, portion of landed property, 
passmg in succession through persons whose title to it is, al- 
ways in theory, and often in fact, an eminent degree of piety 
morals, ^d learning ; a property, which, by its destination, 
m eir urn, and on the score of merit, gives to the noblest 

families renovation and support, t6 the lowest the means of 

elevation; a property, the tenure of which is 
■i ^ ormance of some duty (whatever value you may 

“d fte character It wh„?e 
proprietor., deraaads, at least, aa erferior decorum, and gra- 
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•ntj of nuumeri , TTho arc to oiemte a genercrui but tem- 
perate hoepitnli^, part of wboeo income tber are to con- 
nder as a trust for chanW , and who, eren wWi they tail 
m tbeir trust, when they au^ from their ohoracter, and de- 
generate into a mere common eecular nobleman or gentleman, 
are in no respect worse than those who may succeed them 
in their forfeited poBseesiona? Is it better that estates 
should he held by those who hare no duty, than by tboee 
who have one f— liy those whose character and dastoatian 
point to virtnea, than by those who have no rule and direc- 
tion in the expenditure of thear estates but tbear own will 
and appetite P Nor are these estates held altogether m the 
chararter or with the onU suppooed inherent m mortmam 
They paia from hand to hand with a more rapid cntulation 
than any other No exoeas is good i and thermore too great 
a proportion of landed prope^ may be held officaTly for 
life DQt rt does not seem to roe of material nyury to any 
coTiimonwealth, that there abould exist some estates that 
hare a chance of being acquired by other means than tho 
previous aeqaisition of mon^ 

This letter is grown to a great length though it u indeed 
short with regi^ to the infinite extent of the subject 
VanotLj arocations hare from tune to tune called my mind 
from the subject. I wos not toiry to give myself Insure to 
ohsarre wbetner, in the proceedings of tho Nabcmal Aasem- 
blr, I might not find reasons to change or to qualify some 
of my first scmtnnenta. Ererything h^ confirmed me more 
strondy m my first opinions. It was my ongmal purpose 
to take a new of the principles of tho National Assembly 
with regard to the great and fondamental establishments, 
and to compare tho whole of what you hare substituted m 
the place of what you hare destroyed, wrth the sereral mem- 
hers of our Bniuh canstttntion. Bat this plan is of a 


greater extent than ot first I computod, and I find that you 
nave little desire to take the adrantage of any examples. At 
present I must content myself with some remarks upon your 
establishments , resen uig for another time what I p ro p osed 
to say coneenung the spirit of our Bnbsh monarchy, ansto- 
assT, .sfld danj«nj£7, « p»i*cdB/ l.bey cxiah^ 

I MiTD ti^n a view of what has been done by the eoreru- 
ing power in France I have certainly spoke of it with free- 
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dom. Those whoso principlc.it is to despise the ancient, 
permanent sense of manhind, and to set np a sclieme of so- 
ciet}’' on new principles, innst naturally expect that such of 
ns, who think better of the judgment of the Imman race 
than of theirs, should consider both them and tiicir devices, 
as men and schemes upon their trial. Tliey must take it for 
granted that we attend much to their reason, but not at all 
to their authority. They have not one of the great influ- 
encing prejudices of manldnd in their favour. They avow 
their hostility to opinion. Of coiu'se they must expect no 
support from that influence, which, with every other author- 
ity, they have deposed from the seat of its jurisdiction. 

I can never consider this Assemhly as anything else than 
a volimtary association of men, who have availed themselves 
of circiunstanccs to seize upon the power of the state. They 
have not the sanction and authority of the character imder 
which they first met. They have assumed another of a very 
different natirre ; and have completely altered and inverted 
all the relations in which they origiaaUy stood. They do 
not hold the authointy they exercise under any constitutional 
law of the state. Tliej’’ have departed from the instructions 
of the people by whom they were sent ; which instructions, 
as the Assembly did not act in virtue of any ancient usage 
or settled law, were the sole source of their authority. The 
most considerable of their acts have not been done % great 
majorities ; and in this sort of near divisions, which carry 
only the constructive authority of the whole, strangers ■udil 
consider reasons as well as resolutions. 

If they had set up this new, experimental govemnient, as 
a necessary substitute for an expelled tyranny, mankind 
would anticipate the time of prescription, which, through 
long usage, mellovre into legalit)' governments that were 
violent in their commencement. All those who have affec- 
tions which lead them to the conservation of civil order 
would recognise, even in its cradle, the child as legitimate, 
which has been produced from those principles of cogent 
expediency to which all just governments owe their birth, 
and on which they justify their continuance. But they wH 
•be late and reluctant in giving any sort of coimtenance to 
the operations of a power, which has derived its birth from 
no law and no necessity ; but which on the contrary has had 
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by whiA tbe 
dertroyed. 

^ rf^jSiii-fprMCTiptiOB. "We fern 

! /p.<f^',r><'/5.<'^,luoi,J»i»»/'W^. req™™* 

» '’iSrt® “ *“ tie tmaaHt 

* 7m flomnum reftwoB ire called for 
of mooted 

ri^*****;^ into the mode of acqamiig new 

'"Ji'f'" 5 <" *>“ ™” 

<",(5^ w tlto tint othich a omilly conceded 

I'Swtnued Mithonty 

i" Ctilfi ,*^^d«>cnrnig tbeir power, the Amembty pro- 
"ra ‘*‘*°^clplea the moat oppomte to thoae which oppeir 
«wdi “2**W li the uoo of It. An ohacmitioo on thu 
„ ditact ^ n, into the troo apint of their conduct 
which they hare done, or oontmno to do, m 
5^{c^Btam and keep then- power, u hj the oommon 

Iter proceed eiactlp aa their aiK^ 
done betre them,— Tram them tl w 

floea, fraada, and nolencea, 
iM new Hey foUow 
pnnetiliom eiactnaw of 
iota from the anthenho 
But m all the reg^ib^ 

r t has been the rery 
T^le to the 
abandon the dcareat 
theories, to irhich none 
■Lghtest of hii priTate f 
becanso m their denro 
they are thoro^ly in 
beaten rooi The 
haTO no real aolicitude, 
way to chance, becauao u 
nenco to prore their 
^7o must alwayi tee 
tho er rora of those who f 
with regard to points 
conccrald- But in these 
tender, parental a^ 
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for the suite of an erjciiment. In tlio raatncsa of nuii- 
promae tlte conaience of llicir prcaieUcta, 11,. ^ - 
outdo nU the lioastmg of empuies. The mogmw rf\heir 

pretenBioue, m a maimer pioToUa and challeMCB 1 °^^™ 

mmury mto tlieir loundauoiv. ° 

1 am convinced tliat tiiere are men of considerable narls 
among the popular leaders m the National Asscmblv Some 
of them display eloquence in their speeches and their tS 
mgs This cannot he without powerful and eullivatrd 
talents. But dequeue may east wiftout a ptoportionS 
degree of ™doim Whenl speah of ability, I'am oblled 
to distinguish. What they have done towards the snnobrf 
of their system bespeaks no ordinary men. Inthes' t ^ 
itself, taken as the scheme of a republic constructed for^ 
curing the prosperity and security of the citizen and^fr 
promoting the strength and grandeur of the state,! confe4 
myself unable to find out anything which displays, in a sin 
gle instance, the work of a comprehensive and disposiurr 
mind, or even the provisions of a vulgar prudence. ^Their 

S ose everywhere seems to have been to evade and slin 
! from difficulty. This it has been the glory of the great 
masters in aU the arts to confront, and to overcome • and 
when they had overcome the first difficulty, to turn it into 
an instrument for new conquests over new difficulties • thus 
to enable them to extend the empire of their science • and 
even to push forward, beyond the reach of their original 
thoughts, the land-marks of the human understanding itself 
Difficulty is a severe instructor, set over us by the supreme 
ordinance of a parental Guardian and Legislator, who knows 
ns better than we know ourselves, as he loves us better too. 
Pater ipse colendi -liaud facilcm esse viavi vohdt. He that 
wrestles with us strengthens our nerves, and sharpens our 
skill. Our antagonist is our helper. This amicable conflict 
with dfficulty obliges ns to an intimate acquaintance with 
our object, and compels us to consider it in all its relations. 
It wiU not suffer us to he superficial. It is the want of 
nerves of understanding for such a task, it is the degenerate 
fondness for picking short-cuts, and little fallacious facili- 
ties, that has in so many parts of the world created govern- 
ments with arbitrary ]mwer8. They have created the late 
arbitrary monarchy of France, They have created the arbi - 
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wbict bAB not beeai mended bj tb« ob«iiT»- 
Sl. o/tboM irho wore much inferior m xmderrtandmr to 
tho^xTreon wbo took the lead m the bnnncM adow 
hut w^-fliMtained pT0gTe«^ the effect of each rtop la watch 
, the ffood or ill mcce** of tho flret giree light to u* in the 
second ^ coudacted with 

Mfety throng whole aene* We see that the part* or 
the lyatem do not olaih The enla latent m the most pro- 
ocmirrmnees are prondod for as thej anae. One ad 
TBntage u ** Mtle as powrihle socnflced to another "W^e 
eompoittte, Tro reconcile, we balance. We are enabled to 
unite into a conaurtent wbole the nmona anomabea and coo - 
tending prinaplea that are foond m the mmdi and affair* of 
men. From Hence anae*, not an excellence m sunphcity, btrt 


one far Buponor, on excellence m composition. Where tho 
great mtereats of mankind are conceniM through a long inc- 
ceasion of gonemtxona, that enccessiOD ought to be a dmi tted 
mto aome aoare m the oonncQs which are eo deeplf to affect 
them If juitica requires this, the work itself requires the aid 
of more mmds than one age gwn fornish. It is from this tmw 
of things that the best legislators hare been o^n tatisff^ 
with tbe establishment of some sore, eobd, and mhng pnnoi* 
pie m goremment , a power like tbst which some of the phi- 
losophers bare cnllM a plastic nature , end hanng fixed the 
pTtDoiple, they hare left it afterwards to its own oporabon. 

To proceed m this manner, that », to proceed with a pre- 
siding principle, and a prolific energj, is with me the ttitenon 
of praoond wisdom "What joor pobbemns thmk the marks 
of a bold, hnrdj genioi, aro onij proofi of a deplornble 
want of ability By their nolent haste and their defiance 
of tbe pTOceei of nabiro, they are ddiTered cner blmdly to 
every projector and odrentuw, to orery alehymist and em- 
piric. They despair of tumne to account anything that n 
common. Diet n nothing in their system of remedy The 
worst of It is, that this their despair of curing eommon (bs- 
tempers by regular methods, arises not only from defect of 
comprehension, but, I fear, from some malignity of daposi- 
faon. Ypnr legalators seem to have taken their opinions of 
all profesiriema, ranks, and ofiiees, from the dedsmabons end 
boffoonenes of latmit* , who would themselves bo astoo- 
isbed if th^ were held to tho letter of their own desenp- 
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lions. By listening only lo lliosc, yonr Ic.ndovs regard nil 
things only on tlie side of Ihoir ^ice.s and faull.'^, ai}d vieiv 
thoso vices and faults under every colour of exaggeralion. 
It is undoubtedly tiaic, tboiigh it may seem paradoxical ; but 
in general, those who are habitually ('inployed in finding and 
displaying faults, are uiujualified for the work of reforma- 
tion : because tlieir minds are not. only unbirnislied with 
patterns of the fair and good, but by habit they come lo lake 
no delight in the contemplation of those thing.s. By hating 
vices too much, they come to love men too little. It is there- 
fore not wonderful, that they should be indisposed and un- 
able to servo them. I'rom hence arisc.s the comjde.xional 
disposition of some of your guides to ])ull everything in 
pieces. At this malicious game they display the whole of 
their qtmfrivianoiis activity. As to the re.sl, the paradoxes 
of eloquent WTitors, brought forth purely as a sport of iimey, 
to try their talents, lo rouse attention and excite surj)rise, 
arc taken up by these gentlemen, not in the spirit of the 
original authors, as means of cultivating their taste and im- 
proving their style. These paradoxe.s become with them 
serious grounds of action, upon which the}' proceed in regu- 
lating the most important concern.s of the state. Cicero lu- 
dicrously describes Cato ns endeavouring to act, in the com- 
monwealth, upon the school panidoxc.‘<, which exercised the 
xsits of the junior students in the Stoic philosophy. If this 
was true of Cato, these gentlemen copy after him in the 
manner of some persons who lived about his time — jicdc undo 
Cafoiicm. Mr. Ifume told me that ho had from J?ousseau 
himself the secret of his principles of composition. That 
acute though eccentric observer had perceived, that to strike 
and interest the public, the mnrvcdlous must be produced ; 
that the marvellous of the heathen mythology had long sinco 
lost its effects ; that giants, magicians, fairies, and heroes of 
romance Avhich succeeded, had exhausted the portion of 
credulity which belonged to their age ; that now nothing 
was left to the writer but that species of the marvellous 
which might still be produced, and with ns great an cfiect 
as ever, though in another way ; that is, the marvellous in 
life, in manners, in characters, and in extraordinary situ- 
ations, ginng rise to new and unlooked-for strokes in poli- 
tics and morals. I believe, that were Eousaeau alive, and in 
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f iQteima*, ho ^™ald be ibooted at the practi- 

S' h« SU who m tbmr pn^loxea £e eer- 
and even m then- incrtdolrtj ducarer an 

^^*^(OT^-^o^dflrtnk0 oonBideroble thmgt, eren m a regnlnr 
.—V onjzbt to giTB OJ groond to preaniae ibiLty But tbe 
b^exM of the state, whc^ not eatiifled with the cure of dn- 
nndertaie* to regenerate constitationa, ought to 
.tOTTUiicominoii powon. Borne Tery imninal appeomncei 
of Tnsdom ought to ditplaj themselvei on the face of tho 
de«gna of thw, who app^ to no practice, and who copT 
flfter DO inodeL Ha* any auch been manifeatedP I shaM 
take ft view ■hall for the anl^ect be a very ihort one) of 
«-hat the Aaaembly has done, with regard, to the con 
ititutum of the legMlature , m tho next place, to that of the 
execotiTe ]^wer , then to that of the juaicatnre , aftenrorda 
to the model of the army , and conclude with the ■yttem of 
finance, to see whethCT we can doscorer m any part of 
thor MheiDda the portentooa abUity, which may jiutuy theae 
bold undertaken m the sopenonty which they aatuine orer 

jrmnkinft 


It IB m the model of the eorcreign and premding part of 
this new republic, that we ehould Q:^>ect tb^ graua dupW 
Hero they wwre to prore them title to thar prond demaniu 
Por tho plan itaelT at large, and for the reoaoni on which it 
la grounded, I refer to the jcnmals of the A*«cinbly of the 
29ui of Boptember, 1780, ond to the aubiequent proceedingi 
which hare mode any oltenitioiiB in the plan. So £ir aa m a 
matter tomewhat confuaed I can BOe light, tho ryatem re- 
mama fubirtanttally as it has been ongmaHy framed. 5Iy 
few rmaiba will bo inch as regord its ipint, iti tendon^, 
and it» fitneas for franuog a popular commonwealth, which 
they profess theirs to be, auited to tho ends for which anr 
commonwealth, and particularly «uch a commonwealth, » 
made. At the same time, I mean to conuder its consatenoy 
with lUclf and its own pnnciplea 

Old cstablahmcot* are tned by thcur effects tf the peo- 
ple an> hairoy, united, w)cn]tbj, and poTrcrful, we pwwunio 
the rest \to conclude that to be good from whence good 
u dented. In old ertabbahiDenta Tnnous correebre* hare 
been found for tbnr aberratwiiB from theory Indeed they 
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are tlie results of various necessities aiul ev|ieclicuces. Tliej 
arc not often constructed after any tlieory ; theories are 
rather drauui from them. In them avc ofteu see the end 
best obtained, where tlic means seem not perfectly rccon- 
eilahlc to what we may fancy was the original scheme. Tho 
means taught by cspcricnco may be better suited to political 
ends than those contrived in the original project. 3’liey 
again react Tipon tlie primitive constitution, and sometimes 
improve the design itself, from which they seem to have de- 
parted. I thinlc all this might he curiously e.vcmplilied in 
the British Constitution. At worst, the crror.s and devia- 
tions of every kind in reckoning arc found and computed, 
and the ship proceeds in her course. This is the case of old 
establishments ; but in a new and merely theoretic system, 
it is expected that every contrivance shall appear, on ttie face 
of it, to answer its ends •, especially where the projectors are 
no way embarrassed with an endeavour to accommodate the 
new building to an old one, either in the walls or on tho 
foundations. 

Tho French builders, clearing away as mere rubbish what- 
ever they foimd, and, like their ornamental gardeners, form- 
ing everything into an exact level, propose to rest the whole 
local and general legislature on three bases of three diflerent 
lands ; one geometrical, one arithmetical, and the thud 
financial ; the first of which they call tho basis of ierritonj ; 
the second, the basis of pointlaiion ; and the third, the basis 
of contribution. For the accompli-shmcnt of the first of these 
pxuposes, they di^dde the area of their coiintiy into eighty- 
three pieces, regularly square, of eighteen leagues by eighteen. 
These large diAusious arc called Departments. These they 
portion, proceeding by square measurement, into seventeen 
hundred and twenW (hstricts, called Communes. These a^ain 
they subdivide, still proceeding by square measiuement, into 
smaller districts called Cantons, making in all 6400. 

At first view this geometrical basis of theirs presents not 
much to admire or to blame. It calls for no great legislative 
talents. Nothing more than an accurate land surveyor, with 
his chain, sight, and theodolite, is requisite for such a plan 
as this. In the old divisions of the country, various acci- 
dents at various times, and the ebb and flow of various pro- 
perties and jiuisdictions, settled their bounds. These bounds 
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and the depoties of the Tkj^nent chooee 
i^TLpxxttcs to the Jfgtumal Here la a third 

Wnefl- of a BoneeleM quahfloatioii- Ererj deputy to the 
jCahoocl AaeemblT murt par, m direct contribuhon, to the 
Tilno of a mark (f «1wr Of all tlsae quaUfyiug bamen 
^ must ^b^nlt alike , that they are impotent to aecore mde- 
pendenoe j atrong only to deatosy the right* of meiL 
^jn all tms proceta, irluch in ita fundamental elementa af- 
foctB to connder only popn/aium npon a principle of natural 
ngbt, there la a manifett attention to property , 'whicb, bow- 
erer just and reaaonable on other Bohemea, la on theirs per- 
fectH uneupportable, 

■^yiien they come to their third hosia, thnt of OowtribuUon, 
trefind that they haro morecompletelv li^ sight of them rights 
of men This ust baais rest* satife^ on property A. prm- 
trrpla totally different fixim the equality of men, and utterly 
DTOcondlahlB to it, ii thereby admitted, but no sooner is 
thu principle admitted, than foa nsniil^ rt a robnirted^ and 
it u not subrerted (as to shall pmently see) to appronmate 
themeqnaUtyof nehoa to the lerel of nature The addibonal 
sharo in the third p orfa on of repreaentation (a portion re* 
Borred eifllusirely for the higher contribution) a made to 
e^^ard the du/nrt only, and not the ludiridoals m it trho pay 
It IS easy to percerre, by the course of them reasoning nor 
much they more emharruBed by their contradictory id^ of 
tho rights of men and the pnril^ges of ncbe*. The eomnutteo 
of constitution do os good os adimt that they arc ThoUy irre- 
oonoflable “ The relation mth record to £he contributions, 
IS -without doubt «it77 (aay they) wnem tbe Question is cm the 
btlanco of tbe pobtical ngbtsas between mdindoal and mdi- 
•ndual; without which persosoZ emiaUtif rmuld It dtrircytd, 
and an arutoeney ike rteh would bo established. But this 
mconTenienco entiroly disappears when tho proportional re- 
lation of the contribution is only considotnd m the yrert 
doftifs, and is solely betircon pronnee and pronneo, it 
serre* m that case only to form a^ust reciprocal proportkm 
between tbe cihea, without nflwting the personal rights of 
the citiren*.’' 

Hero the pnnaplo of coniribulton, os taken between man 
nmit or of tine cssllcr sttmUotia tpxms to be of do motsect, 

■irfaen tbs UkU Ii foodisMsUOy ridooi sad tbsnnL 
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sort of fevonr to the rich, in ooMeqnence of their eantribu- 
tion, they onnht to hare conferTOfl the pnrilcge cither on 
the mdindufll nch, or on come cla« formed of nch percotti 
(t 5 hiatoTuiDi l e p r ee cnt SeiTiiu TnUms to have done m the 
eariy conatrtation. of Borne) , beoonse the contest bctreen 
the nch end the poor u not e rtroffile betireon corportchon 
end corporation, out a contest betireen men and men, a 
oompetiaon not bertweon. distnetf, but between doeonptions 
It would answer its purooee bettor if the scheme ware in' 
Torted j that the rotes of the massee wero nmdered equal , 
and thirt the rotes withm each moss were proportion^ to 


Tiet no suppose one man in a district (it is an easy ruu- 
poertion) to contribute os much as on hundred of his neigh* 
hours Against these be has but one rote If there were 
but one reprosentatiTe for the mna, bis poor nmghhours 
would outrote him by tm hundred to one for that single re- 
nreeentatire. Bad eooo^ But tanends are to be made 
mm How ? The district, m nrtue of hii wealth, is to 
ehoose, say ten members instead of one that is to ny, ^ 
paring a ray large eontributian he bos the hnppmm of 
hemg oatrotod, tm bundred to one, by tho poor, lor ten re- 
prescntatiTee, instead of being on^oted eactly in tho Bamo 
proportion for a single membCT In truth, instead of bene- 
fiting by this supenoT Quantity of representation, tho nch 
morns subjected to an aiditionm hardship. Tho increose of 
r e pr esentation within his prormoe sets up nine porsems more, 
and as many moro than nine as tbero may bo democratie 
candidates, to cabal and mtnguo, and to flatter tho people 
at his expense and to his opprewion An interest Is by 
this means held out to multinides of tho infenor sort, in 


obtaminn a salary of eighteen brret a day, (to them a rast 
object,) besides tbo pleasure of o rcsideuco in Paris, and 
there share lu the poreminent of tho kingdom. Tho moro 
the ol^ects of ambition arc multiplied and b^me democratic, 
just in that proportion tho nch are endangered. 

Thus it must fore between tho poor and the nch in the 
•wrwfl/w. ddctond. anstocratic.. whirt ul iIa Internal relation 
IB the Twy r erer se of that ehameter In its external rcla- 
tiOD that V *1* relation to the other pronneet, I cannot see 
how* the unequal rcpTetcntntioii,whicn is gircn to massca on 
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account of wealtli, "becomes the means of presendng the 
equipoise and the tranquillity of the commonwealth. For if 
it he one of the objects to secure the weak from being 
crushed by the strong, (as in all society undoubtedly it is,) 
how are the smaller and poorer of these masses to he saved 
from the tyranny of the more wealthy ? Is it by adding to 
the wealth)'- further and more systematical means of oppress- 
ing them ? When we come to a balance of representation 
between corporate bodies, provincial interests, emulations, 
and jealousies are full as likely to arise among them as 
among individuals ; and their di-vdsions are likely to produce a 
much ho-tter spirit of dissension, and somethiug leadmg much 
more nearly to a war. 

I see that these aristocratic masses are made upon what is 
called the principle of direct contribution. Hotliing can be a 
more xmequal standard than this. The indirect contribution, 
that which arises from du-ties on consumption, is in -truth a 
better standard, and follows and discovers wealth more natur- 
ally than this of dii’ect contribution. It is d iffi cult indeed to 
fix a standard of local preference on account of the one, or of 
the other, or of both, "because some pro-vinces may pay the 
more of either or of both, on account of causes not intnnsic, 
but originating from those very districts over whom they have 
obtained a preference in consequence of their ostensible con- 
ti’ibution. If the masses were mdependent, sovereign bodies, 
who were to pro-vide for a federative treasury by distinct con- 
tingents, and that the revenue had not (as it has) many im- 
positions running through tbe whole, which affect men indi- 
-viduallj'-, and not corporate!)"-, and which, by their nature, 
confoimd all territorial limits, something might he said for 
the basis of contribution as founded on masses. But of all 
things, this representation, to be measured by contribution, 
is the most difficult to settle upon principles of equit)’^ in a 
country, which considers its districts as members of a whole. 
For a qrcat city, such as Bourdeaus, or Paris, appears to pay 
a vast body of duties, almost out of aU assignable propornon 
to other places, and its mass is considered accordingly. But 
are these cities the true contributors in that proportion? 
No. The consumers of tbe commodities imported into 
Bourde.aux, who are scattered through all France, pay tbe 
inqiort duties of Bourdeaus. The produce of the -i-intago in 

VOL. 11. 2 o 
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Giufinnn and l4ui^uodoc giro to that aty the mcama of it» 
contnTjurion grcnsing oat of an export commerce. The land- 
hold^ ■ffho lipend their eetatea in Pana, and are thereby 
the oeeton oi that city, contribute for Ptna from the pro- 
Tincce out of m-hteh their remmea ame Yeij neariy the 
(tame arguments irill apply to the repreaontatire iharo giren 
on account of oonfribution] becanae the direct con- 

tribation moat be ateesaed on TFcalth real or preeumed , and 
that local wealth will itself enae from cause* not local, and 
which therefore in eqmty ooght not to prodneo a local pro- 
ference. 

It la Tery remarkable, that in this fandamental regulation, 
irbich fettle* the reprreaenttaion of the mas* upon the direct 
oantribntion, they hare not yet fettled how that direct contri- 
bution ahaH be laid, and how (qjporhoned. Perhaps there i* 
fome latent policy toward* the contnmance of the present 
Assembly m this atrange procedure Howerer, until they 
do tbia, they can hare no certom conatitubon. It mnet de- 
pend at bat upon the eyrtem of tamfaoa, and mnat rary with 
crery Tanation m. thik ayrtem. A* they hare contnred 
matter*, their taxation doe* not bo much depend on their 
oonatrtnbon, as their constitation on then- tamtion. Thu 
nuft introduce greet confhaum among the mane*, as tbo 
ranabla qualification for Totes within the district must, if 
oTur reel contested electiems take place, cause inflmte inter- 
nal controrersioa. 

To compare together the three base*, not on their political 
Tceaon, but on the ideas on which the Assembly works, and 
to try ita consistency with itaclC we cannot aroid obecrring, 
that the prinaple which the committee call the bam of 
pojfralatioiL^ does not begm to operate from the tamo point 
with the two other pnnaple* called the base* of tt r r it oTj 
and of coninbittion, wnich are both of tn anstocrabc nstuni. 
IIk) conseononco a, that, where sH three begin to operate 
together, there u ^ moat absurd meqaali^ produM by 
the operation of the former on the two latter principle*. 
ETcry canton contains four square league*, and u eatunoted 
to contain, on tho arerago, dtXW inhabitants, or CSO roter* 
m the primary ouemBixf, which raiy m number* with the 
population of tho canton, and send ont deputy to the com. 
Mune for CTCiy 200 rotor*. ATse eonton* make a commume 
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let US tnlre a canton containing a sea-port toicn of 
trade, or a great ntanu/acturing town. Let us su])posc the 
populatioji of this canton to bo 12.700 inJ)nbilaJ)ls, or 2103 
voters, forming three primary assQmhUes, and sending ten 
deputies to the eonnnunc. 

Oppose to this one canton two otbers of the remaining 
eight in the same commune. Those ive may s\ipposc to have 
their fair population of -1000 inhahitanla and GSO voters 
each, or SOOO inhabitants and 13G0 voters, bofli together. 
These unll form only two priniart/ assentblics, and send only 
six deputies to the commune. 

AVhen the assembly of the eommitnc comes to vote on the 
basis of territory, which principle is first admitted to operate 
in that assemhly, the single canton, ivhich has ItaJf the terri- 
tory of the other two, ivill have ten voices to .f/.r in the election 
of three deputies to the assembly' of the de))artmcnt, chosen 
on the cxi)rcs3 ground of a rejiresentation of territory. 
This inequality, striking as it is, will be yet highly aggravated, 
if we suppose, ns we fairly may, the several other cantons of 
the comnmne to fall proportionably short of the average 
population, ns much as the^)r/«cf/m/ e.mdon exceeds it. 

^ow as to the basis of contribution, winch also is a prin- 
ciple admitted first to operate in the assembly of the com- 
mune. Let us again take one canton, such as is stated above. 
If the whole of the direct contributions paid by a great 
trading or manufacturing town be divided equall}' among the 
inhabitants, each individual will bo found to pay much more 
than an individual living in the country according to the 
same average. The whole paid by the inhabitants of the 
former mil be more than the Avhole paid by the inhabitants 
of the latter — we may fairly assume one-third more. Then 
the 12,700 inhabitants, or 2193 voters of the canton, -will 
pay as much as 19,050 inhabitants, or 3289 voters of the 
other cantons, which are nearly the estimated proportion of 
inhabitants and voters of Jive other cantons. iN'ow the 2193 
voters AviU, as I before said, send only ten deputies to the 
assembly ; the 3289 voters will send sixteen. Thus, for an 
equal share in the contribution of the whole commune, there 
will be a difference of sixteen voices to ten in voting for de- 
puties to be chosen on the principle of representing the ge- 
neral contribution of the whole commune. 

2 G 2 
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Bv tlte lame mode of computation tto iliall find 16 875 
niliabitanta, or 2741 roten of the other cantonB, \Tho pay ono 
dxtk UM to the contribution of the ■whole ooflonwM, 
hare Areo ■roicee moeb than the 12,700 mhabitanti, or 2198 
Toters of the one canton 

8ooh ii the fimtartical and m^nst inequality between masa 
and man, m this cunoua repartition of the rights of ropr^ 
sentation innngout of irrritoTyandconfrihit/BMi The quali- 
floationi ■which theie confer are m truth negatTr© guali- 
flcation*, that mT® a right m an mTcne propcrtion to the 
poesesnon of them 

In thu whole contnvnnce of the three buiei, coniider it 
in aiy light you pleaae, I do not see a Ttnetr of objects re- 
eoncued m one consistent whole, bnt serenu contradictorT 
prmcrplee reluctantly and urecoDoJUbly brought and held 
together by tout pniloeopbera, like wild beast* shut np 
in a cage, to <^w and bite each other to thmr mutual de> 
(tructaon 

I am a&iud I hare gone too far into their way of consider* 
ing the fonxiatioa of a constitubon. They hare much, but 
bad, metaphyncit much, but bad, geometry, nneb, but 
false, proporoonate anthmebe , bnt if it were all a* exact as 
motapaysica, geometry, and arithmetic ought to be, and if 
their aobemea were p^ecUy consistent m all tbeir parts, it 
would make only a more fair and mghtly Tiikm. It is 
markable, that, in a great amuiOTment of mankind, not one 
reference whataoerer is to be loond to anything moral or 
anything poUho j nothing that relates to the concerns, 
actions, the passions, tbo interests of men. Uorrunem non 
tapiiaU. 

You see I only eonsider this constitution as electoral, and 
Wdtnff by steps to the National Assembly I do not enter 
into the mternal govemmeiit of the departments, and tbrir 
genealogy through tbo communes and cantons Tbeso local 
gorernmentfl are, m the original plan, to be as nearly at pov 
sible compooed in the same manner and on the same prin* 
aples witn the electire asscmblica. They are eodi of them 
bodies perfectly compact and rounded In tbemsrlre*. 

You cannot but porceiTo m this scheme, that it has a 
direct and immcdiato tendcniy toserer Fnuwo mto BTariclT 
of republics, and to render tMm totally independent of «fo 
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other, xvithout nny direct const it ulionnl means of colierencc, 
connexion, or sul)ordination, except wliat may be derived 
from their acqnicsconoc in tho determinations of the general 
congress of tlie ambassadors from each independent rejinblic. 
Such in reality is the National Assembly, and such govern- 
ments I admit do exist in the world, though in forms in- 
finitely more suitahleto the local and habitual circumstances 
of their people. Eut such associations, rather than bodies 
politic, have generally been the eflcct of necessity, not choice ; 
and I believe the present I'ronch power is the very first 
body of citizens, who, having obtained full authority to do 
•ndth their country what they pleased, have chosen to dissever 
it in this barbarous manner. 

It is impossible not to observe, that, in tho spirit of this 
geometrical distribution, and arithmetical arrangement, these 
pretended citizens treat France exactly like a country of 
conquest. Acting ns conquerons, they have imitated the 
policy of the harshest of that harsh race. The policy of such 
barbarous victor.s, who contemn a subdued people, and insult 
their feelings, has ever been, as much ns in them lay, to 
destroy all vestiges of the ancient country, in. religion, in 
polity, in laws, and in manners ; to confound all territorial 
limits ; to produce a genei'al poverty ; to ]mt up their pro- 
perties to auction; to crush their princes, nobles, and pontifls ; 
to lay low everything which had lifted its head above the 
level, or which could serve to combine or rally, in their dis- 
tresses, the disbanded people, under the standard of old 
opinion. Thpy have made France il'ee in the manner in 
which those sincere friends to the rights of mankind, the 
Homans, freed Greece, I\Jaccdon, and other nations. They 
destroyed the bonds of their union, under colour of providing 
for the independence of each of their cities. 

AATien the members who compose these new bodies of 
cantons, communes, and departments, arrangements pur- 
posely produced through the medium of confusion, begin to 
act, they "will find themselves in a great measure strangers 
to one another. The electors and elected throughout, espe- 
cially in the rural cantons, will be frequently without any 
cml habitudes or connexions, or any of that natural discipline 
which is the soul of a true republic. Magistrates and col- 
lectors of revenue are now no longer acquainted with their 
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dktnotB, buhops with thtnr dioceeei, or curate* with tbar 
paroihei These Bew cotcnuei of the n^ti of toexi bear a 
rtroDg memblfliioe to that »ort of militcnT- csolonie* which 
Taoitus has obserred upon in the daclumig pobey of Eomo. 
In better and wiaer da/B (whatorer co ur se they took with 
foreign natioiiB) they were cnreftil to make the elements of 
methodical anhor dm at ion and aettlement to be csoenl, and 
ema tolay the fo tmAi tifmanf pittT diawplmw ni the military ‘ 
Bah when all the good art* had fallen into rnia, th^ pro- 
ceeded, a* your AaaeoiWy dose, the oonahty of men, 
and withoa Lttlejud^toent, and as little care for those things 
which make a republic toWahle or dimble. But m this, os 
well as almort everr instance, yoor new commonwealth n 
bom, and bred, ana fed, m those cormptionf wbieh mark 
degenerated and wom-oot repnbbc* aonr child come# 
into the world with the aymptoma of death, the^oefe* iZip- 
poerahoa forma the character of its physiognomy, and the 
prognostic of its fata. 

legulatora who framed the anmeot repnblies knew 
that their busnesa was too ardoons to ^ accomplisbed with 
no better apporatas than the aeikphrsics of an under* 
graduate, and the mathemabes and aritometio of an exose- 
man, Ihey had to do with men, and they were obhg^ to 
study haman nature. They had to do with mticens, and 
they were obliged to atndy the eflbcts of those habits which 
are communicated by the mroumstanees of cml life. 
wero sensible that the operation of this second naturo on the 
first produced a new cotnbmatum j and thence arose many 
diTCTBities amongst men, according to their birth, their edn- 
cation, thmr pnofessions, the period# of tbcir lires, their 
residenoe m towns or in the country, their serersl ways of 
acquiring and of fli i itf property, and according to the quality 
of the property itself; aJl which rendered them as it were so 
many dillerent species of antmn?«_ From hence they thought 

I Koi, at oQm, ealrena tefUme* d«dac»buttiir emn tribonii, et cco 
tnikmOw, ci ent cnJoaqBS ordhila nilUfba*, at com e m a H nrluie 
rmpoUkam afncertnit orf later se, dhwtlj euslroli*, «i» 

mtors, sine slTsctlbai motol*, qosst ex aha fCMre oMrUUom, ropeata ta 
tnram eoUeeti, numerBS 101*^1 qnam eolooU. Taa. Aanii. L 1 1 
All tUi wflJ ^ sdH Bton apphoiWe to tk« naceraertri nstaiwy, 

„ui — m tall absnid and smsekss co tut lraH on. 
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‘themselves obliged to dispose their citizens into snch clnsscs, 
and to place them in such situations in the state, as their 
peculiar habits mi^ht qualif^'^ them to fdl, and to allot to 
them such appropriated privileges as might secure to tliem 
■what their specific occasions required, and which might funi- 
ish to cacli description such force as might protect it in the 
conflict caused by the diversity of interests, that must exist, 
and must contend, in all complex society : for the legislator 
would have been ashamed, that the coarse husbandman 
should well know how to assort and to use his sheep, horses, 
and oxen, and should have enough of common sense, not to 
abstract and equalize them all into animals, without pro- 
A*iding for each kind an appropriate food, care, and employ- 
ment; whilst he, the economist, disposer, and shepherd of 
his o^vn kindred, subliming himself into an airy metaphy- 
sician, was resolved to know nothing of his flocks but as men 
in general. It is for this reason that Montesquieu observed 
very justly, that in .their classifleation of the citizens, the 
great legislators of antiquity made the greatest displa)’’ of 
their powers, and even soared above themselves. It is here 
that your modern legislators have gone deep into the nega- 
tive series, and sunk even below their omti nothing. As the 
first sort of legislators attended to the difi’erent kinds of citi- 
zens, and combined them into one commonwealth, the others, 
the metaphysical and alchemistical legislators, have taken the 
direct contrary course. They have attempted to confound 
all sorts of citizens, as well as they could, into one homo- 
geneous mass ; and then they dmded this their amnlgama 
mto a number of incoherent republics. They reduce men to 
loose counters, merel}’- for the sake of simple telling, and not 
to figures whose power is to arise from their place in the 
table. The elements of their own metaphysics might have 
taught them better lessons. The troU of their categorical 
table might have informed them that there was something 
else in the intellectual world besides substance and qtianiity. 
They might learn from the catechism of metaphysics that 
there were eight heads more,' in every complex defiberation, 
which they have never thought of ; though these, of all the 
ten, are the subjects on which the skill of man can operate 
anything at all. 

* Qualitas, Eelatio, Actio, Passio, Ubi, Quando, Situs, Habitus. 
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So finr from thit oble di^wntim of •ome of the old repob- 
llcfln legaliton, rhich folWa with a Bohcrtou* aocunwy the 
moral conditloii* and propensitje* of men, they hare lereDad 
and cTuihed tc^tber all the order* which they fcrand, eren 
under the coaree unartiftnal ammgement of the monarchy, 
m irhieh mode of goTemment the elaaamg of the atuena i» 
not of BO much mportence aa m a repubho. It u true, how- 
erer, that every each dawiflcation, if properly ordei^ ja 
good m nil forms of goreriuneut , and eonrpMea a ttrong 
barrier agamst the exceseea of deapotnni, as well ai it u the 
neceeaary meana of gmng effect and permanenco to a repuh- 
hc. For want of sometha^ of thi* Vmd, rf the preaent pro- 
ject of a repnhho ehould all aecrinties to a moderated 
freedom fidl along with it, all the indirect rwtramti which 
mitigate dcapotiam are remored , inioimich that if monarchy 
ahomd ever again ohtam on entire ascendency in Fnmce, 
under thu or under any other dyunity, it will probably bo, 
if no* Tohmtarilr tempted, at eettmg ont, by tw woo and 
nrtoous oounaefs of ue pnneo, the moat completely arbi* 
traiy power that has erer appeared on earth- Thu i* to 


ph^a meet detperote game 
Tbo canfimou which ittenda on aD neb prwocdmgt, they 
BTcn declare to be one of iheor objects, and they hope to •&- 
cure tbem constitution by a terror of a return of tbo»o orili 
which attended their makiM it. “ By this,” stT they, “ rta 
dewtruction wili become dim^t to authority, wnich cannot 


dewtruction wili become dim^t to authon^, wnich cannot 
break it m without the entire doorganiiation erf the whole 
state ” They presume, that if this outhonty ibould ever 
come to the aamo degree of power that they mve acijuired, 
it would make a more moderate and ehastned use of it, and 


would piously tremble entirely to disorgauue tho state m 
the savage manner that they hare dona. They eipoct, from 
the Tirtues of returning despotism, the security wmdi is to 
be enjoTcd by tbo of&pnng of their popular ncea. 

I wish. Sir, that you ana mr rcadera would giro an atten* 
tiro perusal to the work of iL do Calonne, on thla subject- 
It ia indeed not only an eloquent, but an able and instructive, 
performance I confine myself to what he say* relative to 
the constitution of tho new state, and to tho condition of the 
rcTcnne As to tbo dispute* of thia muibter with hi* nv*l^ 
I do not wish to pronounce upon them- A* Uttle do I 
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mean to liazard any opinion concerning Ins -vrays and means, 
financial or political, mr taking his covmtry out of its present 
disgraceful and deplorable situation of servitude, anarchy, 
bankruptcy, and beggary. I cannot speculate quite so san- 
guinely as he does,: but he is a Frenchman, and has a closer 
duty relative to those objects, and better means of judging 
of them, than I can have. I wish that the formal avow^ 
which he refers to, made by one of the principal leaders in 
the Assembly, concerning the tendency of their scheme to 
bring France not only from a monarchy to a republic, but 
from a republic to a mere confederacy, may be very particu- 
larly attended to. It adds new force to my observations : 
and indeed M. de Calonne’s work supplies my deficiencies 
by many new and striking arguments on most of the sub- 
jects of this letter.' 

It is this resolution, to break their couutry into separate 
republics, which has driven them into the greatest number 
01 their difficulties and contradictions. If it were not for 
this, all the questions of exact equality, and these balances, 
never to be settled, of individual rights, population, and con- 
tribution, would be wholly useless. The representation, 
though derived from p^s, would be a duty which equally 
regarded the whole. Each deputy to the Assembly would 
be the representative of France, and of all its descriptions, 
of the many and of the few, of the rich and of the poor, of 
the great districts and of the small. All these districts would 
themselves be subordinate to some standing authority, exist- 
ing independently of them, an authority in which their re- 
presentation, and everything that belongs to it, originated, 
and to Avhich it was pointed. This standing, unalterable, 
fundamental government would make, and it is the only 
thing which could make, that territory truly and properly a 
whole. With us, when we elect popidar representatives, we 
send them to a council, in which each man individually is a 
subject, and submitted to a government complete in all its 
ordinaiy functions. With you the elective Assembly is the 
sovereign, and the sole sovereign ; all the members are there- 
fore integral parts of this sole sovereignty. But with us it 
is totally different. With us the representative, separated 
from the other parts, can have no action and no existence. 

' See I’Etat de la France, p, 363. 
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The goTennnent n the pointof Trforenceof thesereral mem- 
bcTB anri distncta of ojir represootntion. Thta is tb© centre 
of oar unity Tha gaTemment of reference u a tnatee for 
the vhiJe, aild not for the parts. So la the other branch of 
OUT poblic cotmcfl, I mean the Honee of tarda. With na 
the tnng and the lords are aereral and jomt aecnntxea for the 
egoabtj of each diatnct, awh nronnce, each aty ^^en 
did you hear m Great 3nUm m anj prerzaro radJarn^ fium 
the ineqnali^ of ita repreaentabon j rrhat diatnct finm 
harmg no repreaentatian at allf Nrt only our monarchy 
njid our peerage eeeore the egoal^ on -whi^ onr uni^ de- 
p®dB, but it la the apint of tw IIouBe of Commona itnp1f 
The Tery meonality of repreaentahon, which is ao fooliahly 
oompLuned ol, la perhapa the reiy thing which prtrrcnti ua 
Irem thmkmg or acting aa membra for datnota. Cornwall 
electa aa many membra aa all Sootland. Bat is Cornwall 
better token care of than Scotland P Few tronhle thcur beada 
about any of ^ar bases, out of tom© giddy dubs. Moat of 
those who wian for any change, iqKm any pkuafble groumU, 
denre it on diderent ideas 

Toot now constitntKm a the rery roTerse of oors m ifa 
prueiplfi ] and I am aitanished bow any persoan could dream 
of holding out anything done u it, as an oiample for Great 
Bntato. With you there is little, or rather no, coanenon 
hetTreea the last representatire and the llrit eonstitncnt. 
The member who coca to the KtiJonal Assembly is not 
choeen by the people, nor accountable to them There are 
three elections before be la chosen two seta of magHtracy 
interrcne between him and the primary asaembly, ao as to 
render him, as I hare said, an ambasaador of a state, and not 
tbo ro p r ea entatiTO of the people within a state. By tbu the 
■whole spmt of the eleebon la changed , nor can aur coii e c - 
tire, which your conatituhotHmongera hare dorisoi render 
him anything else than what ho is. The Terr attempt to do 
ft would inentably introdaco a eonfosion, ii possible, mow 
homd than the present There la no way to make a coa- 
nenon between too original oonatitnent and the representa- 
tire, but by the oretutoua roams which may lead toe nnii- 
date to apply in the first mstaneo to tbo primary electors, in 
order that by tboiraathontabre Inatruclions (and aometbing 
more per^ps) these pmuary electors may force tbo two luc- 
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ccediug Ijodics of electors to iiialcc a clioice ngi'ccablc to tbeir 
Avisbes. But Ibis Avoxild plainly subvert tbc whole sebeme. 
It would be to plunge them back into that tumult and con- 
fusion of popular election, which, by tlieir interposed grada- 
tion of elections, tlicy mean to avoid, and at length to risk 
the whole fortune of the state with those wlio have the least 
knowledge of it, and tbc least interest in it. This is a per- 
petual cQleinma, into which they are tbromi by tlie vicious, 
weak, and contradictory principles tliey have chosen. Un- 
less the people break up and level tliis gradation, it is plain 
that they do not at all substanliaUy elect to the jViiscmbly ; 
indeed they elect as little in. appearance as reality". 

I^Hiat is it we all seek for in on election ? To answer its 
real purposes, you must first possess the means of knowing 
the fitness of your man ; ancf then you must retaui some 
hold upon him by personal obligation or dependence. For 
what end arc these primary electors complimented, or ra- 
ther mocked, with a choice ? They can never know anything 
of the qualities of him that is to serve them, nor has he airy 
obligation whatsoever to them. Of all the powers unfit to 
be delegated by those who have any real means of judging, 
that most peculiarly luifit is what relates to aj^crsoiwl choice. 
In case of abuse, that body of primary electors never can 
call the represeut.ativc to an accoimt for his conduct. Ho 
is too far removed from them in the chain of representation. 
If he acts improperly at the end of his two years’ lease, ic 
does not concern hun for tivo years’ more. By the new 
French constitution the best and tbc "wisest representatives 
go equally "with the worst into this Limhus Pairtim. Their 
bottoms are supposed foul, and they must go into dock to 
be refitted. Every man who has served in an assembly is in- 
eligible for two years after. Just as these magistrates begin 
to learn their trade, like chimney-sweepers, they are dis- 
qualified for exercising it. Superficial, new, petulant ac- 
quisition, and interrupted, dronish, broken, 'ill recollection, 
is to be the destined character of all jmur future governors. 
Your constitution has too much of jealousy to have much of 
sense in it. You consider the breach of trust in the repre- 
sentative so principally, that you do not at all regard the 
question of his fitness to execute it. 

This purgatory interval is not unfavourable to a faithless 
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ropTWntttfare, Trbo moj to &i good a canviutar ti lie ttm a 
bod ^orernor In thi* tamo ho may eabul hiinielf into a 
tuMnonty over the -wioeefc and moat TirtnonB. Aa, in the 
en^ ftU the momhen of thii electire conatitnbon aro egoally 
fagitivo, and enft only for tho election, they may be no 
longer the aaine poroona who had ohoacn him, to whom he la 
to be reeponiible when he tohati for a renewal of hi* trot. 
To Gill all the aecondary doctor* of the Qmimine to teemmt, 
11 ndicnloua, impracbcoDle, and nnjoat , they may themadroa 
bare been deceiv^ in their choice, a* the third aet of deef ora, 
thoee of the Depariment, may be m theira. In your election* 
nmonaibHity cannot enat. 

Finding no aort of principle of ooherenco with each other 
m the nature and conititutian of tho acTenl new rcpnhlle* 
of France, I conndered what cement the Icgialatow had pro- 
vided for them from any eitraneon* material*. Thar con- 
federation*, their jpcrttfrfn, their orio feaitj, and thdr en- 
tbusiaam, I take no notice of, they oro nothing but mere 
tncki , bat traone their pohey through their actioni, I think 
I can dittinguiah the amngemezits by which they propoao to 
hold these republic* together The tint, a the 
with the compuliory pap® c urre ncy annexed to it} tho 
■ccond, i* tho supremo ^wer of the aty of Fan* i the third, 
1* the general army of tew ftate. Of tm* l**t I shall roaerTO 
what 1 have to aay, until 1 come to ecmtider tho army aa a 
bead by it»df 

Aa to the operation of the Qnt (tho conflacation and paper 
cuTTcn^) merely a* a cement, I cannot deny that these, tho 
one depending on tho other, may for tome time compoao 
aome Mrt of cement, if tbeir madsess and folly m tho 
managemont, and in the tempering of tho part* together, 
doet not produce a repulsion in tho very outset. But allow, 
mg to the acheme some cobcroiKe and somo duration, it ap- 
pear* to me, that i^ after a while, the confiscation should not 
be found sulUcient to support the paper coinage, (as I am 
moroUr certain it will not,^ then, instead of ccmentuig, it 
will and infinitely to the diasociation, dutmction, and con- 
fusion of these confinierate republic*, both with relation to 

caA cftheT,Bnitu\'ntj-ieiTcnl'ptiT^-wi\!‘Ei'iiitki«£iWiVts. Eot. 
if the confbcatbn should so far succeed s* to sink the pop® 
currenoy, the cement i» gone with the circulation. In the 
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mean time its "binding force -will be vorj- nncerlnin, and it 
will straiten or relax Avilb every variation in the credit of 
the paper. 

One tiling only is certain in ibissclicme, wliicb is an efTect 
seemingly collateral, but direct, I have no doubt, in ilie minds 
of those ivbo conduct this busincs.s, that is, its cfi’cct in pro- 
ducing an Oligarclnf in every one of the republics. A paper 
circulation, not founded on any real money deposited or en- 
gaged for, amounting already to four-and-forty millions of 
English money, and this currency by force substituted in the 
place of the coin of the kingdom, becoming tliercby the sub- 
stance of its revenue, as well as the medium of all its com- 
mercial and cinl intercourse, must luit the whole of wliat 
power, authority, and influence is left, in any form whatso- 
ever it may assume, into the hands of the managers and con- 
ductors of this circulation. 

In England we feel the influence of the bank ; though it 
is only the centre of a voluntar}’^ dealing. He knows little 
indeed of the iniluence of money upon mankind, who does 
not see the force of the management of a monied concern, 
which is so much more extensive, and in its nature so much 
more depending on the managers, than any of ours. But 
this is not merely a money concern. There is another mem- 
ber in the system inseparably connected ■\nth this money 
management. It consists in the means of drawing out at 
discretion portions of the confiscated lands for sale ; and 
' carrying on a process of continual transmutation of paper 
into land, and land into paper, ’\^^len we follow this pro- 
cess in its effects, we may conceive something of the. inten- 
sity of the force with which this system must operate. By 
this means the spirit of money-jobbing and speculation goes 
into the mass of land itself, and incorporates with it. By 
this kind of operation, that species of property becomes (as 
it were) volatilized ; it assumes an urmatinal and monstrous 
activit)'-, and thereby tlrrows into the hands of the several 
managers, principal and subordinate, Parisian and provincial, 
all the representative of mone}'-, and perhaps a fuU tenth 
part of all the land in Erance, which has now acquired the 
worst and most pernicious part of the evil of a paper circula- 
tion, the greatest possible uncertainty in its value. They 
have reversed the Latonian kindness to the landed property 
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dfDeloa. They hare ient thein to be bkrm about, like tbo 
light fragment* of a irreci, orct et littora etrcuM. 

Tbe new dealera, bemg aD hibituallj' adrantnrefB, and 
without any fixed habita or local prcdflectumi, will puirhafle 
to job out again, ta the martet of wper, or of money, or of 
li^rl BhaB present an adfantage. For tboogh a holy tuihop 
thinra that egnculture will denre great ndrintagee from the 
" etdx^'kientd " umrera who oro to purchase tho chureli cwn- 
flacation*, I, who am not a good, oat an old farmor, with 
great humihty beg leave to tSl hU late lordahip, that uamr 
a not e tutor of agncolturo | and if the word “ enlightened” 
be tmderatood aoeOTdmg to the new djctionary, at it alwaya 
11 in your new schooU, I cannot conoeiTO how a man’a not 
believtng m God can tench him to cultivate tho earth with 
tho laart of any additional aJriD op encouragement. “Du* 
nnmortnllbnB sero,” said an old Boitwm, when ho bdd ono 
handle of the plough, Death held the other Though 
you were to join m the commiMion aD tho dircrtore of the 
two ocademioo to the diroctcna of the Chute d'Hteom^e, ono 
old, experienced peaaant u worth them all I bave ^ more 
mformation upon a cunons and intemting branch of hui- 
bondry, m one ihort e o nvertahon with an old Carthuaian 
monk, than I hare derived from all tho Bank dirwrtorB that 
I have over oonveroed with nowwrer, there u no cauio for 
appreheiiBiou from the meddling of money-dealcrt with roml 
economy Theae gentlemen are too wi*o m them gonerabon. 
At firat, perhapa, their tendnr and ruaceptible imaginatiani 
miqr he eapbvated with tho innocent and unprofitable delighU 
of a paftoral life, bnt in a littlo time they wfQ find that 
■gncultUTO i* a trade much roore labonoua, and much Ins 
lucrative, than that which they had left- After making it« 
panegyric, thev will turn tbeir back* on it like their great 
prccureor aaif prototypo They may, like him, begin by 
fcmging ** tlh what will bo tho end P 

i7«e loniMS fntr^tar Al^tm, 

Jtm Jew* /nhtmt nttiau 
Ometm rthyit idUm ]»t0«ntra , 

OMcn; eaUttdu fcmtrt 

Thor win culthnto the CSw«*e under tho Mcred 

aujpicct of thm prelate, with much more profit thoir it* nne- 
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yards and its coni-ficlds. They wll employ their talents 
according to their habits and their interests. The}’- will not 
folloiv the plough whilst they can direct treasuries, and 
govern provinces. 

Your legislators, in everything new, arc the very first who 
have founded a connnonwealth upon gaining, and infused 
this spirit into it as its ntal breath. The great object in 
these politics is to inetainorphoso Franco from a great Icing- 
dom into one great play-table; to turn its inhabitants into 
a nation of gamesters; to make speculation ns extensive as 
life ; to mix it with all its concerns ; and to divert the whole 
of the hopes and fears of the people from their usual chan- 
nels into the impulses, passions, and superstitions of those 
who live on chances. Tlicy loudly jirodaim their opinion, 
that this their present system of a republic cannot possibly 
exist without this kind of gaming fund ; and that the very 
thread of its life is spun out of the sta])lc of these specula- 
tions. The old gaming in funds was mischievous enough 
undoubtedly ; but it was so only to individuals. Even when 
it had its gre.atest extent, in the hlississippi and South Sea, 
it affected but few, comparatively; where it extends further, 
as in lotteries, the spirit has but a single object. But where 
the law, Avhich in most circumstances forbids, and in none 
countenances, gaming, is itself debauched, so ns to reverse 
its nature and policy, and expressly to force the subject to 
this destructive table, by bringing the spirit and symbols of 
gaming into the minutest matters, and engaging everybody 
in it, and in everything, a more dreadful epidemic distemper 
of that kind is spread than yet has appeared in the world. 
"lYith you a man c.an neither earn nor buy his dinner udthout 
a speculation. "Wliat he receives in the morning -will not 
have the same value at night. A^Hiat he is compelled to 
take as pay for an old debt will not be received as the same 
when he comes to pay a debt contracted by liimself ; nor will 
it be the same when by prompt papnent he would avoid 
contracting any debt at idl. Industry must •wither away. 
Economy must be driven from your coimtry. Careful pro- 
vision win have no existence. YTio •u’ill labour ■without 
kno'adng the amount of his pay ? Who ■will study to increase 
what none can estimate? A^o ■wiU. accumulate, when ho 
does not know the value of what he saves ? If you abstract 
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it from itB tuei m gumng, to accmnulate your paper wealtb, 
■ffoold be not the providmce of a man, btrt the diitempa^ 
mstmct of a jackdaw 

The truljr melancbolj part of the poLmr of ^atmatuallj 
rriflkTDg a natioii of gameateia u thia, that tboo^ aH are 
fijTced to play, ferw cantmdcrwland the game , and fewer gtni 
are in a coition to arafl tbemielTei of the knowledge. 
The many muat be the dupes of the few ^ho condact iSw 
machine of theea apecolationa. "WTint effect it mnat hare on 
the country people la naiblo He townaman can calculate 
from day to day j not »o the inhabitant of the coantij 
"When tbepeaaant firat bnnga his com to market, the magis- 
trate in the towns oblige* him to take the assignat at par , 
when he goes to the shop with his money, be &ds it seren 
per cent, the worse for crossing the way This market he 
will not readily resort to agam. The towns-people wtH be 
inflamed 5 thf^ will force the country people to onng their 
com. Beoatanca will b«^ and the murders of Pans and 
Bt. Dema ma^ be rune wed through all Trancaw 

'What ugmfles the empty eompbinent paid to the eouiv 
t^, by giTing it, perha^ more than its ihare in tbo theory 
of your represcntatioa? "Wbere have yon placed tho risal 
power over monied and landed circulabon P ‘V^cro laro 
you placed the means of raising and lallmg the Taluo of 
erery man’s freehold P Those, whoso opomtions can take 
from, or add ten per cent to, the posscssjona of erery man 
m France, must m tbo masters of erery irmn m France 
The whole of the power obtained by this rerolution will 
settle in tbo towns among the buiyhers, and the monied di- 
rectors who lead them. The landra gentleman, tho yeoman, 
and tho peasant, hare, none of them, habits, or inclmation*, 
or eiponenee, which can lend them to any share m this the 
Bolo source of power and influonco now left m Franco Tbo 
rery natiiro of a country life, tho very nature of landed pro- 
perty, m oH the occupationa, end all the plcasurt* they 
afford, render combination and arrangement (t]« solo w^ 
of procuring and eiertmg mflaenco) in a manner imposiiblo 
amongst country people. Combine thorn by all tho art you 
can, pnd aD the industry, they are always diisolnng into in- 
dindoahty. Anything m the natnro of mcoiwation w 
almost impmcticablo amongst them Hope, Icar, alarm, 
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jealousy, the ophcmcrous tale lliat. does its business and 
dies in a day, all these things, ■which arc the reins and spurs 
by 'which leaders check or urge the minds of followers, arc 
not easily employed, or hard!}* at all, amongst scattered 
people. They assemble, they arm, they act, with the utmost 
difliculty. and at the greatest charge. Their efforts, if ever 
they c.an be commenced, cannot be sustained. They cannot 
proceed systeinatically. If the country ge?iflcnien attempt 
an influence through the mere income ot t heir ^noporky, what 
is it to that of those who have ten times their income to sell, 
and who c.an ruin their properly by bringing their plunder to 
meet it at marhet? If the landed man wi.shes to mortgage, 
he falls the value of his land, and raises the value of as- 
signats. He augments the power of his enemy by the very 
means he must take to contend with him. The country 
gentleman therefore, the oflicer b}’’ sea and land, the man of 
liberal A-iews and habits, attached to no profession, will be as 
completely excluded from the government of his country as 
if he were legislatively proscribed. It is ob\'ious, that in the 
to'wns, all the things which conspire against the country 
gentleman combine in favour of the money manager and di- 
rector. In towns combination is natural. Tlic habits of 
burghers, their occupations, their diversion, their business, 
their idleness, continually bring them into mutual contact. 
Their virtues and their vices are sociable ; they are always 
in garrison ; and the}'- come embodied and half disciplined 
into the hands of those who mean to form them for civil or 
military action. 

AH these considerations leave no doubt on my mind, that, 
if this monster of a constitution can continue, France will 
be wholly governed by the agitators in corporations, by 
societies in the to'wns formed of directors of assignats, and 
-trustees for the sale of church lands, attoruies, agents, money- 
jobbers, speculators, and adventurers, composing an ignoble 
oligarchy, founded on the destruction of the crown, the 
church, the nobility, and the people. Here end all the de- 
ceitful dreams and -visions of the equality and rights of men. 
In “the Serbonian bog” of this base oligarchy they are all 
absorbed, sunk, and lost for ever. 

Though human eyes cannot trace them, one would be 
tempted to think some great offences in France must cry to 
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benTQii, which ha* thought fit to puniah it with a inbjecticin 
to a Tile and m^onou* domination, in which no cc^cfft or 
compewatioii i« to be found m onv eren of thoae fiilK 
■plendoun, which, plftjmg abont otW ^Ttumict, prercnt 
mankind from feeling tbrawlroB duhohoured eren whflat 
they are oppreaaetL I muat oonfee* I am tcroobed with a 
aorroir, mued with aomo tndignation, at the condort of a 
few men, once of great fank, and atiJl of great character, 
who, deluded with ipemoua name*, hare engaged in a bufi* 
net* too deep for the line of their underatnnding to fathom, 
who hare lent their ftir repotation, and tho outhonty of 
their high-ffocmdmg name*, to tb« deeigna of men with 
whom they could not be aegaamted j and carB thereby made 
their rery virtue* operate to the rum of their country 

So far a* to tho fint cementing pncaple. 

The eecond material of cement for tbor new republic i* 
the Bupenontj of tho city of Pan* and thii I admit » 
atrongly cona^ed with the other cementing pnoeiplo of 
paper orculation and coudMatiom It u in thi* pari of the 
project we muat lock for the caii*e of tbo deatmctioQ of all 
the old bound* of pronnee* and luruchction*, occIctiaBtieal 
ond secular, and the dmoluUon of all auaeot combmsliona 
of things, os well us tho formation of *o numr small uncon- 
nected jepubUc* The power of the city of run* Is on- 
dently one great spring of oU their jpobtic*. It i« through 
tbo power of Pans, now become tuo centro ond focus of 
jobbing that the leader* of thi* fection dirwt, or rather eora- 
iDand,tho whole leguUtivo and tbo whole oiecutivo govern- 
meat. Everything therefore must bo done which can con- 
firm tho authonty of that aty over the other republic* 
Pan* 1* compact , ebo has on ononnous itrength, wholly dis- 
prOTwrtioiiod to tbo force of any of tho equoro repuolic#} 
andr^ thla strength i* collected and condenaed within a narrow 
compass. Pam has a natural and caay connezton of its 
porta, which will not bo aflected by any sebomo of a 
geometneal constitution, nor doc* It much signify whe- 
ther its proportion of reprosentatura bo more or less, sineo 
it ha* the wbolo draft of fishes m its drag-net The other 
division* of tho kingdom being hackled and tom to ptoces, 
and separated from all tbmr lubitual means, and even pnn- 
dplci of union, cannot, for somo tune at least, eoDfedmte 
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ajiainsfc her. Nothiiifr vras to be left in all the subordinate 
nicinbcrs, but Aveakness, disconnexion, and confusion. To con- 
firm this part of tbc plan, ibo Assembly has lately come to a 
resolution, that no two of their republics shall have the same 
commauder-in-ebief. 

To a person who takes a view of the whole, tbc strength 
of Paris, thus formed, will appear a sy.stcm of general weak- 
ness. It is boasted that Ibo gcomelricnl ])olicy lias been 
adopted, that all loc.al ideas should bo sunk, and that the 
people should no longer be Gascons, Picards, Bretons, Nor- 
mans; but Prenebmen, with one country, one heart, and one 
Assembly. But instead of being all Prenebmen, the greater 
likelihood is, that tbc inhabitants of tb.at region will shortly 
have no country. No man ever was attached by a sense of 
pride, partiality, or real aflection, to a description of square 
measurement, lie never will glory in belonging to the 
Chequer No. 71, or 'to any other badge-ticket. AVc begin 
our public affections in our families. No cold relation is a 
zealous citizen. AVc pass on to our neighbourhoods, aud 
, our habitual provincial connexions. These arc inns and rest- 
ing-places. Such divisions of our country as have been 
formed by habit, and not by a sudden jerk of authority, were 
so many little images of the great country in which the 
heart found something which it could fill. The love to the 
whole is not extinguished by this subordinate partialit}'. 
Perhaps it is a sort of elemental training to those higher and 
more large reg.ards, by which alone men come to be affected, 
as with their own concern, in the prosperity of a kingdom so 
extensive as that of Prance. In that genei’al territory it- 
self, as in the old name of pronnees, the citizens are inter- 
ested from old prejudices and unreasoned habits, and not on 
account of the geometric properties of its figure. The power 
and pre-eminence of Paris does certainly press dowm and 
bold these republics together as long as it lasts. But, for 
the reasons I have already given you, I tliink it cannot last 
very long. 

Passing from the civil creating and the civil cementing 
principles of this constitution, to the National Assembly, 
which is to appear and act as sovereign, we see a body in its 
constitution with every possible power, and no possible ex- 
ternal control. We see a bbdy udthout fundamental laws, 

2 u 2 
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■without ertabluhcd manmi, mtbont retpected mlei of pro- 
ceedmcjwhicb Dothmg can keep firm to my ■yitem whatoo- 
em ^eir idea of ttorr powon u alKaye taken at the 
utmoat afa^tdi of legnlatjTe competency, and tbetr aam- 
plefl for comman case* from the exceptions of tbe tnoat 
ur gent neoetnty Tbe fiitnr© u to be m moat r«peeti like 
tbe present Asiwmbly , but, by the mode of the nor elec- 
tion* and the tendency of the new circulationj, rt will bo 
pnrged of tbe amnll degree of internal control exiting m a 
mmonty cboaen onmnaBj from Tanoni interorts, pre- 
semng aomething oi tbeir apint If poeaible, tbe next Aa- 
sembly mnst be worse than tbe preeent Tbe present, by 
destroying and altering ererything, will leoTe to tbeir snc- 
eoMOTB apparently nothing popular to do They will bo 
rooeed by emolatum and etamplo to onterpnaei t&e boldest 
and the most absurd. To suppooe sucb an assembly sitting 
in p^eet qusetndo is ndieokn^ 

lOUT all*«uiE<3ent legialator*, m tbeir borry to do-crcry* 
thing at oneo, baro forgot one thing that soma easentul, 
and whicli I bebere neror baa been before, in the tbcore or 
the practioe, omitted £y any projector of a repriblie ‘Iney 
bare forgot to constitute a $enafe, or sometbu^ of that na- 
ture and cbtcracter Nerer, before this hino, was beard of a 
body pobtic oompoeed of onn legiilatire and acthn assembly, 
and its eieoutiTe oIBeera, witbont such a council, without 
sometbing to which foreign statea might connect thcmeolros ; 
pomothing to which, in tM ordmary detail of goTernincnt, 
the people could look up , aomcthing which might giro a bias, 
and ateodineM, and preaerre aomothing like conststcncy in 
tho pTOceedingi of state. Bach a body kings generally bare 
asacoundL A monarchy may exist without it, butitscems 
to bo in the Tcry ctreneo of a rcjmblican goremment It 
holds a sort of middle place between tho supremo power ex- 
ercised by tbe people or immediately delegated Irotn them, 
and tho me re execntire. Of this there are no traces in your 
consbtnticra} and, in pronding nothing of this kind, your 
Sdona and Numaa baxe aa cuu^ at in anything else, disco* 
Tored a sorcreign incapooty 

3>t ns now turn our ^es to what they bare done to- 
wards the foematicra of an oieeutiTO p^wer For thii tbey 
hero chosen a degraded long This their first exccutiro 
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yiew tlua nerr eieeutiTe officer on the ndo of h« pohhcal 
Cflpao^, u he «ctfl nnder the orfers of the Xational A»ein» 
hlj To erecate laws la a rojul office , to execute orders ti 
not fo bo a kmg However, a polibeal executire magntraej', 
though merely truch, is a great trust. It is a trust indeed 
that has much depending npem its farthfnl and ddigeiit per- 
fonnance, both in the person presiding in it and m all its 
Bubordmatea. Jleana of performing this dnty ought to be 
piTcn by regulation, and dispositions toirards rt ought to he 
infused \jj the enrnmstanees attendant on the trust. It 
ought to be ennroned inth dignity, authon^, and consider^ 
ation, end it ought to lead to glory The office of exeention 
11 an office of exertion. It u not fixjm impotence we are to 
expect the faaks of poirer What sort of person is a king 
to command execufary service, who has do means whatso- 
erer to reinml it? Hot m a permanent office, not In a 
grant of land , no, not m a pension of pounds a year ; 
not m the Tsinert and tnesrt tnnnl title In the 

.king u no more the fountoin of bononr than he )• the fcsui' 
taut of justice. All rewards, sD djstmctions, are m other 
hands. Those who serve the tong can bo actuated by no 
Dfltund motiTe but fear , by a fear of emything except their 
master functions of mtemal coercion are as odious as 
those which he exermsos in the department of jurheo. If 
relief is to be giren to any mmunpality, the Assembly gives 
it If troops ire to be sent to reduce them to obcdmico to 
the Assembly, the king » to execute the order; and upon 
crery occasum he u to be spattered over inth the blooa of 
hii people He has no negohro ; yet hu name sad authority 
is used to enforre every harsh dec re es Hay, be must concur 
in the butdiery of those who shall attempt to free him from 
his imprisonment, or show the slightest attachmeot to his 
person or to fats andetit sathonty 

Executive magiitrmCT ought to bo constituted in such a 
manner, that tiweo who compose it should bo disposed to 
love and to Tenerato tboee whom they are bound to ooey A 
purposed neglect, or, what is worse, a literal but perverse 
find malignant obedience must be the mm of the wwest 
counsels. In vain will tbe law attemuv to suticipato ®r to 
follow such studied neglects and fraudulent attcntkns To 
make them act teolotmy is not in tbo competence of Uw 
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Kings, even sucli as are truly liings, may and ought to bear 
the freedom of subjects that are obnoxious to them. They 
may too, Tvitbout derogatiag from tbemselves, bear even tbe 
authority of such persons, if it promotes their service. 
Lords the Thirteenth mortally hated the Cardinal de Eiche- 
lieu ; but his support of that minister against his rivals rvas 
the source of aE the glory of his reign, and the solid founda- 
tion of his throne itself. Louis the Fourteenth, when come 
to the throne, did not love the Cardinal Mazarin ; but for his 
interests he preserved him in power. 'When old, he detested 
Lonvois ; but for years, whilst he faithfully served his great- 
ness, he endured his person. 'When George the Second 
took Mr. Pitt, who certainly was not agreeable to him, into 
his councils, he did nothing which could humble a wise 
sovereign. But these ministers, who were chosen by affairs, 
not by affections, acted in the name of, and in trust for, 
kings ; and not as their avowed, constitutional, and osten- 
sible masters. I think it impossible that anj' king, when he 
has recovered his first terrors, can cordiaUy infuse vivacity 
and vigour into measures which he knows to be dictated by 
those, who, he must be persuaded, are in the highest degree 
id affected to his person. Will any ministers, who serve 
such aldng (or whatever he may be'caUed) with but a de- 
cent appearance of respect, cordially obey the orders of 
• those whom but the other day in his name they had com- 
mitted to the Bastde ? wid thev obey the orders of those 
whom, whilst they were exercising despotic justice upon 
them, they conceived they were treating with lenity; and 
from whom, in a prison, they thought they had prodded an 
asylum ? If you expect such obedience, amongst your other 
innovations and regenerations, you ought to make a revolu- 
tion in nature, and provide a new constitution for the human 
mind. ^ Otherwise, your supreme government cannot hanpo- 
mze with its executory sy.si:em. There are cases in which 
we cannot take up with names and abstractions. Xou may 
call half a dozen leading indidduals, v/hom we have reason 
TO fear and hate, the nation. It makes no other difference 
than to make us fear and hate them the more. If ii 
been thought justifiable and expedient to make such a revo- 
u on by such means, and throu'^'h such persons, ss ' 
have made yours, it would have been more wise io 
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completed the bnrmeM of the fifth and aiith of Oototer 
The new eiecntive officer would then owe hi* ntnation to 
those who are hu creator* a* wefl *b his master* , and bo 
might bo bound m mterert, m the *ocietv of crime, and (if 
in mmee there conld bo Tirtnea) in cratifode, to eerro tho*o 
who had promoted hnn to & place of great Iucto wnd great 
eenanal indulgence i and of aomcthing more for mean he 
mart hare reemred from thote who ccrtaxnlj- irould not hare 
hnuted an aggrandixed creature, a* they mne done a eob- 
nii Lti ng antagonut, 

A crcnmidgnced aa the pr ea ent, if ho m totally atnpi* 
find by hi* zDitfortunea, ao aa to thmk it not the nece**i^, 
bat the premium and prirfiegi^ of life, to eat and ileop, witb- 
emt any regard to ^ory, con norer he fit for tho oDlco. If 
he feel* a* men commonly feel, be must bo acnflible, that an 
office BO arcamftanced u one m winch ho con obtain no tame 
or repntation. He baa no genaron* mtcrcft that can canto 
hnn to acbom At beat, hia condoct will be paaerre and do* 
feniiTe. To mf«swT people auch an office might be matter 
of honour Bat to m maed to it, and to deecend to it, an 
diffierent thmgi, end mggest diffierent ■entnaent* Hoci be 
nwZ^ name the mimitonP They will hare a Bympathy with 
hnn Are they forced upon hnn f The whole buBtnoea be- 
tween thorn and tho nominal long will be mutual ccamterac- 
tioiL In all other countnee, the office of minnten of rtato 
1* of tho hiRhett digni^ In France it i* fall of peril, and 
incapable of glop- Riral* bowerer they will hare m tbcir 
notbrngneai, whilit Bhalkrw ambition emit* in the world, or 
the destre of a miserable ealaiy w an incentive to •bort- 
aigbtod avarice Ilioao compehlor* of the uunistor* aro 
cmdiled by your eonatitution to attack them m their vital 
perta, wluUt they havo not the mean* of repelling their 
charge* in any ottver than tbe degrading character of cuJ- 
pnt*. The minister* of «tato in Franco are tho only p o i so n* 
in that country who ore ineapable of a iharo in tho national 
couDCiU. "What mmister* I What council* I “What a na- 
twn I — ^Dut they are retpontible It ii a poor serrke that is 
to be had from rcsponaibility Tho elomtion oT mm& to bo 
denved from fear will never make a nation glonoo* Re- 
BponribHity prevent* crime*. It make* all attempt* agamrt 
toe law* dangerous. But foraprinnpleof active ondtealota 
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service, none "bnt idiots could tliinlv of it. Is the conduct of 
a war to be trusted to a man who may abhor its principle ; 
Avbo, in every stej) 1)0 may tuko to render it succes=!ful, con- 
firms the power of those by wliom he is oppressed ? AVill 
foreign states seriously treat willi liim wlio lias no preroga- 
tive of peace or war; no, not so much as in a single ^oto by 
himself or his ministers, or by any one whom ho can pos- 
sibly influence ? A state of contempt is not a state lor a 
prince : better get rid of him at once. 

I Imow it irill be said that these humours in the court and 
executive government will continue only tlirough this gener- 
ation; and that the king has been brought to declare the 
dauphin shall be educated in a conformity to his situation. 
If he is made to conform to his situation, he will have no 
education at all. His training must he worse oven than that 
of an arbitrary monarch. If he reads — whether he roads or 
not, some good or eril genius -will tell him his ancestors were 
longs. Thenceforward his object must he to assert himself, 
and to avenge his parents. This 3’ou will say is not his 
duty. That may he ; hut it is nature ; and whilst you pique 
nature against you, you do unu'iscly to trust to duty. In 
this futile scheme of poHt)'-, the state nurses in its bosom, 
for the present, a soiuce of weakness, perple.xity, counter- 
action, inefficiency, and decay ; and it prepares the means of 
its final ruin. In short, I see nothing in the executive force 
(I cannot call it authority) that lias even an appearance of 
vigour, or that has the smallest degree of just correspondence 
or symmeti’y, or amicable relation with the supreme power, 
either as it now exists, or as it is planned for the futm’c 
government. 

You have settled, by an economy as pen’erted as the 
policy, two* establishments of government; one real, one 
fictitious. Both maintained at a 'vast expense ; but the fic- 
titious at, I think, the greatest. Such a machine as the lat- 
ter is not worth the grease of its wheels. The expense is 
exorbitant ; and neither the show nor the use deserve the 
tenth part of the charge. Oh! hut I don’t do justice to the 
talents of the legislators : I don’t allow, as I ought to do, for 
necessity. Their scheme of executive force was not their 

* In reality three, to reckon the provincial republican establishments. 
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dioice. pa^jetnt mxift bo ItOTt. Tbe people Tonld not 

cotLsent to part 'With it Ei^it, lniideT»taiid yoxt Toudo, 
m Bpito of jTTur grand fheorje% to which rott ittrald hare 
beeven and earth to bend, you do know ncnr to conibnn 
yonrodre* to tbe natnro and nrcmnstancet of tbmgi But 
whan you were obliged to confonn thua tar to cdrcarnfftanec*, 
YOU ought to have corned your aubnuBiiaai farther, and to 
tiive made, what you were obliged to take, a proper initru* 
ment, and uaeful to its end. That was in your power For 
instance, among many othera, it wa* m your power to Ictro 
to your king the right of peace and war What 1 to learo to 
the cxecutira magwtrate tho moct dangerous of oil proroga- 
tirea P I know none moro dongeroiu , nor any one more 
nccewaiT to bo so trusted. I do not ray that this prerogv 
tire ou^t to be trusted to your king, nnlc« he enjoyed 
other auiDjaw trusti aloog with it, which be doet not now 
hold- But, iT^be did poasesa them, hojardoua os they are un- 
doubtedly, adrantagea would onao from sudi a constituhon, 
xnare th^ cotopenaating tbe nsk. Thcro a no other way of 
keeping tbe eerenl poteototea of Europe Irom intriguing 
disMCtly and peraonaily withtho memberaofroardsaemblr, 
from intermeddliiig m all your concerta, and fomenting, in 
tbe heart of your country, the roo«t pcrnicKma of all factions , 
factions in tlie intereat and under tbo direction of forcijpi 
powers. From that worst of orfli, thank God, wo are ahli 
free Your skiU, if you had anr, would bo woU employed to 
find out indirect correct irea and controls upon tbit perilous 
trust M you did not like tboao which m England we hare 
chosen, your leaders might haro exerted their abUitics in 
contnnng better If it wore neeetsary to exemplify tbo 
conteqnenccs of sueb an ciecutiro goremment as yours, m 
tbe management of great afiaira, I should refer you to tbe 
late reports of 31 de llontmonn to tbo National Assembly, 
end all tbo other proeccdmga rolntire to tho differ e nces 
tween Great Britain and Spam. It would bo treating yoor 
understanding wrth dtarespect to point them out to you- 
I bear that the persona who ore called ministers have 
signified an intention of resigning their places I am rather 
ttstODfshed that they bare not resigned long since For the 
unirerao I would not hare stood in tho situatfon m ahich 
they haro been fijr this last fcwelTcmonth They wished util. 
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I talvc it for granted, to the Itcvolniion. Let this fact he as 
it may, they could not, placed as they wore upon an eminence, 
though an eminence of Immiliation, hut he the first to see 
collectively, and to feel each in his o\\i\ department, the evils 
•which have hccu produced h}' that revolution. In every 
step which they took, or forbore to lake, they must have felt 
the degraded situation of their country, and their utter inca- 
pacity of serving it. They arc in a species of suhordinato 
servitude, in which no men before tlicm were ever seen. 
"Without confidence from their sovereign, on whom they were 
forced, or from tlie Assembly who forced them upon him, all 
the noble functions of their odice are executed by committees 
of the Assembly, without any regard whatsoever to their 
personal or their odicial authority. They arc to execute, 
without power ; they are to be responsible, without discre- 
tion ; the}' arc to deliberate, without choice. In their puzzled 
situation, under two sovereigns, over neither of whom they 
have any influence, they must act in such a manner as (in 
eflfect, whatever they may intend) sometimes to betray tho 
one, sometimes the other, and always to betray themselves. 
Such has been their situation ; such must be the situation of 
those who succeed them. I have much respect, and many 
good wishes, for ]\I. Neckcr. I am obliged to him for atten- 
tions. I thought when’ his enemies had driven him from 
Versailles, that his exile was a subject of most serious con- 
gratulation — sed mulfcc nrhes ct fnhVica voia vicennif. lie is 
now sitting on the ruins of tlic fluauccs, and of the monarchy 
of Trance. 

A great deal more might be observed on the strange 
constitution of the executory part of the new government ; 
but fatigue must give bounds to the discussion of subjects, 
which in themselves have hardly any limits. 

As little genius and talent am 1 able to perceive in the 
plan of judicature formed by the National Assembly. Ac- 
' cording to their invariable course, the frameis of your con- 
stitution have begun with the utter abolition of the parlia- 
ments. These venerable bodies, like the rest of tlie old 
government,, stood in need of reform, even though there 
should be no change made in the monarchy. They required 
several more alterations to adapt them to the system of a 
free constitution. But they had particulars in their con- 
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Btrtntion, ood those Dot a few, wIikA deserred approhation 
from the wise. Thej’posiesaeaooo-fmidaioental eicenenco , 
they irere mdependimt The moat doubtful cimiiijetBDce 
ettendnnt on their office, that of its being rendible^ con- 
tributed bcnrerer to this mdependeocy of character Ibey 
held for life. Indeed th^ may bo taid to haro held by in- 
hentance. Appointed by tl»o monarch, they were eonstdered 
OB nearly out of ha power The moat detenmnod eiertion* 
of that aulhon^ agimat them only ihowed their radical in- 
dependence They composed permanent bodira politic, con- 
etiiuted to rcrnt orhitrary mnoration , and from that cor- 
porate comtitution, and from moat of tboir form*, they wero 
well calcokted to afford b^th certainty and stabOity to the 
lane. They had been a safe asylum to secttro these laws, in 
nil the revolntiona of hmnonr and opmicm. They had laTed 
that aacred deposit of the country dunng the rngna of or- 
brtrary pnneca, and the stm^t^ca of arbitnoy factions. 
They kept alrre the taemory and record of the conrtitntion 
Tber were the great secuntr to pnrate property , whidi 
might be said fwbeQ personal liberty had noeustooco) to be, 
m fact, os well guaraed m Franco as m any other eotmtry 
'Whaterer u supreme in a state, ooght to os much as 
poasible, its judicial authority so constituted as not only not 
to depend upon it, but m some sortdo balance it It ought 
to giTe a security to its justice against its power It ought to 
malce its judicnture, as it were, soroctbmg citenor to the 
state. 

There pariiaroenti had furnlsbcd, not the best certainly, 
but some cotuidoroble correctireto the cxeotses and necsof 
the monarchy Such an independent ludicaturo was ten 
times more necessary when a dcmocrocr oecatuo the absolute 
power of tbo country In that constitution, electito, tem- 
porarr, local judges, such as you baro contrived, cscrctslog 
their dependent functions m o narrow socie^, must bo the 
w o rst 01 all tnbunsla. In them it will bo ram to look for 
any appearnnee of justice towards strangers, towards tbo ob- 
noxious nch, towards tbo minority of routed parties, toirtnli 
all those who m the election hare supported unsuccwlaf 
candidates It will bo impossible to keen the now tnhumls 
clear of the worst spint of ioction All contnianccs by 
ballot wo know ejpmittentally to bo ram and childish to 
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prevent n discoverv of inclinations. ' Whei’C tliey may the 
best anB^vc^ the purposes of concealmenl, they answer to 
produce suspicion, and this is a still more mischievous cause 
of partiality. 

If the parliaments had been preserved, instead of being 
dissolved at so niinous a change to the nation, they might 
have served in this new commonwealth, perhaps not precisely 
the same, (I do not moan an exact parallel.) but nearly the 
same, purposes as the court and senate of Areopagus did in 
Athens; that is, as one of the balances .and correctives to the 
e\'ils of a light and unjust democracy. ]3vcry one hnows 
that this tribunal was the great slay of that state ; ever}" one 
knows -with what care it was upheld, and with what a re- 
ligious .awe it was consecrated. The parliaments were not 
wholly free froui faction, I admit ; but this evil was exterior 
and accidental, and not so much the vice of their constitution 
itself, as it must be in your nexv contrivance of sexennial 
■ elective judicatories. Scvcr.al English commend the abolition 
of the old tribimals, as supposing that they determined, 
everything by bribery and corruption. But they have stood 
the test of monarchic and republic.an scrutiny. I'he court 
was well disposed to prove corruption on those bodies when 
they were dissolved in 1771. — Those who haA'c again dis- 
solved them would have douc the same if they could — but 
both inquisitions having failed, I conclude, that gross pecu- 
niary corruption must have been rather rare amongst them. 

It w'ould have been prudent, along with tlie parliaments, 
to preserve their ancient power of registering, and of remon- 
strating at least, upon all the decrees of the National As- 
sembly, as they did upon those which passed in the time of 
the monarchy. It would be a means of squaring the occa- 
sional decrees of a democracy to some principles of general 
jurisprudence. The vice of the ancient democracies, and one 
cause of their ruin, was, that they ruled, ns you do, by occa- 
sional decrees, psepliismata. This practice soon broke in 
upon the tenour and consistency of the laws ; it abated the 
respect of the people towards them ; and totally destroyed 
them in the end. 

Tour vesting the power of remonstrance, which, in the 
time of the monarchy, existed in the parbaioent of Paris, in 
your principal executive officer, whom, in. spite of common 
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sense, you perserero m callmg king, is fho height of ais 
BUjdity Ton ought nerer to Buffer remonstmieo from him 
who M to execule. This is to tmderstaiid neither eotmc3 nor 
execution, neithor autbonty nor obedience. Tho perBon 
whom you call king, ought not to hare this powor, or be 
ought to hflTo mow 

Your preeent nrranccnient m etnctly judicial Initend of 
imitating your monarchy, and Beating tout judges on a bench 
of mdopendence, your object u to rwnc© them to the most 
bimd obedience. As you haro changed aH thingi, you hare 
inTented new jinnciplM of order You flrtt appoint judges, 
who, I suppose am to detenzuoe according to mw, and then 
you let them know, that, at aomo time or other, you in- 
tend to giro them tome law by which they are to determine 
Any itudie* which tb^ haro miido (if any they hare made) 
are to be UBclesa to them But to supply tho#o studiei, 
they ore to be sworn to obey all the rules, onlrm and in- 
stroebons which from tune to timo tber are to receire from 
the Isahonal Assembly These if tb^ submit to, they learo 
no CToicnd of law to tbe eubjcct. 'fbey become eoraplcto 
aoAmoet dangerous instmmcnts m tbe bands of tho gorers- 
ing power, wluch, in tho midst of a cause, or cm tho prospoct 
of it, may wholly change tho rule of docuion, Jf tbeso 
orderfl of tho Isaboual AaecmblT eotno to be contniry to tho 
will of tbe people, who locally choose Ibose ludgcs, such con- 
fusion must happen as is tcniblo to think oi i or tho judges 
owe their places to tho local authority j and Ibo commands 
they are sworn to obey come from tboeo who bare no share 
m their eppomtmeat. In tho mean tuna they hare the ci- 
amplo of the court of datflet to cncounigo and guide them 
in tho oxenase of thmr functions. That court is to try 
cnmioalB sent to it by tho 2^aticmal Asiombly, or braught 
bdbrci it by other courses of delation- They nt under a 
guard to Bare their own lircs They know not by what 
uw they judge, nor under srbot outhontr they act, nor by 
what tenure they hold- It is thought that they arc some- 
times obliged to condemn at peril of their lire*. Thu a not 
perhaps certain, nor can it be ascertained j but when they 
acquit, wo know they haro seen tho persona whom thty dis- 
c^rge, with perfect ynpunity to tho actors, banged at the 
door of tbcir court. 
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The Assemhly indeed promises that they will form a body 
of law, which shall be short, simple, clear, and so forth. 
That is, by their short laws, they will leave much to the dis- 
cretion of the judge ; whilst they have exploded the authority 
of all the learning which could make judicial discretion (a 
thing perilous at best) deserving the appellation of a sound 
discretion. 

It is curious to observe, that the administrative bodies are 
carefully exempted from the jurisdiction of these new tribu- 
nals. That is, those persons are exempted from the power 
of the laws, who ought to be the most entirely submitted to 
them. Those who execute public pecuniary trusts, ought- of 
all men to be the most strictly held to their duty. One 
would have thought that it must have been among your 
earliest cares, if you did not mean that those administrative 
bodies should be real, sovereign, independent states, to form 
an awful tribunal, like your late parliaments, or like our king’s 
bench, where all corporate officers might obtain protection 
in the legal exercise of theu- functions, and would find coer- 
cion if they trespassed against their legal duty. But the cause 
of the exemption is plain. These administrative bodies are 
the great instruments of the present leaders in their progress 
through democracy to oligarchy. They must therefore be put 
above the law. It will be said, that the legal tiibunals which 
you have made are unfit to coerce them. They are undoubt- 
effiy. They are unfit for any rational purpose. It will be said ^ 
too, that the administrative bodies will be accountable to the 
general assembly. This I fear is talking without much con- 
sideration of the nature of that assembly, or of these corpora^ 
tions. However, to be subject to the pleasure of that 
assembly, is not to be subject to law either for protection or 
for constraint. 

This establishment of judges as yet wants sometlung to 
its completion. It is .to be crowned by a new tribunal. This 
is to be a ^and state judicature and it is to judge of crimes 
committed against the nation, that is, against the power of 
the Assembly. It seems as if they had something in their 
view of the nature of the high court of justice erected in 
Hngland during the time of the great usurpation. As they 
have not yet finished this part of the scheme, it is impossible 
to form a right judgment upon it. However, if great care 
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18 not taken to form it m a ipint Terr different from that 
■ffbeh haa ^ded them m their proceedings relative to itato 
offencMi, tint tribunal, enbeement to tbeir inmuaibon, iie 
cjmmtUee <ifrwtnxk, liiD erhogmth the latt tporta of Ifberty 
m Franco, and aettla the most dreadful and arbitraiy^ tyraimT 
ever ImoTni m any nation If they msh to give to tlua trj- 
bonal any appearance of liberty and jnstic©, they moat not 
evoke from or send to it the canaes rrlatiTo to tbeir oivn 
memhere, at tbeir pleasure They mmt also remoro the 
aeet of that tribunal out of the repoblie of Pan*.' 

Has more wisdom been displayed m the constitution of 
your trr^ than what it discoTerable m yonrylan of judica- 
ture P “Ae able armngement of thi* p(^ » the rooro dilB- 
colt, and reqmroa the greater akill and attention, not only as 
a gr^ concern in itself, but ea it u tho thud cmnenting 
principle in the new body of republics, which you call the 
French nation Tmly it w not easy to dlnne what that 
army may become at last Ton have voted a very large one, 
and on good appointments, at least fully r<)ual tcT ^our appa- 
rent means of poymont But what is the pnnflple of its 
disaplme P or whom u it to obey P Ton hsro got tho wolf 
by tho eart, and I wish you joy of the happy position in 
which Tou have choeon to placo yonreelvca, and m which you 
are well tarcumttaaced fora free deliberohon, relahroly to 
that army, or to anything else 

The minister and aecrotarv of stnto for tho war department 
IS ir do la Tour du Pin. This gentleman, like his collregDCs 
m admiQwtratioQ u a most zoaloui arsertor of tho Tbrrolo- 
tion^ end a aanmilno admirer of the new constitution, which 
ongmated in that event. Hu atatemont of Dcta, rolativo to 
tho military of France, u important, not oalr from his oOhnal 
and personal aatbontv. hut bocaore it display* very dcarir 
tho actual condition of the anny m France, and bwu«e it 
throws light on tho pnnciple* upon which the Awetnhly 
proceed*, m tho adminatration of this ential ohj«t ft 
may enable us to form soroo judgment, bow frr it may be 
erqxdjcnt m this country to mutate the martial jwUtr of 
France 

3 r do la Tour du Pin, on tho fourth of Isrt June, comes 

• For forttcr c^oriditkm upon Ao sohr^ of iD Uic*o Jadlialttrt*, saJ 
oftlwcomoiinea ofrwearcli, •« M d* Calonno • work. 
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to give nn account of tlve state of Tiis depavtment, as it ex- 
ists imder tiie auspices of the National Assembly. No man 
kno'^'s it so well ; no man can express it better. Address- 
ing bimself to tbo National Assembly, be says, “ His Majesty 
bas this dm/ sent mo to apprize jmu of tbo undtiplied msor- 
ders of wbicb every d<ty be receives tbo most distressing in- 
telligence. Tbe army (lo corps militairc) tbreutens to fall 
into tbe most turbulent auareby. Entire regiments bavo 
dared to violate at once tbe respect due lo tbe laws, to tbo 
king, to tbe order established bj-^ your decrees, and to tbe 
oaths which they have taken with tbe most a^vful solemnity. 
Compelled by my duty to give you information of these ex- 
cesses, m)’' heart bleeds Avben I consider who they are that 
have conunitted them. Those, against whom it is not in my 
power to Avitbbold tbe most grievous complaints, are a part 
of that very soldiery which to this dfu>' have been so full of 
bonoxir and loyalty, and udtb whom, for fifty years, I have 
lived tbe comrade and tbe friend. 

“ What incomprehensible spirit of debrium and delusion 
baS all at once led them astray ? Whilst you are indefatig- 
able in estabbsbing uniformity in tbe empire, and moulding 
tbe whole into one coherent and consistent body ; whilst tbe 
Erencb are taught by you, at once tbe respect which tbe 
laws owe to tbe rights of man, and that winch tbe citizens 
owe to tbe laws, the administration of tbe army presents 
nothing but disturbance and confusion. I see in more than 
one corps tbe bonds of discipline relaxed or broken; tbe 
most unheard-of pretensions avowed directly and without 
any disguise ; the ordinances without force ; the chiefs with- 
out authority; tbe military chest and tbe colonrs carried 
off ; tbe authority of tbe king bimself [risiim teneatis fl 
proudly defied ; tbe officers despised, degraded, threatened, 
driven away, and some of them prisoners in tbe midst of 
their corps, dragging on a precarious life in tbe bosom of 
disgust and humiliation. To fill up tbe measure of all these 
horrors, tbe commandants of places have bad their throats 
cut, under tbe eyes, and almost in tbe arms, of their own 
soldiers. 

- “ These evils are great ; but they are not tbe worst conse- 

quences which may be produced by such military insurrec- 
tions. Sooner or later they may menace tbe nation itself. 

VOL. II. 2 I 
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Tkt nsiar« qf titn^ fwawr* that the armj' thacld new act 
bxrt afl aj* ttixintmrni The moment that, erectmg itself mto 
a dehberttiTO bodj, ifc eball act according to iti own reaoln 
tions, the ^oe^nauHi, lo *i tciat tt «ay, tctU 
gfuertdB vtio 5 ^ihitny rferocmcy, a ipeciea of political 
maniter, which hat alwM^ ended by dfiroarnig tboeo who 
bate pn^oced it. 

" After aH tbia, who matt not bo alarmed at tho irregular 
coniultatuma, and turbulent committeei, formed in aoroe 
regimentB by the common aoldicrt and non'COinmiMKmed 
offioera, without the knowledge, or even in contempt of tho 
antbonty, of therr ropenora, altbongb the preeeneo and 
concurrence of thoao aupenora conld pro no antbonty to 
fucb monatrouB democrat aaKmbhea [comicca] 

It 18 not necenary to add much to tbU finUned picture: 
finubed ai farai ita canrasa admit ■ , but ai 1 appre h end, not 
taking in tho whole of the nature and complenty of tho dta- 
ordcn of this military democracy, which, tw minifter at war 
truly and wisely obaerToa, wher e r tr it aaDsti, must bo tho 
true eonititution of the atste, by wbalew fomal appol* 
labon It may pan For, though he informa the Ancmbly 
that the mom coonderablo port of the army have not cast 
off their obedience, but aro atili attached to tbcir duty, yet 
thoae travellere, who hare aeen tho corps wboee conduH u 
the belt, lutber obaerre id them the abicneo of mutiny, than 
tho exutenoo of diaaplmo. 

I cannot help pausing hero for a moment, to reflect upon 
the expremona ot aurpnae which this minlatcr hai let uQ, 
relatiro to the eiccnca ho rtdatof To him tho departure of 
tho troopa finm tbcir anaent pnnciplca of loyalty and hem* 
our aeema gmto InconcdTablo Buroly thoao to whom bo 
addreoe* himself know the causes of it bat too well They 
know the doctnnea wbeh they bare preached, the defpees 
which they have paased, tho practicei which they hate 
countenanced. Iho aoldicw moember tho Oib of (Idober 


They recollect the French guards Thgy havo not forgot feu 
tbe taking of tho km^a cbbUci in Pins and Maricflle*. 
That the gorcmori in tmtb places were murdered with im* 
p^ty, is cf’fict that has not passed out of their mlnd*. 
They do not abandon tho pnnaplca laid down so estenta* 
tloujly and laboriously of the equality of men- They can 
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not sliut tlieir eyes to the degradation of tlio whole noblesse 
of Trance, and the suppression of the very idea of a gentle- 
man. The total abolition of titles and distinctions is not 
lost upon them. But bl. de la Tour du Pin is astonished 
at their disloyalty, when the doctors of the Assembly have 
taught them at the same time the respect duo to laws. 
It is easy to judge winch of the two sorts of lessons men 
with arms in their hands are likely to learn. As to the 
authority of the king, wo may collect from the minister 
liimself (if any argument on that head were not quite super- 
fluous) that it is not of more consideration with these troops, 
than it is with everybody else. “ The king,” says he, “has 
over and over again repeated his orders to put a stop to 
these excesses : but, in so terrible a crisis, yotir [the Assem- 
bly’s] concurrence is become indispensably necessary to pre- 
vent the evils wliich menace the state. Yoti. imite to the 
force of the legislative power, that of opinion still more im- 
portant.” To be sure the army can have no opinion of the 
power or authority of the king. Perhaps the soldier has by 
this time learned, that the Assembly itself does not enjoy a 
much greater degree of liberty than that royal fi^re. 

It .is now to be seen what has been proposed m this exi- 
gency, one of the greatest that can happen in a state. The 
minister requests the Assembly to array itself in all its 
terrors, and to call forth all its majesty. He desires that 
the grave and severe piinciples announced by them may give 
wigour to the king’s proclamation. After this we should 
have looked for courts civil and martial ; breaking of some 
. corps, decimating of others, and all the terrible means which 
necessity has employed in such cases to arrest the progress 
of the most terrible of all evils ; particularly, one might ex- 
pect, that a serious inquiry would be made into the .murder 
of commandants in the view of their soldiers. Not one 
word of all this, or .of anything like it. After they had been 
told that the soldiery trampled upon the decrees of the As- 
sembly promulgated by the long, the Assembly pass new 
decrees ; and they authorize the long to make new proclama- 
tions. After the secretary at war had stated that the regi- 
ments had paid no regard to otYks, pretes avec la plus impos- 
ante solemnite — they propose — ^what? More oaths. They 
renew decrees and proclamations as they experience their 

2 I 2 
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inmifiirHTnny, tnd they iDQltq)lj Oaths m p ropo r ti on as ther 
•wcoten, m the Tnindi of men, the Rmctions of rehgraiL I 
bopo that hsndy sirad^ontB of the eicelknit sermons of 
Vmtams, d’ Alembert, Ihderot, and Helretius, on the Immor- 
tality of the Bonl, on eparbcolar stqienntendiiiff Providence, 
and on a Fntoro State of Bewards and Pimishmeirti, are soit 
down to the aoldierB alcmg with them omo oeths. Of this I 
have no doubt , as 1 underatand that a certain deemptum 
of reading Tnnlrf no inconsiderable part of their mibtBry ei 
ercjBtt, and that they arc full ns well supplied with the 
axrununition. of pamphlets as of cartridges. 

To prerent t« toisduefs arising from conspimnea, irregu- 
lar coniulfcata-ous, seditumi comimttoes, and monstiniis ^ 
mocmfac tsscmbhca [“oomitiiL cornices”] of the soldiers, 
and eE the ditcrrdere anting from idlanees, hmnry, dm|ia- 
tion, and insuhordmatKni, I behove the most artomthing 
means hare been used that erar occurred to men, even m ail 
tbe inrenticiiis of thm prolifle a^ It u no less thantlui*^- 
The fai^ has promnlgatod m arcnlir let te rs to aH the re^ 
mertts & direct nrthonty and enconragemesit, that the 
sorenl oorps should jam themaelrea with me dobs and con* 
federations m the sevWal municipalities, and mn with them 
m their feasts and emo entertamments 1 13iis loHy daciphnie, 
it seems, is to soften the feroaty of their minu , to reeandle 
them to their bottle companions of other dew^iptions , and 
to merge particular conspnnusee in more gencauL easocia 
tions.* That this reme^ would be pleaamg to the soldiers, 
as they are deeoribed by sL de la Tour dn Kn, I can rodity 
bdieve, and that, however mutinous otherwise, they will 
dotifullT submit themsehres to firw royal prodsmations. 
But I Bucraid ^uestacm whether sD this oitw swearing, dab- 
bing, and feastmg, would dispose them, more tbwn at present 
they are dnposco, to an obedience to them officers , or teach 
them better to submit to the austere rales of mlhtara disa 
p irns. It will make them adnnnble otuons affor the 

> fWimw » ^ t Tsaxnni, son iiaa iTitfana d’UDcknani psr 

mw Traako d« Tdoot^ de tool lea Pnaccdi poor k 
Uberlt et is pronidTM eottuBonat, slnd poor U mihillw de 1 otdrs kV- 
Hqus, Q a poio q^aH caBT«Doit qw clsimio rfriawn pdt psrt 4 m 
ditam poor mumpasr ks tspporti et iwenet let Heu d tndoo «tr» ta 
dloTtn et ks troupes- — Lest I ilioold not be oediiad, I fauart the wrra. 
aotborlxiBg the tro^ to Cesil iritli tbe populn oxiibdaacks. 
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IVencli mode, "but not quite so good soldiers after any mode. 
A doubt might Avell arise, wliether the conversations at tliese 
good tables -would fit them a great deal the better for the 
character of mere imfrimeui^, -which this veteran officer and 
statesman justly observes the natirre of things al-ways requires 
an army to be. 

Concemiug the likelihood of this Improvement in discipline, 
by the free conversation of the soldiers Avith municipal fes- 
tive societies, Avhich is thus officially encouraged by royal 
authority and sanction, -we may judge by the state of -the 
municipabties themselves, furnished to us by the -v\'ar minis- 
ter in -this xery speech. He conceives good hopes of the suc- 
cess of his endeavoius towards restoring ord^Qv for the present 
from the good disposition of certain regiments ; but he finds 
something cloud}'^ Avith regard -to the futiu'e. As to prevent- 
ing the return of confusion, “for this, the administration 
(says he) cannot be answerable to jmu, as long as they see 
the municipalities arrogate to themselves an authority over 
the troops, which your institutions have reserved wholly to 
the monarch. You have fixed the limits of the military 
au-thority and the municipal authority. You have bounded 
the action, which you hai^e permitted to the latter over the 
former, to the right of requisition ; but never did the letter 
or the spmt of your decrees authorize the commons in these 
municipalities to break the officers, to try them, to give orders 
■to the soldiers, to drive them from the posts committed to 
their guard, to stop them in their marches ordered by the 
king, or, in a word, to enslave the troops to the caprice of 
each of the cities, or even market toAvns, through which they 
are to pass.” 

Such is the character and disposition of the municipal 
society which is to reclaim the soldiery, to bring them back 
to the true principles of military subordination, and to render 
them machines in the hands of the supreme power of the 
coun-try ! Such are the distempers of the, [French troops! 
Such is their cure 1 As the army is, so is the navy. The 
municipalities .supersede the^orders of the Assembly, and the 
seamen in their -turn supersede the orders of the municipal- 
ities. Trom my heart I pity the condition of a respectable 
servant of the public, bke this war minister, obliged in his 
old age to pledge the Assembly in their civic cups, and to 
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enter Tnth a hoory head mto all the fimtaetio raganea of 
thcao juTonno polihaanj*. Saoh echemea are not like nropo- 
aihons coming from a men of fiflr jean’ Trear and tear 
amongst manfantL They aeom ra^er anch u onght to be 
expected from thoae grand eompOTmdeis in politic*, irho 
■horten the road to their degree# in the rtate , and hare a 
certain inward fanatical aeannoce and llliunination npon all 
tnbjecta ; npon the ®edit of which one of their doctOT hu 
thought fit, with great applauae, and greater ancceea, to can- 
bon the Aaeembly not to attend to old men, or to ax^ por- 
soM who rained themaelrea npon them ecrpenence. I aup- 
poee eU the mmiatera of atnte mnxt onaTi^, and take thu 
teet , wholly at^nring the error * and heiwiee of experwnce 
and obaerrabom Erciy man haa hia own reliah. But I 
tViTok if I oonld not attorn to the wiadom, I would at least 
pi 'ea cit 'i o somethnig of the ablT and peremptory dignity of 
ago- Theee gentlemen deal mreffenerationt bnt at any pure 
I ihonld ha^y yield my ngid fibre# to be regeneralea by 
them , nor begin, m my grand clunaetene, to agnail m their 
new accent#, or to stammer, in my eecotid ciadla, the ele* 
mesttal tonndi of their borbarons metapbjsic*.^ uti *aH 
lar^umtw vi rty u erucat*, tm eonm en»i* vofftam, valde 
remtem f 

The nnbeeility of any part of the puerile and pedantic 
Bystem, which they call a constitution, cannot be Imd open 
•without d ac over ii ig the utter insuffloBnoy and m^vihigt of 
erery other part -with which it eomet m contact, or that 
hear* any the remotest relabon to it Ton cannot propoae 
a Tumedy for the meompetenee cf the crown, without dis- 
playing the debility of the Aisembl? Ton cannot dcHbemte 
on the oonfbsion (k the army of the state, ■without ditdoe- • 
mg the ■worae disorder* of the armed mumorpalitiea Dw 
military layi open the aril, and the aril betrays the mihtary, 
anarchy I wish ererybody carefblty to pemae tho eloquent 
speech (inch it a) of Mona, de la 'lour dn Pm. He attn- 
bntc* the saltation of the mimicipalitiea to the goodhehsTiour 
of some of the troop# The#e troop# are to preS er re tho well- 
diapo#ed pert of thoie munimpalitiea, whidi is confoeaedtohe 
the •weokeet, from the pillage of the worst diipoeed, which u 

' TUi WIT miaiitef has sIp cc fritted Uw Kbool, sod ralCDed Us eAea> 
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the strongest, But the municipalities affect a sovereignty, 
and 'rt'ill command those troops which are necessary for their 
protection. Indeed thej' must command them or coui-t 
them. Tho municipalities, by the necessity of their situ- 
ation, and hy the republican powers they have obtained, must, 
ivith relatioji to the military, be tho musters, or tlm servants, 
or the confederates, or each successively ; or tliey must make 
a jumble of all together, according to circumstances. "What 
government is there to coerce tlio army hut the municipality, 
or the municipality hut the army? To preserve concord 
where authority is extinguished, at tho hazard of all conse- 
quences, the Assembly attempts to cure the distempers hy 
the distempers themselves ; and they hope to preserve them- 
selves from a purely military democracy, hy giving it a de- 
bauched interest iu the municipal. 

If the soldiers once come to mix for any time in the muni- 
cipal clubs, cabals, and confederacies, an elective attraction 
will draw them to the lowest and most desperate part. 
With them wiU. he their habits, affections, and sympathies. 
The military conspiracies, which are to he remedied by civic 
confederacies ; the rebellious municipalities, which are to he 
rendered obedient by furnishing them with the means of 
seduemg the very armies of the state that are to keep them 
in order ; all these chimeras of a monstrous and portentous 
policy must aggravate the confusion from which they have 
arisen. There must be blood. The want of common judg- 
ment manifested in the construction of all their descriptions 
of forces, and in aU their kinds of civil and judicial authori- 
ties, win make it flow. Disorders may be g^uieted in one 
time and in one part. They will break out in others ; be- 
cause the evil is radical and intrinsic. All these schemes of 
mixing mutinous soldiers with seditious citizens must weaken 
still more and more the military connexion of soldiers with 
their officers, as well as add military and mutinous audacity 
to turbulent artificers and peasants. To secure a real army, 
the officer should be first and last in the eye of the soldier ; 
first and last in his attention, observance, and esteem. 
Officers it seems there are to be, whose chief qualification 
must be temper and patience. They are to manage their 
troops by electioneering arts. They must bear themselves 
as candidates, not as commanders. But as by such means 
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poTTor may be occamonjilly m tbem lumdj, the autbontj by 
which theytre to be nominated becomes of high impcFttanee. 

■\VTiat you maT do finally does not appear , nor i* it of 
much momont, wnilft the strange and oontradictory relation 
between your army and ell the ports of your repnhlio, as 
woU as the ponied relation of those parts to wn-Ji other and 
to the wlKdo, remain as they ore Ton seem to have gmen 
tho proTisional nomination of the officers, in the first m 
stance, to tho king, intli a restnre of approbation by the 
Ifetional Assembly Men who bore an mtereet to pursue 
are extremdy sagaaous in disoorenng the true seat of power 
They most soon perceire that those, who can negatire mde* 
finitely, m reality appoint. The officers must therefore look 
to their rntrigees m that Assembly, as the sole, certain road 
to pTomotioiL Stm, howemr, by your new combtution they 
must begin thear eoliatstion at court Thu double negoti- 
ation for mOibiry rank seems to me a eontrrranee sa well 
adapted^ as if it were studied for no other end, to prozsote 
faction in the Assembly itself relatne to this rast military 
patrousge , and then to powm the oorps of officers with &e> 
tions of a nature still more dangeomiB to the safety of gorem- 
ment, upon any bottom on which it can be plac^ and de- 
struotire m the end to the effloencr of the army itself. Those 
officers, who lose the promotions rntended for them by the 
crown, must become of a lacbon opposite to that of the As- 
sembly whitdi has i^ected tbeordanns, and most nourish dis- 
contents m the baert of the army against tho ruling powers. 
Those officers, on the other hand, who, hr carrying their 
point through an interest m the Assembly, feel themeelTeB to 
be at beet onlT eecond in the jjood-wili of the crown, though 
first m that of the Assembly, must slight an outbonty which 
would not adrince and could not retard their promotion. 
If to STOid these erils you will hare no other rule for com- 
mand or promotion than semontr, you will hare an army of 
formality, at the same time jt will become moremdfpffladent, 
and more of n mihtnry repnblic. Not they, but the king » 
the machine. A king is not to be deposed by halres. If be 
is not ererytbing in tbe oommsnd of an army, bo is no- 
thing IVhat 11 the effect of a power placed nominally at 
thebead of the army, who to that army n no object of grati- 
tude, or of fear ? ouch a apbw is not fit for tbe admims- 
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tration of an oljjecfc, of nil things the most delicate, the su- 
preme command of military men. They m\ist he constrarned 
(and their inclinations lead them to n-hat their necessities re- 
quire) hy a real, ■vigorous, ctlective, decided, personal author- 
ity. The authority' of the Assembly itself sulTers h}-' pass- 
ing through such a debilitating channel as they have chosen. 
The army ■will not long look to an assemblj'- acting through 
the organ of false sho'w, and palpable imposition. They 
■will not serious^ yield obedience to a prisoner. They ■wiil 
either despise a pageant, or they ivill pit)-- a captive king. 
This relation of your army to the crown wU, if I am not 
greatly niistalcen, become a serious dilemma in your politics. 

It is besides to bo considered, whether an assembly like 
yovrrs, even supposing that it was in possession of another 
sort of organ .through which its orders were to pass, is fit 
for promoting the obedience and discipline of an army. It 
is known, that armies have hitherto yielded a A^ery precarious 
and uncertain obedience to any senate, or popular authority ; 
and they will least of all yield it to an assembly which is only 
to haA'e a continuance of two years. The officers must 
totally lose the characteristic disposition of military men, if 
they see with perfect submission and due admiration, 'the 
dominion of pleaders ; especially when they find that they 
have a new court to pay to an endless succession of those 
pleaders ; Avhose militaiy policy, and the genius of whose 
command, (if they should have any,) must be as nucertain 
as their duration is transient. In the Aveakness of one kind 
of authority, and in the fluctuation of aU, the officers of an 
army will remain for some time mutinous and full of faction, 
un^tiL some popular general, who Amderstands the art of con- 
ciliating the soldiery, and who possesses the true spirit of 
command, shall draw the eyes of all men upon himself. 
Ammes wfil obey him on his personal account. There is no 
other "w^fiy of secAiring military obedience in this state of 
things. But the moment in which that event shall happen, 
the person who really commands the army is your master ; 
the master (that is little) of your king, the master of yonr 
Assembly, the master of your whole republic. 

How came the Assembly by their present power over the 
army ? Chiefly, to be sure, hy debauching the soldiers frpm 
their officers. They have begun hy a most terrible operation. 
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Th^ h*T£> toncbcd the central pomt, about irhich the per- 
ticJci that oompoee armiea are ot lepoee. Thej- horo dertroj^ 
the pnnciplo of ohedionee in the peat; ewential, crrucil 
Tmlr between the officer and the aoldisr.jaft •where the cham 
of inilitarT Bubordmation commenoe* and on 'which the 
•whole of that Bjttem depends. The soldier a told he a a 
ertaen, and ha* the right* of man and otaen. The right of 
a Ti^iTi^ be a told, a to be ha own gorernor, and to be ruled 
onl^ hj those to whom he delentea that aelf-gorenunent. 
It a Tciy natural he ahould thini that he ought meet of all 
to hare £u choice where he a to jidd the graeteat degree 
of obedience. He will therefore, in all prohahility, aratem- 
aticnllr do, what he doe* at preeent occanonaPr , tW u, 
he will exercae at leoat a negnnrem the choice of ha officow. 
At preeent the officer* are faiown at beat to be only par- 
imaeiTe, and on their good behanonr In feet, there hare 
been many natanee* m which they hare been cwhierod by 
them corps. Here u a second ncmtive on the choice of the 
krog, a negatire aa effiectnal at least aa the other of the 
Aaaembly Tbe eoldion know already that it has been a 
mieetion, not ill receired in the Kational Aseemhly, •whether 
they ought not to have the direct chcDce of their ofBcera, or 
acme proixjrtion of thom ? When aneh mattera are m do- 


libeniaoa it i« no ertrantgsnt wuppcaihon that they iTill m 
(4 me to the opinion most ferotnable to their pretensioos. 
They win not boar to be deemed the army of an imprisoned 
king, •whilft another army in the same co u n tr y, -witn -whoni 
too they ore to feast end confederate, la to be considered as 
the free army of a free consfatutian. They -will cait their 
eyea on -the other and moie pennanont army , I mean the 
municipaL That corpe, they wdl know, does actually elect 
its own offioers. They may not bo able to discern the 
grounds of distinction on which they are not to elect a 
Siarquis de 1* Fayette (or •what m his new name ?) of thetr 
orm. If this election of ft commander tn-cluef he a part of 
the rights of men, why not ofthesrs? They eee deefare 
raitiee* of peace, dectire jodgoa, elecbro curate*, electire 
Dishops, elective mimieipalitie*, and electire commander* of 
tie Ruman army — should they alone be molndod P 
Aye the brave trocr^ of Franco the otJy men m that nflboo 
•who are not the St judge* of military merit, and of the 
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qurvlifirntioiAP Ttocoi^snrv for a oomwnmU'r-in-i'hiof ? Avo llioy 
paid by the slato. and dn thoy tbondbri' lose* tlu' ri*;lils of 
men? Thoy aro a pad of that nation thoin!<olvoa. and con- 
tributo to that pay. And is not tho kinj;. isnot iho National 
AsFombly. and aro not all wlio oloot tho Xational Assoinbly, 
likewise paid? Instead of seidn'^ all theso forhal their rights 
by their receiving a salary, they poreeive that in all thcKo 
cases a salary is given for tin* exen-ise of those rights. All 
your resolutions, all yonr proc-eedings. all your debates, all 
the works of your doctors in religion and politics, have in- 
dustriously been jmt into their hands ; and you expect that 
they will apply to their own ease ju-^t ns much of your doc- 
trines and exninjdes as suits your jde.asnre. 

Everything depends upon the army in such a govenunent 
as yours; for you have indust riousl)- destroyed all the 
opinions, and jirejudiecs, and, .as far ns in you lay, nil the 
instincts which support government. Thcreibn^ the moment 
any diflbrcncc nrisoa between your Xational Assembly and 
any part of the nation, you must have recourse to force. 
Xothiug else is left to you; or rather you have left nothing 
else to yourselves. You see, by the report of your war 
minister, that the distribution of the army is in a great 
measure made with a xnew of inteninl coercion.* You must 
rule by an army ; and you b.avo infused into that army by 
which you rule, as well as into the whole body of tho nation, 
principles whicli after a time must disable you in the use you 
resolve to make of it. Tho king is to call out troops to act 
against his poo])lc,whcn the world has been told, and the as- 
sertion is srill ringing in our cans, that troops ought not to 
fire on citizens. The colonies assert to themselves an inde- 
pendent constitution and a free trade. They must bo con- 
strained by troops. In what chapter of your code of tho 
rights of men are they .able to read, that it is a part of the 
rights of men to have their commerce monopolized and re- 
strained for the benefit of others ? As the colonists rise on 
you, the negroes rise on them. Troops again — Jlassacro, 
torture, hanging ! These are your rights of men ! These are 
the fruits of metaphysic declarations wantonly made, and 
shamefully retracted 1 It was but the other day, that the 

’ Courier Francois, 30lh July, 1790. AssemFldc Nationalc, Numcro 

210 . ■ 
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fflTOCPB of laud in one of jour pnmnee« refojed to fej 
some sorts of rente to tho loro of the io£L In caneoqnoice 
cf thoe, jtm decree, that the conntry pctiple fbaD pay ill 
rente and duee, except thoee which u gnenmcai jt>Q nsre 
ebolubed; and if they refiise, then yon cader the Vm^ to 
march troop* ignmat tbeim Yon lay down jnetaphyiio pro- 
poertiona which mfor nnirereal canaeqnena*, and 6ien yon 
attempt to limit logic hy deapobinL It© leaden of the 
present Byrtem toll them of their nghta, a* men, to taie 
fartrcasM, to mnrder guards, to eeixe on fangs withont 
the least appeonmco of aathonty eren from the Asaemhly, 
whilrt, as the •omreign logiiletiTe body, thut Assonb^ wm 
fitting m the name of the nation — and yet these leaden 
preenme to order out the troops which hare acted in these 
yerr disorden, to coerce those who shall judge cm the pnn* 
ciples, and follow the examples^ which hare been gnamnteed 
by their own approbabon- 

Tlie ieaden teach the peopte to abhor and rqect all feed* 
alrby as the barbtincn or tyranny, and they teil them after- 
wara how mnch of that barbaroos tyranny they are to bear 
with pabecoe. Aj they are urodigal of bght with regard to 
gnoTinees, ao the people fioa them spsruig m the extreine 
with regard to reore*. Th^ know that not only cartain 
mnt-rent* and personal dnties, which you hare permitted 
them to redeem, (bnt hare fonushed no money for the rt- 
da mp tion,) are as nothing to those bortbens for which you 
hare made no promiou at alL "Hiey know^ that almost the 
whole system of landed property m it* ormm u feudal i that 
it is the distribution of the poss osfi oni oi the onginai pro- 
prwtors, made by a barhanms compiaror to hi* baroaroua in- 
strumenta , and that the most gneroua ccSeete of the con- 
GOfist are tiio land rents of erery fand, aa without qoostiaa 
tuCT are 

peejonta, in all probabflity, are the descendants of 
these wr.mpmt propnetors, Bomana or Gaol*. Bat if they 
fkfl, in any degree, in the titles which they make on the 
pnneiples of antiquaries and lawyers, they retreat into the 
citadm of the rights of mem Thore they find that men are 
equal i and the earth, the kmd and equal mother of ail, ought 
not to be monopolued to foster the pnde and loiuiy of any 
wiftn, who by nature are no better th^ themselye*, and who, 
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if tliey do not labour for tbeir bread, arc worse. They find, 
that by the laws of nature the occupant and subduer of the 
soil is the true proprietor; that there is no prescription 
against nature ; and that the agreements (where an}' tliere 
are) wbicli have been made with the landlords, during tbo 
time of slavery, are only the eflcct of duresse and force ; and 
that when the people re-entered into the rights of men, those 
agreements were made as void, as everything else whicli had 
been settled under the prevalence of tlio old feudal and aris- 
tocratic tyranny. They will tell you that they sec no difler- 
ence between an idler with a hat and a national coclcade, and 
an idler in a cowl, or in a rochet. K you groimd the title to 
rents on succession and prescription, they tell you from tbo 
speech of M. Camus, publislied by tlie National Assembly for 
their information, that things ill begun cannot avail them- 
selves of prescription ; that the title of these lords was ■sdeious 
in its origin ; and that force is at least as bad as fraud. As 
to the title by succession, they will tell you, that the succes- 
sion of those who have cultivated the soil is the true pedigree 
of property, and not rotten parchments and silly substitu- 
tions ; that the lords have enjoyed their usurpation too long; 
and that if they allow to these lay monlts any charitable 
pension, they ought to be thanlcful to the bounty of the true 
proprietor, who is so generous towards a false claimant to 
his goods. 

"WTien the, peasants give you back that coin of sophistic 
reason, on which you have set your image and superscrip- 
tion, you cry it down as base money, and tell them you will 
pay for the future with Trench guards, and dragoons, and 
hussars. You hold up, to chastise them, the second-hand 
authority, of a long, who is only the instrument of destroy- 
ing, without any power of protecting either the people or 
his own person. Through him it seems you will make your- 
selves obeyed. They answer, You have taught us that there 
are no gentlemen ; and which of your principles teach us to 
.bow to Idngs whom we have not elected ? "We know, with- 
out your, teaching, that lands were given for the support of 
feudd dignities, feudal titles, and feudal offices. When you 
took down the cause as a grievance, why ahould the more 
grievous effect remain ? ^ there are now no hereditary 
honours, and no distinguished families, why are we taxed to 
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mamtam wbat you tell u« ouAt not to ^exut ? You hate 
Bcnt dom our old amtocruho limdlordB la no otter chaiac- 
ter, and Kitt no other but that of exacton under your 
antbonty Have ^u ondeeronied to make these your rent- 
gatheipn reipectanle to oa P Ko You bare sent tbem to na 
•with tbmr arma rerersed, their ahielda broken^ them im- 
presaefl ddfaeed, and so displumed, degraded, «tt/ 1 metamOF' 
pbosod, tuch unfeothered tw^legged thm^ that im no longer 
kncrr them. They are etrungw to na. They do not ereai co 
by the nampis of our ancient lorda. Physically they may be 
tbe tame men j though w© ere not qmte iure of that, on your 
new philosophio doctrmee of peraonal identity In oil other 
reapeota they are totally chained. We do not see why we 
haw not as good a right to refuse them their rents, aa you 
hare to abrogate oil them honours, titles, and dntmobons. 
This we hare nerer oommissioned you to do , and it is one 
instance, among many mdced, of your aasumptacm of unde* 
legated power We tee the burghers of Paru^ throng their 
dubs, them mobs, and their guards, directing you at 

their pleaiuro, and girmu that as law to you, which, under your 
oothonty, is transnuttM at law to na. Throogh you, these 
burghen ditpose of the Irves and fortunet of ut alL WI7 
ahomd not you attend at much to the desires of the labonout 
huabandman with regard to our rent, by which wu are affect- 
ed m the most •enout manner, oa you do to the damandt of 
theee insolent burghers. relatiTe to dutmctioni and titles of 
honour, hr whidi neither they nor w© are affected at all P 
But we mid you pay more regard to their fanoee than to 
our neceesitiea. Tt it among uie nghU of man to pay tn 
bute to bit equals P Before ibis meaBure of youra, we might 
hare thought we were not perfectly equal We might hare 
egtertamw tome dd, habitual, unmeaning preppia e icai m 
farour of those landlords, hot we cannot couedro with 
what other view than that of de stroyin g sU respect to them, 
you could hare made the law that degrades them. You hsre 
forbidden us to treat them with any of the old fonnalibet d 
TMpect, and now you send troops to aabre and to boyouet 
us into a submission to fear and force, which you did no* 
stiffs us to yield to the mild aothon^ of opinion. 

The ground of some of tbeso argutnenta n homd and rWi* 
cnlons to all rational ears , but to the politicians of met*- 
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plrysics avIio hnvo opMunl scliools for sopliisirv. nml made 
cstablislimoiils for nnaroliy. it is solid aiul eonclusive. It is 
obvious, that on a men; consideration of tlio rii^bl, the leaders 
in the Assembly would not in tlu' least have scrupled to 
abrogate tbc rents along with the titles and family ensigns. 
It would be only to follow iip the ])rineiple of their reason- 
ings, and to complete the analogy of their conduct. But they 
had newly possessed themselves of a great body of lamb'd 

n erty by eontiscation. They had this commodity at 
cet; and the market would liavt* been wholly destroyed, 
if they were to j)ermit the husbandmen to riot in the specu- 
Intions with which they ao freely intoxicated themselves. 
The only security whicli property enjoys in any one of its 
descriptions, is from the interests of their n»])acitY with re- 
gard to some other. They have left nothiiig but their own 
arbitrary ple.Tsure to determine what property is to bo pro- 
tected and what subverted. 

Koither have they left any principle by which ai\y of their 
municipalities can be bound to obedience; or oven conscien- 
tiously obliged not to 8cj)arate from the whole to become 
independent, or to connect itself with some other state. The 
people of Lyons, it seems, have refused lately' to pay taxes. 
NAHiy should they not? "What lawful authonty is there left 
to exact them? Tlie king imposed some of them. The old 
states, methodized by orders, settled the more ancient. Tliey 
may say to the Assembly, AVho are you, that arc not our 
kings, nor the states we hnvo elected, nor sit on the princi- 
ples on which we have elected you ? And who arc we, that 
Avhen we see the gabellcs, which 3 mu have ordered to be paid, 
wholly shaken oft’, when wo see the act of disobedience after- 
wards ratified by yourselves, who arc we, that we arc not to 
judge what taxes xve ought or ought not to p.a}', and who are 
not to avail ourselves of the same powers, the validity of which 
you have approved in others ? To this the answer is, We 
wdl send troops. The last reason of kings is alwaj'^s the 
first with your Assembly. This military aid may serve for 
a time, whilst the impression of the increase of pay remains,* 
and the vamty of being umpires in all disputes is flattered. 
But this weapon will snap short, tmfaithful to the hand that 
employs it. The Assembly keep a school, where, system- 
atically, and with imremittiug perseverance, they teach 
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prmciploe, and form wgoIntKm*, dettractiTB to all fpmt of 
robommatioii, anl »nd mfliteij — and then they eipect that 
they >hall hold m obedience an anarohio people hj an an- 
archic army 

The momcipal anny irhich, according to their new policy, 
ii to balance thia mboniil army, rf oonaidered m it»elf only, 
afl of a conrtitntion mnch more ninple, and tn erery reapoct 
Tfxw exceptionable. It u a meire democratic body, xmcon- 
nected with the crown or the kmgdom , armed, and trained, 
and officered at the pleMoro of the district* to wlnoh the 
eorp* eeveraHy belong , and the pemmal eemce of the mdi- 
vidualt, who oompoee, or the fine in lieu of peraonal eemce, 
are directed by tne same authority * Nothing is more uni- 
fbnn If, howerer, ocmsidered in any relation to the crown, 
to the Niiionel A»embly, to the pnbbo tribunals, or to the 
other army, or conaidcrea m a Tiew to any coherence or con- 
nexion between its parts, it seems a monster, and can bnrdly 
fiiil to terminate rte pe^exed motementi m some great 
national calamity It la a worse preserratiTe of a gcmenil 
eonstitotian, than the syetams of Ci^e, or the eonfedention 
of Poland, or any other ffl-denaed cometiTe whidi baa yest 
been imagined, m the necesmtie* produced by an Dl-con-' 
atructed ^stem of ttorerimieot. 

Haring condaded my few remark* on the oonstitutnm of 
the supreme power, the axeenttre, the ludicatiire, the mih- 
tary, Bnd on t^ reciprocal relatum of oil these eetabhibmoite, 
I inall ear something of the sbihty showed by your legb- 
lators witn regard to the rerenne. 

In their proceedings relahre to this ol^ect, if poesible, 
■ frill fewer tnmee appear of pohtioal judgment ot fimminfll re- 
Bouree. When the states met, it seemed to be the gmt 
object to imprOTB the ejstem of rerenue, to enlarge its col- 
lection, to detmae it of oppreesion and. rexation, and to estab- 
lish it on the most solm footing Great were the expect- 
atdona entertained on that head throughout Europe. It was 


■ I tee ty U. tceoaat. UaU tin raticrral goard* of Ptrii ben 

jwjel rtd, OTV tod tbiTrs loofuiy krled iiiiliiii tlnlr ovn dtf, sbent 
£145J)00 ftortbis onl of tin jmblks btsBir*. Whetlnr tkk bo «b •rtwl 
Tmjraaii for tin nhn mooila of tlmr exlttnicB. or ui wtUnito oi Unit 
vaairi dnifc, 1 do Bot cletiij- pcTEetre. It b of do gnat fanpcvtiac*, >* 
cwtiMj tiny loty ttlro siataiei they plmo. 
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by tbis gr.n\(l hrmugoinciit that i’nnun' wns in ^Intul or fall ; 
niul Ibis booatnc, in n\y ojunion. very projHTly, tlu’ tost, by 
Y\-lncb tbc sltill anti pat riot ism of llutso vlu) ruletl in that 
Assfinbly would bo triod. Tho revenue' of the state is the 
state, in otiect all depends upon it. wliether for support or 
for reformation. The dimiity of every oeeupalion wholly 
depends upon the tpiantity and the Icintl of virtue tliat mav 
be exerted in it. As all j^re.at qualitie.s of the mind which 
operate in public, and are not merely stiflering and passive, 
require force for their displav, 1 had almost said for their 
unequivocal existence, the ri'venue, which i.s the .spring of all 
power, becomes in its administration the sphere of every 
active virtue. I’ublie virtue, being of a nature magnifleent 
and splendid, instituted for great things, and conversant 
about great eonecrns, requires abundant scojie and room, and 
c.annot spread and grow under eonlincmcnt, and in eireum- 
stonces straitened, narrow, and sordid. Througb tbc reve- 
nue alone the body politic can act in its true genius and 
character, and tbei'cforc it will display just as much of its 
collective x-irtuc, and ns mueli of that virtue which may clin- 
ractcrize those who move it, and are, as it were, its life and 
guiding principle, as it is possessed of a just revenno. For 
Irora hence not only inagnanimily, and lilierality, and bene- 
ficence, and fortitude, and jiroxaclcnec, and the tutelary pro- 
tection of all good arts, derive their food, and tbc growth of 
their organs, but continence, and self-denial, and labour, and 
idgilauce, and frugality, and whatever else there is in whicli 
the mind shows itself "above tbc appetite, arc nowhere inoi-e 
in their proper element than in the provision and distribution ■ 
of the public wealth. It is tliereforo not without reason 
that the science of speculative and practical finance, which 
must tabo to its aid so many auxiliary bi'nncbes of know- 
ledge, stands high in the estimation not only of the ordinary- 
sort, but of the wisest and best men ; and as this science has 
groxvii with the progress of its object, the prosperitj' and im- 
provement of nations has generally increased with the in- 
crease of their revenues ; and they will both continue to 
grow and flourish, as long as tbc balance between what is 
left to strengthen the efibrts of individuals, and what is col- 
lected for the common eflbrts of the state, bear to each other 
a due reciprocal proportion, and are kept in a close corre- 
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ipondence trad odromunjoatioii. And pertap* it may lie 
owing to the gratnew of nmamea, ana to toe nrgency of 
state necesaitie*, that old •iraaee m the oonitrtution cf 
■Bnwnrwt are diectKered, and their true nature and ratiarml 
theory come* to be more perfectly undentood , rnsonmch, 
that a sroaller rerenue might hare been more dfartr pwnng m 
one penod then a far greater u found to be in another , the 
proportionate weelth even remaining the aame. In thu 
state of thmga, the French Aeaemhfy found tomething in 
their rerenuea to preeerTo, to aecure, and maeJy to a dmint* . 
ter, at well u to abrogate and alter Though than proud 
atiumption might loatify the aemret teata, yet in trying 
their abflitiea on their nnnnml proceedings, 1 would onty 
oonaider what is the phnn^ obnona duty of a common finance 
nuniater, and try them npon that, and not upon modela of 
ideal perfection. 

The ohjecta of a ftnanoer are, then, to secure an ample 
rerenufi , to unpoee it with judgimcnt and equality , to em* 
ploy it economically , and, when necesnty obhgn hrm to 
male use of credit to secure ite foundationi m that mstanee, 
and for erur, by the desraea and candour of hii proceed* 
mga, the exaotnecs of his calculationa, and the sohditToflns 
i^ilL On these heads ms may take a anort and distinct 
riew of the merrta and abihtie* of those m the Kational As- 
eemhly, who hare taken to themaelTea the mnnagement of 
thiw aiduouB eoneem. Far from ai^ increase of rere mx e in 
their hmtin, I fvnd, by a report of SL VcmiQ, firom the com- 
mittee of flnancea, of the second of Angnst last, that the 
amount of the noticmal rorenue, as compared with its pro- 
duce before the Serolution, waa diminished by the aum of 
two hundred uriHiona, or millionM MterUma of the annual 
income, ooniiderabiy more than one-third of the whole 

If be tbe reault of great ahUitr, nerer aurely was 
ability displayed in a more diatinguishcu manner, or with so 
powerful an effect. No eommon loUy, no mlgar incapacity, 
no ordinary official negligence, eren no official enme, no cor- 
ruption, no peculation, Mrdly any direct hostflity which we 
lam s«aj in the modern world, could in so short a time bare 
made to complete an orerthrow of the flnaneco, and with 
of the strength of a great kingdom. — CW& fsi rta/r** 
rcaip^tanB ieufam amuutu ton nto t 
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The sophisters and declaimers, as soon as tlie Assembly 
met, began with decrying the ancient constitution of the 
revenue in many of its most essential branches, such as the 
public monopoly of salt. They charged it, as truly as un- 
wisely, with being ill-contrived, oppressive, and partial. This 
representation they were not satisfied to make use of in 
speeches preliminary to some plan of reform ,• they declared 
it in. a solemn resolution or public sentence, as it were judi- 
cially, passed upon it ; and this they dispersed throughout 
the nation. At the time they passed the decree, with the same 
gravity they ordered the same absurd, oppressive, and partial 
tax to be paid, until they could find a revenue to replace it. 
The consequence was inevitable. The provinces which had 
been always exempted from this salt monopoly, some of whom 
were charged with other contributions, perhims equivalent, 
were totally disinclined to bear any part of the burthen, 
which by an equal distribution was to redeem- the others. 
As to the Assembly, occupied as it was with the declaration 
and violation of the rights of men, and with their arrange- 
ments for general con&sion, it had neither leisure nor ca- 
pacity to contrive, nor authority to enforce, any plan of 
any kind relative to the replacing the tax or equalizing it, or 
compensating the provinces, or for conducting their minds to 
any scheme of accommodation with the other districts which 
were to be relieved. 

The people of the salt provinces, impatient under taxes, 
damned by the authority which had directed their payment, 
very soon found their patience exhausted. They thought 
themselves as skilful in demolishing as the Assembly could 
be. They relieved themselves by throwing off the whole 
burthen. Animated by this example, each district, or part 
of a district, judging oi its own grievance by its own feeling, 
and of its remedy by its own opinion, did as it pleased witli 
other taxes. 

W e are next to see how they have conducted themselves in 
contriving equal impositions, proportioned to the means of 
the citizens, and the least likely to lean heavy on the active 
capital employed in the generation of that private wealth, 
from whence the public fortune must be derived. By suffer- 
ing the several districts, and several of the inditiduals in each 
district, to judge of what part of the old revenue they might 

2 K 2 
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Tfithhold, miteod of better pnnfiple* of eqoalitTj b neir in- 
©qmiLtj' w*» introdoced of tb© OKWt oppretsiro kmi ¥bj~ 
ments irero regoUied hy dupoctiom. The perta of the 
kingdom which were the moat aabmifflire, the moat orderir, 
or tM moat affectionate to the oommonwealtfa, boro the whoU 
burthen of the atate JTothmg tuma out to be ao oppreaaiTB 
and unjuft as a feeble goremnient. To fill up all the de- 
ficaenoet m the old unpoctiona, and the new d^oenmea of 
erery land which were to be expected, what remained to a 
ftate without authority ? The National Aaaembly oalled for a 
Toluntary bcncTolenoe , for a fourth part of the inoome of 
all the otnena, to he ertunated on the honour of thoae who 
were to pay They obtained aomethmg more than could bo 
mtHmaHy calculate but what was fiir mdeed from answer- 
able to their real neceactiee, and much leas to thhir fond 
expectations ^Rational people conld hare hoped for bttle 
from this them tax m the disgmse of a benerolence , a tax 
weak, maffeotire, and un©q[ual, a tax by whici luxury, 
aranee, and aetfiahoeu were screeited, and the load thrown 
upon prodoctrre capitsl, open integrity, generonty, snd 
public tpint — a tax of regulatioa upon nriue- At len^h 
the mask is thrown off, and tb^ are now trying meana (with 
little soeoeas) ofexact^ their beDerolence hr force. 

This beucTolenoe, the ncketty of&pnng or wenkneet, was 
to bo supported by another reaource, the twin brother of the 
same proufle imbccQity The patnotio donations were to 
make good the fafiore of the p^notio contribution. John 
I>oe was to become aecunty for Biehard Boe. By this 
scheme they took things of much pnee from the girur, oom- 
parafarely of small ralue to the receirer , they ruined serml 
trades , they pillaged the crown of it* ornaments, the chnrobei 
of their plate, and the people of their personal decorations. 
The mrention of these jaramle pretenaen to bber^ was m 
reality nothing more than a sernle mutation of one of the 
poorest resources of doting despotism They took an edd 
huge fall bottomed penwig oirt of the wardrobe of the 
antiquated frippery of Iiouis tha Fourteenth, to corcr the 
premstore baldncas of the National Assembly They pro- 
duced tha old lashioned formal foBy, though it had been so 
abundantly exposed in the Memoirs of the Duke do Bt. Simon, 
if to reasonable men it had wanted any argument* to display 
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it? Miiscliit'f aiul in?iiflicifiu\v. A dovicf of the ?a)no )<iiul 
\va? tried iti my tm-morv by Loui? flic I'iftecnth, but it 
nn?\vored at no time, llowevt'r. the iiere??ili('? of ruinoua 
Avars were foine excuse for despi'rate projects. The deliher- 
ntion? of calamity are nmdy wi?(«. But hen' wa'^ a season 
for disjiosition and providence. It was in n time of jirofonnd 
peace, then enjoyed for tlve years, and pnimisinp a imich 
longer confinuanee. that they ha<l nconr.'-e fo (his desperate 
tritlinc. They were sim* (ti lose tnon* n'pntatiim bv .siiortintr, 
in their Forions situation, with these toys and plavtliings of 
finnnct\ Avhich have filled half their journals, than could 
possibly be compensated by the poor t<'inporary supply 
which they atVorded. It seemeil ns if those who adopted 
such projects were wholly ii;nnj-an( of their eireumsinnce.s. or 
wholly unequal to their necessitie.s. Whatever virtue may bo 
in tlu'.«c devices, it is obvious that neither the jiatriotic ;rifts, 
nor the patriotic contrihution, can ever he resorted to a<iinn. 
The resources of puhlie folly are soon exhavisted. The whole 
indeed of their scheme of revenue is to nmlvO, hy nnv artifice, 
an appearance of a full reservoir for the hour, whilst at the 
same time they cut off the sprinp< and living fountains of 
perennial .supply. Tlieaecoutil not long since furnished hy It!. 
Xecker was meant, without question, to he favourable. He 
gives a fialtcring view of the means of getting through the 
year; but he e.xpresses, as it is natural he should, some .ap- 
prehension for that which was to succeed. On this Inst 
prognostic, instead of entering into the grounds of this appre- 
hension, in order, by a proper foresight, to prevent the prog- 
nosticated evil, M. Necker receives a sort of friendly^ re- 
primand from the president of the j\ssemhly. . 

As to their other schemes of taxation, it is impossible to 
say niiything of them with certainly ; hccansc they have not 
yet had their operation: hut nobody is so sanguine ns to 
imagine they will fill up any jjerceplihlo part of the Avide 
gapiiag breach which their incapacity has made in their re- 
venues. At present the state of their treasury sinks every 
day more and more in cash, and swells more and more in 
lictitious' representation. When so little Avithin or Avithout 
is now found hut paper, the rejmesentntive not of opulence 
hut of AA-ant, the creature not of credit hut of pOAver, they 
imagine that om- flourishing state in England is owing to 
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that bank-paper, and not the hank-paper to the flotmihing 
condition of oitr commerecL to the aohdity of onr credit, and 
to the total ttolaaion of all idea of power from any pait of 
the transactioiL They foiBot that, m 'England, not one ahil- 
Im^ of paper-money of any deacnption a receirod but of 
choice , that the whole haa had ita origin m rawh actually 
depoei^ , and that it la convertible at pleasure, m on in- 
ft^t, and without the emalleat loae, into oaah ag ain. Our 
paper la of value in commerce, because m law it la of none. 
It la powerful on 'Change, because mWeatanmatcr HkH it ii 
impotent In payment of a debt of twenty ahiUingi, a cre- 
ditor may refoso all the pwer of the bank of England. Nor 
ifl there amongrt ua a smgle public Becun^, of any quality 
or nature whnteoerer, that u enforced by aothonty In fatst 
it might be easily thown, that our poper wealth, mitead of 
leesenmg the real oain, hat a tendency to mcieate it , mitead 
of being a lubititute for money, it only faolitatea ^ entry, 
ita ent, and its omonUtion , that it is the symbol of pros* 
p en ty, ind not the badge «if distress. Never was a scaroty 
of cash, and an exuberance of paper, a Bub;)6ct of complaint 
in thu nation. 

'Well 1 but a lessemng of prodigal expenaca, and the eco- 
nomy which ha* been mtrodmwd by the nrtneras and sapient 
Assembly, moke ameude for the losses sustained in the re- 
cent of rerenue In this et least they have fulfilled the 
duty of a financier — Have those, who say la looked at the 
expenses of the b<ational Assembly itsolfr ot the mnnicipa- 
Ltica P of the city of Pans P of the inareased pay of the two 
armies P of the new- police P of the new jndteaWres P Have 
they even carefolty compared the present pennon list with 
the former P These pobticums have been cruel, not econo- 
micaL Oompanng the cipensw of the former prodigal 
gOTemment and ita relation to the then terenaes with toe 
expenses of this new system as opposed to the state of ita 
new treasury, I bebove the present will bo found beyond tU 
comparison more chargeable ' 

1 Tlu reader wQl obaerra, tfiat I bare but UidtUv 10 0 11* 4 (my fba 
demanded tKrthlns more) oo. Uta eoadUian of tbe t rtxicb flaamra^ ai eto - 
sacted with tba dmnmda anon them. If I bad Inttaded to do 
the matexklj tn my bandi tor nch a taik are not ahofelber perfect. On 
tbit rnt^ect 1 refer the reader to U da CaknuM'i work ( aod the tmaeod 
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It remains only to consider the proofs of financial ability, 
famished by the present French managers when they are to 
raise supplies on credit. Here I am a Little at a stand ; for 
credit, properly speaking, they have none. The credit of the 
ancient government was not indeed the best ; but they could 
always, on some terms, command money, not only at home, 
but from most of the countries of Europe where a surplus 
capital was accumulated ; and the credit of that government 
was improving daily. The establishment of a system of li- 
. berty would of course be supposed to give it new strength : 
and so it would actually have done, it‘ a system of liberty 
had been established. "WTiat offers has ‘their government of 
pretended liberty had from Holland, from Hamburgh, from 
Switzerland, from Genoa, from England, for a dealing in their 
paper ? "Why should these nations of commerce and economy 
enter into any pecuniary dealings with a people, who attempt 
to reverse the very nature of things ; amongst whom they 
see the debtor prescribing at the point of the bayonet, the 
medium of his solvency to the creditor ; discharging one of 
bis engagements with another ; turning his very penury into 
his resoiu’ce ; and paying his interest with his rags ? 

Their fanatical confidence in the omnipotence of church 
plunder has induced these philosophers to overlook all care 
of the public estate, just as the. dream of the philosopher’s 
stone induces dupes, under the more plausible delusion of 
the hermetic art, to neglect all rational means of improving 
their fortunes. "With these philosophic financiers, this uni- 
versal medicine made of church mummy is to cure all the 
evils of the state. These gentlemen perhaps do not believe 
a great deal in the miracles of piety ; but it cannot be ques- 
tioned, that they have an undoubting faith in the prodigies 
of sacrilege. Is there a debt which presses them P — Issue 

ous display th(it he has made of the havoc and devastation in the publie 
estate, and in all the affairs of France, caused by tlie presumptuous good 
intentions of ignorance and incapacity. Such effects those causes "will 
always produce. Looking over that accormt with a pretty strict eye, and, 
with perhaps too much rigour, deducting everytliing which may be placed 
to the account of a financier out of place, who might be supposed by his 
enemies desirous of making the most of his cause, I believe it will be 
found, that a more salutarj' lesson of caution against the daring spirit of 
innovators, than what has been supplied at the expense of France, never 
was at any time furnished to mankind. 
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etntfueU Are compenuboiu to b« made, or a niamtennnce 
dwTcod to thoae Trhom ttey haro robbed of tbeur freebold in 
their office, or expelled fitim their profession P—jimmaf*. 
Ib a fleet to be oat P— If futeen rnillinrn 
fterlmg of these ajnyuaf*, forced on the people, leare the 
•wantB of the etnte os ardent u erar— iMoe, saji one, thirty 
nuUion* rterling of ampuU — say* another, lame fottrsoore 
TmHi nna more « atn^nait The only difletenoe among their 
financial fectiona u on the greater or the leaser quantity of 
e»ftya«<r to be imposed on the public anfferanca ITiey ore 
all pTofetaoTB of aui^naU Eren those, whoae natural good 
acnae and knowledge of commerce, not obhterated W phi- 
losophy, fumith deoaire argument agamat thu drioaion, 
condude their argumenfca, by proposing the emiaaion of 
Qtn^natt I suppose they must talk of as no other 

language would be understood. All experience of thear m- 
effiucacy does not in the least diaeonr are them. Are the old 
depreoated at market P — miat ia the remedy? 
lasue new ampati —SLxtt n maUdt*, opiate^no, non nil 
$e pnn, ptd tll^aaerof amput r o- p ot i oa ampare, «• 
ntis ampan "rfe word if a tnfle ahered The of 
jxmr present doctors be better than that of your c^d 
comeay , their wisdom and the xane^ of their resonresa ore 
the Bune. Ihey hare not more notee m therr Bong than the 
‘ cuckoo 5 though, fiu- from the softna« of that harWigep of 
summer and plenty, their rotoe la aa hanh and as ominous 
aa that of the raren. 

"Who but the most desperate tdrenturers m philoscphy 
and finance oonld at all have thought of destroying the fet- 
tled rerenne of the state, the sole eecunty for 3rt pnblio 
credit, m the hope of rebuilding rt with the matenala <n con* 
flaentod property P If^ howerer, an eiceisiTB seal for the 
state shomd hare led a pons and renemble prolate (by on* 
ticipetian a lather of the <burah*) to pillagB nis own order, 
and for good of the church and people, to take upon 
hunsclf the place of grand financier of ooixfiacation, and 
comptroller-general of sacrQege, ho and hia coadjoton were, 
m my opinion, bound to show, by their subsequent conduct, 
that they knew something of tbo office thw assumed AVbcn 
tb^ had resdrod to apprepnate to tbo a certain por* 

* Ls Bmjhfe of Boamet. 
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tion of llic bmlotl property of Jlicir I'onquorod country, it. 
Avas their business to render their hanh n real fund of credit, 
ns far ns siieh a hank was eapnhle of heeominir so. 

To establish a eurn'ut eir\'ulatin <4 etaalit \»pon nnv Tkniff- 
Iniil', under any eireujustanees w!(atsoever, has jiithorto 
proved dilfuMdl at the very lea^t. Tlie uttemj)t luis eoin- 
luonlv ended in bankruptcy. Uut when the Asseinhly were 
led, tlirough n conteinjU iif luond. to a delinnee of eeonoinical, 
principles, it iniyht nt least have been expected, that nothing 
would be omitted on their jiart to lessen this dillteully, to 
prevent nnv ngarav.ntion <»t this baukrujJtey, It might he 
cxpi'cted, tlmt. to render your tolerable, everv' 

me.ans woidd he adopted that could disjday openness and 
candour in the statement of the seeuriLv ; evorytlujig which 
could aid the rt'covcry of the demand. I'o take things in 
their most favour.d)le jioint of view, your condition was that 
of a man of a large landed estate, which he wished to dispose 
of for the discharge of a debt, and the supjdy of eertaijv 
Kcrviccs. 2vot being able instantly to sell, you wished to 
mortgage. ANlint would a man of fair intentions, and a com- 
monly clear undenstanding. do in such circumstances ? Ought 
. he not fir.st to ascorlain the gros.s vabio of the. estate; the 
charges of its management and disposition; the encum- 
brances perpetual and tompornry of all kinds that afiect it ; 
then, striking a net surplus, to c.aleulate the just value of 
the security ? When that surplus (the only security to the 
creditor) had heen clearly ascertained, and properly vested 
in the hands of trustcc.s ; then he would indicate the ])nr- 
ccls to he sold, and the time and conditions of sale ; after 
this, he would admit the public creditor, if he chose it, to 
Buhscribe his stock into this new fund ; or he might receive 
proposals for an assignat from those who xvould advance 
mono}' to purchase this species of security. 

This would he to proceed like men of business, methodi- 
cally and rationally ; and on the only principles of public 
and private credit that have an existence. The dealer would 
then know exactly what ho purchased ; and the only doubt 
which could hang upon his mind would he, the dread of 
the resumption of the spoil, which one day might he made 
(perhaps "with an addition of punishment) from the sacrile- 
gious gripe of those execrable wretches v^ho could he- 
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come parchiMiB at the aoctioa of their nmocent foUor* 
catuena 

An open and eiact ftatemont of the clear Tiliis of the 
proper^, and of the time, the orcumetaiicet, and the place 
of tale, ArCTe tH Decesearj, to efface as much as poerible the 
Btigma that has hitherto been branded on gr ei y kmd of 
Inod-bank It boetune neceeaaiy on another pnnaplo, that 
u, on acconnt of a pledge of ikith prenouilj giren (bi 
that *nh]ect, that their fotore fidelity m a alipperj concern 
might bo eetahluhcd by their adherence to their flnt en- 
gagement Whan they had finally determined on a state re- 
eoarce from chorch booty, they came, on the 14th of April, 
1790, to a eolemn reeolntum on the snl^eot{ and pledged 
themeelTei to their oonntry, “that m the gtatement of the 
public charges for each year, there should be hronght to 
acconnt a sum eufBaent for definying the eipenie* of the E, 
0 A- the anpport of the mnuatera at the altan, the 

relief of the poor, the pennona to the ecclesiaftica, secular as 
well at regular, of the one and of the other bcx, i» onJtr ikat 
tie ertattt a»d ffood* tffJttch art ai tk$ ditpcKd ^ 0ie lattn 
wury 6c of efl eJiatyo$, and rmployrd by the rep r t- 

eentatives, or the ItgulaUte bo^ to the grea t and most press- 
htg engsaces of As siaU." Ihey further ongag^ on the 
tame day, that the sum neceaMry for the year 1701 should 
be forthwith determined- 

In this resolution they admit it their duty to ihowdutmet- 
ly the oapenie of the ahoro objecta, wlncli, by other reeo 
lutiona, they had before engaged ahonid be first m the order 
of pronsiom They admit that they ought to show the 
estate clear and disengsged of all charge*, and that ther 
(bould show it immediiWy BAre they done thij irnmedf- 
ately, or at any time P Hare they erer furnished a rent-roll 
of the immorable estates, or given in an inrentory of the 
morablo effect*, which tbOT coufiscftte to their assignats P In 
what manner they can fulfil their engagements of bold* 
mg out to public service, “an e*ttte disengaged of all 
charges,” without authenticating the rilae of the ertate, or 
the qnnntnm of the charge*, 1 leave it to their Enghab ad- 
mirer* to explain- Instantly upon this assurance, and pre- 
tiously to any one step towards making it good, they issue, 
on the credit w so handsome a declaration, lutoen millions 
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sterling of tlieir paper. This vras manly. Who, after this 
masterly sb’olve, can doubt of their abilities in finance ? — 
But then, before any other emission of these financial indiil- 
gejices, they took care at least to make good their original 
promise ! — If such estimate, either of tho value of the estate 
or the amount of the encumbrances, has been made, it has 
escaped me. I never heard of it. 

At length they have spoken out, and they have made a 
full discovery of their abominable fraud, in holding out the 
church lands as a security for any debts, or any sernco what- 
soever. They rob only to enable them to cheat ; but in a 
very short time they defeat the ends both of the robbery and 
the fraud, by maldng out accounts for other purposes, which 
blow up their whole apparatus of force and of deception. 
I am obbged to M. de Oalonue for his reference to the docu- 
ment which proves this extraordinary fact ; it had by some 
means escaped me. Indeed it was not necessary to make 
out my assertion as to tlie breach of faitli on the declaration 
of the 14ith of April, 1790. By a report of their committee 
it now appears, that the charge of keeping up tho reduced 
ecclesiastical establishments, and other expenses attendant 
on religion, and maintaining the religious of both sexes, 
retained or pensioned, and the other concomitant expenses 
of the same najture, which they have brought upon them- 
selves by this convulsion in property, exceeds the income of 
the estates acquired by it in the enormous sum of two mil- 
lions sterling annually ; besides a debt of seven millions and 
upwards. These are the calculating powers of imposture ! 
This is the finance of philosophy ! This is the result of all 
the delusions held out to engage a miserable people in re- 
bellion, murder, and sacrilege, and to make them prompt and 
zealous instruments in the ruin of their country ! Never did 
a state, iu any case, enrich itself by the confiscations of tlie 
citizens. Tins new experiment has succeeded like all tbo 
rest. Every honest mind, every true lover of liberty and 
humanity, must rejoice to find that injustice is not always 
good policy, nor rapine the high road to riches. I subjoin 
with pleasure, in a note, the able and spirited observations 
of M. de Calonne on this subject.^ 

* “Ce n’est point a Passemljl^e enti^re qne jo m’adresso ici; jo no 
parle qu’a ceus qui l’4garent, en lui cachant sous dcs gazes sdduisantos lo 
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In ctrdfiT to perfrmde tl>e ■world of the bottomleai re»q ur ce 
of ecde»iastic^ «mfl»cation, the Aaeombly hare proceeded 
to other conflicatiotie of eitntea m officet, which comd not be 
done with any common colour without being compemated 
crtrt of thu gnmd conflecatioh of landed property They 
have thrown upon thia fund, which waa to ihow a furplm, 
daengaged of all chargee, a new charge , namely, the com- 
penaation to the ■whole body of the diabanded judicature, 
end of aU aupprewed office* and estate* , a charge which 1 
oonnot aacertam, bat which nnqneationahly amounti to many 
JFrench miUiona. Another of the new charge* la an eunufty 
of four hundred and eighty tboutand pounM atBiiing, to lie 
paid (if they diooee to keep faith) Ijy dally payme^, for 
the interest of the ftnt aasignati hUre they ever given 
themaelvee the trouble to state fairly the expense oi the 
management of the church landa in the hands of the mum- 
mpahtiea, to irhose care, ebll, and diligence, and that of 
their legion of unknown ander>agenta, they hare choaeu to 
commit the charge of the forfeitM es^tea, and the eons^ 
gnence of which had bom eo ably pomted out by tbe bishop 
a Nancy? 

But It u unneceuarr to dwell on these obnons heads of 
encumhranoe. Have ttey mad© out any clear state of the 

Imt nl Qi 1 witrahient. (Tact enz qae le dis i toWo olijei, tuoi n'es 
dlfcaiiTiOTdm pu, o’ast d^^«r (<7at eapoir tn derff, *t dt emMomaer m 
mine | e’est-tt, ra ns was Mrop^onnuit ^TtaciioA cnnl)faiai>on ds ca^ 
ditAd’aocTm regard (or leJntdessffetapaUW, o' Ml IS cs qa on dr^ am* 
qu* TOTu am « tb* dao* la terrfU* op^tko qae tots propoeei ; o’**! 
ce qal doit eo fttra Is fmlL Uaia le paopl* qnit yooi j W ui — en , qoe) 
aTUOaf* pent Q j tronrer f Ebtotu •enant ■jtm cene d« loi, qo* fritn 
TOM pour Inl t Hica, abaohuseot rim t ct, aa ewrtraire, tots title* ee 
qat no cOBdnjt qs & 1 aceatder de sonreUe* ctsig a a . Too* cres Ttjeii, i 
acn pT^odio*, im* offre da 400 mtlUas, dont 1 areeptalicti pooroU dare* 
sir im mojen da Kmlagnoent en •% bvenr | at d c«tta UMOurca, emri 
mfltabta qoa iegiltiae. Tom nex iobadtnd ana injnattee minfme, qol. 
M Totm propre tTen, ebarce I* tr^aor pnbUo, tt par com^oest la paepk* 
d'mi nrmdt da d^pcse unmeCa da 60 i&IllLcaM art motna, at d im rea 
bouneraent da l&U rnllUn pa 

** Uilheoraoz panpio t Ttrlli c* qw wm raat ea do afe r r^tnltat ra* 
piopriatlcii defEflMe. et'ia (mra'i^ oa» d^creta taiateor* &ti miiensift d** 

mMstrad cm* reTtgtoobtRitiisantat *tdd«ormai*E«**rait dTotracbaif*! 

Ifora etsiU^ *01114001*111 Ia« paarrcai et Torn allot 4 tre impoedi pw 

tnbreilr d lour entrttlcn 1 ** D# CCtai d* U /Vaw, p. 81 6** alrt 

p. Gi, sod Us {oilovfaie pages. 
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grand encumbrance of all, I m6an’ the whole of the general 
and municipal establishments of all sorts, and compared It 
with the regular income by revenue ? Every deficiency in 
these becomes a charge on the confiscated estate, before 
the creditor can plant his cabbages on an acre of church 
property. There is no other prop than this confiscation to 
keep the whole state from tumbling to the ground. In this 
situation they have purposely covered all, tliat they ought 
industriously to have cleared, with a thick fog; and then, 
blindfold themselves, like bulls that shut their eyes when 
they push, they drive, by the point of the bayonets, their 
slaves, blindfolded indeed no worse than their lords, to 
take their fictions for currencies, and to swallow down paper 
pills by thirty-four millions sterling at a dose. Then they 
proudly lay in their claim to' a future credit, on failure of all 
their past engagements, and at a time when (if in such a 
matter anything can be clear) it is clear that the surplus 
estates will never answer even the first of their mortgages, 
I mean that of the four hundred millions (or sixteen miUions 
sterling) of assignats. In all this procedure I can discern 
neither the solii sense of plain dealing, nor the subtle dex- 
terity of ingenious fraud. The objections within the Assem- 
bly to pulling up the flood-gates for this inundation of fraud 
are unanswered; but they are thoroughly refuted by an 
bundred thousand financiers in the street. These are the 
numbers by which the metaphysic arithmeticians compute. 
These are the grand calculations on which a philosopnical 
public credit is founded in Erancei They cannot raise sup- 
plies ; but they can raise mobs. Let them rejoice in the 
applauses of the club at Dundee, for their wisdom and patri- 
otism in having thus applied the plunder of the citizens to 
the service of tlie state. I hear of no address upon this sub- 
ject from the directors of the bank of England ; though their 
approbation would be of a little more weight in the scale of 
credit than that of the club at Dundee. But, to do justice 
to the club, I believe the' gentlemen who compose it to be 
wiser than they appear ; that they wiU be less liberal of their 
money than of their addresses ; and that they would not give 
a dog’s-ear of their most rumpled and ragged Scotch paper 
for twenty of your fairest assignats. 

Early in this year the Assembly issued paper to the 
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amount of fiitoou milbons iterlmff what must hare been 
the ftote mto which the A»emblj lau hron^t tout afCiira, 
tVt the Tobef afforded by to Tiat a supply nai been hardly 
perceptible P Thia paper also felt an almort immediate de- 
precmtion of fire per cent- which m a little tune came to 
abont aerei. The effect of theee aasignata on the receipt of 
the rerdnne ifl remarkable iL Necker fonnd that the col- 


lector* of the rerenne, who reemred m com, paid the trea- 
snry in aanyatftr The collector* made •eren per cent, by 
thiifl receiTing in monOT, and acconnting m depredated 
paper It was not Tery mffioult to fbreeee, that tha muit bo 
inentahle. It waa, howerer, not the leaa embormaem^ hL 
Necker waa obliged (I belief for a considerable port, m the 
market of London) to buy gold and ailTerferthe mmt, which 
amoonted to about twelTechoiiaand pemnda above the valne 
of the commodity gamed. That mnuiter wai of opinion, 
that, whatever their aocret natnbve virtne might oe, the 
state could not live open otwnaU alone , that some real 
silTer vraa neaesaarr, particularir for the aatialaction of tboae 


enuab themaelvee for patience, when they ahonld pdrenve 
uat, wHUt an mcreoae of p^ wia held out to them m real 


money, il was agam to be fmndnlently drawn back by de- 
preciated paper llio mmiater.m thia verr natural distreaa, 
applied to fbo Aaoembly, that they should order the col- 
lectoT* to pay m speae what m specie they had rccerrcd- 
It could not eecspa aim, that if the treumry paid three per 
cent for the nae of a c ur rency, which ihould bo rotnmed 
seven per cent, worve than the mmister iseued it, such a 
denlmg could not very greatly tend to ennch the pnbbc. 
The Assembly took no notice of hi* recommendabon- They 
were m thia dilamma — If they amtinued to receive the a*« 
ngnota, cash must become an alien to their treai m y if the 
treasury ihould rafuao thoso paper amuJett^ or should dis- 
countenance them m any degr^ they must destroy the 
credit of their solo resource. They teem then to have mado 
their option ; and to have given aotne sort of credit to their 
paper by tnJcmg it themsuTcs ; at the same time m their 
speeches they made a eort of rwtggenng dcdaratloa, some- 
thing, I rather think, above legislative competence j that w, 
ttinf there la no diffcrenco m value between metalho money 
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and tlicir assiguats. Tliis was a good, stout, proof article 'of 
faith, pronounced under an anathema, bj' tlie venerable 
fathers of this philoso])liic synod. Crcdat who will — cer- 
tainly not JiidfTus Aprlla. 

A noble indignation rises in the minds of your popular 
leadens, on hearing the magic lantern in their show of finance 
compared to the fraudulent exhibitions of ]\Ir. Ijaw. They 
cannot bear to he.ar the sands of his INIississippi compared 
with the rock of the church, on which they build tlieir sys- 
tem. Pray let them suppress this glorious spirit, until they 
show to the world what piece of solid ground there is for 
their assignats,' which they have not prc-occu])icd by other 
charges. They do injustice to that great, mother fraud, to 
compare it with their degenerate imitation. It is not true 
that Law built solely on a speculation concerning the Mis- 
sissippi. He added the East India trade ; he added the 
African trade ; he added the farms of all the farmed revenue 
of Prance. All these together unquestionably could not 
support the structure which the public enthusiasm, not he, 
chose to build xipon these bases. But these were, however, 
in comparison, geuerous delusions. They supposed, and they 
aimed at, an increase of the commerce ot Prance. They 
opened to it the whole range of the two hemispheres. They 
did not think of feeding Prance from its own substance. A 
grand imagination found in this flight of commerce something 
to captivate. It was wherewithal to dazzle the eye of an 
?agle. It was not made to entice the smell of a mole, nuz- 
-zling and burying himself in his mother earth, as yours is. 
Men were not then quite shrunk from their natural dimen- 
sions by a deOTading and sordid philosophy, and fitted for low 
and vulgar deceptions. Above all, remember, that, in im- 
posing on the imagination, the then managers of the system 
made a compliment to the freedom of men. In their fraud 
there was no mixture of force. This was reserved to our 
time, to quench the little glimmerings of reason which might 
break in upon the solid darkness of this enlightened age. 

On recollection, I have said nothing of a scheme of finance 
which may be urged in favour of the abilities of these gentle- 
men, and which has been introduced with great pomp, though 
not yet finally adopted, in the Hational Assembly. It comes 
with something solid in aid of the credit of the paper circula- 
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ticm ; aniimicli btu been eiUd of it* utility and iti elegtnce. 
I mean the project for ooinm^ into monej’ the bells of the 
anppreased ohurohe*. Thu is then* There are 

some follies ■which befflo eigument, which go beyond ndi- 
cole, end •vrhich excite no feeling m ns hnt dugxut, end 
thor^ore I nr no more npon it 

It ia as little •worth remarking any farther upon all tbeir 
dminng end ro-drnwing, on their oroulation for pnttmg ■off 
the crfl day, on the pier between the treasury and the (^a*$g 
and on all theee old, exploded contmances of 
mercantila finud, now exalted into poln^ of atato, Tbe re* 
Tenue will not be trifled with. The prattling about the 
Tight* of men will not be accepted m payment for a buenit or 
a pound of gunjiowder Here then the metaphyaicuns de> 
soend from their airy speculationa, and faithful^ foUow ex- 
ample*. What eiamplaaP ITio example* of bankrupts. 
Bnc defeated, boMed, disgraced, wbem tbor brnith, their 
atren^h, tbcnr inTention*, their fimcaai desert them, their 
confioeDce fUU mimtaina it* pound. In the mamfeit 
failure of their abilibee, they taxe credit for their benerch 
lenee. When the rerenoe disappeen m their hands, they 
hare the presumption, in some of their late proceeding*, to 
Talue j'lmse/ae/ on the relief grrcn to the peopla They did 
not reWre the people If tb^ entertained such mtenbona, 
•why did they order the obnoxiou* taxe* to ho paid P The 
pe^le relieTed themselres in epite of the Asoemhly 

Bat wttvmg all diacuseion on the partieo'who may claim the 
merit of thi* frlkaou* rdief, has there been, m effect, any 
relief to the people in any fonnP ilr Bailly, one of the 
grand agent* of paper circulatioii, let* you mto the nature of 
thi* rebm lEa speech to the Natumal Awemhly contained 
a high and labonred ■panegyric on the inhabitants of Fans, 
for the constancy and unbroken reeoluticin with -which they 
hare borne their distrese and misery A fine picture of pol^ 
IklHioty) What) great courage and unconqueroble finn* 
ne** of mmd to endure benefits, and sostam redress P One 
■would thmk from the speech of this learned lord mayor, thst 
the PariiianJ^ for this WelymooDth ptat, b*d been Boffeni^ 
■the straits of some dread&l blockade , that HeiUT the Fourth 
had been stopping up the arenoe* to their •upplr, and SuDy 
thandenng imh m* ordnance at tho gate* of I'ansj when 
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in Toaliiy they arc Itopio/^ed l»y no olluT oncmios tlinu llioir 
own madness and lidly, i heir own ercdnlity and perverseness. 
Bni jNlr. Badly Avill sooner thaw the eternal iee of liis Atlan- 
tic regions, than restori’ the central heat to Paris, whilst it 
mnains “smitten with the cold, dry, petrifie mace” of a 
false and tmfeeling philosophy. Some time after this .speech, 
that is. on the thirteemth of la.sl Angiist, the sanu' magi.s- 
trate. giving an aceount of his government at the bar of the 
same Assemldy, expresses himself as follows : “In the month 
of .Inly. 1780," [the period of everlasting commemoration,] 
“the tinanccs of the city of Paris were ;/r/ in good order; 
the expenditure was coniderhnlnneed by the reeeij>t, and .''he 
hadat that time a million” [forty thousand ponmls sterling] 
“in bank. The expenses winch she has been constrained to 
incur, to tht' llt'rolvtiou, amount to 2,tjPO,0(10 livres. 

i'rom these expense.':, and the great falling oil' in tlie product 
of fhe frcrt/ifls-, not only a momentary, but a (ofitl, want of 
money has taken ])lacc." Tins is the Paris, n])on whose 
nonrishment, in the course of the last year, sncli immense 
sums, drawn from the vitals of nil l^rancc, have bcencx])end- 
ed. A.s long as Paris stands in the place of ancient Borne, 
60 long she will be maintained b}* the subject provinces. It 
is an evil inevitably attendant on the domiinon of sovereign 
democratic republics. As it happened in Borne, it may sur- 
vive that republican domination which gave rise to it. In 
that case despotism itself must submit to the vices of 
popularity. llome, under her cmpcror.s, united the evils of 
both sy.stcms ; and this unnatund combination was one great 
cause of her ruin. 

To tell the people that they arc relieved by the dilapida- 
tion of their public estate, is a cruel and insolent imposition. 
Statesmen, before the}' x'alued themselves on the relief given 
to the people by the destruction of their revenue, ought first 
to have carefully attended to the solution of this problem : — 
llTiether it be more advantageous to the people to pay con- 
siderably, and to gain in proportion ; or to gain little or 
.nothing, and to be disburthened of all conti’ibution ? My 
mind is made up to decide in favour of the first proposition. 
Ex'perience is with me, and, I believe, the best opinions also. 
To keep a balance between the power of acquisition on the 
part of the subject, and the demands he is to answer on the 
VOL. n. • 2 L 



MXTZXOnon or rrrm 


part of tbo Btite, ii tho fiindainontal ■part of the ikill of a 
trno politiciM Tbo meant of tcqtimtion ire pnor m Ume 
and in omuQgement. Good order u tbo foundation of aB 


of the people mutt not find the pTmcipIee of natnnl mb' 
ordmntion d/ art rooted oot of their mind*. They mnit re- 
apect that property of which thoy cannot partake They 
mart labour to obtim what by labour cun be obtomed , and 
when they find, as they commonly do, the lueceii dispropar- 
tioned to the endeaTour, they must he taught their contola- 
tion m the final proportion* of etenuil justice Of thi* con- 
solation whoerer de^TO* them, deadens tbair mdortry, and 
atnkei at the root of all acqumticm ns of aQ conserratKin. 
He that does this i* the crncl opprecsor, the meorileaa enemy 
of the poor and wretched, at the same tune that by his 
wicked speculations be eipoeei the fruits of succewful in- 
dustiy, and tbe accumulationt of fortnne, to the plunder of 
the zie^gent, tbe disappointed, and the Qnprofperou& 

Too many of the fii^oten by professon are opt to see 
pothing m retenue but bank*, and oirralahana, ind annmtiet 
on Urea, and tontines, and perpetual rents, and oil the small 
wares of tbo shop In a eottled order of tbo state, these 
things aro not to bo slighted, nor u tbe skill m them to be 
held of tnnal rrtunstion They are good, bat then only 
good, when they aaiumo tbo efibet* of that settled order, an3 
are built upon it. But when men tbmk that these beggarly 
cantnrance* may supply a resource for tbo erfl* which resuft 
from breaking up tho foundation* of pnblie order, add from 
causing or sufTenng tho pnnaples of property to do suhTtrt- 
ed, they wiU.in the rumof tbeir country, loaic a mclaocbcily 
and lartmg monument of tbe effect of prcpostcroos politics, 
and presumptoou*, short-sighted, narrow-mmdod wisdom. 

Tbo effects of tho incapaa^ shown by tbo popular leaders 
m all the great members of tbo ccrmmonwealib aro to bo 
oorered with the “ aU-atomug name*’ of liberty In soot® 
people I see great liberty indeed, in jDany, u not in the 
most, an oppresfiro, degrading semtude. Bat what is libcttr 
without wisdom, and without Tirtue? It is tho greatest of 
all posaihlo eril* , for it is fcJly, tkc, and readness, wilbout 
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tuition or restraint. Those who knoTy what virtuous liberty 
is, cannot hear to see it disgraced, by incapable heads, on 
accoimt of their having high-sounding words in their mouths. 
Grand, swelling sentiments of liberty I am sure I do not 
despise. They warm the heart ; they enlarge and liberahze 
our minds ; they animate our courage in a time of conflict. 
Old as I am, I read the fine raptures of Lucan and Corneille 
Avith pleasiu’e. K’either do I wholly condemn the little arts 
and devices of populai-ity. They facilitate the carrying of 
many points of moment ; they keep the people togetlier ; 
they refresh the mind in its exertions ; and they diffuse 
occasional gaiety -over the severe brow of moral freedom. 
Every politician ought to sacrifice to the graces ; and to join 
compliance Avith reason. But in such an undertaking as 
that in Erance, all these subsidiary sentiments and artifices 
are of little avail. To make a government requires no great 
prudence. Settle the seat of power ; teach obedience : and 
the work is done. To give freedom is stiU more easy. It is 
not necessary to guide ; it only requires to let go the rein. 
But to form a free government; that is, to temper together 
these opposite elements of liberty and restraint in one con- 
sistent work, requires much tnought, deep reflection, a 
sagacious, poAverful, and combining mind. This I do not 
find in those who take the lead in the National Assembly. 
Perhaps they are not so miserably deficient as they appear. 
T rather believe it. It would put them below the common 
level of human luiderstaudiug. But when the leaders choose 
to make themselves bidders at an auction of popularity, their 
talents, in the construction of the state, Avill be of no service. 
They Avill become flatterers instead of legislators ; the instru- 
ments, not the guides, of the people. If any of tliem should 
happen to propose a scheme of liberty, soberly limited, and 
defined with proper qualifications, he Avill be immediately 
outbid by his competitors, who Avill produce something more 
splendidly popular. Suspicions Avill be raised of his fidelity 
to his cause. Moderation Avill be stigmatized as the virtue 
of coAvards ; and compromise as the prudence of traitors ; 
imtil, in hopes of preserving the credit which may enable hmi 
to temper, and moderate, on some occasions, the popAilar 
leader'is obbged to become actiAu in propagating doctrines. 


\ 
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md estabbihmg pcnrem, that will afterwards defeat any sober 
p\upoee at whiM be nltnnatoly imgbt haro aimed- 

But am I so xinreasonable os to see notbnm at aH that 
deaerres commendation m the indoCatigohle Ubonra of tbu 
Aeiembly P I do not deny that, omonff an infinite nnmber of 
acts of Tiolmoe and folly, some good may hare been done. 
They iriio destroy ererything certainly wiD remore some 
gneranc© They who mate everything new, have a chance 
Slit they may establish aomethmg hen^oaL give then 
credit for what they hare done m Txrtoe of the authcFrrty 
they hare nntrped, or which oan excuse them m the crimes by 
■whmh that autDority has been acquired, it must appeer, that 
the same things comd not have ocen acccxnplisl^ without 
prodoemg such a rerolntiom Most esaaredly they mighty 
beamae almost ereiy one of the regnlations made oy t&m, 
which 11 not rery equivocal, waa either in the oamon of the 
king, volontorily made at the meeting of the states, or m the 
coDcarrent uumotions to the orden. Some usages bare 
besQ abolished on mst groimds, but they were suc^ that if 
they had stood as toey were to all eterei^, they would littlo 
detract from the bappiaets and prosperity of any state. The 
cnproremcntB of the rfatioQal Aaeembly are st^orficpil, tbcif 
e mirs ftmdamenttd. 

"Whaterer they are, I wish my emmtrymon rather to re- 
commend to onr neighboim the example of the Bntnh 
oonstitntion, than to take models from them for the improre- 
ment of onr own. In the former they bar© got an mralnable 
treasure. They aro not, I think, without some cautos of 
apprehension and complaint , bat tbcae they do not owe to 
thoir constitntioa, but to their own condnet I thmk our 
happy ntoahon owing to oar constitutaon , but owing to the 
whole of it, and not to any part tmgly j owing m a great 
measnre to what wa hare Im atapdmg in oar fercral reviews 
and refonnationa, as well as towhatw© havp altered or siqicr* 
added. Oor people wiD find employment enough for a truly 
patnotic, free, and independent spmt, in guarding what they 
possess from violation. I wo^ not exclude altcratloo 
neither i but even when I ohongrd, xt shoold bo to prwerre 
I ibould be led to my remedy by a great gnerunec. In whit 
I did, I should follow the example of our ancestor*. I would 
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make tlie reparation as nearly as possible in tbe style of tlie 
building. A politic caution, a guarded circumspection, a 
moral ratber than a complerional timidity, were among tbe 
ruling principles of our forefathers in their most decided 
conduct. Not being illuminated with the light of which the 
gentlemen of France tell us they have got so abimdant a share, 
they acted imder a strong impression of the ignorance and 
faUibility of mankind. He that had made them thus fallible, 
rewarded them for having in their conduct attended to their 
nature. Let us imitate their caution, if we wish to deserve 
their fortune, or to retain their bequests. Let us add, if we 
please, but let us preserve what they have left ; and standing 
on tlie firm ground of the British constitution, let us be 
satisfied to admire, rather than attempt to follow in their 
desperate fiights, the aeronauts of France. 

I have told you candidly my sentiments. I think they are 
not likely to alter yours. I do not Imow that they ought. 
You are young ; you cannot guide, but must foUow the 
fortune of your country. But hereafter they may be of 
some use to you, in some future form which your common- 
wealth may take. In the present it can hardly remain ; but 
before its final settlement it may be obliged to pass, as one 
of our poets says, “ through great varieties of untried being,” 
and in all its transmigrations to be purified by fire and 
blood. 

I have little to recommend ray opinions but long observa- 
tion and much impartiality. They come from one who has 
been no tool of power, no flatterer of greatness ; and who in 
his last acts does not wish to belie the tenour of his life. 
They come from one, almost the whole of whose public ex- 
ertion has been a struggle for the liberty of others ; from 
one in whose breast no anger durable or vehement has ever 
been kindled, but by what he considered as tyranny ; and who 
snatches from his share in the endeavours which are used by 
good men to discredit opulent oppression, the hours he has 
'employed on your afiairs •, and who in so doing persuades 
himself he has not departed from his usual office : they 
come from one who desires honours, distinctions, and emo- 
luments, but little ; and who expects them not at aU ; who 
has no contempt for fame, and no, fear of obloquy; who 



618 aiPL£onoH» oh tieb bbtolutioh ih raijtoi 

•htmB oontentinn, though he wfll luuard an (romion from 
one who wabe* to preserro coii8hrton(7, but 'who ■would p^^• 
■erre oonnitency hj Tflmng ha mewu to iecure the unitr 
of ha end , and, ■wnem the equipome of the Teuel m whfaA 
he uadi may be endangered br orerioading it upon one tide, 
u defirouB of carrying the tmall weight of ^ reaacnt to that 
which may preeerre ita equipoiae. 


A.LETTER 


TO 

A MMBER OF THE NATIONiyii ASSE]\IBLT; 

IK AK8WER TO 


SOIIE OBJECTIONS TO HIS BOOK ON FBENCH AFFATRS. 

1791. 

Sm, 

I HAD tLe honour to receive your letter of the 17 tl^ 
of November last ; in which, with some exceptions, you are 
pleased to consider favourably the letter I have WTitten on 
the affairs of France. I shall ever accept any mark of appro- 
bation attended Avith instruction with more pleasure than 
general -and unqualified praises. The latter can serve only 
to flatter our vanity ; the former, whilst it encourages us to 
proceed, may help to improve us in our progress. 

Some of the errors you point out to me in my printed 
letter are really such. One only I find to be material. It 
is corrected in the edition which I take the liberty of send- 
ing to you. As to the cavils which may be made on some 
part of my remarks, AAoth regard to the gradations in your 
new constitution, you observe justly that they do not affect 
the substance of my objections. "Whether there be a round 
more or less in the ladder of representation, by which your 
workmen ascend from their parochial tyranny to their federal 
anarchy, when the whole scale is false, appears to me of little 
or no importance. 

I published my thoughts on that constitution, that my 
countrymen might be enabled to estimate the Avisdom of the 
plans Avhich were held our to their imitation. -I conceived 
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that the troo charactar of thoM plant iroiild he best collected 
from the comnuttee oppomted to prepare thorn. I thonght 
that the scheme of their budding TOCild be better compre* 
bended in the dae^ oF the arefcjtectB than in the aiecnhoQ 
of the It was not irorth toy reader’# while to oc» 

enpj hnnself with the altentions by which bungling praetko 
correct* abnrd theory Buch on mreetigation would be 
endlesB because erery day's past eapenenee of impractica- 
bility has dnren, and ereiy day’s futnre eapcnence will 
drive, tboMo man to now donees as erceptionable as the old { 
and which are no otherwi*e worthy of ohserratian than as 
they ciTO a daiH proof of the delusion of their promise*, and 
the falsehood of tWr profeasions. Had I foUowod oil tbeae 
changes, my letter would hare been only a gasette of tbenr 
wanoOTiigB , a jonmai of their march from error to error, 
through a dry drenry desert, uncuided by tho bgbti of 
hearen, or by the contnTanc© whum wisdom ha# Snitmted to 
supply their place. 

I am unalterably pertoaded, that the attempt to oppress, 
degrade, imporertah, conflseate, and extinguish the original 
gentlemen and land^ property of a whole nation, cannot bo 
jostided under anr form it may osaome. I am satiaSed be- 
yond s doubt, that the project of turning a great empiro into 
a Testry, or into a ooUechon of Teetnes, ana of goreroing rt 
in the Bpmt of a parochial odministratum, i# smseless and 
absurd, m any mode, or with any qnaLfleations. I can 
nerer be connneed, that the eebemo of placing tho highest 
powers of the state m ohurcbwardeca and eonatablea, and 
other such officers, guided ty tb© pmdence of Lhgious attor- 
nil** and Jew Imkera, end set in action by thamelets 
women of the loWest condition, by keepers of hotel#, tarem#, 
and brothel#, by pert apprenticos, by derk*, shop-boy*, h#ir- 
dretKrs, fiddlers, and danoers on the stage, (wb^ in such # 
eczmnonwealth a# yours, will in fhture oreroear, a# ahw^ 
they bare oTerboroe, tbo sober menpagty of dull, unin- 
structedmen, of useful but labonon# occupcHan*,) can nertT 
pot mto any shap^ that must not be both disgraceful 
and dcstructiTe.* The whole of this project, eren if It were 
what It prrrtecdf to be, and waa not, lo reality, the dofflinion, 
thfoogb that dnBracoful medium, of half a doicn, or perhap* 
fewer, intngmng politioan#, is so main, lo low-minded, to 
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Flupiil a coiitrivanco. in point, of ■wisdom, as well aa so per- 
fectly detcstaldc for its wickedness, that 1 imist always con- 
sider the correctives, which nn_e:ht make it in any degree 
practicable, to he so many new objections to it. 

In that wretched slate of things, some arc afraid that the 
authors of your miserie.s may be led to precipitate their 
further designs, by the hints tliey mav receive from the very 
arguments used to e.vpose the absurtlity of their system, to 
mark the iucimgrnity of its parts, atid its inconsistency with 
their own principles; and that your inaster.s may bn led to 
render their schemes more consistent, by rendering them 
more mischievous. K.vcnse the liberty which your indulgence 
authorizes me to take, when 1 observe to yon, that such ap- 
prehensions ns these would prevent all exertion of our facul- 
ties in this great cause of mankind. 

A r.ish recourse \o force is not to be justified in a state of 
re.al we.akness. Such attempts bring on disgrace; and, in 
their failure, discountenance and discourage more rational 
cndc.avour.s. But reason is to be hazarded, though it maybe 
perverted by craft and sophistry ; for reason can sufler no 
loss nor shame, nor can it impede any useful plan of future 
policy. In the uuavoid.ablc uncertainty, ns to the efi'cct, 
which attends on every measure of human prudence, nothing 
seems a surer antidote to the jioison of fraud than its detec- 
tion. It is true the fraud may be swallowed after this dis- 
covery ; and perhaps even swallowed the more greedily for 
being a detected fraud. Men sometimes make a point of 
honour not to be disabused ; and they had rather fall into an 
' hundred errors than confess one. But after all, — when nei- 
ther our jirinciples nor our disjiositions, nor, perhaps, our 
talents, enable us to encoxmtcr delusion with delusion, wo 
must use our best reason to those that ought to be reason- 
able creatures, and to take our chance for the event. AVe 
cannot act on these anomalies in the minds of men. I do 
not conceive that the persons who have contrived these 
things can be made much the better or the worse for any- 
thing which can be said to them. They are reason proof. 
Here and there, some men, who ■u'cre at first carried away by 
wild, good intentions, may be led, when their first fervours 
are abated, to join in a sober survey of the schemes into 
which they had been deluded. To those only (and I am 
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Borry to say they are not likely to make a large deacnpticni) 
Tf© apply ■with any hope- I may tpeak it upon an tBanrance 
almoet approaching to abaolote knowledge, that nothing haa 
been done that haa not been contriTcd ^rom the bpg mnfn g, 
eren before the vtatee had anembled- 2fuJla now miit re* 
tncptnexie nrpi Tfaer ore the tome inen and the aame de- 
Higna that tb^ were from the Errt, thongh Timed in thor 
appearance. It waa the Tery aame animal that at ftrtt 
crawled about in the ihape of a caterpillar, that yon ncrr lee 
nae into the air, and expand ba winga to the ann 

Proceeding therefore, aa we are ^hged to proceed, that 
la, upon tm hypotbema that we addrw* rational men, can 
fidae political pnnaplei be more effectually eipoacd, tliM by 
dqinoTiatratmg that they lead to ccnwqnencee directly mccai- 
Btttent with and aohreraire of the arrangements grounded 
upon them P If this kind of demonatration la not permitted, 
the pToceea of retuoumg called Mueito od abttrdtnx, which 
eren the aerenW of geometry doe* not reject, eouJd not be 
employed at aU m legiaUtire discoanona. One of our 
ftrongeit weapona agau^ fcdly aebng with enthonty would 
be lo^ 

Ton know, Sm, that erea tie rirtnona efforts of yon 
potnota to p r o r en t the mm of Your country hare had tha 
Tory turn giren to them. It naa been said here, and m 
Franco too, that the imguing usarpere would not hare ear- 
ned their granny to euch dc*tni«ive Icngtha, if they had 
not been ahmnlnted and proroked to it br tbo oenmany of 
yonr oppontion. There la a dnomms to wmoh ererT opposi- 
tion to aucceaiful iniquity moat, in the nature of tfdnga, be 
liable. If you he stfll, you arc considered as an aceoraplico 
m the meeaurt* tn which you adcntly DCQUiesce If you re- 
nst, you are aocuaed of proroking imtabio power to Dew'd- 
cease*. He conduct of a lo«mc party neror appeara right t 
at leeit it nerer can poaseta the only infalUble entenon of 
wudom to Tulgnr judgments — euoees* 

The indulgence of a aort of undefined hope, an ohacuro 
conSAntitt, Xiftsst I'lskMij TnaK.i.a vrrtKt, acnat 

of ihame, might tmat m the breasts of the oppreasora of 
France, haa been among the cauaea which haro helped to bnng 
on the common rum of king and people Thero is no safety 
for honest men, but by behcTing all posalblo onl of erfl men, 
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and by acting -ivitli promptitude, decision, and steadiness on 
that belief. I well remember at every epocha of this won- 
derful history, in every scene of this tragic business, that 
when your sophistic usurpers were laying down mischievous 
principles, and even applying them in direct resolutions, it 
was the fashion to say, that they never intended to execute 
those declarations in their rigour. This made men careless 
in their opposition, and remiss in early precaution. By 
holding out this fallacious hope, the impostors deluded some- 
times one description of men, and sometimes another, so 
that no means of resistance were provided against them, 
when they came to execute in cruelty what they had planned 
in fraud. 

There are cases in which a man would be ashamed not to 
have been imposed on. There is a confidence necessary to 
human intercourse, and witliout which men are often more 
injured by their own sctspicions than they cou Jd be by the 
perfidy of others. But when men whom we hww to bo 
•wicked impose upon us, we are something worse than dupes. 
"When wo know them, their fair pretences become new mo- 
■tives for distrust. There is one case indeed, in which it 
would be madness not to give tlie fullest credit to the most 
deceitful of men, that is, when they make declarations of 
hostility against us. 

I find that some persons entertain other hopes, which 1 
confess appear more specious than those by which at first so 
many were deluded and disarmed. They flatter themselves 
that the extreme misery brought upon the people by their 
folly will at last open the eyes of the multitude, if not of 
their leaders. Much the contrary, I fear. As to the lead- 
ers in this system of imposture, — you know, that cheats and 
deceivers never can repent. The fraudulent have no re- 
source but in fraud. They have no other goods in their 
magazine. They have no virtue or wisdom in their minds, 
to which, in a disappointment concerning the profitable 
effects of fraud and cunning, they can retreat. The wearing 
out of an old senses only to put them upon fhe invention of 
a new delusion. Unluckily too, the credulity of dupes is as 
inexhaustible as the invention of knaves. They never give 
people possession; but they always keep them in hope. 
Tour state doctors do not so much as pretend that any good 
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TrhatBoevttr luu Bitberto been donfed fnun their opcraiwua, 
or that the public hw proepered m enr one mytance, onder 
their mniia^iBent The nation » iicV Tcry eick, b/ tbear 
medicine*. But the ckarlaten teU* them that n-hat la ptswd 
cannot be helped ; — they hate taken the draught, ana they 
mutt wait its operation wrtfa patience that ^ flrft effecti 
indeed are nnpleaaant, bat that the rery nckneea is a proof 
that the doae la of no alo^giah operation ; — that la 

mentablo m all oonstitotional rorolatioiia,— that the body 
must pass through pom to ease : — that the prt*criber is not 
an ctnpmc who prooeedi by Tulgar eipenence, hot one who 
grooBM hu practice * on the aure nJe* of which can* 
not posnblT rail. Toa hare read. Sir, the last manifeato, or 
moontebanw § hiU, of the Kabona) As^mbly Yon see thar 
presumption in their promises is not lessened by nil thedr 
loilares m the performance. Compare this last oddreai of 
the Aasembly nod the present state of yocr aflairs with the 
early engagements of that bodr, engagements which, not 
content with dedarmg they solemnly (upoeed upon ^h r 
sweonng Instily, that if they were supported they wtmld 
make their coontry glonon* and happy, and them judge 
whether those who c&u write such things, or thcae who can 
hear to rend them, are of tiewuelre* to be brooght to my 
reasonable coarse of thought or actum 

^As to the people at largo, when onco these miserable 
sfieep hare broken the fold, and bare got tbemselTes loose, 
not firom the restraint, but from the protection, of all the 
prmciples of natural aathonty and legitimato sobordination, 
they become the natural prey of impostor*. AVhen they 
bare once tasted of the flattery of knaret, they can no longer 
endure reason, which appear* to them only in the fonn of 
censure and reproach. Great distresa has nerer hitherto 
taught, and whUst the world last# it norer will teach, wise 
leooDi to any part of mankind. Hen are ns much blinded 
^ the extremes of miserr as by the eitreioee of prospenty 
l5e»peTate aituations prodocr desperate counsels and de*pcr- ' 
ate measures. The people of Ir rance^ almost generally, bare 

< It k ok) to the Lnl flOKkitb tiinMof Ota NaibosJ 
p«o^ of Prince, tint taej )u«e Dot funn«d ibeir imnyrmcnti »p<w 
Tulfir pne1k«t but oo a Uteoiy vfalcii cisaot Cdlt or u nne lbfgS to 
that 
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"bccii taught to look for other resources than those ■which 
can he derived from order, frugality, and iudustry. They 
are generally armed; and they arc made to expect much 
from the use of arms. i\77/j7 von arrogant ariiiis. Besides 
this, the retrograde order of society has something flattering 
to the dispositions of mankind. Tho life of adventurers, 
gamesters, gipsies, beggars, and robbers is not unpleasant. 
It requires restraint to Icccp men from falling into that habit. 
The shifting tides of fear and hope, the fliglit and pursuit, 
the peril and escape, the alternate famine and feasts of tho 
savage and tlie thief, after a time, render all course of slow, 
stead}’', progressive, unvaried occupation, and the prospect 
only of a limited mediocrity at tho end of long labour, to tlio 
last degree tame, languid, and insipid. Those who have been 
once intoxicated ndth power, and liavc derived any kind of 
emolument from it, even though but for one year, never can 
willingly abandon it. They may bo distressed in the midst 
of all their power ; but they will never look to anything but 
power for their relief, '\\nicn did distress ever oblige a 
prince to abdicate his authorit}' ? And what effect will it 
have upon those who are made to believe tliemsclves a peo- 
ple of princes ? 

The more active and stirang part of the lower orders 
having got government, and the distribution of plunder, into 
their hands, they will iise its resources in each municipnlit}’ 
to form a body of iuliereuts. These rulers, and tlieir adher- 
ents, will be strong enough to overpower the discontents of 
those who have not been able to assert their share of tho 
spoil. The unfortunate adventurers in the cheating lottery 
of plunder will probably be the least sagacious, or the most 
inactive and iri*esolute, of the gang. If, on disappointment, 
they should dare to stir, they Avill soon be suppressed as 
rebels and mutineers by their brother rebels. Scantily fed 
for a Avhile Avith the offal of plunder, they wiU drop off by 
degrees ; they will be driven out of sight and out of thought ; 
and they will be left to perish obscurely, like rats, in holes 
and comers. 

Trom the forced repentance of invalid mutineers and dis- 
banded thieves, you can hope for no resource. Government 
itself,, Avhich ought to consfeain the more bold and dexterous 
of these robbers, is their accomplice. Its arms, its treasnres. 
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lutely refused to taltc civic oatlis, or to make any acknow- 
ledgment ^Yllatsoever of the legality'' of Ins government. 
Cromwell told tliis great lawyer, that since he did not ap- 
prove his title, all he required of him was, to administer, in 
a manner agreeable to Ins pure sentiments and unspotted 
character, that justice without which human society cannot 
subsist : that it was not his particular government , but civil 
order itself, which, as a judge, he wished him to support. 
Cromwell knew how to separate the institutions c.xpcaient 
to his usmqiation from the administration of the public 
justice of his country. For Cromwell was a man in whom 
ambition had not wholly suppressed, but only suspended, 
the sentiments of religion, and the love (as far ns it could 
consist Muth bis designs) of fair and honourable reputation. 
Accordingly, we arc indebted to tins act of his for the pre- 
servation of our laws, which some senseless assertors of the 
rights of men were then on the point of entirely erasing, as 
relics of feudalits' and barbarism. Besides, he gave in the 
appointment of that man, to that age, and to all posterity, 
the most brilliant example of sincere and fervent piet}’’, exact 
, justice, and profoimd jurisprudence.’ But these are not the 
things in which your philosophic usurpers choose to follow 
Cromwell. 

One would think, that after an honest and necessary revo- 
lution (if they had a mind that theirs should pass for such) 
yonr masters would have imitated the rirtuous policy of 
those who have been at the head of revolutions of that 
glorious character. Burnet tcUs us, that nothing tended to 
reconcile the Enghsh nation to the govcDuncnt of King Wil- 
liam so much as the care he took to,lill the vacant bishoprics 
•with men who had attracted the public esteem by their 
learning, eloquence, and pietj'-, and, above all, by their kno-wn 
modera-tion in the state. With you, in your pm'if3dug revo- 
lution, whom have ^mu chosen to regidate the chui’ch ? M. 
hlirabeau is a fine speaker, — ^and a fine "writer,— ^and a fine — 
a very fine man ; — but really nothing gave more surprise to 
everybody here, than to find him the supreme head of yoim 
ecclesiastical afiairs. The rest is of com’se. Tour Assembly 
addresses a manifesto to France, in which they tell the 
people, -Rith an insulting irony, that they have brought the 
• See Burnet’s Life of Hale. 
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elmrcli to its pnmitiTe condition In one reepect their de» 
cUrttaon la undoubtedly true , for th^ hsTc broucbt it to » 
■Uto of pore^ and pemcution, “WMi can be nqjcd for 
after thnP ^re not men, they deaeiTe tbe name,) 
nndcr tbw new hope and head of the church, been made 
biahope for no otber merit than hoTing acted aa initromenU 
of ataeuti , for no other merit than haTmg thrown the dub 
dren’a bread to dogs j and m order to gome the whole gang 
of naarerB, pedlara, and Itinerant Jew-ditcounteTB at the 
comer* of atreeta, atarved the poor of their Chnatian floclo, 
and their own brother paatois f Have not Boch men been 
TTifldfl biihop* to admimater in temple*, m which (if the pa- 
tnotio donafaona have not already Btnppod them (rf tiiar 
veaaelal the chnrchwardena onght to taie aeounty for the 
altar plate, and not ao much as to tmat the chalice m thnr 
KicrQegtona hand*, *o long a* Jew* hare aaaignati on cc- 
elesmatio plunder, to exchange for the aflver atolen fram 
ditcpche* P 

I am told, that the very aona of auch Jewjohbcn bare 
been made Inahopa , pereoBs not to be enapected of any aori 
of Oirutiait aupentitioa, fit eoUcegnes to the holy jmlate of 
Auttm, and bi^ at the feet of tbit GamalteL Wa bxnr 
who it was that drove the moDey-changem out of the temple. 
"W^e see too who it is that hmigs them m again "Wo hare 
m liOndon very respectable peraons of the Jewish natwii, 
whom we will keep ) but we mto of the tamo tribe ertbera of 
a very different doa^ptioQ,— boosebreekera, and rcceinrs of 
stolen goods, and forger* of paper enrreney, more than we 
esn eonveniently hang These we can spare to rninee, to 
fill the new episcopal throne* { men well vmod in»weanngi 
and who will icruplo no oath which the fertile genius of any 
of your reformer* can dense. 

In matters so ndieulous. It is bard to bo graro. On a 
new of their conaeouenees, it la almost mhnmaTi to treat 
them lightly To wnat a state of saraga, stiroid, aemlo in- 
sensibili^ must your people bo reduced, who can endure 
such proceedings in their entrreh, their state, and Ibcir jodi- 
catnro, even ^r a moment 1 Bat tho deluded people of 
France are lie otber madmen, who, to a mirncks bear 
hunger, and thirst, and cold, and confineinent, and the 
cWm and ht*h of their keeper, whiljt all the whilo they 
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support themselves hy.the imagiuatiou that they are ge- 
nerals of armies, prophets, kings, and emperors. As to a 
change of miud 'm these men, Tvho consider infamy as 
honour, degradation as preferment, bondage to lo^y tyrants 
as liberty, and the practical scorn and contumely of their 
upstart masters as marks of respect and homage, I look 
upon it as absolutely impracticable. These madmen, to be 
cured, must first, like other madmen, be subdued. The 
sound part of the community, •which I believe to be large, 
hut by no' means the largest part, has been taken by sur- 
prise, and is disjointed, terrified, and disarmed. That sound 
part of the comm'unit}'' must first be put into abetter condi- 
tion, before it can do anything in the way of deliberation or 
persuasion. This must be an act of power, as well as of •wis- 
dom ; of power, iu the hands of firm, determined patriots, 
who can distinguish the misled from traitors, who will regu- 
late the state (if such should be then* fortune) with a dis- 
criminating, manly, and pro-vident mercy ; men who are 

i iurged of the surfeit and indigestion of sj^stems, if ever they 
lave been admitted into the habit of their minds ; men who 
wdl lay the founda^tion- of a real reform, in effacing every 
vestige of that philosophy which pretends to have made dis- 
coveries in the ten'a australis of morality ; men who •will fix 
the state upon these bases of morals and pohtics, which are 
om old, and immemorial, and, I hope, wiU he our eternal, 
possession. 

This power, to such men, must come from icitliout. It 
may he given to you in pity ; for surely no nation ever called 
so pathe^ticaUy on the compassion of aU its neighhoui's. It 
may he given by those neighbours on motives of safety to 
themselves, blever shall I think any country in Europe 'to 
he secure, 'whilst there is estabbshed, in the very centre of 
it, a state (if so it may he called) founded on principles of 
anarchy, and which is, in reably, a college of armed fijnatics, 
for the propagation of the pnnciples of assassination, rob- 
bery, rebelbon, fraud, faction, oppression, and impiety. Ma- 
homet, hid, as for a -time he was, in the bottom of the sands 
of Arabia, had his spirit and character been discovered, 
would have been an object of precaution to provident minds. 
"What if be had erected his fauatic standard for the destruc- 
tion of the Christian religion in htce Asicv, in the midst of 

VOL. :i. 2 ji 



liETTCB TO 1 . •^mmm 


GSO 

the then noon-day eplendotir of the then cmhied woridP 
The prinoo* of Europe, m the beginning of this century, did 
Tcell not to infier the monarohj of Fnmee to STrallow up tie 
others. They ought not now, in my opinion, to suffer all 
the monarchies emd commoow^tha to be fwalhnred up m 
the gulf of this pollated anardiy They may be tolerahly 
safe at present, because the onnparatiTe power of France for 
the present is little. But tnnea and occasions make dangers. 
IntMbne tronblee may onse in other conntnee There t% s 
power always on the watch, qnaliffed and disposed to profit 
of ovary conjancture, to establish its own pnnnplea snd 
modes of misohiefl wherever it can hope for snccees. "Wist 
mercy wonld theee usurpers have on other sorereigni, and 
on other nationa, when they treat them own king with rich 
unparalleled mdigmties, and to mieDy opprtas their oirn 
oountrymen P 

The king of Prussia, m ooucnrrence with us, nobly inter- 
fcBpd to Bare Holland from confusion. The same power, 
jomed with the rescued Holland sitb Great Bntsin, bn 
put the emperor lu the possession of the NetberUnds, snd 
secured, under that pnnee, fiom aD arbitrary innoration, Ih® 
anaeut hereditary constitatioo of those pronnocs. The 
chamber of Wetiler has restored the buhop of luego, on- 
j ustly dispossessed by the rebeUion of bis sub) ects Tto king 
of Prussia was bound by no treoty, nor allumee of blood, nor 
had any particular reasons for thmkmg the emperor’s gorenw 
ment would be more mischievous or more oppressive to 
human nature than that of tho Turk yet on more motives of 
policy that pnneo haa interposed with the threat of all hh 
force, to snatch even the IVirk from tho pooDces of the 
imperial eagle If this is done in favour of a baxbaroia 
nation, with a barbarous uc^oct of police, fctal to the human 
race, m favour of a notion, by principle in eternal eninity 
with tbe Ohmtian name , a tutiou which will not so much ** 
give tho salutatiou of peace (Solara) to any of us ; nor make 
any pact with any Chnstian nation boyonS a truce j— if tin 
be done m favour of the Turk, shall it bo thought cither 
impolitic, or unjust, or uncbantablo, to employ tho same 
power to rescue from captivity a nrtuous monarch (by tic 
courtesy of Europe considered as Most Christian) who, alte 
an intenmssioa of ono hundred and seventy-five years, bad 
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cnllcd togetlicr the stntcs of his Idngdom to reform abuses, 
to establish a free government, and to strengthen his throne ; 
a monarch, ^vho at very outset, wthout force, even ■without 
solicitation, had given to his people such a hlagua Charta of 
privileges ns never was given b)*^ any king to an^' subjects ? — 
Is it to be tamely borne by kings ^v]lo love their subjects, or 
by subjects ^vho love their kings, that this monarch, in the 
midst of tlicse gracious acts, ■was insolently and cruelly torn 
from his palace by a gang of traitors and assassins, and kept 
in close prison to this ver}* hour, whilst his royal name and 
sacred character were used for the total ruin of those whom 
the laws had appointed him to protect ? 

The only offence of this unhappy monarch towards his 
people was his attempt, under a monarchy, to give them a 
free constitution. For this, b}’’ an example hitherto unheard- 
of in the world, he has been deposed. It might well disgrace 
sovereigns to take part with a deposed tyrant. It would 
suppose in them a vicious sympathy. But not to make a 
common cause with a just prince, dethroned by traitors and 
rebels, who proscribe, plunder, confiscate, and in every way 
cruelly oppress their fellow-citizens, in my opinion is to 
forget what is due to the honour and ■to the rights of all Airtu- 
ous and legal government. 

I think the king of France to be as much an object both 
of policy aud compassion as the Grand Seignior or his states. 
I do not conceive that the total annihilation of France (if 
that could be effected) is a desirable thing to Europe ; or 
even to this its rival nation. Provident patriots did not 
think it good for Borne that even Carthage should be quite 
destroyed ; and he was a ■wise Greek, wise for the general 
Grecian interests, as well as a brave Lacedasmonian enemy, 
and generous conqueror, who did not ■wish, by the destruction 
of Athens, to pluck out the other eye of Greece. 

However, Sir, what I have here said of the interference of 
foreign princes is only the opinion of a private individual ; 
who is neither the representative of any state, nor the organ 
of any party ; but who thinks himself boimd to express his 
own sentiments with freedom and energy in a crisis of such 
importance to the whole human race. 

I am not apprehensive that in speaking freely on the 
subject of the king and queen of France, I shall accelerate 

2 M 2 
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^ yoa fear) tb© execatjon of tnutoroui d6«?gns agamat tWi- 
Tou areof OTimiotL 8ir,thot tho xuurpera may, and that they 
■wiH, gladly lay hold of preteit to throw off tho ray 
name of a kmff — aaanrodiy 1 do not wuh iH to toot Irmr , 
Imt better for him not to Iito (he does not reign) than tohre 
the paaaiTO matmment of tyrannT and orarpation, 

I cotamly meimt to ahow, to fee beat oi my power, that 
the eurtenco of inch an eiecatire officer, m anm a Bjwtam of 
repnbho aa thoirt, u absurd m the higheet dogree. But in 
demonvtrstt^ this— to at Jecef, I can hare made no 

diBOorery ^ey only held out the royal name to catch 
those Frenchmen to whom the name of king is atiB Toier* 
able They calculate the domtion of that aenhment , and 
when they find it nearly expiring, they will not tronhla 
themselrea with excosea for extinguishing the name, as they 
have the thing They used it aa a aort of naxel-stiiiig hi 
noumh their unnatural ofliprmg from the hownlf of royiilty 
itself Ifow that the monater con pnrrer for ita own foh- 
aiatence, it will only carry the mark abonl it, as a tokm of 
ite hamg tom the womb it came from. Tynnta teldoo 
want pre texts. Fraud la the ready nmuster of mjrstiee, 
and whilst the enrrenoy of false pretence and tophwtk rrs* 
soiling was expedient to tboir deairna, they were undor no 
naoeasite of drawing upon me to lonush them with that 
com. But pret exts anu sophisms hare had their day, and 
hare done their work. Tb© asurpabon no longer seeks plan* 
aibility It irusU to power 

Kotbmg that I can aay, or that you can Kiy, will batten 
them, by a single hour, m tb« execution of a design which 
they hare long smra entertamwL In spit© of thoir solemn 
dcclambona, feeir soothing addresses, and tho mnltiphfd 
ootha which they have taken and forced others to tskc, tW 
win ftsaasiinate tho king when his namo w^ no longer t© 
neeeasary to their designs, but not a momoot sooner 
They will probably first ossassinato the queen, wbenercr tb© 
renewed menace of such an essassmatKm loses its effect ui^ 
on tho aniiouj mind of an affectionato husband. At pre- 
seatr the adrantage which they denre from tho daily thrcait* 
Bgsmtt her life is her only security for presemrg it Ihcy 
keep their sorcrmgn uhro for tho porpoBo of exhibiting hhn, 
liko tome wild hcast at a feir; as if fbey had a Bajaict in a 
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cage. They choose to mahc mouarchj'- contemptible by ex- 
posing it to derision in the person of the most benevolent of 
their kings. 

In my opinion their insolence appears more odious even 
than their crimes. The horrors of the 5lh aud 6th of Oc- 
tober were less detestable than the festival of the 14th of 
July. There arc situations (God forbid I should think that 
of the 5th and Gth of October one of them) in which tlie 
best men may be confounded with the worst, and in the 
darkness and confusion, in the press and medley of such ex- 
tremities, it ma)’ not be so easy to discriminate the one 
from the other. The necessities created, even by ill designs, 
have their excuse. They may be forgotten by others when 
the guilt)’, themselves do not choose to cherisli their recol- 
lection, and by ruminating their ollcncos, noui'ish themselves 
through the example of their past, to the perpetration of 
future, crimes. It, is in the relaxation of sccurit)’, it is in 
the expansion of prosperity, it is in the hour of dilata- 
tion of the heart, and of its softening into festivity and 
pleasure, that the real character of men is discerned. If 
there is any good in them, it appears tlien or never. Even 
wolves and tigers, when gorged unth their prey, are safe and 
gentle. It is at such times that noble minds give all the 
reins to their good nature. They indulge their genius even 
to intemperance, in kindness to the afllicted, in generosit)’ 
to the conquered ; forbearing insults, forgiving injuries, over- 
pa)ang benefits. Eull of dignity themselves, they respect dig- 
nity in all, but they feel it sacred in the unhappy. But it 
is then, and basldug in the sunshine of unmerited fortune, 
that low, sordid, ungenerous, and reptile souls swell with 
their hoarded poisons ; it is then that tliey display their 
odious splendour, and shine out in the full lustre of their na- 
tive villany and baseness. It is in that season that no man 
of sense or honour can be mistaken for one of them. It was 
in such a season, for them of political ease and security, 
though theirpeople were but just emerged from actual famine, 
and were ready to be plunged into the gulf of penury and 
beggary, that your philosophic lords choose, with an osten- 
tatious pomp and luxury, to feast an incredible number of 
idle and thoughtless people, collected, with art and pains, from 
all quarters of the world. They constructed a vastamphithe- 
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atre m •wHdi they rmaed a speciei of pfHory ' On tha jiil* 
lory they aet tberr lawful long and queen, with an miulting 
fl^piro OTCT their heada. There tlwy eipo^ theee object* of 
pity and respect to all pood minda to the dension of an tm* 
thinking ana nnpnncipled mnltitnde, degenerated eren finm 
the Tersatile tendemet* which mark* the irregnlar and ea* 
pnaoui feel in ga of the populace That their cruel nanlt 
might hare nothing wanting to complete it, they ohote the 
anniTeraaiy of that day in which they eipoaed the life of 
their ynnco to the mort mimroent dangers and the rilest m- 
dmnitiea, jurt following the instant when the aasawn*, 
whom they had hired without owning, fint openly took 
np ormi agamrt their king, corrupted guard, lurpnied 
hia castle, Dutchered some of the poor mialid* of ha gar- 
naon, murdered hi* goTemor, anth like wild hea*t*, tore 
to piece* the chief magiitrato of hia capital mty, on account 
of tui fldebty to hia aemco. 

the juitico of the world u awakened, fudi u thc*o 
win go on, without admonition, and without pTorocatwn, to 
erery extremity Thoee who hare made the eihibrtkm of 
the 14th of July are capable of eve r y evil They do not 
commit crime* for their oeei^ , but they form design* that 
they may oomnnt cnmeo. It la not their necewnty, but tbeir 
nature, that impel* them They are modem philoaopliert » 
which when you «tr of them you eipree* eTerything that a 
ignobloj aarage, ana hard bearted- 

Beodee the anre tokens which are gireoi by the ipint « 
thew particular anringemont*, there are totne charocterutfc 
lineament* in the general pob<y of your tumultuou* de*pot- 
itm, which, m my opinion, indmato bqyond * doubt, tbot 
no rerolntion whaUoerer in fhetr dupontion i* to be expect* 
ei I mean tbcir scheme of educating the ruing generation, 
the principle* which they intend to instil, and the sympsthirt 
which they wah to form in the mind, at tbo season in woko 
it i* the most lotceptible. Instead of forming their you®? 
mmdi to that docility, to that mexiesty, which aro the 
and charm of youth, to an edmiration of famous ciompl^ 
and to an aTcrscnes* to anything wbwh approaches to pnof. 
petuioneo, and self-conceit, (distempors to which that tune 
‘ The ptUoiy (e»iw) to Ea^snd U noeraDy tntia rtry kl^ llk« 
nbed for siposiaf tlis klnf of Frsnee. 
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of life is of itself suilicientl}' liable,) they artificially foment 
those enl dispositions, and even form them into springs of 
action. Nothing ought to be more M’cighed than the nature 
of books recommended by public authority. So recom- 
mended, they soon form t lic character of the ago. Uncertain 
indeed is the efficacy, limited indeed is tlie extent, of a 
tuous institution. But if education takes in vice as any part 
of its system, there is no doubt but that it will operate with 
abundant energy, and to an extent indefinite. The magis- 
trate, who in favour of freedom thinks himself obliged to 
sutler all sorts of publications, is under a stricter duty than 
any other well to consider what sort of writers he shall 
authorize ; and shall recommend by the strongest of all sanc- 
tions, that is, by public honours and rewards, lie ought to 
be cautious how lie recommends authors of mixed or am- 
biguous morality. He ought to be fearful of putting into 
the bands of youth writers indulgent to the peculiarities of 
their own complexion, lest they should teach the humours 
of the professor, ratlier than the principles of the science. 
He ought, above all; to be cautious in recommending any 
writer who has carried marks of a deranged understanding ; 
for where there is no sound reason there can be no real 
virtue ; and madness is CA'er vicious and malignant. 

The Assembly proceeds on maxims the very reverse of 
these. The Assembly recommends to its youth a study of 
the bold experimenters of morality. Everybody knows that 
there is a great dispute amongst their leaders, which of them 
is the best resemblance of Kousseau. In truth, they aU re- 
semble him. His blood they transfuse into their minds and 
into their manners. Him they study ; him they meditate ; him 
they turn over in all the time they can spare from the labo- 
rious mischief of the day, or the debauches of the night. Hous- 
seau is their canon of holy -writ ; in his life he is their canon 
biFolyclctus; he is their standard figure of perfection. To this 
man and this writer, as a pattern to authors and to Erench- 
men, the founderies of Paris are now running for statues, 
with the kettles of their poor and the bells of their churches. 
If an author had written like a great genius on geometry, 
though his practical and speculative morals were vicious in 
the extreme, it might appear, that in voting the statue, they 
honoured only the geometrician. But Bousseau is a moralist, 


680 


LXTT Mt TO A miTBXB 


OT be IS notbiDg It is impoe^le, therefore, petttng tbe ar- 
cumstance* together, to mutajce their design m ohoo^mg the 
author, with -^om they bar© begun to recommend o conne 
of ftamea. 

Their great problem is to find a labstilirte for all the pnn- 
ciplea wfich hitherto hate been employed to regulate the 
human will and action They find dispoeitions m the mmd 
of mch force and quality as may fit men, for better than the 
old. morality, for the purpoees of such a state a* theirs, and 
may go much further in supporting their power, and de- 
ftrojing their enemies. They nare therefore ebosen a sclfiih, 
flattens, seduetire, ostentatiooa nee, m the place of plain 
doty True humility, the bosu of the Ohrutmn system, ia 
the low, but deep and firm, foundation of all real nrtoe. 
But this, at Tery painful m the practice, and little imposing 
m tlie appearance, they bare totally discarded Their object 
IB to mer^ all natural and all social sentiment ra mordinato 
ranity to a smoD degree, and conrersont in littk* tbioga, 
Tonity 18 of little moment When foil grcrmi, it la the wont 
of Tices, and the occamonal mumc of them alL It makes 
the whole man false It leores nothing lincer© or tnat- 

worthT about him Hia beat oualibes are poiaoued end pn* 

Tartea by it, and operate eiaotly os the worst. When yoor 
lords had many writers os immoral as the object of their 
statue (such as Voltaire and others) they choso Eouaseanj 
because m him that peculiar Tice^ which ttey wished to erect 
into ruling nrtucL was by far the moat eonapicuoiia. 

We baTe had the great professor and founder of 
wpiy rarity in England A© I bad pixid opportumUcs of 
knowing his proceedings almost from i&y to My, ho left w 
doubt on ray mred that b© entortamed no priDOiplo either to 
influence his heart, or to guide fats undorstanduig' but «*i/a 
With this Tice be was possessed to a degree little sbert of 
madness It is from ttio same deranged, eccentric tanity, 
that tbia, the insane Socrclet of tb© National Assembly, w 
impelled to publbib a mod confession of his msd Cialts, ^ 
to attempt a new sort of glory from bringing hardily to light 
the obscure and Tulmr Tiers, which vre ktHTW may ‘ 
be blended with eminent talents lie has not obserred 
the nature of Tanity who docs not know that it is onmiTorcs 
that it has no choice in its food, that it » foud to talk ert 
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of its own fanlis and vice?, ns what will excite surprise and 
draw ailention. and what will pass at worst I'or openness and 
candour. 

It was this abuse and perversion, wliich vanity makes even 
of hypocrisy, that has driven Itoussoau to record a life not so 
mncli ns chequered, or spotted here and there, with virtues, 
or even distinguished by a single good action. It is such n 
life he chooses to ofler to the attention of mankind. It is 
such a life that, with a wild defiance, he tliiigs in the face of 
his Cia'>ator, whom he acknowledges only to brave. Tour 
Assembly, knowing how much more powerful example is 
found than precejit, has chosen this man (by his own ac- 
count without a single virtue) for a model. To him they 
erect their first statue. I’Vom him they comtncnco their 
scries of honours and distinctions. 

It is that new invent cd virtue, which your masters canonize, 
that led their moral hero constantly to exhaust the stores of 
his powciTul rhetoric in the expression of universal benevo- 
lence ; whilst his heart was incapable of harbouring one spark 
of common parcnt.al afiection. Benevolence to tlic whole 
species, and want of feeling for every individual with whom 
the professors come in contact, form the character of the 
new philosopliy. Setting up for on unsocial independence, 
this their hero of vanity refuses the just price of common 
labour, as well ns the tribute which opulence owes to genius, 
and Avhich, when paid, honours the giver and the receiver : 
and then he pleads his beggary ns an excuse for his crimes. 
He melts xnth tenderness for those only who touch him by 
the remotest relation, and then, without one natural pang, 
casts away, as a sort of offal and excrement, the spawn of his 
disgustful amours, and sends his children to the hospital of 
foundlings. The bear loves, licks, and forms her young ; but 
bears are not philosophers. Vanity, however, finds its ac- 
count in reversing the train of our natural feelings. Thou- 
sands admire the sentimental writer ; the affectionate father 
is hardly kno^vn in his parish. 

Under this philosophic instructor in the ethics of vanity, 
they have attempted m Trance a regenei-ation of the moral 
constitution of man. Statesmen, like your present rulers, 
exist by everything which is spurious, fictitious, and false ; 
by everything which takes the man from his house, and sets 
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>iim on ft rtage ; •wtlcli makeft him up an artificial creatora, 
•with pcmted, theatno acntnneiit*, fit to bo Been by the gjara 
of camdla-ligtt, and foirned to be contempUted at a due da- 
tance Vanity i» too apt to prerail m all of ua, and la til 
conntne*. To the improrenieiit of Frenohmen it teem* not 
abftohrtely neoeBiary that it Bhould be taught upon lyitem 
But it 11 plain that Ibe preecnt Tebellicm wai ite legitimate off- 
iprmg, and it u pionaly fed by that rebelbon with a daily dolii. 

IfUie ayitem of institution recommended by the Aecmbly 
be false and theatric, it la because their ajitem of govern- 
ment IS of the tame chanoter To that, and to that alone, 
it IB strictly conformable. To nnderatand either, vre uroft 
connect the morals with the pohtics of the legislators. Tour 

S iical philosopheTs, systematic m everythfiig, hare wisdy 
im at the source. Am the relation between parents and 
iron IB the finrt amongit the elemmta of TUmsr, natural 
morali^/ thw erectrtntneatoawTld,fCTOCTona,low*miDded, 
hard hearted father, of fine ffwoend iWlmga ; & Jorer of his 
kmd,bata haterof his kmdreiL Your masters reject the duties 
of thus Tul^ relation, as contrary to liberty , as not foimdcd 
m the social compact, and not binding according to the 
nnhti of men , be<aase the relation » not, of course, the re- 
amt of /reu cZaetwm , never so on the tide of tha Afidtcn, 
not always on the part of the parents. 

(He next relation which they irgencrste by their itatoes 
to Bonsaeau, is that which is next in sanctity to that of a 
father They differ from those old fashioned thinkers, who 
considered pedagogues as sober ind Tenerable characters, 
and allied to the parental. The moralists of the dark tunes, 
prooeptortm tontU ctJeere pareata esse loco In this ego of 
light, they teach the p^opjo that preceptors ought to be m 
the place of gnHanta, 'iTiey systematically corrupt a verr 
corruptible race, (for some tune a growing nuisance amongst 
you,) a set of pe^ petulant Irtcrators, to whom, inatcad of 
their proper, but seyere, nnoetcntatious duties, they assign 
the bnlliant part of men of wit and pleasure, of gay, young, 


> FHioU tns (o drireUri rt prolwrt t{W fw*tr^ir etM r+J 

TMc r* r»cMx > emim, si b»c doc nt, DoOft poir«t bomkl » 
bomhwm Bstur* sdbnictiii wbUu xlt* toCUor 

(Rocfwas) tttai cood&dpcUl (L'AMcnbb^t Nuitsisfc.)— ^ 
Ep. sd AnicQnu 
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nnUtnry sparks, and danglers at toilets. Tlicy call on the 
risuig generation in k'rance to take a syinpattiy in the nd- 
veut^ircs and fortunes, and thej' endeavour to engage their 
sensibility on the side of jiedagogues, Avho betray the most 
and'nl fainil}' trnsi.s, and vntiato their female pupils. They 
teach the people that the debauehers of virgins, almost in 
the arms of their parents, may be safe inmates in the houses, 
and even tit guardians of the honour, of those hushands ivho 
succeed legally to the oflicc which the young liicratorS'hnd 
prc-occupicd, without asking leave of law or conscience. 

Thus they dispose of all the family relations of parents 
and children, husbands and wives. Through this samo in- 
structor, by whom they corrupt the morals, they corrupt the 
taste. Taste and elegance, though they arc reckoned only 
among the smaller and secondary morals, yet arc of no mean 
importance in the regulation of life. A moral taste is not of 
force to turn vice into xarluc ; but it recommends virtue with 
something like the blandishments of pleasure; and it infinitely 
abates the evils of vice. Eousscau, a writer of gi'cat force 
and vivacity, is totally destitute of taste in any sense of the 
word. Tour masters, who are his scliolai*s, conceive that all 
refinement has an aristocratic character. Tlie last age had 
exhausted all its powers in giving a grace and nobleness to 
our natural appetites, and in raising them into a higher class 
and order than seemed justly to belong to them. Through 
Eousseau, your masters are resolved to desti'oy these aristo- 
cratic prejudices. The passion called love has so general and 
powerful an influence ; it makes so much of the entertain- 
ment, and indeed so much of the occupation, of that part of 
life which decides the character for ever, that the mode and 
the principles on which it engages the sjunpathy, and strikes 
the imagination, become of the utmost importance to the 
morals and manners of every society. Tour rulers were well 
aware of this ; and in their system of changing your maimers 
to accommodate them to their politics, they found nothing so 
convenient as Eousseau. Through him they teach men to 
love after the fashion of philosophers ; that is, they teach to 
men, to Thenchmen, a love without gallantry ; a love without 
anything of that fine fiower of youthfulness and gentility, 
which places it, if not among the virtues, among the orna- 
ments of life. Instead of this passion, 'naturally allied to ' 
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n ee and inannere, they inftiBO into their youth an tm- 
lioned, indfilicnte, acrar, gloomy, feroaoua medley of 
pedantry and le^dneet , of metaphyincal spccnlatKina blended 
TTith the coeraert •enauah^ flocn la the geneitd mondi^ 
of tho pnaeiona to he found m their Cunona pTnlosopher 
m Hi fomotti Trork of ph3o*ophio gallantry tM yomUe 
JElatte 

■When the fence from the gallimtiy of precepton u hrohen 
down, r»nd your fiumliei are no longer protected by decent 
pride, and aalutaiy domertio prtgadice, there a but one itep 
to a friffhtflil ourruptiom Thorulcra m the Xational A»eni 
bly are m good hopea that tho femnlei of the firat tyrniliM 
in France may become on eaay prey to danwng master*, 
fiddler*, pattem-drawora, fiiieiir*,and valetade oh^bTO,i^<i 
other octiTO atueni of that deecrrotion, who hanng tho 
entry into your hoa»ea, and being half domeaticatcd by tbeir 
fttoation, mar bo blended with you by regular and irwgolar 
rclatwna. By a law they hare mad© tHc*e people Ttmr 
eqnala. By adopting the eentimont* of Bouneau tnoy We 
made them tout nr^ In ihia manner tbote grrat lagia* 
laton complete their phm of loTeliing and catahbih tbrir 
nghta of men on a Bare foundation 

I am certain that the wntinga of Bouaoeau lead directly 
to thii kmd of ahamefol eriL I huTe oflcn wondered bow 
he comei to ba »o much more admired end followed on the 
continent than he it here. Perhap* a aecrot charm in tha 
language may hare ita ihare m thu extraordmn^ differenec. 
"We cortamlT perceiro and to o degree wo leel, in this 
wnter. a atyle glowing animated, ent Duiiaatic , at the lanio 
time that we find it lo^ dtfiaae, and not in the hot taito of 
compoittion , all the membere of tho pioeo being pretty 
equmly laboured and expanded, without any duo lalwhon or 
Buborumafaon of pari*. lie »t gen e r ally too much on the 
atret^ and hi* manner ha* litUo ranety "Wo cannot rest 
upon any of bti wort*, though they contain ohtcmtwni 
which occotlonallr dwwor a coundereble mmght into 
human nature But hii doctnoe*, on tho whole, are *0 in* 
apphcahlo to real life and manner*, that wo norcr droom of 
drawing from them any rule for law* or eondnet, or for forti- 
fying or illmtrahng onythuig bya rofertmre to hi* optoioni. 
Tbey h*TO with u* the fate of olAn paradoxet. 
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Cum vculum crl voruin rs( scii'sMS inorcsquc rcjwpiiant, 

Atquc ipsa utililas Jus(i propc mater cl aqui. 

Perhaps hold speculations are more acceptable because 
more new to you than to ua, Avho have been long since sati- 
ated with them. Wc continue, as in the tr\vo last ages, to 
read, more gcncrall}'- than I believe is now done on the con- 
tinent, the authors of sound antiquity. These occupy our 
minds. Tlicy give ns another taste and turn ; and will not 
suAcr ns to be more than transiently amused with paradox- 
ical morality. It is not that 1 consider this writer as wholly 
dcstitntc of just notions. Amongst his irregularities, it 
must be reckoned that he is sometimes moral, and moral in 
a very sublime strain. But tlic general spirit and tendency 
of his works is mischievous ; and the more mischievous for 
this mixture : for perfect depravity of sentiment is not re- 
concilable with eloquence ; and the mind (though corrupti- 
ble, not complcxionally vicious) would reject, and throw off 
with disgust, a lesson of pure and unmixed evil. These 
writers make even ■virtue a pander to vice. , 

However, I less consider the author than the system of 
the Assembly in perverting morality through his means. 
This I confess makes me nearly despair of any attempt upon 
the minds of their followers, through reason, honour, or con- 
science. TIic great object of your ■tj’rants is to destroy tho 
gentlemen of Prance 5 and for that purpose they destroy, to 
tho best of their power, all the effect of those relations which 
may render considerable men powerful, or even safe. To de- 
stroy that order, they ^dtiate the whole community. That 
no means may exist of confederating against their tyranny, 
by the false sympathies of this Houvello Eloise they en- 
deavour to subvert those principles of domestic trust and 
fidelity, which form the discipline of social life. They propa- 
gate principles by which every servant may think it, if not 
his duty, at least his priA-ilege, to .betray his master. By 
these princi^es, every considerable father of a family loses 
the sanctuary of his house. Dehet sua cuigtie damns esse 
perfiigiuni itUissiimm, says the law, which j'our legislators 
have taken so much pains first to decry, then to repeal. 
They destroy all the 'tranquillity and security of domestic 
life ; ■turning the asylum of the house into a gloomy prison, 
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irhere the Eather of the familj mnat drag crat a mieerahlfi «• 
artence, endaugered in proportion to the apparent of 
hifl safety ; he n aroree than lolitary in a crcnrd of do- 

mestica, and moro apprebeiuTTe from ha aervanta and in- 
mates, than firom the hired, blood-thiraty mob withont-doon, 
irho are ready to puU him to the lantorne. 

It M thus, and for the eame end, that they endeaTonr to 
destroy that tribanal of conacience \rhich ensts independ- 
ently of edicts and decrees. Tour despots gorem by terror 
They kncnr that he who fears God fears notbinn el»e and 
thei^oTe tl^ eradicate from the mmd, throoim their Ycd- 
toire, thetp ^iTetini, and the rest of that infamoua gnn, 
that only sort of fear which generates tme courage. iTicir 
object IS, that their fellow-citiaons may be under the dotpinton 
of no awe, hut that of their committee of research, and of 
their lanteime. 

HsTing found the admutage of assaiaination m the form- 
ation of tneir tyranny, it u the grand Ttsourte in which thfff 
tmit for tbo support of it. lYhoeTeff opposes any of their 
pTooeedings^ or IS snrpectcd of a detimi to oppose them,» to 
answer it with hn life, or the hres oi hu wife and ehildrsn 
'This miiunona, craol, and cowardly practice of assaasiimticin 
they hare the imptulence to esfl mtrcifut They boost that 
they hare opersted their luorpation rather by terror than 
bj force , and that a few aeasonable murders hare prerented 
tie bloodshed of many battles. There is no doubt they will 
extend those acts of mercy whenercr they see an occttiion- 
Dreadful, howorer, will be the conaeqnenccs of their attempt 
to avoid the erfls of war by the moiWul poliCT of murder 
li, by effectual pomshment of tbo guflW, trwy do not wholly 
disavow that practice, and tbo threat of it too, as any part of 
their policy, if eror a foreign pnneo enters into France, he 
must ontor it as into a oountry of BMrtMtns, ffho mode of 
onluod war will not be practised , nor are the French who 
act on the present system entitled to expect it They, whose 
known policy is to assassmnto every citUon whom they 
fuipect to be discontented by their tyraniy, and to corrupt 
the aoldttfy of every open onetay, must look for no mo(SSn 
hrwtility AH war, whiA is not fettle, will be military ei^ 
cation. This will beget acts of rctal^on from tou i and 
every rctaliaticmwiU beget anew rovenge Tho bell bomW'* 
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of war, on all sido?, will lio utironplotl and nninuz/dcd. Tho 
now school oT murder and harbarisni. sot up iji Paris, ha\'iiip; 
destroyed (so far ns in it lies) all the' other innnnora and 
principles wliieli have hitherto civilized Ihirope, will destroy 
also the inode of civilized war, which, more than anything 
else, has distiniruished the Christian world. Such is the ap- 
proaching golden a"e, which the Virgil ’ of your Assemblr 
has sung to his Pollies! 

In such a situation of your political, voiir civil, and your 
social morals and manners, how can you be hurt by the free- 
dom of any discussion ? Caution is for tliose who have 
something to lose. Wind, 1 have said, to just iiy myself in not 


.".ppreliending any ill consequence from a fre(.‘ discussion of 
the absurd eonsetpiences which flow from the relation of tho 
lawful hing to the usurped constitution, will ap])ly to my 
vindication with regard to the e.xposure I have made of tho 
state of the army under the s.ame. sophistic usurpation. The 
present tyrants w.ant no arguments to prove, what the}' must 
daily feel, that no good army c.in exist on tlieir jirineiplca. 
They are in no want of a monitor to sugge.st to them tho 
policy of getting rid of the arm}', ns well as of the king, 
whenever tlicy are in a condition to cllcct that measure. 
"What hopes may bo entertained of your army for tlio re- 
storation of your liberties, I know not. At prc-sent, yield- 
ing obedience to the pretended order.s of a king, who, they 
are perfectly apprized, has no will, and who never c.au issue 
a mandate which is not intended, in the tirst operation, or in 
its certain. consequeneos, for his own destruction, your army 
seems to make one of the jirineipal links in the chain of th.at 
servitude of anarchy, by which a cruel iisurpaliou holds an 
undone people at once in bondage and confusion. 

Yon ask me what I think of the conduct of General lilonk. 


How this atl’octs your case I cannot tell. I doubt whether 
you possess, in Prance, any persons of a capacity to serve 
the Preach monarchy in liie same manner m wliich Monk 
served the monarchy of England. Tho army which Monk 
commanded had been formed by Cromwell to a perfection of 
discipline which perhaps has never been exceeded. That 
army was besides of an excellent composition. The soldiers 


‘ Mirabcau’s speech concerning imircrsal pence. 
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TTere mem of ertwiordmary piety after tbair modo, of tbo 
greatest regclxinty, and eren ■ererrty of mannera , brare m 
the field, but modest, gmet, and oroerlj m their quarten , 
men irbo abhorred the idea of aaBansmatmg them officer* or 
any other persons , and -who (th^ at leaijt yrbo aenrd m 
thtt lalnnd) ivere firmly attached to those oeneroli by irhom 
they yrero irdl treated and ably commanded Sueb an army, 
once gamed, might bo depended om I doubt much, if yon 
oonld now find a Uanh, whether a Monk conld fhui in 
France soch on army 

I certainly agree with yon, that m all probabflity we owe 
oar whole constitution to the mtonition of the Engbsh 
monarchy Tbo state of things from which M»-mV rehered 
England, wna however hy no moans, at that tone, so deplor- 
able, in sny sena^, as yours m now, and under the present 
away is hkely to cqntmne. Cromwell had delivered England 
from anardiy lus government, thon^ military and dcs- 
potw, had hwi regular and ord^y under the iron, and 
under tbo yoke, the soil yielded rta prodaco. After hii 
death, the eVila of sjurrohy were rather dreaded tha" felt 
ErerT man was yet safe m his house and m ha prup c ity 
But it must be admitted, that Monk fraud this nanon firom 
great and just appreheunons both of future anarchy and of 
probable tyranny m some form or other The Vu>g wboni 
ne gare ns was indeed the rery roreise of yocr benignant 
sorcreign, who, in ruward for his attempt to bestow hwrty 
on his Butnects, languishes himself in prison- Tbo person 
given to us hy Alcmk was a man without any sense of his duty 
ss a prineo, without any regard to the dignity of hts crown , 
without anv love to hia people j dissolute, al», venal, and 
destitute of any positivo gocil quality whatsoever, cicrpt s 
pleasant temper, and the manner* of a gentleman. Tot the 
restoration of our monarch}, cron m tho peraem of such a 
pnnee, wtu everything to usj for without monarchy m 
Enj^d, molt certainly we Dortr can ernjoy either peace or 
liberty It was under this conrictioii that tho very regular 
step, which wo took on tho Bovolnhon of ICS8, was to fill 
tbe throBO with b reel kiogf ntd eren beforo it ronW J*' 
done in doe form, tbo chief* of the nation did not attempt 
thcmselTes to eicms© authority so much as by fa/m" 
They instantly requested tho Pnneo of Orango to take tbo 



or Tin: ^^VTlo^■ATJ asskmui.t. 5J5 

povonimoiU on liimsoU’ The throne was not cfloctivcly va- 
cant for an liour. 

Your fundamental law?, aa well as ours, suppose a mon- 
archy. Your real, >Sir. in sfamltng so firmly for it as you 
have clone, shows not only a sacuvcl respect, lor your honour 
and fidelitv, hut a wcdl-informed attaclunent to the real 
wc'lfare auc^ true liherties of yemr c'ounlry. 1 have expressed 
my.^elf ill. if 1 have uiven vou cause to ima^luo that I ))re- 
ler the oonduci of (hose wlco have retired from this warlare, 
to yemr beh.aviour, who. with a counige and constauey almost 
supc'rnatund, have strugcled against lyninnv. and k('))t the 
field to the last. You see 1 have corrected the excejUion- 
ahle part in the edition which 1 now smul yon. Indeed, in 
such terrible extremities ns yours, it is not c'asy to .say, in a 
political AMcw, what, line of conduct is the most ndvisabln. 
in that state of things, 1 cannot bring myself severely to 
condemn ])ci*sons who are wholly unable to bear so much as 
the sight of those men in the throne of legislation, who aro 
only fit to he the objects of criminal ju.stiee. If fatigue, if 
dis^ist. if uusurmouulahlo nausea drive them away froju such 
sj)cctacle.s, vhi miftrriantm pars von iviiiiiva crat, viderr of as- 
2 nd, I cannot blame them, jllc must have n heart of ada- 
mant who co\ild hoar a set of traitors, p\ificd up with 
unexpected and undeserved ])owcr, obtained by an ignoble, 
unmanly, and perfidious rebellion, treating their honest fcl- 
low-citi/.ous as rrhrls, because they refused to bind tbem- 
Rclvcs, tbrougb tlicir conscience, against the diclatc.s of 
conseicuco itself, and bad declined to swear an active com- 
pliance with tlicir own ruin. ITow could a man of common 
liesb and blood endure, that those, who hut the other day 
had shiillccd unohscn'cd in their antechambers, sconifidly in- 
sulting men, illustrious iu their rank, sacred in tlieir lunc- 
, tion, and venerable in their character, now in decline of life, 
and swimming on the wrecks of their. fortunes, that those 
miscreants should tell such men scornfully and outrageously, 
after they had robbed them of all their property, that it is 
mpre than enough if they are allowed xvhat will keep them 
from absolute famine, and that, for the rest, they must let 
their gi’ey hairs fall over the plough, to make out a scanty 
subsistence xvith the labour of their bands ! Last, and worst, 
who could endure to bear tliis unnatural, insolent, and 
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ttvnge d«*poti83n called Hbor^P If^ at thii dutunce, fit- 
ting by my fire, I cannot read their decre« and ipeediei 
mt^ut uiignation, shall I condemn tho« •who hare fled 
from the aot^ nght and hoonng of all theae honorf ? No, 
nol mankind hu no title to deni and that we ebonld he 
■IffTp* to their gmlt and uuoltnice , or that "we should a oi m 
them m spite <rf themselTes Minds, sore -nth the poignant 
aenae of insulted Tirtue, filled mth hi^ dt>/1nm agamit tha 
pride of tnnmphant baeeneiB, often nare it not m thar 
choice to stand their groond. Their complexion fwhich 
m^t defy the rack) cannot go throaA such a tmh Botoe- 
thing very high most fortify men to that proot But irhcn 
I am dnTon to companaon, aurely I cannot hesitate for a 
moment to prefer to such men as are common, those beroef, 
•who, in the midat of despair, perform aD tho tiuki of hope ( 
who lubdne their feeling to their diitiee , who, m the catue 
of humanity, liberty, and honour, ahendon all sattsfaeticiof 

of lifia, and erroiy day ineur a freah nsk of hfo itself Bo me 
the justice to heh^ thnt I never can prefer any fastidtotui 
virtue (virtue stiD) to the uneonqnered perseverance, to tho 
afeetionate patience, of tboae vbo iratcn and ni^t hy 
the W-sidfi of their dclmous country, who, for their lorw to 
that dear and vunonble name, bear ail tlra diaguatf and aS 
the buffets they receive from their frantie mother Sir, I do 
look on you as true martyra , I regard you as aoldiert who 
act far more m the spint of our Coinmanlor-in<hief and the 
Captain of our salvation, than thoee who have left you j 
though I rauft first bolt myielf very thoroughly, and know 
that I could do hotter, before I can cenauro tWm I assure 
you. Sir, that wheu I conaider your unconqucrablo fldrhty to 
your aorercign, and to your eountrv j the eourago, fortitude, 
magnanimity, and loog^uffentig oi youraell^ and tho Abbe 
Mauiy, and of IL CagiJrs, and of many worthy peraoni of 
all oracra, in your Assembly, I forgot, m tho loatio of these 
great qo^ti^ that on your tide has been dapUyed an 
eloquence so rational, mamy, and convincing, that no time or 
country, perhaps, has over excelled. But your talents dis* 
appear ^ my admirntwa of touc vutnes. 

Aa to lil. MoumcT end al. ladly, 1 have always wished 
to do lUftiee to their parts, and thnr eloquence, and the 
geoenu pnnty of thar motives Indeed 1 saw very well, 
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from llip l)cpnuin£r. Ilio mmrlupfs -wliioli. -widi nil llicpc iftlcnis 
mul j;oo(l hUotUiojm. llu'v would do llu'ir country, through 
their conrulcncc in Hvslcni.^. But their dinlcmju'r wnn nn 
opidotuic ninlndv. Thev were youu" .‘ind inexperienced; and 
when will young and inexju'rieuccd men learn caution and 
distrust of themselves ? And when will men. young or old. if 
suddenly raised to far higher jiower than that, which absolute 
kings and einjicrors commonly enjoy, learn anything like 
modention V Monarehs in genend respect, some settled order 
of things, which they Ibid it dillicult to move from its basis, 
and to Avhich they are obliged to conform, even when there 
art' no positive limitations to their jiower. These gentlemen 
conceived that thev were chosen to new-model the state, and 
even the whole order of civil society itself. No wonder that 
iltr^ cnlerlained dangerous visions, when the king’s minis- 
ters, trustees for the sacred deposit of the monarchy, were so 
infected with the contagion of jiroject and system, (I c.an 
hardly think it black premeditated treachery.) that they 
publicly advertised for jilans and scheme.s of government, ns 
if they were to provide for the rt'bnilding of an hospital that 
had been burned down. "What was this, but. to unchain the 
fury of rash s))eculation amongst a people of itself but too 
apt to be, guided by a heated imagination, and a wild spirit of 
adventure r 

The fault of lit. ^founicr and l\r. ]jally was very great; 
but it was very gener.nl. If those gentlemen stojipcd when 
they c.nme totbe brink of the gulf of guilt and public miserj', 
that yawned before them in the abyss of these dark and bot- 
tomless speculations, 1 forgive their first error: in that they 
were involved with many. Their rcjientnuco was their own. 

They nvho consider liTounier and Lally ns deserters, must 
regard themselves as murderers and ns traitors: for from 
what else than murder and treason did they desert ? For ni}" 
part, I honour them for not having carried mistake into 
crime. If, indeed, I thought that they were not cured by ex- 
perience ; that they were not made sensible that those, who 
would reform a state, ought to assume some actual constitu- 
tion of government which is ip be reformed ; if they are 
not at length satisfied that it is become a necessary pre- 
bminary to bberty in France, to commence by the re-estab- 
bsbment of order and property of every land, and, through 
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tHe re-ertabbshmant of tbeir monarchT, of ererj one of tbe 
old habitual dirtmctioiifl and clone* oi the itato , tf they do 
not see that the#e clanes are not to be confounded m order to 
be aftenrarda reriTed and fceporated , if thcr are not con- 
Tinced that the acfaeme of pexocJual end dub goremmentj 
take* up the atote at the irrong end, and i* a lew and tennleaa 
contrirmnco, (as mnVing the eole conatitnbon of a lupmne 
poirer,) I ahoiUd then aDoTC that their early niahneM o u g h t 
to be remembered to the last moment of thnr lire*. 

Ton gently reprehend me, bocauae, m holding out the 
picture of your diaartroua aitoation, I auggeat no plan for a 
remedy Alaal Sir, the propontion ofplana ■without an 
attention to orcninatance*, la the reiy canee oi all your toi*- 
fortunes , and nerer shall yon find me aggraTutinc, by the 
infmirion of any apecnlotiona of mine, tho evila whloh bare 
anaeu firom the apeculationa of other*. Tour malady, m this 
reepect, is a di»order of r^lehon. Tou seoui to think that 
my koeping back my poor idea* may ana© from an indifEer- 
ence to the welfare of a foreign, and, somehine*, an hoetOs 
nitiQiL No, 8 ir, I faithfully aMure you, mr le sene u 
owmg to DO rich canaet. ]• this letter, swcUea to a second 
book, a mark of national antipathy, or eren of national in* 
difference P 1 should act altogether in the epmt of tho same 
caution, in a rmUor state of our own domestic afiairt. If I 
wore to TCnt ur e any adnee, m any case, rt would be my best. 
The sacred duty oi an adnser (one of the most inriolable 
that exists) would lead me, towa^ a reel enemy, fo act as if 
117 beet fricud were the par^ cooeemed But I dare not 
riik a ipeculatioa with no better new of your aflairs than 
at present I can command { my caution u not from disregard, 
but from aohatudo for your weirurc It is suggested solely 
from my dread of becoming tho author of inconsiderate 
counseL 


It is not, that, as this strange senes of actions has pasted 
before my eyes, 1 haro not inaulged mf mind in a pruat t»* 
ne^ of political speculations ^oncenving them But com- 
pel]^ by no such poaltiro duty as does not pcamlt me to 
erade an opmion i called upon by no ruling pow e r, with- 
out authority as 1 am, and without eon6dcnce, I tbooH iH 
answer my own ideas of what ■aould become mj^f.or what 
would bo semccable to other*, if I were, as a Toluntccr, to 
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obtrude any project of mine upon a nation, to wliose cir- 
cumstances I could not be sure it might be applicable. 

Permit me to say, that if I were as confident, as I ought 
to be diffident, in my own loose, general ideas, I never should 
venture to broach them, if but at twenty leagues distance 
from the centre of your afiairs. I must see with mine own 
eyes, I must, in a manner, touch with my own hands, not 
only the fixed but the momentary circumstances, before I 
coidd venture to suggest any political project whatsoever, I 
must know the power and disposition to accept, to execute, 
to persevere. I must see all the aids, and all the obstacles. 
I must see the means of correcting the plan, Avhere cor- 
rectives would be wanted. I must see the things ; I must 
see the men. Without a concurrence and adaptation of these 
to the design, the very best speculative projects might be- 
come not only useless but mischievous. Plans must be 
made for men. We cannot think of making men and 
binding nature to our designs. People at a distance must 
judge ill of men. They do not always answer to their re- 
putation when you approach them. Nay, the perspective 
varies, and shows them quite otherwise than you thought 
them. At a distance, if we judge uncertainly of men, we 
must judge worse of opportunities, which continually vary 
their shapes and colours, and pass away like clouds. The East- 
ern politicians never do anything without the opinion of 
the astrologers on the fortunate moment. They are in the 
right if they do no better ; for the opinion of fortune is 
something • towards commanding it. Statesmen of a more 
judicious prescience look for the fortunate moment too ; 
but they seek it, not in the conjunctions and oppositions of 
plmets,,but in the conjunctions and oppositions of men and 
things. These form their almanack. 

' To illustrate the mischief of a wise plan, without any at- 
tention to means ' and circumstances, it is not necessary to 
go farther than to your recent history. In the condition in 
which Prance was found three years ago, what better sys- 
tem could be proposed, what less, even savouring of vfild 
theory, what fitter to provide for all the exigencies, whilst it 
reformed all the abuses, of government, than the convention 
of the states-general ? I think nothing better could be im- 
agined. But I have censured, and do stiU presume to cen- 
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tnro, Tcnrr parliameiit of Pane for not hnnog suggeated to 
the km^ this proper measure iras of all measures the 
mofft cntieal and amuous , one m which the utmost arctmy 
epectaoD and the greatest number of prectirbous were the 
most absolutelj’ neceseaTy The very confession that a go- 
Tp mmen t wants either amendment m iti eonfonnatwn- or 
r^af to great distress, causes it to lose half its reputatton, 
nrtA as great a pir^r^on of its strength os depends upon 
that reputaboTL It was tiierefore necessary, first to pat go- 
Turnment out of danger, whflst at ita own desire it sufleiw 
such an operation, as a general reform at the hands of those 
who were much more filled with a aense of the disease, than 
prorided with rational means of a cure. 

It may be said, that this care, and these precautions, wrre 
more naturally the doty of the king’s mmisters, than that of 
the parliament. They were so , but erery man must answer 
in hia estimation for the adnce he gives, when be puts the 
conduct of his measure into hands who be does not know 
will execute Ins plans according to his ideas. Three or four 
muusters were not to be trusted with the being of the 
French monarchy, of all the orders, and of all tbe distme* 
turns, and all tho property of the kmgdom "Wbat must be 
the prudence of tho« who coaid thi^ m the then known 
temper of tho people of Pans, of assombUng tbe states at a 
place situated as Versailles P 

Tbe parliament of Pans did worse than to inspiro this 
blind confidence into tho king For, as if names were 
things, they took no notice of (Weed they rntbor counten- 
anced) the denstioni which were mamfest in tho ciecntion, 
from tho tme snaent principles of the plan which they 
Treommended. These deviations (as guardian* of the ancient 
laws, usages, and constitution of toe kingdom) tbe parlo* 
ment of Pains ought not to baxo suIlCTed, xritbout the 
strongest remonatrances to tbe throne. It ought to htxo 
soonc&d the alarm to the whole nation, as it had often done 
on things of inflmtely less uoportanco Under pretence of 
rcsusatating the ancient constitution, tho parliament mw 
one of the strongest sets of Innoration, and tho most kad* 
ing m its consequences, earned into effi-rt before tbeir exes t 
and an innoration through the medium of despoti-un , 
ia,they sufleted the Ling s mimstcrs to new-moacl the whole 
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representation of the tiers etat, and, in a gi’eat measure, that 
of the clergy too, and to destroy the ancient proportions of 
the orders. These changes, -unquestioilably, the king had 
no right to moke ; and here the parliaments failed in their 
duty, and, along with their country, have perished by this 
failure. 

What a number of faults have led to this multitude of 
misfortunes, and almost all from this one source, — that of 
considering certain general maxims, ndthout attending to 
circumstances, to times, to places, to conjunctures, and to 
actors ! If vre do not attend scrupulously to all these, the 
medicine of to-day becomes the poison of tp-morrow. If 
any measure was iu the abstract better than another, it was 
to caE the states — ea visa sahis viorientibus UTia . — Certainly 
it had the appearance. — But see the consequences of not at- 
tending to critical moments, of not regarding the symptoms 
■which discriminate diseases, and -which distinguish constitu- 
"tions, complexions, and' humours: 

Moz crat hoc ipsxtm exitio ; fitriisque refecti, 

Ardehant; ipsiqtte svos,jam morte mb mgra, 

Discissos uudis laniabaiit dentibus aritts^ 

Thus the potion which was given to strengthen the constitu- 
tion, to heal divisions, and to compose, the minds of men, be- 
came the source of debility, phrensy, discord, and utter 
dissolution. ' 

In this, perhaps, I have answered, I think, another of your 
questions — Whether the British constitution is adapted to 
your circumstances ? When I praised the British constitu- 
tion, and -wished it to be weU studied, I did not mean that its 
exterior form and positive arrangement should become a 
model for you, or for any people, servilely to copy. I meant 
to recommend the principles from which it has gro-wn, and 
the policy on which it has been progressively improved out 
of elements common to you and to us. I am sure it is no 
■visionary theory of mine. It is not an advice that subjects 
you, to the hazard of any experiment. I believed the ancient 
principles to be wise in all cases of a large empire that would 
be free. I thought you possessed our principles in yoim old 
forms, in as great a perfection as we did oingmally. If your 
states agreed (as I think they did) with your circumstances. 
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thej were best for votl As you bad a constitotiou fonned 
upon principles similar to ours, my idea was, that yon might 
haTU itnprored them as we bare done, conforming them to 
tbe state and exigencies of the tunes, and the eondition of 
property m your conntry , hanng the oonseiration of that 
property, and the snbstantial bans of yoiir monarchy, ai 
prinoipal objecti m all your reforms, 

I do not adnse a House of Lordi to you. Tour ancKnt 
course by re p reaentatiTea of tbe uoblesse your orcnm* 
stances) appears to me rather a better mstitutioii. I know 
that, with you, a set of men of rank bare betrayed tbeir 
constitnenta, their honour, tbeor trust, their fang, and tbeir 
country, and lereDed themselTW with tbmr footmen, that 
througn this degradation they might afterwards put them* 
eelres abore tbeir natural equals. Some of these penons 
hare entertained a project, that, m reward of this tbeir 
black perfidy and oorrnption, tb^ may be chosen to giro 
rme to a new order, and to establish tbemaelrcs into a How 
of Isjrda, Do you think that, under the name of a Bntoh 
constitution, I mean to recommend to you such lords, mads 
of such kind of stuff? I do not bowerer inclndo in tna ds» 
•enption ell of those who are fond of this seheTuo. 

If yon were now to form such n House of Peens it would 
bear, in my opinion, but bttle resemblance to ours m its 
origin, character, or the poiposes which it might answer, at tbe 
same time that it would destroy your Iruo natural nobilitTi 
but if you are not m a oondition to frumo a House of IxrAN 
BtlD. less arc you capable, in my opinion, of framing anything 
which Tirtnallj and substantially could bo answerable (for 
the purposes of a stable, regular gorernment) to our House 
of Commons That House it, witbm itaeH a much more 
subtle and artificial combination of parts and powers, than 
people arc genernlly aware ot "What knita it to the other 
members of the constitution , what fits it to be at once the 
great support and the errat control of goTernment; what 
makes it of such admirablo semco to that monarchy whkh, 
if It Lmita, it secures and strengthens, would rcqulro a long 
discourse, bclongmc to the leisure of a contomplatire man, 
not to one whose daty it is to join m commumcatlng prac* 
tically to the people the ble>smgs of such a constitution. 
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Tour fins rfaf wns not in oflorl niul suhsinjicc n Ilonso of 
Commons. Yon stood in absolute need of something; else to 
siipply the manifest dofoets in such a body ns vour tiers cfaf. 
On a sober and dispassionate view of your old constitution, 
ns connected Avitb all tbo present circnmstnnec.s, ] n-ns fully 
per.'^nadcd, that tbo crown, standing ns things linve stood, 
(and arc likely to stand, if you are to linYc nny monarchy at 
all.) was and is cnjiable, alone and by itself, of holding a just 
bal.ance between the two ordcr.s, and at the same time of 
efteoting the interior and exterior purno.ses of a jirotecting 
government. I, whoso leading principle it is, in a reforma- 
tion of the st.ato. to make use of e.xisting materiaks, am of 
opinion, that the representation of the clergy, as a separate 
order, was an institution which touched all the orders more 
nearly than any of them touched llie other ; that it was well 
fitted to connect them ; and to hold a place in nny wise, 
monarchical commonwealth. If I refer yon to your original 
constitution, and think it, ns I do, substantially a good one, 
I do not nmnso you in this, more than in other things, with 
nny inventions of mine. A certain intemperance of intellect 
is the disease of the time, and the source of all its other dis- 
eases. I will Jccep myself as nntninted by it as I can. Tour 
architects build without a foundation. 1 would readily lend 
a helping liaud to any suponslnicturc, when once tliis is 
eflcctually secured — but first I would saj', coc ttoi/ otw. 

You think, Sir, and you may lliink rightly, upon the 
first view of the theory, that to provide lor the exigencies of 
an empire, so situated and so related as that of France, its 
king ought to be inve.sted -with powers very much superior 
to those which the king of Euglaud possesses under the 
letter of our constitution. Ever}’’ degree of power necessary 
to the state, and not destructive to the rational and moral 
freedom' of iiidmduals, to that personal liberty, and personal 
security, which contribute so much to the vigour, the pros- 
perity, the happiness, and the dignity of a nation — every 
degree of power xvliicli does not suppose tlie total absence of 
all control and all responsibility on. the part of ministers, 
— a king of France, in common sense, ought to possess. But 
whether the exact measure of authority, assigned by the 
letter of the law to the king of Great Britain, can answer to 
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the eitenoT or intanor pnrpotei of the Freixih monarchy, m 
a point irhich I cannot yenture to pudge upon. Here, both 
in the power giren, and its limitations, we hare always can- 
tionaly felt our way The ^nrts of oar ^conitittition hare 
gradually, and almost maansibly, m a long course of tune, 
accommodated tbemselrea to emi other, and to their com- 
mon, as well at to their soparate, purposes. Bat this adapt- 
ation of contending parts, os it has not been in onn, so it 
can nerer be m yonra, or m any country, the effect of a 
single instantaneous regnlabon, and no sound heads ccmld 
erer thmk of domg it in that manner 

I belieye. Sir, that many on the continent altowthar mis- 
take the condition of a king of Great Bntam. fto is a real 
king, and not an executiTe officer If he will not troobla 
himsdf with contemptible details, nor wish to dogiada hun- 
self by becoming a vortj in little squabbles, I am far ffcm 
sure, that a king of Great Britain, m wlmteTer concerns him 
ea a king, or indeed aa a nbonid man, who combine* hii 
public interest with bis peraonal aatis&ct)^ doe* not possess 
a more real, solid, ertensiro power, than tbs king of Prsnes 
was poasasi^ of before this miserable Berolution. SV 
direct power of the long of England is conmderablo. His 
indirect, and far more certain power, m great indeed. He 
stands m need of nothing towards dignity , of nothmg tO’ 
words splendour , of nothing towards anthonty, ofnnthiDg 
at aH towards consideration abroad A\Tum was it thit a 
kmg of England wanted wbcrowithal to make him re- 
spected, courted, or perhaps eren feared, in cr ery state of 
Europe P 

I am constantly of optmon, that your state*, in thrro 
o r ders, on the footing on which they stood in 1014, were 
capable of being brought into a proper and hanuomous coo- 
bmabon with royal autbonty This constitution by estate*, 
was the natural and only Josi repirseotation of Francr It 
grew out of the habitual condition*, relation*, and rectproesl 
chiims of men. It grew out of tbo circuimtanecs of the 
country, and out of the state of property The wretched 
scheme of yourjirtscnt mastn* i* not to bt the conititatwo 
to the people, but wholly to destroy conditions, to dir*oIre 
relatioii*, to change the state of the nation, and to subrert 
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property, in order to fit tlieir country to tlieir theory of a 
constitution. 

Until you make out practically that great -work, a corn- 
hination of opposing forces, “ a work of labour long, and 
endless praise,” the utmost caution ought to have been used 
in the reduction of the royal power, which alone was capable 
of holding together the comparatively heterogeneous mass of 
your states. But, at this day, all these considerations are 
imseasonahle. To what end should we discuss the limitations 
of royal power ? Tour king is in prison. Why speculate 
on the measure and standard of liberty- P I doubt much, 
very much indeed, whether Trance is at all ripe for liberty 
on any standard. Men are qualified for civil Hberty in ex- 
act proportion to their disposition" to put moral chains upon 
their own appetites ; in proportion as their love to justice is 
above their rapacity •, in proportion as their soundness and 
sobriety of understanding is above their vanity and presump- 
tion ; in proportion as they are more disposed to listen to 
the counsels of the wise and good, in preference to the flat- 
tery of knaves. Society cannot exist unless a controlling 
power upon will and appetite be placed somewhere, and the 
less of it there is within, the more there must be without. 
It is ordained in the eternal constitution of things, that men 
of intemperate minds cannot be fi:ee. Their passions forge 
their fetters. 

This sentence the prevalent part of your coxmtrymen ex- 
ecute on themselves. They possessed not long since, what 
was next to freedom, a mild paternal monarchy. They de- 
spised it for its weakness. They were offered a weU-poised, 
free constitution. It did not suit their taste nor their tem- 
per. They carved for themselves ; they flew out, murdered, 
robbed, and rebelled. They have succeeded, and put over 
their country an insolent tyranny made up of cruel and inex- 
orable masters, and that too of a description hitherto not 
known in the world. The powers and policies by which they 
have succeeded are not those of great statesmen, or great 
military commanders, but the practices of incendiaries, assas- 
sins, housebreakers, robbers, spreaders of false news, forgers 
of false orders from authority, and other delinquencies, of 
which ordinary justice takes cognizance. Accordingly the 
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Bpmt of their rule ib eorreapondent to the meani by 

Trhich they obtained it. Tbcy act more m the manner ot 
thisTM irho hare ^ poe»e««oJi of a honee, than of eonqneror* 
^ho haro iubda^ a natioa. 

Opposed to theee m appearunce, bat m appearance only, 
11 another band, who call themielTei the woowui'a Theic, 
if I coneeiTB nghtly of than conduct, are a sot of mm who 
approTB befirtilr of the whole new coi afa tuticm, but wnh to 
lay hearily on ihe moit atrooiouB of thoae cninea, by which 
this fine eonstitution. of thetn haa been ohtamed. They 
are a *ort of people who afieot to proceed ai if they thought 
that men may decerre without fraud, rob without injnihef, 
and orer ium ereiTthiDg without nolence^ They are mm 
who would uaurp the goremment of their country with de- 
cency and moderatioo. In fiurt, they are nothing more or 
better, than men engaged m desperate dengus, with feeble 
mmda. They aro not honeat j tlw are only inOT«tual and 
unByitcmatic m theur iniquity They are poreoru who want 
not the ditpoctiont, but the energy and viffoar, that i* ne- 
cttMory for great enl madunationj. Tbcy find that In rach 
designs th^ fall at best into a necondarv muli:, and othen 
^0 the place and lead m usurpation, which ther iro not 
qualified to obtain or to bold. They enty to tbeir coni' 
pamons tbe natural fruit of their enmee, fhoyjoin to run 
them down with the hoe and ay of mankind, wmeh pursue* 
their eomimm offoDoes , and then hope to mount info their 
placw ou tho credit of the eobnoty with which they show 
themKtlTC* disposed to carry ou what may seem most pirns- 
iblo in the mischiOTxma project* they pursuo in eomiDon- 
Dut these men aro naturally dcspiim by thoae who hire 
heeds to know, and hearts that are able to go through, the 
neceasary demands of bold wicked enterprise*. They arc 
naturally cUased below the latter dwenption, and will only 
bo used by them as infenor instmmcuta They will be only 
tho FairCaxe* of your Oromwclli If thcr meen honestly, 
why do they not strengthen the arm* ot honest men, to 
aupport their ancient, legal, wise, and free goTemment, 
giren to them in the spring of 1789, agninst the inrmtkjns 
of crafr, and the thconc* rf ignoranm and foUyP Jf they 
do not, they mint continue the scorn of both paitiraj some- 
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times tlic tool, sometimes the encumlimncc, of that, whoso 
■siews they approve, whoso eoiidnet they (leery. '3’hcso 
people are on\v made to he the sport of tyrants. They 
never can obtain or commnnie.ntc ireedom. 

Yon nsk me too, whether wt* have a eommittee of research. 
Ko, Sir, — God ibrl)id ! It i.s lh(‘ iK'ce.ssary inslrumcut of 
tyranny and nsnrpation ; and therefore 1 do not wonder.thnt 
it has had an early establishment under your present lords, 
do not want it. 

dvxeusc my length, T have been somewhat ocenpied since 
I was honoured with yonr letter; .and I should not liavo 
been able to answer it at all, but for the Imlidays, which 
have given me means of enjoying the leisure of tlie country. 
I am called to dntic'.s whieli 1 am neithi'r able nor willing to 
evade, 1 must soon return to my old conflict with the cor- 
ruptions and opjircssions which have j)revniled in our eastcrii 
dominions. I must, tunt myself wholly from those of France. 

In I'higland we cannot work so hard ns Frenchmen. Fre- 
quent relaxation is neccssaiy to us. You arc naturally more 
intense in yottr application. I did not know this part of 
your national character, until I went into Franco in 1773. 
At present, this your disposition to labour is rather in- 
creased than lessened. In your Assembly you do not allow 
yourselves a recess even on Sundays. AVe have two days in 
the week, besides the festivals; and besides live or six 
months of the summer and autumn. Tliis eojitinued, imrc- 
mitted effort of the members of j'our Assembly, I take to be 
one among the causes of the mischief they have done. They 
,who always labour can have no true judgment. You never 
give yourselves time to cool. You can never survey, from 
its proper point of sight, the work you have finished, before 
you decree its final execution. You can never plan the 
future by the past. You never go into the country, soberly 
and dispassionately to observe the effect of your measures 
on their objects. You cannot feel distinctly how far tho 
people are rendered better and improved, or more miserable 
and depraved, by what you have done. Yon cannot see 
with your o^vn eyes the sufferings and afilictions you 'Cause. 
You know them but at a distance, on the statements of 
those who always flatter the reigning power, and who, 
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aimdit tlieir reprefentations of the gnwimcei, inflame jxror 
mind* tgunHt those "who tiro oppreeaed- These aio amongst 
the effects of unremitted labour, -when men eihnuAt their at- 
tention, bnm out tbeir candlea, and are left m the darlL— Jfit 
h vtoornm ne^hgenixirm, qvam utorun otectrrffn dUigenUnu 

1 hare the honour, Ac. 

(Signed) EDirUrn) BURKE. 

Jemwoj tm 
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